
 

MASS INTENTIONS 
 
Sunday, December 31, Feast of the Holy Family 
 7:00 Irene Bantz requested by Mr & Mrs William T Horn 
 7:00 Helen Kwiathouski requested by The Kwiathouski Family 
 9:00 Nicholas Bucci requested by Patty & Jerry Peters 
 9:00 Brian Goss requested by Margaret & Mike Steeneck 
10:30 Joseph Masi requested by Mr & Mrs E Scandiffio 
10:30 Charles P VanRossem requested by John & Kathleen Kelly 
12:00 Gertrude Albert requested by Mr & Mrs Edward J Gabriel 
12:00  Anthony Mucci requested by Mr & Mrs Edward J Gabriel 
 5:00 Michelina Carlisle & Robert Duerr requested by 
       Loving Family 
 5:00 Vincent Anthony Crocco requested by The Kelly Family 
 

Monday, January 1, Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of God 
 8:00 For the People of the Parish and World Peace 
12:00 For the People of the Parish and World Peace 
 

Tuesday, January 2, St Basil the Great   
 7:00 Veronica Westman requested by  
    Dcn & Mrs Michael Devenney 
 7:00 Edward & Walter Kenny requested by Claire & Jim 
 8:45 Stanley Kwiathouski requested by Loving Family 
 8:45 Wlodzia Makowski requested by Loving Family 
 

Wednesday, January 3, Feast of the Holy Name of Jesus 
 7:00 Giovanni Gionnuzzi requested by David Berger 
 7:00 Joseph Farruggio requested by John Lesko 
 9:00 Jacqueline Weggeland requested by Loving Family 
 9:00 Maureen Bardon requested by Loving Family 
 

Thursday, January 4, St Elizabeth Ann Seton 
 7:00 Giovanni Gionnuzzi requested by AJ Perullo 
 9:00 Giordani Romanelli requested by Mangeolope Family 
 9:00 Peter W Thompson requested by The Marshall Family 
 

Friday, January 5, St John Neumann 
 7:00 Mary White requested by Harvey & Pat 
 9:00 Peter Galante requested by Carol & Michael 
 9:00 Katherine Governale requested by Joe & Marie Califano 
 

Saturday, January 6, Blessed Andre Bessette 
 8:00 Dorothy Stiedl requested by Ed & Carol Michaels 
 8:00 Theresa DeFilippo & Archangela Guidice requested by  
      Marie DeFilippo 
Anticipated Mass for Sunday 
 5:00 Carmine Cassara Sr requested by Loving Family 
 5:00 Philip Ferrera requested by Loving Friends 
 

Sunday, January 7, Epiphany of the Lord 
 7:00 Theresa F Casey requested by The Binger Family 
 7:00 Bailey Smith requested by The McMurray Family 
 9:00 Anne Johnson requested by Andrea & Angelo Quagliata 
 9:00 Florence Lattanzio requested by Loving Husband William 
10:30 William Hughes requested by Loving Family 
10:30 Matthew Jankey requested by Robert & Nibla Ortiz 
12:00 Pasquale Napolitano requested by Claudia & Bill 
12:00 Vincent Suppa requested by Rick & Gianna Russo 
12:00 For All Who Were Baptized This Past Year 
 5:00 Gerard McCormack requested by Jerry & Pat Peters 
 5:00 Joseph & Joan Scotti requested by Sylvia Scotti  

“ Let us go, then, to Bethlehem to see this 

thing that has taken place, which the 

Lord has made known to us.” 

 

“In the beginning was the Word,  

and the Word was with God, and the 

Word was God.” 

 

 

 

“And Jesus advanced in wisdom and age 

and favor before God and man.” 
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    ALTAR BREAD & WINE 
 

           Raymond L. Griffin, Sr. 
            Requested by 
    Loving Wife & Family 

 

  

OUR LITURGY 
 

Today’s readings speak of love within the Christian  
family. Sirach tells of the honor that awaits those who 
revere their parents all the days of their lives. Paul lists 

the virtues that abound in the family that lives the way of 
Christ. Luke describes the concern Mary and Joseph had 
for Jesus and how he grew in wisdom and favor under 

their care.  

 

OUR PRIEST-CELEBRANTS 
 
 

 This Week End             Mass           Next Week 
          Fr Thomas               5:00 pm  Fr  Boyle 
          Fr Thomas              7:00 am  Fr  Boyle 
          Fr Maffeo               9:00 am  Fr  Thomas 
          Fr Tapel                    10:30 am  Fr  Maffeo 
          Fr Boyle              12:00 pm  Fr  Tapel 
          Fr Tapel                 5:00 pm  Fr  Maffeo 
  IF ANYONE WOULD LIKE TO BRIN G UP  THE GIFTS AT THE  MASSES ON  
SATURDAY OR SUNDAY,  PLEASE CONTACT ONE OF THE USHERS WHEN  YOU  
ARRIVE FOR  MASS. 



 

 

  
 

Sunday, December 31, 2006 Page 3 

FROM THE DESK OF FR. MIKE  
 

forward to the great day of celebration Easter 
Sunday-but we have some time before this  
happens and it does give us something to look 
forward to. 
On behalf of Fathers Rene, Thomas, Boyle, 
Liu, our Deacons James Altonji, Joseph 
Califano, Michael DeBellis, Michael  
Devenney, Joseph Dougherty, our Pastoral 
Year Seminarians Deacon Lee Descoteaux 
and Mr. Lachlan Cameron, our entire  
Parish and School Staff we wish you and 
your family a very Merry Christmas and  
a very Happy, Prosperous, and Joyous 
New Year. 
 
 
 

 

 

  
     On these two weekends, we celebrate the  
4th Sunday in Advent when Mary is greeted by 
her cousin Elizabeth with, “whom am I that the 
mother of my Lord should come to me”, the 
Feast of the Holy Family, and the two great  
Solemnities of the Church which show us  
wonderful events in our Salvation History.  We 
celebrate The Solemnity of the Incarnation of 
the Lord-better known as Christmas Day and 
the Solemnity of Mary the Mother of God.  
These days remind us of the love that God has 
for us, and we see this great love first in the great 
mystery that God has come down from Heaven 
and become one of us in the person of Jesus-the 
Child of Bethlehem.  Now humanity had been 
raised to a level it had never known before, and 
through Jesus we are greater than Adam and 
Eve were before they ate of the forbidden fruit 
and Sin entered into the human family.  It was 
the old Adam and old Eve that made us captive 
to Sin, but now we are reformed according to the 
nature of the New Adam, Jesus Christ and are 
asked to follow the example of the New Eve, 
our dear Blessed Mother Mary.  This is of 
course what we celebrate on January 1st, the 
Solemnity of Mary the Mother of God.  For in 
this day we honor the one who has given us a 
perfect example of Christian Discipleship, and we 
honor the great gift that God has given us, the 
Mother of His Son to be our Mother as well and to 
watch over us and intercede for us, and for the 
Feast of the Holy Family on the Sunday before 
we ask God to watch over and protect our  
families and the whole human family. 
    Of course during these days we are remem-
bering more than just the birth of a child 2000 
years ago and his mother, for as was stated 
above we are remembering, no better yet partici-
pating in Humanity’s Salvation.  One of the other 
reasons why God takes on our Human Nature is 
to show us what we as humans are capable of 
doing and what in fact He expects us to so-as 
seen in the teachings of The Gospel.  We should 
also bear in mind, that what we celebrate on 
these two weekends and during this entire Christ-
mas Season is not just for two weeks and that’s it 
till next year. No, what we rejoice over now we 
must rejoice over and spread with others for the 
whole year, especially as we soon start looking  
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FROM THE DESK OF FR. MIKE 



REMEMBER OUR SICK      

Paul Ahearn  Rosemarie Aiello Michelle Altonji 
Lucy Amato     Michael Ambrosio 
Andrew Anderson Anne Bannon  Bill Barry 
Rose Bassett  Florio Barello  Marie Behling 
Rosemary Bello Richard Berkhout Christine Biancrosia 
Richard Bossi     Oliver Bouchard 
Mary Ellen Bowers Hazel Boyce  Mr Michael Boyle Sr 
Cynthia Caesar     Bill Cairns 
Ashley Cirigliano Dominick Costanza Dylan Jack Cuevas 
Richard Delamater Joan DeCicco  Ryan Delaney 
Joseph DeMaio  Michael DePinto Angelina DeSimone 
Msgr Donald Desmond    Pricilla DeStanfo 
Brian Devereux  Barbara DiGirolomo Nancy DiTrapani 
Anthony Diubaldo    Marie Diubaldo 
Mary Dougherty Kathy Errico  Richard Fahey 
Kathleen Farrell    Angela Ferrante 
Robert Filce  Margaret Fitzgerald Flavio Gabrielli 
Frances Gaeta     Frank Gaeta 
Edward Gilvey  Virginia Giommetti John Gracey 
Pat Gracey     Sonny Grosso 
Peter Harkins  Gary Hernandez Catherine Hickey 
Gregory Hionas    Tom Horvath 
Jack Kelleher  Cecelia Keller  Stephen Kelly 
Joseph Liguori     Nicholas Liguori 
Paul Liguori  Betty Limov  Georgiana Lopez 
Marie Mangan     Donna  R Martinez 
John McCullagh Sr Howard Meeks  Sam Monteleone 
Christopher Owen    Susan Percoco 
Sylvia Persico  Grace C Peshkur Joseph Poirot 
Nicole Ramaglia    Joan Reilly 
John Reynolds  Janet Rodgers  Joseph Sabourin 
Dawn Saporito     Louise Schaaf 
Barbara Seibel-Schoenfeld   Richard Shadwick 
Darryll Smith  Frances Stagnitta Anntonina Sturiano 
Jesse Taylor     Stacie Tizzard 
Lloyd Turnier  Joseph Vereline Jr Gerard Weber 

PRAY FOR OUR TROOPS 
Please continue to remember them in your prayers. 
 

 

 
CPL Deborah Alfieri   PFC Matthew Altonji 
Tech SGT Louis Barletta         2LT Stephen Bartoszak 
PFC Justin Browne                            SGT Michael Bruno 
CPL Glenn Clacher                            SPC Thomas E. Corcoran 
SGT Ryan Delaney                            TSGT Timothy Dermody 
LTCOL Kurt Diehl                            SGT Stephen Gene DiGirolamo 
LT John Kenneth DiNero                  SSGT Tony Elliott 
LT Kelly Fletcher                              PFC Adam Franciosa 
CPT Evan Gotkin                              PVT2 Edward Johnston 
SGT John W Keohane   SSGT Steven Knight 
CPL Andrew Kochman   PVT Thomas B McGinn 
SGT Patrick McNally   PFC William Meyer 
SGT Glenn Miller   2LT Heather Miras 
SGT Daniel Montville   SSGT Brian Moran 
CPT Gregory Mueller   LCPL Thomas Napolitano 
LCPL Michael Napolitano  Pvt Todd Nelson 
LCPL James Neubauer   LCPL Anthony Notaroberta 
PVT James Notaroberta  SGT Brian O'Leary 
SGT Brian Pacella   N/Seal Paul Padro 
ENS3 Lucy Padro   CPT Michael Parisi 
2LT Anthony Parisi   MAJ Paul E Pinaud 
CTR2 Matthew Pistritto  SGT Edwin Rivera, II 
PFC William R Rodgers  LCPL Anthony M Sbrocco 
SSGT Jason Schiavo   LCPL W.Mason Shehan 
SPC James Stanek   SSGT Nick Vicale 
SGT John Thomas Vogt  SGT Randolph Weaver  
2LT John Wolven    
 

If you would like to include a soldier from your family who is serving, 
place their name and rank  and branch of  service on the cut -out and put 
it in the collection basket. 

REMEMBERING THE SICK 
Please include the following in the bulletin sick list: 
 

______________________________ 
Name of person who is ill: 

 
_____________________________ ____________________ 
Person making this request: Relationship to ill person 
 
Your Phone #:  _____________________ 

(Please place in collection basket or return to Church Office) 
(Friends can be placed on the silent prayer list only) 

REMEMBERING OUR TROOPS 
Please include the following soldier in your prayers : 
 

______________________________ 
Name, Rank and Branch of Service 

 
_____________________________ ____________________ 
Person making this request: Relationship to Soldier 
 
Your Phone #:  _____________________ 

(Please place in collection basket or return to Church Office) 
(Friends can be placed on the silent prayer list only) 

 

REMEMBER OUR DEAD 
 

 For our deceased soldiers and all of our deceased  relatives and friends. 
 

Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord and let perpetual light shine upon them. May they rest in peace.  
May their souls and all the souls of the faithful departed rest in peace. Amen 
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Religious Education  
 reled@stjoronk.org 

 

 Monday & Thursday 9 am to 4 pm 
Tuesday & Wednesday  

10 am to 3:30 pm 
     The office is closed on Fridays. 
 

 

Religious Ed classes will start this week; Classes for 
Thursday, January 4th are cancelled.  The staff will be 
attending a day of prayer. 
 

Important Reminder for Level 2 and Sacrament 
Readiness 2 –  On January 9th, 10th and 11th,  an im-
portant video on Reconciliation will be shown during 
your child’s class time.  Please bring your child to their 
class room and then come over to the auditorium.   
 

Catechist Meeting on January 10th  at 7:30 p.m. in 
the Auditorium. 
 

        Outreach 
               sjpo@verizon.net 
 
 

Heartfelt thanks to all the 
generous parishioners who offered gifts of 
hope and love to those who came to the 
Outreach office this season. These gifts 
came wrapped as food, clothing, toys and 
prayers. May God continue to bless you. 

 
 

  
 

WISHING YOU A 
HAPPY, HEALTHY 

NEW  YEAR !! 
 
 

Thanks! 
Because you are concerned ...this is a note of appreciation. Our thank you is a simple but sincere 
statement. You are being thanked by the poor and the needy for food, clothing, medicine, and 
other needs you are supplying. The St. Vincent de Paul Society thanks you for allowing us to be a 
channel of your almsgiving. “The Poor Boxes are the Bread Boxes of the Needy.” 

St Joseph’s School  
school@stjoronk.org     

  Our "Fun with Santa" was a great 
success thanks to Mr.& Mrs. Kutch, 
Mr. Wallace, The Parent's Association 
  and the many parents who              
volunteered to help us on Friday. The 
children had a great time and went 
home with beautiful photos and gifts 
from Santa. 

 Congratulations to Thomas Fornsel! Thomas is a 
graduate of our school and presently a Junior at 
McGann-Mercy Diocesan High School. He is pres-
ently on the Honor Roll for the 1st quarter. Great job 
Thomas. Keep up the good work!  

During this Advent season our students reached out to 
those less fortunate in our community. We adopted 2 
families and donated many new items for the family 
and for each of the six children. Thank you to all for 
your generosity at this special time of year.  

On Tuesday the students in grades Nursery thru 8 
gathered in the parking lot at the rear door of the    
Elementary Building. The students made Christmas 
ornaments and cranberry, cereal, or button chains to 
decorate the tree outside. As you leave the parking lot 
and exit toward Pond Road be sure to look at the  
beautifully decorated tree! 

 Dear St. Joseph Parish Family, We have come       
together as our Advent journey comes to an end. O 
gracious Lord, we fittingly prepare our minds and 
hearts for the celebration of Christmas. We come in 
faith, believing that God loves us. Lord you listen to 
us, You forgive us, You heal us. We come in hope, 
trusting to receive the grace to live holier and happier 
lives. We come in love, wanting to learn from You 
and from Your Mother Mary how to love God, our-
selves and our neighbor more and more perfectly. Be 
present in us - fill our minds and hearts with the light 
and joy of Your Spirit. We make our prayer in the 
name of Jesus, our Lord and Brother. Amen.  



Weekly Offering 
 
  

Sunday, December 24, 2006 Offerings  $16,483 
 Same collection last year   Christmas 
 

                       Number of envelopes         485      

       Poor Box last weekend       $913 
   

  Fuel Oil Collection YTD  $6916 
    Same time last year 2005      7669 
 

  Christmas (to date)   $51,609 
  Same Collection last year    48,406 
 

 Thank you  for your generous response to the  appeal for 
 increased giving. 

God Bless You Always,  Fr Mike 
      

 

A little child 
a shining star 
a stable rude, 
the door ajar. 

Yet in that place 
so crude, forlorn, 
The Hope of all 
the world was 

born. 
~~Anonymous 
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Mark Your Calendars 
  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jan 1  Solemnity of Mary   8 AM & 12 Noon Mass 
Jan 5  Parish Night of Recollection 7:30 - 8:30 
Jan 7  Unity Sunday 
Jan 7  Baptism of Jesus    12:00 Mass 

  RESPECT LIFE 
     Each year Planned Parenthood is responsi-
ble for an ever-increasing percentage of the 
total number of abortions in the United States. 
Let’s go to the year 1979 – in that year they 

were responsible for 4.8% of the total U.S. abortions; in the 
year 2004 they performed 19.8% of the total. 
     Planned Parenthood is able to ply its trade because of 
the huge amounts of taxpayer money that flow into its  
coffers. A classic battle against such local funding of PP 
took place over a seven-year period in Duchess County, 
New York. There, local citizens worked to educate elected 
officials and gather citizen support. Their efforts resulted in     
the removal of $26,000 annual funding from PP. Through 
the years there have been many similar fights across the 
country. Pro-lifers in Morris County, NJ; Charlotte, NC; 
Fulton County, NY; Sarasota, FL; Raleigh, NC and many 
more communities have been able to cut off thousands of 
dollars in taxpayer contributions.  (However, note that the 
Planned Parenthood affiliates operating in these states may 
be receiving federal money.) 
     Why, you might ask, should Planned Parenthood be 
stopped? Many people see it as a public health facility 
when in reality it sells abortions, and makes lots of money 
doing so. 
Here is something to think about, call it Planned Parent-
hood by the numbers: 
                                  Fiscal year 2004-2005 reports 
Total income              $882 million 
Abortion income          108 million (estimated) 
Taxpayer funding         272 million 
Total profit                     63 million 
Babies aborted             255,015  
 

If those figures bother you, consider doing something – 
such as peacefully, quietly standing in front of an abortion 
site, displaying your belief that “Abortions Kill Babies.” 
On the first Saturday of every month a group meets at 10 
a.m. in St. Joseph’s parking lot (across from the Church) 
and then proceeds to a site on Motor Parkway in Haup-
pauge for and hour of witnessing.  Another group meets 
Wednesdays and Saturdays in front of the PP offices, 70 
Maple Avenue, Smithtown, from 7 am to 11 am or any part 
thereof.  
Call 979-7010 for information; never go alone to a site. 
This action would be a great resolution for the year 2007; 
one that is easy to carry out and yet speaks volumes about 
your faith. 

Happy New Year, everyone! 
 
   PREGNANCY CRISIS HOTLINE  - We are here to help 
you. Please call 981-6888.      
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A Christmas Blessing 
 

May God grant you the 
light in Christmas,  

which is faith; 
The warmth of  

Christmas,  
which is love; 

The radiance of  
Christmas, 

 which is purity; 
The righteousness of 

Christmas,  
which is justice; 

The belief in Christmas, 
which is truth; 

The all of Christmas,  
which is Christ. 

                ~ Wilda English 



 
REMEMBERING 

Friends and LOVED ONES  

 
 

Help Us Grow 
the  

Tree Of Life  
At  

St Joseph’s 
 
 
 

 

   Throughout the ages, trees have symbolized life. 
The Tree of Life at St Joseph’s represents our par-
ish’s commitment to life by providing for the spiritual, 
educational and social needs of our parish. The beau-
tiful sculptures, leaves and stones render a tale of 
support, friendship, remembrance and dedication. 
   Occupying a prominent position in our Baptistry, and 
All Saints Shrine, the Tree of Life commemorates our 
support of St Joseph’s Parish. Leaves and stones 
may be engraved to honor benefactors, highlight or 
memorialize people or events with special significance 
in life, or express the sentiments of donors. 

The Leaves 
Each inscribed leaf on The Tree of Life represents a 
gift of $1,000 or more. Inscriptions may recognize a 
valued friend and supporter of St Joseph’s Church, 
celebrate a significant event in your family, or memori-
alize a loved one. 

The Stones 
Each inscribed stone permanently recognizes a con-
tribution of $5,000 or more given by an individual 
benefactor, foundation or corporation. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Name________________________________________ 
Address______________________________________ 
Town__________________State______Zip_________ 
Phone _______________________________________ 

      

      

      

      

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Bricks For The Future 

    Bricks For the Future welcome our  
parishioners and friends alike as they enter St Jo-
seph’s Church each day. Some stop to read the in-
scriptions, others to say a prayer in memory.  As we 
hear The Word proclaimed inside the Church build-
ing, outside on the step we are witnesses to that 
faith. 
    The growth of the Bricks for the Future  program 
at St Joseph’s Church through your gift, allows you 
to have a significant and meaningful part in develop-
ing and sharing our Community of faith and love in 
Jesus. Your contribution helps St Joseph sustain our 
parish plant and buildings to keep them from deterio-
rating now and in the future as major projects arise. 
    Your tax deductible gift gives you the opportunity 
to share with others those special persons and 
meaningful events that touch, shape and illuminate 
your life. 
    Each brick  in the walk represents a gift of $1,800.  
Brick inscription allows up to 4 rows of characters, 
symbols and spaces as shown above (approx 28). If 
you wish to have a special symbol (shamrock, cross, 
heart) on the tab of the brick, please contact the rec-
tory.       
 

 Single Annual Semi Annual Quarterly  Monthly 

Tree of Life Leaf $1000 $334 $167 $84 $28 

Tree of Life Stone $5000 $1667 $834 $417 $139 

Brick For the Future $1800 $600 $300 $150 $50 

 Upon receipt of your down payment we will send 
you a form for the exact wording of the inscription. 
For your convenience we will mail you a statement 
according to your payment schedule.  
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The Calendar Club 
 
 

            
 

Everyday for the next year we will draw one number. The owner of that 
number will win the prize for that day. Then the number is put back into 
the mix for the next day’s drawing, giving you yet another opportunity to 

WIN!!!! 
 

A donation of only $25 buys you 1 number and 362 chances to win. 
A donation of $100 will buy you 1,810 chances to win!!!!!! 

 
Your donation must accompany this form. The calendars will be mailed to you when all returns 
are received. In order to kick off the drawing in January of 2007, we ask you to return your  
request as soon as possible but no later than 12/31/06. Thank you and Good Luck 
  
MAIL ALL DONATIONS TO:  St Joseph Church  
       45 CHURCH STREET 
       RONKONKOMA, NY 11779-3300 
 
 NOTE: If more than 1000 calendars are sold, prizes will be increased proportionately. 
 
 
MEMBERS NAME: ____________________________                                                                          
ADDRESS: ____________________________________                                                                         
                                                                                                                                 
TELEPHONE NUMBER:  ________________________     
                                                                             
NUMBER OF CALENDARS:                    X $25   = $ ______             
     
     5 FOR $100 TOTAL ENCLOSED  $ __________ 

 

For Your Chance to Win Each Day for the Next Year 
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COME TO CELEBRATE WITH US THE  50TH ANNIVERSARY  OF THE  

             DIOCESE OF ROCKVILLE CENTRE 

                 DIOCESAN PILGRIMAGE  to   
    Rome, Italy 

                                                November  4  -  12,  2007 

    Only $2,146 from New York 
     Hosted by Bishop William Murphy, S.T.D, L.H.D 

                                                  Bishop of the Diocese of Rockville Centre          

Dear Friends,  
  

It is my pleasure on behalf of Bishop Murphy to invite you to participate in the celebration of the fiftieth anniversary of the Diocese of 
Rockville Centre by joining Bishop Murphy and myself on a pilgrimage to Rome, the eternal city so rich in Christian history and tradition. 
 
This very special opportunity will provide a full week in Rome to celebrate our faith and to give thanks for the many blessings God has 
showered on our Diocese in the past fifty years. 
 
Our pilgrimage will be centered on the four marks of the Church: one, holy, catholic, and apostolic. During our seven days in Rome we will 
travel by comfortable coach buses to the four major basilicas. At St. Peter’s Basilica we will learn more about the Church as one. At St. 
Mary Major we will deepen our appreciation of the Church as holy. At St. John Lateran, which is the Cathedral Church of the Diocese of 
Rome, we will see how the Church is catholic or universal. 
 
And at St. Paul outside the Walls, which has the Popes pictured around the ceiling in the interior and a magnificent mosaic on the facade, 
we will explore the Church as apostolic. These four presentations will enrich our understanding of the Church as we celebrate the Church 
of the Diocese of Rockville Centre. 
 
We will stay in a comfortable first class hotel near the Vatican. We have the privilege of participating in the Papal Audience on Wednes-
day, November 7th. We will also be present for the Papal Blessing by His Holiness Pope Benedict XVI at noon on Sunday, November 
11th.  
Saint Agnes is the patroness of our Diocese and so we will celebrate Mass at the Church of Saint Agnes in the Piazza Navona in the cen-
ter of Rome and we will visit the catacombs at St. Agnes outside the Walls on the Via Nomentana. 
 
In addition to these wonderful opportunities we will have time to enjoy the great restaurants of Rome, both together and on our own. We 
will have the leisure to shop for those we left at home. And we will have free time to explore and to relax. It is a time to pray and to cele-
brate, to enjoy the company of friends and to thank God for the gift of our Catholic faith. We will return to New York on Monday, Novem-
ber 12th.   
Will you join us? It promises to be a wonderful experience. 
Sincerely, 
Fr. Jim McNamara 

Round-trip air from New York, JFK Airport to Rome  
 7 nights at 4-star Hotel Cicerone in Rome   
 Meals: 

     7 Buffet breakfasts (at your hotel) 
     3 Dinners at local restaurants 
     2 Dinners with wine and music 
     1 "Farewell Lunch" with wine outside of Rome 

 Transportation by air-conditioned motor coach  
 Tour escort/manager throughout your stay 

Your price does not include:  Meals not listed above, Airport 
taxes collected with final payment, but is subject to change until tickets are issued (approx $250-$290).  Travel Insurance optional but 
strongly suggested at $129 - $169. Tips to your guide & driver (suggested $6 per person per day).  Items of a personal nature.    For 
more information call 631-361-4644 

 Pilgrimage Details....  Your Diocesan Pilgrimage Includes: 

Guided tours and admission fees as per itinerary 
 Hotel taxes and service charges  
Papal Audience 
Mass daily  
 Baggage handling  
 Flight bag & portfolio of all travel documents 



  Sample Day-by-Day Itinerary: 
 

Day 1:  Nov 4, Sunday     New York - Italy  Depart JFK  for our overnight flights to 
Rome. Dinner and breakfast are served on board. 
 

Day 2:  Nov 5, Monday     Arrive Rome   Upon arrival your escort will warmly greet 
you this morning and welcome you to Italy. Transfer to your hotel and enjoy a free after-
noon. Your tour escort can suggest sights or walks for you to enjoy. Mass at a nearby 
church.  Following Mass enjoy a  "Welcome Dinner" at a local restaurant with wine and 
music. Return to hotel for overnight. 
 

Day 3:  Nov 6, Tuesday     St Mary Major & Ancient Rome  After a relaxing break-
fast at our hotel, we board our bus for Mass at Saint Mary Major.  St. Mary Major is one 
of the oldest shrines dedicated to the Blessed Virgin, which contains a relic from the man-
ger of the infant Jesus. At St. Mary Major, we will learn about one of the marks of the Church, the Church as holy.  We will 
take an afternoon sightseeing tour of Ancient Rome, including the Forum and Coliseum, its real name was the Flavian Am-
phitheatre, after the emperors who built it in the first century after Christ. We will drive by the Forum and enter into the 
Coliseum. The last stop on our tour will be the Church of St. Peter in Chains, featuring Michelangelo’s famous statue of 
Moses.  Before dinner, you'll have some time at leisure, to explore your own paths, to shop, or just to sit in one of the out-
side cafes and watch the world go by.  Dinner and overnight. 
 

Day 4:  Nov 7, Wednesday     Mass at St. Peter’s Basilica & Papal Audience at the Vatican  Wake up in Eter-
nal City, one of the greatest centers of Western Civilization and the first truly cosmopolitan city on earth! It is also the spiri-
tual capital for all the Catholics around the world.  Today is truly a day we will have in our minds for many years to 
come.  This morning we will celebrate Mass early in St. Peter’s Basilica where we will grow in knowledge of the Church as 
one.  After breakfast we will go to Vatican City to attend the weekly Papal Audience given by His Holiness Pope Benedict 
XVI.  Following the audience, we will visit the largest church in Christendom, St. Peter's Basilica, (due to our hotel prox-
imity to St. Peters most of us have already visited). St. Peter’s is built on the site where St. Peter was martyred. Unsurpassed 
in beauty, a monument to the long history of the Catholic Church, to which pilgrims come from around the world, St. Peter's 
is the grandest of the world's churches. Marvel at the Pieta and Bernini's amazing bronze canopy. After the Papal Audience 
enjoy a free afternoon for lunch, further exploration of St. Peter’s, shopping, or rest. Dinner and overnight in Rome. 
 

Day 5:  Nov 8, Thursday     FREE DAY  Time at leisure, to explore on our own paths, to shop, or just to relax or take 
one of the optional day trips . 
 

Day 6:  Nov 9, Friday  Vatican Museum, The Basilica of St. John in Lateran & The Catacombs of St. Callis-
tus   After breakfast we visit the Vatican Museums, where we see a group of most impressive edifices with hundreds of 
galleries filled with art treasures. See awe-inspiring relics and works of art donated throughout centuries as tributes of faith. 
We'll cover The Tapestry Gallery, The Raphael Rooms and the most overwhelming Sistine Chapel, Michelangelo's Master-
piece and restored mural of the Last Judgment. Following free time for lunch we continue on to the Basilica of St. John in 
Lateran, which is the Cathedral Church of the Diocese of Rome, and is the former residence of the popes, prior to their re-
turn to Rome in 1377. It is here that St. Francis persuaded Pope Innocent III to give permission to begin the Franciscan Or-
der. We will celebrate Mass here on the actual feast of the dedication of St. John in Lateran Basilica and will explore the 
Church as catholic or universal.   We will go to the Catacombs of St. Callistus on the Old Appian way followed by dinner at 
Cecilia Metella. 
 

Day 7:  Nov 10, Saturday     St. Paul Outside the Walls & Catacombs of St. Agnes We will have the morning 
free to shop or visit favorite places we don’t want to miss.  In the afternoon we will board our coach to the Basilica of St. 
Paul Outside the Walls which houses the remains of St. Paul the Apostle, affectionately known as the Apostle of the Gen-
tiles. Here we celebrate Mass and hear a talk on the Church as apostolic.  This afternoon we depart for the catacombs of St. 
Agnes outside the Walls on the Via Nomentana, where the early Christians hid themselves to escape persecution.  You will 
be free for dinner to explore the many wonderful restaurants in Rome. Overnight at your hotel. 
 

Day 8:  Nov 11, Sunday     Rome  Saint Agnes is the patroness of our Diocese and so we will celebrate Mass at the 
Church of Saint Agnes in the Piazza Navona.  At noon we will gather at St. Peters Square, as thousands do every Sunday, to 
be present for the Papal Blessing by His Holiness Pope Benedict XVI.  Following the Audience we will have a special lunch 
outside of Rome, in the area of Castelgandolfo, today's summer residence of the Pope. While on route we will drive by Al-
bano, Genzano, Nemi, Rocca di Papa, Grottaferrata and Frascati, going along the Via dei Laghi.  Return to Rome to pack 
and to say goodbye to this beautiful city. 

Day 9:  Nov 12, Monday     Rome - USA     Depart for our return flights to JFK. We fondly say,  Arrivederci Roma! 
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December 31st at 8PM 
Where else can you go for New Years Eve for $55.00 per person ? 

 

The Menu includes: 

Fresh Ham, Roasted Turkey, Stuffed Eye Round Roast, 

Stuffed Loin of Pork, Salad and all side dishes. 

Desert, Coffee & Tea 

Open Bar 

 

Only 100 tickets will be sold. For individual or Table Reservations 

call Joe Matera at 585-1615. 

 

              Cenacle Retreats 

Feb 2-4 Dream Workshop “GOD GIVES US MORE 
SONGS IN OUR SLEEP”                                  $160 
This retreat is open to beginners as well as those who have 
made the retreat during the past ten years, and who desire to 
learn how to use their dreams as a pathway to wholeness 
and holiness. The retreat offers participants the opportunity 
to explore the dream symbols and uncover the hidden mes-
sage of a dream.   

Feb 2-4 Midwives to the Future            $160 
In every season of our lives we are called to birth new life. 
Let us look to the women who have been midwives to us. Let 
us look at the women for whom we have been midwives. Let 
us look to our God who has birthed us and called us to give 
life to others.   

Feb 9-11 Discovering the Graced Life—Who Were You 
Before You Put Yourself Last?               $160 
During this special retreat for women, we will excavate the 
dream that God has placed in our heart; and we will discover 
new ways to respond to the gift of grace in our lives. The dy-
namics of this program will include presentations, time for 
quiet reflection, and activities that will facilitate our explora-
tion and help us respond to what God wants to reveal to us. 
Call 631-588-8366 for more information. 
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Gala  

New Years Eve 

Celebration 

St. Regis Knights  of  Columbus 

Seasons  
Greetings !! 

 

   

Thank you  for the wonderful  
response to my wreath sale! 
All the products quickly sold out 
and as a result, I have all the 
funds I’ll need to construct the 
“Rosary Walk.” I hope to complete 
it in  May 2007. I am closer now 
to becoming an Eagle Scout  
because of your support.  
Thanks again.  Dean Jauregui 



Travel Soccer: 
Gene  467-0541 

Intramural Soccer: 
 Beth  737-6299 

Track 
  Karen  588-8636 

Chairman: Henry 

Baseball: 
Gene 588-1879 

Girls Basketball: 
Christine 275-8321 

Boys Basketball: 
Frank 585-6921 

Melchiona  467-6091 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Sport for all Seasons      
 ST JOSEPH CYO 

For the Young at Heart 

 

St Joseph's  
Play Group 

 
Calling all babies, toddlers and pre schoolers -  

Come meet new friends at the St Joseph’s Playgroup! 
Bring your Mom, Dad, Grandparents or caregiver to Father 
Carew Hall on Thursday’s at 9:30 AM. There you’ll meet 
other St Joseph’s families and spend an hour of fun with 
other children from birth to age 5. For more information 

please call Sally Miller at 737-5120. Hope to see you there! 
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YOUTH IN MINISTRY 
Every Sunday at 5:00 PM, St. Joseph’s Parish offers a modern, upbeat, worship experience designed  

especially for youth and their families.   
Everyone in grades 7-12 is invited to participate. 

   We’re looking for: Lectors      Ushers        Musicians/Singers       Altar Servers 
Eucharistic Ministers (Eucharistic ministers must be over 18)   

  
                    For more information about joining Youth in Ministry, contact YIM@StJoRonk.org 

 

 

 

Venturing Events 
Alternate Sundays in Carew Hall after 5:00 PM Mass 
 
 

Pius XII Faith Discussion Groups 
Share with your peers how our faith applies in your 
daily life. Usually on alternate  
Sundays  
 
 

Table Tennis Clinics   
Learn to play “ping-pong” or improve your current skills.  

 

 

 

 

Watch this space for our  
January schedule of events. 
 
Plans in progress : 
Karaoke Workshop 
Karaoke is fun for everyone, even those  
who don’t usually sing. 

Auto Painting 101 
Learn by doing   –   We’ll paint one of the  
parish trucks. 

CPR Course 
Learn skills that could save a life. 

Café Construction Project 
Build new equipment for Café De Notre Dame,  
our Crew’s contribution to the Family Festival. 
 
 

E-mail:   Crew272@StJoRonk.org                                 
Phone:    Advisor Mike Keller          (631) 467-6468 
 
 
 
 

Christ was one child Who knew 
more than His parents --  

yet He obeyed them. 
 

 Join 
Us ! 

Fr Renee will 
show you 

how ! 



 

Courtesy Announcements 
  

Service of Prayer Around the Cross - at Holy Cross Parish on Old Nichols Road in Nesconset on January 22 at 7:30PM. 
This prayer service is filled with peace and encouragement. It lasts less than one hour. Please call 265-2200 if you need 
directions. Everyone is welcome. 
 

Catholic League Speaker - Saturday, January 20th at 8:30AM, James Krug, President of the LI Chapter of the Catholic 
League will speak on “Eugenics and Abortion” at the annual Respect Life Communion Breakfast at St Margaret of Scot-
land in Selden. Full breakfast $10 Adults, $5 Students. Call for reservations at 698-1408 or 696-2995. All are welcome. 
 
 

Retrouvaille You can help your marriage now - Do you feel alone? Are you frustrated or angry 
with each other? Do you argue? Or have you just stopped talking to each other? Does talking about 
it make it worse? Retrouvaille helps couples through difficult times in their marriage.The program 
has helped 10’s of 1000’s of couples experiencing ALL types of marital difficulties. For confiden-
tial information about the Retrouvaille program, or to register for the upcoming weekend beginning 
on Friday, January 12th, please call 1-800-470-2230 and you will be connected directly to Long 
Island/ Metro Retrouvaille. 
 

Smithtown Central School District Adult Basic Education Program–Free Classes ! All Welcome! 
Learn English, Earn your GED (High School Equivalency Diploma, Prepare for Citizenship, Gain 
Basic Computer Skills (Seniors & ESL Students) & Receive Career Counseling! For more info call 
382-2181 or www.smithtown.k12.ny.us 
 

St John’s Bohemian Singles - 55 & Up meets on the 1st & 3rd Sunday of every month in the lower 
level of our church. Coffee & cake is served. If you are interested in a very active group that offers 
a full calendar of social events every month. Please call Mary Ann at 563-8982. Admission is 
$4.00. (St John Nepomocene Church) 
 

Professional Therapy & Counseling provided by NYS licensed psychologists are available to our 
parish. You may be seen at any of the other 70 participating parishes. This program, under the di-

rection of Dr George Giuliani, has been conducted in the diocese for the past 34 years for the convenience of parishioners. 
It is provided by the Catholic Counseling Center, a propriety professional corporation, which is independent of and not 
controlled or supervised by the parish or diocese. Most insurance policies are honored. For confidential information and 
appointment, call Dr Giuliani at 243-1550. 
 
 

Pilgrimage to Sicily & Southern Italy; Spirit & Spirituality  with St Joseph’s College faculty members from May 31 to 
June 10, 2007. For a detailed brochure call Sister Grace at 654-0199 or e-mail growland@sjcny.edu. 
 
St Catherine of Sienna School in Franklin Square is celebrating it’s 50th Anniversary. To mark this historic event they 
are inviting alumni and past faculty from all graduating classes to attend a grand reunion on Saturday, April 21st. For more 
information you can call Diane Shanahan at 1-800-424-3367 Ext 422 or email them at alumni@siennaspirit.org 
 
Former Priests Residence of Holy Cross Church  FOR SALE -  2 storey Colonial, 4 large BR, 2 1/2 baths, Eat in 
Kitchen, LR,DR,Den with new gas fireplace and Office. Newly painted and carpeted. Finished room/ closets in basement. 
Private treed property on Old Nichols Rd. Smithtown School District. Ideal for family with in - home business. Must see. 
Call Parish office at 631-265-2200. 
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We’re Looking For… 
 

 

BOX TOPS - from cereals for Educational purposes are always welcomed. Please drop them in the collection.  
 
DEPOSIT BOTTLES AND CANS- Please place them in the baskets that are located on the school side of the Church 
on weekends or behind the rectory during the week.  
 
CELL PHONES - Please bring your no longer used or needed cell phones and deposit them at the Scrip table in the 
Church lobby.  
 
INKJET CARTRIDGES - Drop them off (in a plastic baggie) when you come to mass.  We will send them to a com-
pany who reuses them and gives the parish a bounty for each.  One note, to clear confusion, if it is larger than a fist, it is 


