
MASS INTENTIONS 
Sunday, February 3, Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 7:00 Cornelius J Dunleavy requested by Loving Wife Anne 
 7:00 Anne DiCanio requested by Joan & Ralph Savire 
 9:00 Palma Puliafito requested by The Buttonow Family 
 9:00 Lauren Gifford requested by MaryEllen Nicoletti 
10:30 Mr & Mrs Dominick Mucci requested by Mr & Mrs Edward Gabriel 
10:30  Edward Cronin requested by Loving Nieces & Nephews 
12:00 Josephine Castrogiovanni requested by Castrogiovanni Family 
12:00 Elizabeth & James DeMaio requested by Loving Granddaughter 
 5:00 Luke & Mary Gallo requested by Bridget McCormack 
 5:00 Dawn Gordon requested by Mr & Mrs Kittel 
Monday, February 4 
 7:00 Kenneth Monte requested by AnnMarie & Frank Monte 
 7:00 Salvatore Demartine requested by John & Anne Farkos 
 9:00 Deceased Members Bosack & Smigelski Families requested by  
         Jim & Jane 
 9:00 Mary McLaughlin requested by The Schilt & Salazar Families 
Tuesday, February 5, St Agatha 
 7:00 Jose Martins & Manuel Martins Ramos requested by Loving Family 
 7:00 Estelle Boucher requested by Patrick Daly 
 8:45 Rosemarie Bassett requested by Vicente & Buoro Families 
 8:45 Peter Biegen requested by Loving Family 
 7:30 PM  Prayer Service & Distribution of Ashes 
Wednesday, February 6, Ash Wednesday 
 7:00 The People of the Parish 
 9:00 The People of the Parish 
12:10, 5:00 & 7:30 PM     Prayer Services & Distribution of Ashes 
Thursday, February 7 
 7:00 Vita Wood requested by Mr & Mrs Cauchi 
 7:00 Estelle Boucher requested by Kathleen Daly 
 9:00 Marguerite & Timothy Cleere & Family requested by  
         Timothy & Jean Cleere & Family 
12:10 Joan Zichetella requested by JoAnn & Bob Signore 
Friday, February 8, St Jerome & St Josephine Bakhita 
 7:00 Bob Colon requested by Corrie Kay  
 7:00 Albine Giliberto requested by Les & Josiane & Family 
 9:00 Maria Camilliti requested by Loving Family 
 9:00 Jose Martins requested by The Mawn Family 
12:10 Helene Nieswandt (living) requested by Loving Daughter 
Saturday, February 9 
 8:00 Edie Ryan requested by Loving Family 
 8:00 Edward Szynaka requested by Loving Family 
Anticipated Mass for Sunday 
 5:00 Edward Cronin requested by Rosemary & Jerry McMenamin 
 5:00 William Slinkowsky requested by The Patterson Family 
Sunday, February 10, First Sunday of Lent 
 7:00 Kathleen Pagliuca requested by Loving Husband 
 7:00 Anne Dicanio requested by Lucy Palumbo 
 9:00 James Gibson requested by Patricia Brozinsky  
 9:00 Jack Kelleher requested by Cathy & Norm West 
10:30 Chris Rassmen requested by Sue & Robert Krause 
10:30 Salvatore SanFilippo requested by Frances Marsacci 
12:00 Elizabeth Hickey requested by Anne Bannon & Family 
12:00 Donna Martinez requested by Mr & Mrs Edward Gabriel 
 5:00 Dorothea Slinkosky requested by The Patterson Family 
 5:00 Carmine Rocco Gaccione requested by Joe Dinatale 

 
 

  
Ash Wednesday -  

A Call to Conversion 
 
 

      On Tuesday, February 5th at 7PM  we will 
share Hot Cross Buns and fellowship followed 

by our very moving Prayer Service and  
distributing of Ashes at 7:30.  

 
The Eucharist will be celebrated on  
Ash Wednesday, February 6th at  

7 and 9 AM 
Ashes will be distributed after the homily at 

each of these celebrations.  
 

Ashes will also be distributed at the Service of 
the Word at 12:10, 5 and 7:30 PM. 
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    ALTAR BREAD & WINE  
             In Memory of  
               
                  Requested by 
              

OUR LITURGY 
 

 

The Prophet Zephaniah says that the Israelites who would 
remain close to God were those who were humble. The  

letter from Paul says that the Lord chose the Humble and 
lowly to teach lessons to those who think they are wise. In 
the Gospel, Jesus gives us the beatitudes, which confirm 

that the humble are the ones who are truly blessed.  

 

OUR PRIEST-CELEBRANTS 
 

   This Week                Next  Week 
 
     5:00 PM     
     7:00 AM             
     9:00 AM            
   10:30 AM            
   12:00 Noon          
     5:00 PM           
 

  F ANYONE WOULD LIKE TO BRING UP  THE GIFTS AT THE  MASSES ON  
SATURDAY OR SUNDAY,  PLEASE CONTACT ONE OF THE USHERS WHEN  YOU  
ARRIVE FOR  MASS. 

Fr Tapel 
Fr Tapel 
Fr Boyle 
Fr Maffeo 
Fr Boyle 
Fr Maffeo  

Fr Maffeo 
Fr Maffeo 
Fr Tapel 
Fr Boyle 
Fr Tapel 
Fr Boyle 
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FROM THE DESK OF FR. MIKE  
 

be taking pledges for the 2008 Catholic Ministries 
Appeal.  You can make you pledge at the table in the 
lobby, or by filling out the form in the bulletin and 
send it to the rectory or you can send it directly to the 
Diocesan Office. You should have received a letter 
from Bishop Murphy by now, or you will be receiving 
it shortly.  This letter tells us all about this worthwhile 
appeal and how so many people, even some of your 
neighbors have been helped in the past and present.  
While this is truly a Long Island, and at times is 
seems so big, its not so big when it comes to those in 
need, and these days there are so many in need!  Like-
wise the Catholic Ministries Appeal helps the Diocese 
maintain the Catholic School System (our High 
Schools and Elementary Schools even our own St.  
Joseph’s School).  It also supports our Catholic            
Hospitals (that serve so many Long Islanders) the  
Pastoral Formation Program, Masters of Arts         
Program, the Diaconate Program and the Seminary 
of the Immaculate Conception (where men are trained 
for the Priesthood like Fr. Lee and Deacon Lachlan). 
Our parish goal for this year is $89,616, which is a  
little higher than last year’s but when you know how 
many people are helped I know we can do it.  Please 
consider a pledge of at least $200 which you can pay 
off over 10 months making a pledge payable for only 
$20 a month.  Remember for each pledge of $200 or 
more we will hold a raffle for 5 dinners for two with 
the priests and deacons of the parish.  Last years           
winners had such a wonderful time and dinner.  Please 
give as generously as you can.  If it’s been a while 
since you gave to this appeal or have never made a 
pledge, please also consider giving this year: we can-
not do it without you, and when we support projects 
like the Ministries Appeal, we are putting the             
Beatitudes into full practice.  

God bless you always. 
Fr. Mike 

 
 

  
  

    This is our last Sunday of Ordinary Time until we 
complete our Lenten and Easter Journeys, so it is very 
good that this week’s Gospel is the Sermon on the 
Mount; featuring the Beatitudes of Jesus.  Why is this 
good? Well the matters which the Beatitudes place be-
fore us provide us with very good food for thought and 
prayer as we enter into the holy season of Lent which 
we will begin this Wednesday February 6th.   
   As we look at the account, we notice that Matthew 
wants Jesus to be seen in the same light that the people 
see Moses.  In fact, Matthew subscribes to one of the 
traditions that the Messiah would be one who would 
come and act just like Moses. So Matthew makes sure 
you know that Jesus climbs the mount to deliver the  
Beatitudes just as Moses climbed Mt. Sinai, where he 
received from God the 10 Commandments. But here is 
where the similarity ends; for Moses climbed Mt. Sinai, 
because he was commanded to do so, and he was given 
the 10 Commandments by God. However, Jesus climbs 
the Mount according to His own will and He does not 
receive the Beatitudes; rather, He speaks them under 
His own Divine Authority.  The Beatitudes take the 10 
Commandments to the next step by teaching us how to 
live out the Commandments and truly build the King-
dom of God.  This is seen when we look at the whole 
Sermon and the Beatitudes show us how to be true       
disciples of Jesus as we saw last week. While the          
Commandments, for the most part, are “Thou shall 
not”; the Beatitudes are; “Blessed are those.” Now we 
may ask; how can those who are poor, meek, hungry or 
thirsty be blessed?  How can those who the world          
considers at a disadvantage be blessed by God?  But as 
one article that I came across on the Beatitudes points 
out, what is poor in spirit if it is not total dependence on 
God and realizing that God is the center and reality of 
the universe.  One who is mourning is certainly not 
happy, but if one is grieving one is showing how one 
can and truly does  love.  Those who show mercy are 
the ones who work for a better world.  In this way all 
the situations presented to us through the Beatitudes 
lead us to the blessings of God and challenge to live life 
in a way that is different from the rest of the world. As 
St. Paul tells us today, we were chosen not according to 
the world’s standards but according to God’s. And 
when we live according to the standards given to us in 
the Sermon we are indeed going beyond Thou shall not, 
to this is how you positively change the world and love 
and serve God and one another.   
    This weekend and for the next two weekends we will  
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REMEMBER OUR SICK 
  

Rosemarie Aiello   Edmond Blinn 
Oliver Bouchard   Sr Marie Denise 
Michael DePinto   Nesam Devaraj 
Brian Devereux   John Dwyer 
Louis Fava    Paul Feltman 
Joanne Fergus   Robert Filce 
Ann Fortunato   Vincent Fortunato 
Louise Harney   Kyle Heffron 
Jane Keaveny   Vincent Keaveny 
Cheryle Kijik   Krystyna Kuras 
Marion Lewis   Georgiana Lopez 
Bill Mangan    Marie Mangan 
Msgr Frank Midura  Toby Monti 
Barbara Mooney   Catherine Mytko 
James O'Donnell   Joanora O'Donnell 
Marion Pedroli   Grace C Peshkur 
Anna Plude    Nicole Ramaglia 
John Reynolds   John Walter Rochford 
Dawn Saporito   Karen Seibel-McCullagh 
Barbara Seibel-Schoenfeld Margie Sempey Mytko 
Irene Sherry    Darryll Smith 
Ken Stokes    Stacie Tizzard 
Lloyd Turnier   Patricia Vasiento 
Philip Weiner   Samuel Joseph Baxter 
 
PLEASE NOTE: To keep our prayer list current, we will keep 
names on the sick list for two months. We ask families to return 
the bulletin cut-out to include names of those who are ill for an-
other two months.  

PRAY FOR OUR TROOPS 
SGT Deborah Alfieri  PFC Matthew Altonji 
LCPL Justin Aragones  TSGT Louis Barletta 
2LT Stephen Bartoszak  LT Michael-Jon Bonacorsa 
LCPL John Brown  PFC Justin Browne 
LTCOL James Cersosimo CPL Glenn Clacher 
SPC Thomas E. Corcoran SPC Jason Crawford 
CPT Edward Cuevas  PFC John B Cuneo 
SGT Ryan Delaney  TSGT Timothy Dermody 
LTCOL Kurt Diehl  SGT Stephen DiGirolamo 
SSGT Tony Elliott  LT Kelly Fletcher 
SPC Adam Franciosa  CPT Mark Gillman 
CPT Evan Gotkin  RCT RJ Hartmann 
AB J.R. Kay   SGT John W Keohane 
SSGT Steven Knight  CPL Andrew Kochman 
PFC Thomas Lupo  SGT Wade Lynch 
LCPL  Marshall  PVT Thomas B McGinn 
SGT Patrick McNally  PFC William Meyer 
CPO Gregory Migliore  SGT Glenn Miller 
2LT Heather Miras  SGT Daniel Montville 
SSGT Brian Moran  MAJ Gregory Mueller 
LCPL Thomas Napolitano LCPL Michael Napolitano 
PVT Todd Nelson  LCPL James Neubauer 
LCPL Anthony Notaroberta PVT James Notaroberta 
SGT Brian Pacella  N/Seal Paul Padro 
ENS3 Lucy Padro  CPT Michael Parisi 
2LT Anthony Parisi  MAJ Paul E Pinaud 
CTR2 Matthew Pistritto LT David A Rewkowski 
SGT Edwin Rivera, II  LCPL William R Rodgers 
LCPL Anthony Sbrocco SSGT Jason Schiavo 
CPL Brian Schildt  LCPL W.Mason Shehan 
SPC James Stanek  PVT Erica Sweeney 
PFC Greg Terrish  CPL Jason Tulowitzki 
SSGT Nick Vicale  SGT John Thomas Vogt 
LCPL Brandon Waldon  SGT Randolph Weaver 
2LT John Wolven   
If you would like to include a soldier from your family who is serving, 
please fill out the cut out  below & put it in the collection basket. REMEMBERING THE SICK 

Please include the following in the bulletin sick list: 
______________________________ 

Name of person who is ill: 
 

_____________________________ ____________________ 
Person making this request: Relationship to ill person 
 
Your Phone #:  _____________________ 

(Please place in collection basket or return to Church Office) 
(Friends can be placed on the silent prayer list only) 

REMEMBERING OUR TROOPS 
Please include the following soldier in your prayers : 

______________________________ 
Name, Rank and Branch of Service 

 

_____________________________ ____________________ 
Person making this request: Relationship to Soldier 
 

Your Phone #:  _____________________ 
(Friends can be placed on the silent prayer list only) 

 

REMEMBER OUR DEAD 
  

William F Barry, Albine Giliberto, Helen Garrigan-Rumpf, Doreen Holt, Nina Sabatelle, Antoinette Pollizatto, 
 our deceased soldiers and all of our deceased relatives and friends. 

 
Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord and let perpetual light shine upon them. May they rest in peace.  

May their souls and all the souls of the faithful departed rest in peace. Amen 
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Religious Education  
 reled@stjoronk.org 

 

Office Hours are: 
        9 - 4 on Monday & Thursday                  
     10 - 4 on Tuesday & Wednesday 
 

All of our children who are preparing to receive first 
Eucharist received their first Reconciliation two weeks 
ago. Their banners have been hanging in the sanctuary. 
Level 1 Activity, Monday, February 4.  Please come at 
your scheduled time.    
 

There are no Religious Ed classes on Tues Feb. 5th. or 
Wed. Feb. 6th Ash Wednesday.    
 

On Monday February 11th our Level 4 students will 
receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation.  Please check 
the notice you will receive in class.  
 

  

  Outreach 
            sjpo@verizon.net 
 

 

            
The Outreach cliental are in need of  toiletries -        
toothpaste, soap, deodorant, toilet paper, shampoo, etc. 
- please help them if you can. Also paper towels, tissues 
and paper napkins would be appreciated. All donations 
can be left by the Blessed Mother statue in the front of 
the Church. Thank you.   
 

 

    Hold The Date 
 

St Joseph’s  
Centennial Dance  

will be held  
    Saturday, April 6,2008 

     at 7:30 PM 
 

 

    St Joseph’s School  
school@stjoronk.org 

 
Thank you to all who helped to make 
Catholic Schools Week so successful. 
Our opening Mass on Sunday was 
beautifully celebrated by Fr. Mike 
Maffeo. 
 We had many visitors come through 
both of our school buildings. This year we had over 
300 grandparents and visitors to our Tea. Our teachers 
and  students did a remarkable job of producing a high 
quality academic display. Guests continually remarked 
at the high academic levels that all our children are 
performing at that were not visible in other schools. 
The festivities of the week were all well attended and 
received by all. We should all be very  proud of every-
one who has such an integral part in the success of our 
school! 
 
Registration begins on Monday, February 4th for stu-
dents in grades  Nursery - Grade 8 for the 2008-2009 
school year. Registration will be on going thru the 
year, however, we will be placing students on the 
waiting list when each class is full. 
 
Our students will be celebrating a Mardi Gras and Ash 
Wednesday this  week as part of our religious            
observance. Since we are just coming down from all 
the activities of Catholic Schools Week we will be 
celebrating on a much  smaller scale. 

 
    Lenten Learning 

A new selection of Lenten           
literature for adults, teens and 
youngsters is now available on 

our parish bookrack in the         
vestibule of the church. 

We invite you to browse our 
selection of  booklets, some of which include: 

“Safe Fasting for Teens” - “Lenten Saints” 
“The Seven Last Words of Christ”   

“The Way of Love”- “40 Ways for 40 Days” 
 “Lenten Prayers for Seniors”  

“A Scriptural Way of the Cross” 
As well as story and coloring books for your children. 

 
 

 

   Lilly Grace Ferreri 
     Lisa Anne Marino 



Weekly Offering 
 
  

      Sunday, January 27, 2007 Offerings  $16,776 
 Same collection last year   18,290  
 
 

                                Number of envelopes     601     

     Poor Box last weekend       $279 
 
 

 Fuel Collection  $7,474 
      Same time last year  7,896 
 
 

December Weekly Budget Amount $18,125 
 Last Week’s Collection 16,776 
                                        Shortfall   $  -1,349   
 
 

                Snow Removal Collection    $1,188 
                                  Last Year              1,027 
 

 Thank you  for your generous response to the  appeal             
    for increased giving. 

                 God Bless You Always,  Fr Mike     
 

      
CATHOLIC DAUGHTERS NEWS 

There will be no meeting of our Court in February. 
Happy Valentine’s Day! Next scheduled meeting will 
be at 7 pm on March 4th, Carew Hall, Room B. 

C. West, Regent 585-1719     
 M. Flood, Vice Regent 585-5352 

 
     

Banns of Marriage 
           (First Time) 

 
Jacqueline Weis of St Joseph’s 
  and Christian Lyon of OLPH, Lindenhurst  
Stephanie Hardie of St Joseph’s 
  and David Shearer of St Rose, Hampton Bays  
Tara Adamo and Michael McEvoy  
   both of St Joseph’s 
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  RESPECT LIFE 
  VATICAN POSITION ON  

NUTRITION and HYDRATION 
     In may hospitals, families of patients in a 
Permanent Vegetative State (PVS) are asked 

their thoughts about removal of the patient’s feeding tube. 
On September 14, 2007, the Vatican announced its defini-
tive ruling that declared the withdrawal of nutrition and 
hydration from such patients to be immoral. The ruling was 
in response to questions about nutrition and hydration 
raised by the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops 
(USCCB). The responses from the Vatican are: 
     >Is administration of food and water (whether by natural 
or artificial means) to a patient in a ‘vegetative state’ mor-
ally obligatory except when they cannot be assimilated by 
the patient’s body or cannot be administered to the patient 
without causing significant physical discomfort? 
     YES. The administration of food and water even by arti-
ficial means is, in principle, an ordinary and proportionate 
means of preserving life. It is therefore obligatory to the 
extent which, and for as long as, it is shown to accomplish 
its proper finality, which is the hydration and nourishment 
of the patient. In this way suffering and death by starvation 
and dehydration are prevented. 
     >When nutrition and hydration are being supplied by 
artificial means to a patient in a ‘permanent vegetative 
state’, may they be discontinued when competent physi-
cians judge with moral certainty that the patient will never 
recover consciousness? 
     NO. A patient in a ‘permanent vegetative state’ is a per-
son with fundamental human dignity and must, therefore, 
receive ordinary and proportionate care which includes, in 
principle, the administration of water and food, even by 
artificial means. 
     An accompanying note said the ruling does not apply in 
some places or situation when artificial delivery of food 
and water is impossible to accomplish. But the ruling states 
the obligation to offer whatever minimal available treat-
ments possible. The note also references no feeding re-
quirements for patients who, because of medical conditions, 
‘may be unable to assimilate food and liquids, so that their 
provision becomes altogether useless.’  
     The ruling regards provision of food and water, even by 
artificial means, a ‘natural means’ for preserving life rather 
than a ‘therapeutic treatment.’ Their use should be consid-
ered ‘ordinary and proportionate’, even when the vegetative 
state is prolonged.                                                          
John-Henry Western, LifeSiteNews.com  9/14/07 
 
  
PREGNANCY CRISIS HOTLINE  - We are here to help you. 
Please call 981-6888.      
 

 

Mark Your Calendars  

 
 

Feb 3  Scout Sunday - Pancake Breakfast 
Feb 4  Baptism Class 8-9 PM Rectory Basement 
Feb 6  Ash Wednesday 
Feb 8  Stations of the Cross 7:30PM Church 
Feb 9  Free Throw Contest 8:30-11:30 in Gym 
Feb 11 Baptism Class 8-9 PM Rectory Basement 
Feb 15 Stations of the Cross 7:30PM Church 
Feb 22 Stations of the Cross 7:30PM Church 



Can you help those in need? 
 

One of our goals is to have every family participate in this Appeal by responding with a YES or a NO. We are 
hopeful that every family in our parish & diocese has responded to this call for sacrifice. Our goal has been based 
on every family making an equal sacrifice, not an equal gift. Look at what God has given to you and your  
family and consider the gift you can give to help those in need here on Long Island. Only you can decide what 
that gift will be. If you have not yet responded, please consider what you can do to the best of your ability to help 
our parish reach those in need. 

 
 

Please consider what you can do to make this campaign successful.  
 

Please make your check payable to:      Pledge:  $_________ 
Catholic Ministries Appeal      Down Payment:   $_________ 
          Balance:  $_________ 
Parish: _______        

Payment Plan: 
Name:  ________________________    □Monthly  □ Quarterly 
Address: ______________________ _    □Annually  □ Other 
City, State, Zip: ______________________   
Phone:___________________ Donor Signature: ______________________ Date __________ 
 

** Pledges of $200 or more will be entered into a drawing. Five winners will 
          each receive an invitation for dinner for two with your parish priests! 

2008 Catholic Ministries Appeal 
The Hands of Christ-Supporting the Community Around Us 

You Can Make the Difference 
 

     We are asking each Family to make a commitment 
to both their parish and to their faith. By responding to 
this appeal it shows that your faith is deeply rooted in 
the teachings of helping one another to serve one an-
other as Jesus has taught us. 
 
     God has blessed us all in many different ways and 
we ask that every family please consider making a sac-
rifice to the best of their ability based on those bless-
ings. Your responses will help the many families across 
our diocese that look to the ministries for funding. Your 
gift will continue the mission of helping those in need.  
 
     Making a sacrifice for another is an unselfish act that 
will help so many.  Pledges are a journey of faith in 
both the Ministries future as well as your own. 
Please consider what God has blessed you with and re-
turn a portion back. 

Catholic Ministries Appeal Mailing 
 

The Catholic Ministries Appeal packet 
has been mailed to every registered parishioner 

that is on the diocesan database. When your 
packet arrives, please take the time to review the 
information, which outlines this appeal. To be 
successful, we need to hear from everyone. For 
those who do not receive a packet in the mail, 
extra materials are available in the back of the 

Church. If you should have any questions please 
don’t hesitate to call the Appeal office at  

516-379-5210 x2. 
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A NOTE ON THE SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION! 
 
 During this Season of Lent the Church asks us to take a good look at our lives and see how we can 
change them so we can better celebrate and participate in the Pascal Mystery.  Part of the discipline 
of Lent is fasting and other works of self-denial, attending daily Mass, praying the Stations of the 
Cross, and going to the Sacrament of Reconciliation.   
    All Christians should remember that at Baptism we are called to proclaim and live the good news of Jesus Christ.  We 
are called constantly to conversion, which is a profound change of the whole person to become more and more like 
Christ.  This call is not just given to us at Baptism.  No, this call to convert is given to us to be lived out every single day 
and Lent and Easter especially remind us of this fact.  Everyday is a day for us to die to sin and rise to new life with 
Christ, however, when we realize that we have not been totally successful at doing this, we are called to the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation.  With God’s help and grace, this recognition of our sinfulness leads us to contrition and the intent to start 
over.  When we feel the forgiveness we receive through Reconciliation we experience the love of God and a great weight 
taken off our shoulders.   
    With this understanding if how Reconciliation helps us, you would think that people would flock to celebrate this Sac-
rament.  Sadly, this is not the case and it seems that this is the one Sacrament that people avoid like the plague!  Why is 
this, when you ask most priests about this Sacrament and they say that they love to celebrate it, when they are the minis-
ter: but they themselves say they dislike going to Confession!   Again why?   Most likely it is because none of us likes to 
look at our life and see where we have not been perfect and we don’t want to look any further.  It is just like looking in 
the mirror and not liking your physical appearance so you choose to change what you don’t like.  The same should be true 
when we don’t like the state of our soul and spiritual life.  We can change it, and the way to do that is to go to Confes-
sion. Sometimes people do not go because they think the priest will not like them any more or will think less of you.  
Nothing can be farther from the truth.  In fact, when you go to Confession the priest only thinks the best of you and how 
you are trying to change your life to come back closer to God.  Sometimes people ask why do I even have to go to a 
priest, after all only God can forgive sins: right!  Or perhaps God already knows what I did or I do not have to talk to God 
through the priest so why is he even involved?  
    The answer to all the above is yes, and you should go directly to God about your sins, so you will know what to bring 
to the Sacrament of Reconciliation.  But there is more, because God wants us to do things in a Human Way with human 
beings helping one another.  We are reminded of this every time we think about the Mystery of the Incarnation (God be-
coming one of us in the person of Jesus) which we celebrate every Christmas.  In His earthly ministry, Jesus began to 
show us how to minister and help one another, and through the Church, and its Sacraments and Ministers, Jesus continues 
to show us.  In the Sacrament of Reconciliation, (as in all of the Sacraments) the Priest takes the place of Christ, he is 
there not so you can talk to God through him, but so God can talk to you through the priest.  The priest is also there as 
another human being who is filled with compassion and love for you, and he like you is also a sinner who is sharing life’s 
journey with you, so he too knows the guilt and effects of sin.  He is not there to judge you, but to help you truly experi-
ence the forgiving love of the Father.  Likewise when we sin, we affect the holiness of the Church and the World; for eve-
rything we do that is bad has a bad effect, and everything we do that is good has a good effect.  The Sacrament of Recon-
ciliation undoes the bad and restores the holiness to the Church and the World.   
    What is required for one to properly celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation?  It is really quite simple.  One must be 
truly sorry for their sins, make a complete recitation of their sins to the priest, make some Act of Contrition, be given an 
act of penance (as a way of expressing sorrow and seeking God’s help to avoid this sin: this could be either some prayer 
or act of charity or mercy the priest assigns), and make a firm promise to try their best not to commit the same sin(s).  
This is all summed up with the words of Absolution: 
“God the Father of mercies, through the death and resurrection of His Son has reconciled the world to Himself and 
sent the Holy Spirit among us for the forgiveness of sins; through the ministry of the Church may God give you par-
don and peace, and I Absolve you from your sins, In the name of the Father, and of the Son + and of the Holy Spirit.  
Amen”  
    It is for this reason that Christ gave the Church this wonderful Sacrament, why the priest is present, and why we should 
not be afraid of the Sacrament.  If only more people could see this great outpouring of love, grace, and forgiveness that 
God wishes to share with us.  

See you in Confession; for days and times please consult the bulletin. 
Fr. Mike 
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Paschal Candle Memorials 
 

 

If  you would like to memorialize the Paschal Candle for the upcoming year please fill out 
and  return this tab with your payment of $100 to the Rectory. 

 
 
In Memory of:_____________________________ 
 
 
From:______________________________ 
 
Telephone:___________________ 
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Rules of Fast and Abstinence 
During the season of Lent the Church calls us to fast and 
abstain. The days of fast are Ash Wednesday and Good  
Friday. Fast means that those between the ages of 18 and 
59 limit themselves to one full meal and eat nothing             
between meals. The other meals on a fast day are light 
meals. All the Fridays of Lent, as well as Ash Wednesday 
and Good Friday, are also days of abstinence, which means 
that those 14 years of age and older are to abstain from 
eating meat. 

Daily Mass—A Lenten Tradition 
Monday through Friday 7AM, 9AM and 12:10 PM.   Saturday at 8AM 
Sunday Masses remain the same at 5PM on Saturday, 7, 9 & 10:30 AM, 12 Noon and 5PM on Sunday 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation 
 

Daily as we pray the “Our Father “ we petition our God to “forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 
against us.” These simple words recall the basic need that each of us has to experience forgiveness and to share it with 
others. As a faith community the Sacrament of Reconciliation has long served to seek forgiveness of God and to be rec-
onciled with one another. Celebrating the Sacrament of Reconciliation provides us with an encounter with our Compas-
sionate God. Lent is an especially opportune time to experience God’s mercy in this sacramental way.  
 

The parish offers weekly celebrations of the sacrament  each Monday, Wednesday & Friday after the 7 & 9 AM Masses 
and on Saturday after the 8AM Mass and from 4-4:45 PM. 
 

The Sacrament  of Reconciliation will also be celebrated at the following times: 
Monday of Holy Week  - March 17 - after the 7 & 9 AM masses , 4-5PM and 7-8:30PM 
Wednesday of Holy Week -  March 19 - after the 7 & 9AM masses  

Stations of the Cross 
Recalling the Passion of our Lord Jesus during the season of Lent has nourished Catholics from the earliest days of           
Christianity. One of the traditional ways in which we recall Jesus’ way of the cross is the praying of the Stations of the 
Cross. Join us for the Stations on each of the following Fridays: February 8th 15th,22nd& 29th. March 7th, 14th, 21st. 
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Building for  
the Future 

We’ve begun, but we still need your help. 
As you can see, we are half way to our goal of funds needed to complete the projects we have 
been speaking of since last Spring. The convent has been torn down and all the debris has been 
carted away. Our next step is to permanently install the modular buildings we purchased to             
become our new Religious Education Office. This is made possible by the generosity of all         
parishioners, many of which have already responded. We thank those who have made a pledge or 
donation and we ask you to please help us in any way you can. Use the tear out below and drop it 
in the collection basket at mass or bring/mail to the rectory office at 

45 Church St. Ronkonkoma, NY 11779. God Bless you. 

 

Goal:           $200,000  
 

To Date:      $124,625 
  

Yes, Fr. Mike, I want to Help St. Joseph’s 

Finish the Restoration Projects and Build for the Future! 
 
Name: __________________________________  Phone# ________________ 

 
Address:________________________________________  ID # ___________ 
 
We welcome all pledges. If each family could make a pledge of $200 it would be 
greatly appreciated. All pledges are payable over the period of time you designate. 
 
Pledge Amount _______________   Amount Enclosed __________________ 
 
I would like to make payments of $________ Monthly    Quarterly please circle one 

Fr. Mike, I authorize you to charge my credit card for $______ each month until the 
total of my pledge is paid in full. 
 
Credit Card Type:  MC   Visa  American Express Other  _________________ 
Credit Card # ________-_______-_______-__________  
Security code # on back of card (3 or 4 digit #) ____Expiration Date   ______ 

 
Signature ______________________________________________________ 

It’s Time 



 

 

REMEMBERING 
Friends and LOVED ONES  

 
Help Us Grow 

the  
Tree Of Life  

At  
St Joseph’s 

 
 
 
 

    Throughout 
the ages, trees have symbolized life. The Tree of Life 
at St Joseph’s represents our parish’s commitment to 
life by providing for the spiritual, educational and so-
cial needs of our parish. The beautiful sculptures, 
leaves and stones render a tale of support, friendship, 
remembrance and dedication. 
   Occupying a prominent position in our Baptistry, and 
All Saints Shrine, the Tree of Life commemorates our 
support of St Joseph’s Parish. Leaves and stones 
may be engraved to honor benefactors, highlight or 
memorialize people or events with special significance 
in life, or express the sentiments of donors. 

The Leaves 
Each inscribed leaf on The Tree of Life represents a 
gift of $1,000 or more. Inscriptions may recognize a 
valued friend and supporter of St Joseph’s Church, 
celebrate a significant event in your family, or memori-
alize a loved one. 

The Stones 
Each inscribed stone permanently recognizes a con-
tribution of $5,000 or more given by an individual 
benefactor, foundation or corporation. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Name________________________________________ 
Address______________________________________ 
Town__________________State______Zip_________ 
Phone _______________________________________ 

      

      

      

      

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Bricks For The Future 

    Bricks For the Future welcome our  
parishioners and friends alike as they enter St Jo-
seph’s Church each day. Some stop to read the in-
scriptions, others to say a prayer in memory.  As we 
hear The Word proclaimed inside the Church build-
ing, outside on the step we are witnesses to that 
faith. 
    The growth of the Bricks for the Future  program 
at St Joseph’s Church through your gift, allows you 
to have a significant and meaningful part in develop-
ing and sharing our Community of faith and love in 
Jesus. Your contribution helps St Joseph sustain our 
parish plant and buildings to keep them from deterio-
rating now and in the future as major projects arise. 
    Your tax deductible gift gives you the opportunity 
to share with others those special persons and 
meaningful events that touch, shape and illuminate 
your life. 
    Each brick  in the walk represents a gift of $1,800.  
Brick inscription allows up to 4 rows of characters, 
symbols and spaces as shown above (approx 28). If 
you wish to have a special symbol (shamrock, cross, 
heart) on the tab of the brick, please contact the rec-
tory.       
 

 Single Annual Semi Annual Quarterly  Monthly 

Tree of Life Leaf $1000 $334 $167 $84 $28 

Tree of Life Stone $5000 $1667 $834 $417 $139 

Brick For the Future $1800 $600 $300 $150 $50 

 Upon receipt of your down payment we will send 
you a form for the exact wording of the inscription. 
For your convenience we will mail you a statement 
according to your payment schedule.  
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The Calendar Club 

 
 

           Everyday for the next year we will draw one number. The owner 
of that number will win the prize for that day. Then the number is put back 
into the mix for the next day’s drawing, giving you yet another opportunity 
to WIN!!!! 
 

A donation of only $25 buys you 1 number and 362 chances to win. 
A donation of $100 will buy you 1,810 chances to win!!!!!! 

 
Your donation must accompany this form. The calendars will be mailed to you when all returns 
are received. In order to kick off the drawing in January of 2008, we ask you to return your  
request as soon as possible. Thank you and Good Luck 
  
MAIL ALL DONATIONS TO:  St Joseph Church  
       45 CHURCH STREET 
       RONKONKOMA, NY 11779-3300 
 
 NOTE: If more than 1000 calendars are sold, prizes will be increased proportionately. 
 
 
MEMBERS NAME: ____________________________                                                                          
ADDRESS: ____________________________________                                                                         
                                                                                                                                 
TELEPHONE NUMBER:  ________________________     
                                                                             
NUMBER OF CALENDARS:                    X $25   = $ ______             
     
     5 FOR $100 TOTAL ENCLOSED  $ __________ 

 

For Your Chance to Win Each Day for the Next Year 

Don’t miss out on all the fun !!! 
 

The winning is about to begin!! 



For more check out www.faithontap.org orcontact youngadults@drvc.org or 516-678-5800 ext. 616 for more info 

Pub Night: The Diocese Young Adult 
Office invites those in their 20s and 30s 
to join us for happy hour on Monday, 

February 11. Come to Jackie Reily's on 
3964 Hempstead Tpke in Bethpage from 

7:00 - 10:00 p.m., hear the music of 
Kevin Smith, and meet new folks; free 

admission. Contact youn-
gadults@drvc.org or 515-678-5800 ext. 

616 for more info.  

  

 
 

Fertility Awareness 

Monday, February 4th: All married,  
single, men and women, in their 20s and 30s are invited 
to attend a special presentation given by Virginia Cor-

bett, RN, FCP on Fertility Awareness: Understanding the 
Gift. It will be held on Monday, February 4th at 7:00pm 

at The Life Center, 35 East Willow St, Massapequa. 
Contact us by January 31 at 516-678-5800 x616 or 
youngadults@drvc.org to let us know you're coming.   

Dance Night:  Join young adults (ages 20s - 30s) 
at Club 56 at 56th Fighter Group Restaurant on route 110, 
Farmingdale for a night of Salsa, Cha-Cha, Hustle, Swing 
& More. $10 admission includes dance lessons and buffet 
dinner. Contact catholic@hofstra.edu,  or 516-463-7210 

for more info 

Mission Trip to Kingston Jamaica 

March 5th - 9th:  Join the Office of New 
Evangelization for a mission trip to Kingston, Jamaica to 
work with the Missionaries of the Poor. The trip is from 

March 5th through 9th. The only cost other than the airfare 
is a $100 stipend for room and board. Travel arrangements 
can be made through AVIA TOURS 516-867-2200. Please 

see the attached brochure for detailed info or contact               
Annette Ferrarella 516-312-4646 

DRVC Young Adults:  
Are you looking for a mass with vibrant and faithful young adults & contemporary music? 
If so, please join the Campus Catholic Parish of Long Island at one of our masses held at a nearby college. Just 
because you don't go to that college or you've graduated already doesn't mean that you can't worship with us at 
one of these amazing masses. You are always welcome! Check out our Parish schedule below! 
Sunday Masses: Stonybrook - 5:00 PM - Union Ballroom 
          Adelphi - 7:00 PM - Inter-faith Chapel, University Center 
                          CW Post - 7:30 PM - Inter-faith Center Chapel 
                          Hofstra - 8:30 PM - Greenhouse, Student Center 
Monday Mass: CW Post - 5:00 PM - Inter-faith Center Chapel 
Tuesday Mass: CW Post - 12:30 PM - Inter-faith Center Chapel 
Wednesday Mass: Dowling - 1:30 PM - Admin Bldg - Gold Rm 
    CW Post - 5:00 PM - Inter-faith Center Chapel 
                             SUNY Old Westbury - 5:15pm, HOME - AV-136 
             Hofstra - 9:00 PM - Greenhouse, Student Center 
Thursday Mass: CW Post - 12:30 PM - Inter-faith Center Chapel 
--- 

Any questions, please contact: 
Laura Giannuzzi-Campus Minister, Diocese of Rockville Centre,catholic@hofstra.edu (516) 463-7210  
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Annual Pancake Breakfast 
 

fundraiser of 
St. Joseph’s 

Boy Scout Troop 272 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, February 3, 2008 

8AM – 12 Noon 

Carew Hall 

Adults  -  $5.00 

Children under 10  -  $3.00 

 
 

 
 Tickets can be purchased at the 

door..  Please make your check  
payable to Troop 272, BSA. 
 
Drop the check off at the Parish Office 
or mail it to:  

Troop 272, BSA 
c/o St. Joseph R.C. Church 
45 Church Street 
Ronkonkoma, NY 11779-3300    



 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Sport for all Seasons    
 ST. JOSEPH CYO 

For the Young at Heart 
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YOUTH IN MINISTRY 
Every Sunday at 5:00 PM, St. Joseph’s Parish offers a modern, upbeat, worship experience designed  

especially for youth and their families.   
Everyone in grades 7-12 is invited to participate. 

   We’re looking for: Lectors      Ushers        Musicians/Singers       Altar Servers 
Eucharistic Ministers (Eucharistic ministers must be over 18)   

  
                    For more information about joining Youth in Ministry, contact YIM@StJoRonk.org 

 

Venturing Events 
      In Carew Hall after 5:00 PM Mass 
 

 
Open to all young men & women from 
9th grade to age 20.  For info about 
our crew or to join us, just visit one 
of our meetings.  

    Next Meetings 

    February 10  
 

E-mail:   Crew272@StJoRonk.org                                 
Phone:    Advisor Mike Keller          (631) 467-6468 

Baseball:      
Intramural (Coed, ages 5-16): Gene     588-1879 
Travel * (Boys) : Vinny        467-3651       or  
            Tony        737-8136 
 

Basketball:  
Girls Intramural / Lower Division: Debbie  467-6174 
Girls Intramural / Upper Division: Dave   981-5513 
Clinic Division (Coed Grades K-2) Henry  467-6091    
Boys Intramural(Grades 3-12) : Henry  467-6091 
Travel* (Boys): Vinney   467-3651 
 

Track:         
Boys & Girls, Grades K-8 
Karen  588-8636   or Gina  676-6208 
 

Soccer : 
Intramural Boys & Girls(ages 4-12): Joe 737-6299 
Travel (LIJSL): Tony B     737-5159 
 

Chairman: Henry Melchiona   467-6091 
*Must register for the intramural program as well 
 
SAVE THE DATE: Saturday, February 9th  
From 12 noon to 2PM there will be an in person 
registration for Spring 2008 Baseball, Soccer 
& Track at St Joseph’s School hallway by the 
Gym. See you there! 

St Joseph's Play 
Group 

 

  Calling all babies, toddlers 
and pre schoolers - Come meet new friends at the St 
Joseph’s Playgroup! Bring your Mom, Dad, Grandpar-
ents or caregiver to  Fr. Carew Hall on Thursday’s at 
10:00 AM. There you’ll meet other St Joseph’s  families 
and spend an hour of fun with other children from birth 
to age 5. For more information please call Sally Miller 
at 737-5120. Hope to see you there! 

 
 

    Cub Scout Pack 272 
Boy Scout Troop 272 

St. Joseph’s Cub Scout Pack 272 and Boy Scout 
Troop 272  

have fun, exciting, educational, character building programs  
for boys, age 7 through 17 (first grade and up).  

 For more information or to enroll your child, 
 contact Dr. Louis Scotti at 979-0060  

or e-mail JoinScouting@StJoRonk.org. 



 

Courtesy Announcements 
President’s Day Blood Drive - Monday, February 18th from 4-9PM. A community Blood Drive will be held at the 
Knights of Columbus Council Hall on Rosevale Ave & Pond Rd, Ronkonkoma. Persons 18 & older are asked to please 
donate a special gift, a pint of blood, to save a life. Free Buffet & Raffles for all who donate. To schedule an appointment 
call coordinator Karl Sundquist at 631-265-2691 or just stop by to donate. 
 

Valentine Evening for Married Couples - Thursday, February 14th at the Cenacle Retreat house. Spend a romantic 
evening celebrating the gift of love with a candlelight dinner & renewal of vows in the context of the Eucharist. Registra-
tion begins at 5:30PM & dinner at 6:30 PM with the program concluding by 10:00PM For more information call 588-8366. 
 

Free Food for NY Seniors - the FAN is offering free food for Seniors age 60 and over who are income eligible. New 
eligible include a single senior whose gross monthly is $1,107 or less, and a senior whose gross monthly income is $1,484 
or less. Call 631-491-4166 or 516-623-4568. 
Free Food for NYS Women & Children -the FAN (Food and Nutrition Program) is offering FREE ENFAMIL Formula  
(both regular & Soy), also nutrition food for income eligible children under six years of age (not on WIC) plus pregnant & 

up to one year postpartum women. The INCOME guidelines are: A family of two with a weekly 
gross income of $488 is eligible. For each additional member add $124. Call: 631-491-4166 or 516-
623-4568. 
 

 Meals-On-Wheels - Lake Nutrition Meals-on-Wheels provides food to elderly & homebound 
Monday thru Friday, two meals a day. Hot meals & cold meals are available for a charge of $6 for 
both meals. Call 467-8948 for information. Wanted- Volunteers - 1 hour of your time, 1 day a 
week to deliver meals to the homebound, Monday thru Friday, 10:45-12:00 Noon. Please call Su-
zette at 467-8948  if you are able to help Meals on Wheels. 
 

Smithtown Central School District Adult Basic Education Program–Free Classes! Learn    
English, Earn your GED, High School Equivalency Diploma, Prepare for Citizenship, Gain Basic 
Computer Skills (Seniors & ESL Students) & Receive Career Counseling! For more info call      
382-2181 or www.smithtown.k12.ny.us 
 

Professional Therapy provided by NYS licensed therapists, are available to our parish and 80 
other parishes. It is provided by the Catholic Counseling Center which is independent of & not        
controlled or supervised by the parish or diocese. Most insurance policies are honored. For confiden-
tial information & appointment, call Dr Giuliani at 243-2503. 

2 

The Beginning Experience - help for the heartache of divorce, separation, & widowhood. A weekend away for a  life-
time of change. The next weekend is February 15 through 17th, 2008. For information & reservations, call Connie at 516-
735-1720, Mike at 516-812-6417, or Celia at 516-625-1073. 
 

The 2008 Diocesan Bereavement Conference, “Comfort My Heart” will be held on Sat., March 8th at Kellenberg Memo-
rial High School, Uniondale, 8:30AM-5:30PM, for the bereaved and those caring for them, sponsored by Catholic Ceme-
teries. The day features an opening Keynote by Catherine O’Connor, CSB,PhD, 36 workshops for all losses (registrants 
may choose three), Conference Bookstore and closing Eucharistic Celebration. Breakfast, lunch and conference folder are 
included in the registration fee. Brochures are available by calling 516-334-7990 ext. 120 or 119 or from our web-
site:www.holyroodcemetery.org by simply clicking on the word Bereavement on the bar on top of the home page and then 
scrolling down to bereavement Conference Information. Advance registration is requested.           
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We’re Looking For… 
 

 

BOX TOPS - from cereals for Educational purposes are always welcomed. Please drop them in the collection.  
 

DEPOSIT BOTTLES AND CANS- Please place them in the baskets that are located on the school side of the Church 
on weekends or behind the rectory during the week.  
 

CELL PHONES - Please bring your no longer used or needed cell phones and deposit them at the Scrip table in the 
Church lobby.  
 

INKJET CARTRIDGES - Drop them off (in a plastic baggie) when you come to mass.  We will send them to a com-
pany who reuses them and gives the parish a bounty for each.  One note, to clear confusion, if it is larger than a fist, it is 
not an inkjet cartridge!!! 


