St. Joseph’s Roman Catholic Church

Our Lady of Fatima Devotion
The 1st Saturday of each month will be
devoted to Our Lady of Fatima. The devotion
will include 8am Mass, Novena to Fatima / the
Rosary, Confessions after Mass and fellowship
in Carew Hall at 9am.
Our Lady came to Fatima with a message from God to
every man, woman, and child of our century. Our Lady of
Fatima promised that the whole world would be in peace,
and that many souls would go to Heaven if Her requests
were listened to and obeyed. Please join us in this devotion.

Exposition of the
Blessed Sacrament
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
takes place every Monday
(except holidays)
from 2-6:45 PM
And on each First Friday from
7:30- 8:30PM

Please come and spend some quiet
time with the Blessed Sacrament

St Joseph’s Parish Monthly Recollection
On the First Friday of every month, at 7:30 PM, we hold our Monthly Parish Recollection. This is an hour of
prayer, of recollection before our Lord present in the Blessed Sacrament - whose Sacred Heart is the source of
immense charity and generous love. The foundation of this prayer is God’s presence in our souls as Creator,
Preserver, and Author of Graces (“in Him we live, and move, and are” Acts 17:28). God is our Father, and our
Friend and is our sweet Guest. We must acknowledge the realization of this great truth: God is in each of us,
our soul is His Temple.
This prayer of recollection includes the Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Benediction, Praying of the
Psalms, Silence, Gospel Reading and a Talk /Reflection on the following topics: The Cardinal Virtues of prudence, justice,
temperance and fortitude. The Theological Virtues of faith, hope and love. The gifts of the Holy Spirit; wisdom, understanding,
counsel, fortitude, knowledge, piety and fear of the Lord.
Every soul, hungry & thirsty for God, is invited to this holy hour every First Friday of the month to adore, venerate &
contemplate the Sacred Heart of Jesus, & to have a quiet dialogue with God.
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OUR LITURGY

MASS INTENTIONS

Isaiah expresses a desire for the presence of the Lord in
the midst of a people who have gone astray. Paul reminds
the Corinthians of the great spiritual gifts that God has
given them so as to prepare them for the day of the Lord.
Jesus uses the example of the servants anticipating their
master’s return to call his disciples to always be ready.

ALTAR BREAD & WINE

In Memory of
Theresa & Timothy Donovan
Requested by

Loving Family

OUR PRIEST-CELEBRANTS
This Week

Fr Boyle
Fr Boyle
Fr Thomas
Fr Rene
Fr Maffeo
Fr Rene

Next Week

5:00 PM
7:00 AM
9:00 AM
10:30 AM
12:00 Noon
5:00 PM

Fr
Fr
Fr
Fr
Fr
Fr
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Maffeo
Maffeo
Rene
Boyle
Thomas
Boyle

IF ANYONE WOULD LIKE TO BRING UP THE GIFTS AT THE MASSES ON
SATURDAY OR SUNDAY, PLEASE CONTACT ONE OF THE USHERS WHEN YOU
ARRIVE FOR MASS.

Are You A Registered Parishioner?
Many parishioners support St Joseph’s
in the weekly collection and we do not have
them listed in our census. We would like to
make sure you are given proper credit for
your donations. If you do not receive mail
from us then you are not on our census.
Please fill in the bottom of this page and we
will send you a registration form.
Name:_____________________________
Address:___________________________
Town:_____________________________
City & Zip:_________________________

Sunday, November 30 First Sunday of Advent
7:00 Lean Raia Req. by Anne Kuhlwilm
7:00 Leonor Maynila req. by Al & Eva Villaros
9:00 Charles Powell req. by The Buckley Family
9:00 Rose Sturiano req. by Mr & Mrs Sturiano & Luzzi
10:30 Rose Colicchio req. by S.J. 10:30AM Choir
10:30 Theresa Albert req. by St Joseph’s Catholic Seniors
12:00 Carmen Diaz Calixto req. by The Fischer Family
12:00 Theresa, Albert & Ann D’Angelis req. by Millie & Tom D’Agostino
5:00 Wilhelm Kirschner req. by Loving Family
5:00 Lucy DeRosa req. by Nina Schmidt
Monday, December 1
7:00 Jean LaMura req. by Bruce & Eileen Schurmann
7:00 Paul Citarella req. by The Orellana Family
9:00 Maureen McGroaty req. by Gabe & Joanna Divone
9:00 Stephen Gallagher req. by Janet Lamm
Tuesday, December 2
7:00 People of the Parish
7:00 Sam Monteleone req. by Loving Family
8:45 Marion Pedroli req. by John & Sharon Buckley
8:45 Robert Concannon req. by Clare & Lou Antonucci
Wednesday, December 3
7:00 Teresa Condon req. by Evelyn Pomeroy
7:00 Lois Gilman req. by The Bargeski Family
9:00 Pacita Cabaltica req. by The Maramara Family
9:00 Fred Waldron req. by Mr & Mrs Valsechi
Thursday, December 4
7:00
Francine & Timothy Hordiski (LIVING) req. by Mr & Mrs Recca
7:00
Intentions of the Celebrant
9:00
Anne Donnelly req. by Loving Son & Family
9:00
Rev. Charles Nosser ,Frank C. Larocca & Claranda req. by Frank Larocca
Friday, December 5
7:00 Theresa Condon req. by George & Caroline O’Connor
7:00 People of the Parish
9:00 Chet Fromoltz req. by The Mawn Family
9:00 Danielle Calabrese req. by Dawn Carey & Family
Saturday, December 6
8:00 Theresa & Angelo DeFilippo req. by Loving Family
8:00 Frances Caruso req. by The Balestrieri Family
Anticipated Mass for Sunday
5:00 Josephine Caccappola req. by Cathy & Jim Foy
5:00 Louise Cortese req. by Judey & Al LaRocca
Sunday, December 7
7:00
Frances Groesbeck req. by Linda & Ken Mott
Intentions of the Celebrant
7:00
9:00
John W. Biglin Sr. req. by Loving Wife & Family
9:00
Fordham Buster Grizzard req. by Jim & Arlene Altonji
10:30
10:30
12:00
12:00
5:00

Gabriele Graham req. by Mary Stark
Theresa Albert req. by S.J. Catholic Daughters
Thomas Ryan req. by Loving Family
Mary & Jack D’Agostino req. by Loving Family
Fred Santora req. by Charlie & Janet

5:00
5:00

Agnes Ludwig req. by Charlie & Janet
Lucy DeRosa req. by Nina Schmidt
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FROM THE DESK OF FR. MIKE
One of the hardest things we ever have to do is waiting! We do not like waiting on line, waiting at the doctor’s
office, and most upsetting for us here on Long Island is
waiting for the Long Island Railroad or waiting in traffic. But
today we are told that waiting is not so terrible and in fact it
is truly holy. Yes, we have once again entered into the
Season of Advent; that four week period that precedes the
wonderful Season of Christmas.
The word Advent means coming or arrival, and the waiting and coming of Advent is two-fold. The waiting refers to
Israel waiting for the first humble coming of the Lord as one
of us, and the waiting for Him to come again as the Lord of
History and universal judge. Advent serves as a spiritual
journey for individuals and for the entire church, as we live
in the time between the two comings as we actively allow
Christ to come into us in the here and now. Advent calls us
to a spirit of expectation and longing. A longing for deliverance from the evils of the world which we obtain through
the coming of the Messiah, who according to the Old Testament Traditions would bring Peace, Justice and Righteousness. For the people of the Old Testament this meant
that the Messiah’s coming was not necessarily seen as a
remedy for personal sins. However, when we long for vindication from the evils of the world and seek peace, justice
and righteousness, as they did, it does mean that we must
do our part not to add to the world’s evils by committing any
type of sin. For us this means doing our best to live our
lives according to the Gospel and working for the coming of
the Kingdom.
The colors of Advent are Purple and Rose. Purple is the
color of penitence and fasting, as well as the color of royalty to welcome the both coming of the King of Kings.
Purple is also used during Lent and Holy Week, and when
you put the two seasons together of Advent and Lent we
are reminded of the connection between Jesus’ birth and
His death and resurrection. Rose reminds us of the joy that
is approaching with the first coming of Christ at Christmas,
and also the great joy we will share when Christ comes
again, and of course we light the Rose Candle and wear
the Rose vestments on the Third Sunday of Advent
also known in Latin as Gaudete Sunday (the word for
rejoice).
The major symbol of Advent is the Evergreen and the
Advent Wreath and Candles. The hanging evergreens
boughs or trees help us to remember that new and everlasting life brought to humanity through Jesus, and the evergreen wreath reminds us of God’s eternity and endless
mercy which has no beginning and no end. The candles on
the wreath symbolize the light of God coming into the world
at Christmas and even at the end of time.
Advent is one of the few Christian Festivals that can be
observed in the home, as the whole family can follow the
same activities that are happening in the Church. For example an Advent Wreath can be placed in the dinning room
table or some other central place in the home and a candle
can be lit to correspond to the candle that was lit on the
wreath at Church. Another practice is to purchase or make

an Advent Calendar to follow the days until we get to
Christmas.
Father Greg Friedman, OFM. recommends these possible themes for us to focus in for the four Sundays of Advent
(these can be found on American Catholic.org): 1st Sunday:
Be Vigilant; 2nd Sunday: The Power of Prayer; 3rd Sunday:
Joyful Expectation; 4th Sunday: Reflecting on the Old and
the New.
On Saturday December 6th we will have Breakfast
with St. Nick starting at 9 AM in Carew Hall with the Big
Cash 50/50 Drawing and a visit by St. Nicholas. Later on
this day, following the 5PM Mass we will have our annual
Christmas Tree Lighting on the Rectory Lawn.
The next evening at 7PM we will gather in the Church
for Advent Lessons and Carols. Notice that this year we will
be conducting this service at night with the hope that more
people will be able to attend. If you were unable to come in
past years, please try to make it to this enjoyable, wonderful service of prayer, Scripture and Advent Music; leading
us all up to the great celebration of Christmas.
Monday December 8th is the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary and it
is a Holy Day Of Obligation. The Masses are Monday 7
and 9 AM, 12:10 PM, 5 PM and 7:30 PM. Following the
7:30 PM Mass, at 8:30 PM, we will observe a Holy Hour for
Life with Prayers, Readings, Adoration and Benediction of
the Blessed Sacrament. Please note that even though this
Solemnity falls on a Monday it is still a Holy Day of Obligation because our Lady under the title of the Immaculate
Conception is the Patron Saint of The United States of
America. Please note that there is no vigil Mass for this
day and that the 5PM Mass on Sunday fulfills the Sunday
Obligation and not the Solemnity.
We close with the opening prayer for the First Sunday
of Advent: Father in heaven, our hearts desire the
warmth of your love and our minds are searching for
the light of your Word. Increase our longing for Christ
our Savior and give us the strength to grow in love,
that the dawn of his coming may find us rejoicing in his
presence and welcoming the light of his truth. We ask
this in the name of Jesus the Lord, Amen.
Happy Advent
Fr. Mike
Celebrating 100 Years of Service

The Mother Church of the Ronkonkomas
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Remember Our Sick
Vincent Ahrem
Michael Ambrosio
Anne Bannon
Ronald Borch
Oliver Bouchard
Mary Brennan
William Brotteck
Denio Castagna
Diane Cunningham
Kathy Cunningham
Stephanie D''Agostino
Debbie Daley
Grace DeBennette
Michael DePinto
Brian Devereux
Anthony DeVito
John Errico
Paul Fettman
Robert Filce
Edward Forsythe
Adam Franciosa
Joann Friederich
Raymond Harold
Deborah Heckman
Kyle Heffron
Gregory Heraghty
Rosemary Hughes
Clinton Inniss
Norman Kalish
Cecelia Keller

Christian Koehler
Kevin Latini
Cathy Lordi
Bill Mangan
Marie Mangan
Frederick Martinek
Anne Murtha
Joseph O'Connell
Joanora O'Donnell
Anthony Palladino
Grace C Peshkur
Jennifer Pizzurro
Nicole Ramaglia
Joan Reilly
John Reynolds
Francis Rubenbauer
Dawn Saporito
Joseph Senia
Darryll Smith
Reno J. Staffa
Stacie Tizzard
Robert Torres
Lloyd Turnier
Claire & Jim Watson
Cathy West
Bruce Wojno

Please note: To keep our prayer list current, we will keep names on the list for two months.

REMEMBERING THE SICK
Please include the following in the bulletin sick list:

______________________________
Name of person who is ill:

______________________
Person making this request:

_________________
Relationship to ill person

Your Phone #: _____________________
(Friends can be placed on the silent prayer list only)

PRAY FOR OUR TROOPS

SGT Deborah Alfieri
LCPL Justin Aragones
1LT Stephen Bartoszak
LCPL John Brown
LTCOL James Cersosimo
SPC Thomas E. Corcoran
CPT Edward Cuevas
CPT Ryan Delaney
SGT Stephen DiGirolamo
LCPL Joseph Esposito
SPC Adam Franciosa
CPT Evan Gotkin
AFC J.R. Kay
SGT John W Keohane
WO-1 Steven Knight
LCPL William Langdon
RCT Tiffany LiCausi
SGT Wade Lynch
PVT Thomas B McGinn
PFC William Meyer
CPO Gregory Migliore
1LT Heather Miras
SPC4 John Monica
SSGT Brian Moran
LCPL Thomas Napolitano
PVT Todd Nelson
LCPL Anthony Notaroberta
SGT Brian Pacella
ENS3 Lucy Padro
CPT Michael Parisi
MAJ Paul E Pinaud
LT David A Rewkowski
LCPL William R Rodgers
SSGT Jason Schiavo
LCPL W.Mason Shehan
SPC James Stanek
EO3 Taylor Taranto
PFC Greg Terrish
SSGT Nick Vicale
LCPL Brandon Waldon

SPC Matthew Altonji
TSGT Louis Barletta
LT Michael-Jon Bonacorsa
PFC Justin Browne
CPL Glenn Clacher
SPC Jason Crawford
PFC John B Cuneo
TSGT Timothy Dermody
SSGT Tony Elliott
LT Kelly Fletcher
CPT Mark Gillman
LCPL RJ Hartmann
SAMN Jessica Kay
MAJ Sean P Kilkenny
CPL Andrew Kochman
SPC Christopher Leone
PFC Thomas J Lupo
MAJ Kevin McCue
SGT Patrick McNally
CPL Brian G Meyer
SGT Glenn Miller
SPC4 George Monica
SGT Daniel Montville
MAJ Gregory Mueller
LCPL Michael Napolitano
LCPL James Neubauer
PVT James Notaroberta
N/Seal Paul Padro
PFC Matthew Pandolfi
2LT Anthony Parisi
CTR2 Matthew Pistritto
SGT Edwin Rivera, II
LCPL Anthony M Sbrocco
CPL Brian Schildt
LCPL Samantha Sickles
PVT Erica Sweeney
MM3 Gregory Taranto
CPL Jason Tulowitzki
SGT John Thomas Vogt
SGT Randolph Weaver

REMEMBERING OUR TROOPS
__________________________________
Name, Rank and Branch of Service

______________________________

____________________

Person making this request
Relationship to Soldier
Your Phone #: _____________________
(Friends can be placed on the silent prayer list only)

REMEMBER OUR DEAD
Eugenia Capobianco, Ruth Price and Josephine Valconi
Our deceased soldiers and all of our deceased relatives and friends.
Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord and let perpetual light shine upon them. May they rest in peace.
May their souls and all the souls of the faithful departed rest in peace. Amen

Sunday, November 30, 2008
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Religious Education

St Joseph’s School

reled@stjoronk.org

school@stjoronk.org

981-1805
Office Hours are:
Monday through Thursday
10:00A.M. to 4:00 P.M.

St. Joseph Religious Education would not exist without the dedication of our many volunteers. We are
thankful for the generous people who give of their
time to share their faith with our children.
Our regular class schedule resumes on Tuesday, December 2nd.

Outreach
sjpo@verizon.net

For the month of October we serviced 178 clients. Financial assistance amounted to $ 5,455.
There were 39 new clients added and total services and referrals provided were 340. This included food, living needs, Health Care information, advocacy and housing. Your continued support of the Outreach Program makes all of this
possible. Thank you.

St. Vincent de Paul
As we begin Advent we are called to “Be
Watchful! Be Alert” as we stand in joyful
anticipation for the grace of Christmas to
once again bless our lives. Your gift in the

Our students celebrated a beautiful feast
and prayer service on Wed. Nov. 26th .
Each grade level was responsible for a
part of the service. The students prayed
together and then shared a light breakfast. Our 6th, 7th
and 8th graders helped our younger students. Our students in grades K-5 were responsible for decorations,
setting the table and clean-up. They all recognized the
value that each student shares in our school community.
All school families, please join us in our Advent wreath making and prayer service.
We will begin in the science lab on Monday evening,
Dec. 1st at 7PM. All are welcome to see the production
of "Seusical the Musical" in the school gym on Dec. 4th,
5th and 6th. Please call the school for ticket information. Our students have many things to look forward
to in the next few weeks. Our school concert, Book Fair,
Holiday Boutique, Breakfast with Santa and Christmas prayer services and parties. Please see more information on our school website www.stjoeronkelem.org.

Fr Boyle’s Bible Study
Classes have resumed and will
continue through December 3.

Tuesday Mornings from 10:00 AM — 11:30 AM
and Wednesday Evenings from 7:30 PM - 9:00 PM.

St. Vincent de Paul Poor Box will help the poor to celebrate the grace of God’s love this Christmas.

Mark Your Calendars
November 29 Advent Decorating 10am in Church
November 29 Backwards Drawing 7pm Carew
December 6 Breakfast with St. Nick 9-12 Carew
December 6 Tree Lighting after 5pm Mass
December 7 Lessons and Carols 7-9pm

Baptisms
Ava Marie Ciorra
Alexandra Elizabeth Diaz
Victoria Lynn Galoppe
Hunter Sean Hughes
Joseph Robert O’Connell
Jayden Ross Spano

Mark Your Calendars
We will begin decorating
the Church for Advent on
Saturday, November 29th,
at 10:00 AM.
Come and join in the fun!

Banns of Marriage
(SecondTime)
Diana McDonald of St. Joseph’s and
Eric Anderson Jr. of Holy Cross
Jessica Kowolski of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton and
Dylan Sullivan
Pamela Knakal of Good Shepherd and
Keith Bosch of Good Shepherd
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RESPECT LIFE
STEM CELLS and HUMAN DEVELOPMENT

There is nothing new about stem cells. They have been known
for over 40 years and have been present since time began. Continued life on earth depends on their activity. As a matter of fact,
maybe you read the “Ask Amy” column in Newsday, 11/06/08,
in which a writer asks Amy how her family could possibly thank
the young European male who donated his stem cells to her leukemia-stricken son. The Grateful Mom, as she signed her letter,
says “he literally saved my son’s life.”
Stem cells are the body’s construction and maintenance men.
When the body is developing or damaged, stem cells play a critical role. There are many different types of stem cells doing many
different jobs in the body. Even before fertilization, stem cells
have a defining role in the production of sperm. The human egg
is arguably the most important stem cell known, since once
fertilized, it is a new human being.
Despite our modern supercomputers and decades of research,
we still know next to nothing about human development, but
what is know is that it is all thanks to stem cells.
Around four days after fertilization, the human embryo has
developed into a hollow ball of about 120 cells. One area of this
ball contains more cells than the rest, and this is where the baby
develops. This is also where scientists have extracted what are
known as “embryonic stem cells.” (Which extraction kills the
unborn baby.)
As the embryo implants and the fetus develops, stem cells lay
the foundations for the central nervous system and the structure
of all major organs, and create the primitive blood system to
bring oxygen to the developing baby. Inside the placenta, stem
cells also develop, and although no one presently knows the significance of these cells to the developing baby, in time we no
doubt will.
As the baby develops to term and is born, two sources of stem
cells become available as surplus. One is cord blood. Cord blood
is the blood remaining in the umbilical cord and placenta after
birth and is normally discarded as medical waste. It contains stem
cells capable of making blood cells and a range of other tissues,
and represents a major stem cell source for research and therapy.
The umbilical cord and placenta themselves also contain stem
cells. Less is know about them, but they seem to have potential,
especially to repair bone and tendons.
Peter Hollands, Ph. D.., Celebrate Life, September/October 2008
(By the way, “Ask Amy’s” advice was to pay it forward, unless
her son’s benefactor became personally known to them.)

We pray most fervently that the President-elect’s
eyes will be opened to the self-evident reality that
without respect for the sacredness and dignity of
all human life, and for the inherent right to life
guaranteed in our nation’s Constitution, the social justice he desires can never be achieved.

Call for Baby Diapers
(Please add to your early Christmas shopping list.)

Sat., Dec. 6 & Sun., Dec. 7
The Birthright centers located in Smithtown and
Islip have put out an emergency call for diapers for
needy families. Diapers in sizes 3, 4 & 5 are most
needed. We are told LUVS, and the Babies R Us and
Target store brands are good products.
Please bring diapers to the front lobby of the church before/after
all Masses on Sat. 12/6 & Sun. 12/7. In addition, Birthright volunteers will be available in Carew Hall after the 12/7 Unity Sunday Masses of 9 a.m., 10:30 a.m., and Noon to discuss the services they provide and to ask for men and women volunteers.

It is important that we offer assistance
to mothers who choose life.
Help for mothers is available at:
• St. Joseph Parish Outreach office 631-981-6888
• Birthright of Smithtown office 631-360-7707
• and the Islip office 731-277-3888
• The Life Center Office, Deer Park office 631-243-2373
For more information contact:
• St. Joseph Parish Respect Life at 724-8586/588-0168.

HOLY HOUR
FOR LIFE
Monday, December 8, 2008

8:30 PM to 9:30 PM
following the 7:30 PM Mass

St. Joseph R.C. Church, Ronkonkoma
This hour before the Blessed Sacrament includes Adoration, the Rosary, Readings and Benediction for an
end to abortion, for all victims of abortion, and for the
respect and sanctity of all human life from conception
to natural death. This event is part of the National
Night of Prayer for Life to be held in churches across
L.I and the U.S.
For information call St. Joseph’s Respect Life Group
coordinators at 724-8586 or 588-0168.
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Parish Financial Report
Fiscal Year 9-1-07 thru 8-31-08
Income
Regular Collections
Sundays, Holydays, Christmas & Easter

$997,619

Fund Raising
Festival, Golf Outing, Backwards Drawing,
Catholic Ministries Appeal Rebate, Calendar Club

$104,457

Parish Programs
Religious Education, Outreach, Pre-Cana,
Youth Programs (Altar servers & Scouts)

$197,064

Auxiliary Income
Liturgical, Candles, Poor Box, Book Rack, Parish Societies
Donations, LI Catholic Collection, Church share of income
from Weddings, Funerals & Baptisms, Bulletin Rebate,
Flowers at Easter & Christmas & all other income

$157,986

Total Ordinary Income $1,457,126

Expenses
Salaries & Benefits
Parish Programs
Religious Education, School, Outreach, Youth Ministry

Rectory Office Expense
Auxiliary Expense
Liturgical, Book Rack, Missalette/Hymnals, Choir,
L I Catholic subscriptions, Dioc Assessments, Charity

Rectory Household Expense
Buildings Utilities & Maintenance

$878,816
$387,687
$ 62,669

$142,691
$ 23,933
$183,732

Total Ordinary Expenses $1,694,670
Less Income -$1,457,126
Shortfall -$ 222,402

Average weekly shortage —— $4,277.
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USING
SCRIP

MAKES
DOLLARS
and SENSE !
Thank You for your increasing response to our
scrip gift card program appeal. Please use parish-purchased gift cards for all your shopping
needs and Christmas gift giving. Not only will
you take advantage of the gas-saving convenience of one-stop shopping here, at St. Joseph’s,
but our church will benefit from the profit of selling the cards. This will help fill the budget gap
noted each week in this bulletin.
God bless you for using your time, talent, and
treasure to support the ministries of this parish.

Weekly Offering
Sunday, November 16, 2008 Offerings
Same collection last year
Poor Box last weekend

$17,821
16,133
$ 560

Fuel Collection
Same time last year
Weekly Budget Amount $18,125
Collection
17,821
Shortage
$ -304

$5,123
5,239
YTD $217,500
YTD 196,497
$ - 21,003*

*This is the shortage we have to overcome.
If you missed last week, please make it up this week.
Thank you.
Envelopes
606
Thank you and God Bless You Always, Fr Mike
Catholic Home Mission Collection
Collection Last Year

$966
$1018

Backward Drawing
WE DID IT !
Thank you to all who participated and
CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR WINNERS !
In spite of the economic difficulties that we all face, we sold all
500 tickets and, after expenses, the parish will realize around
$35,000 from this fundraiser.
We are especially grateful to COMMERCIAL AIR & HEATING
for a generous sponsor donation to help defray the overhead cost.
We thank all of our dedicated volunteers; those who sold tickets, those who helped at
the party in setup, serving, and cleanup, and those behind-the-scenes who helped in
too many ways to mention here. This event could not have been done without you.
Please know that all you do to support this parish is deeply and sincerely appreciated.
May God Bless you always in all ways...
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USING SCRIP MAKES
DOLLARS AND SENSE!
Last Week’s Scrip Sales total:

$16,933.

(including lobby sales of $3,105)

Our Parish Scrip Profit total:

$677.

What Is Scrip?
Scrip is a term that means, "Substitute Money".
When you purchase scrip, you're purchasing negotiable gift cards that are used just like cash. The scrip
is issued by national and local retailers where you probably already shop. These merchants want to
support non-profit organizations, and in return ask you to support them by shopping with scrip at their
stores. You can use scrip to purchase everyday expenses like food, clothing, and other essentials, and
with every purchase, you earn revenue for our parish.

How scrip generates revenue for the parish
A Scrip clearance center acts on behalf of many churches, schools and other
non-profit organizations to purchase large amounts of scrip from grocery
stores, department stores, and other retailers. Because the scrip is purchased
with cash-up-front, the participating retailers offer a substantial discount. We
buy the scrip from a scrip clearance center at a discount, and re-sell the cards
to you for full face value. The bulk of the discount - from two to fifteen percent or more - is retained by our parish as revenue.

Scrip is "shopping cart fundraising”.
The reason for the effectiveness of scrip is simple: families generate revenue
through purchases they would make anyway. Groceries, clothing, toys, gifts;
even gasoline can be purchased with scrip. It is estimated that a group of
150 families will spend between one and two million dollars per year on food,
clothing and other essentials. If these families use scrip for these purchases,
they can raise as much as $40,000 to $80,000 per year for the parish -- without spending an additional penny.

Retailers like Scrip, too.
Families who purchase scrip cards actively support the retailers who participate in this program. The reason is simple… they know that buying from a
scrip participating retailer provides a steady source of revenue for their parish
community.

Can I use the scrip cards anywhere?
Yes, the cards are accepted at all participating retailer locations.

Does it cost a family anything to participate? Do I have to sell anything?
There are no membership fees or application fees. You simply pay face value for the cards you purchase through the parish. The beauty of the scrip concept lies in the fact that you raise money for your
parish by using your existing household shopping budget. Some families may enlist relatives, friends
and neighbors to buy scrip. But, unlike other fundraising programs, scrip families do not have to "sell"
anything to help our parish raise money.

Our Parish Outreach Center can use gift certificates for food and other gifts to help those in
need. Your gift helps people who need it the
most and helps our parish community as well.
This magnifies the power of your generosity.
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AND THE WINNERS ARE….

November 2008
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat
1 $25
Richard Peshkur
#25

2

$50
Gail Flood

#99

3 $25
Harry & Marilyn
Watson
#438

9 $50
Rita Devlin

10 $25
11 $25
Florence Graeber
Fred Amerino

12 $25
Mr. & Mrs. Weiner

13 $25
Joe Ryan

#313

#572

#379

#785

16 $50
Sarah Hausner

17 $25
18 $25
Elizabeth Wagner Tom & Debbie
Brennan
#695
#858

19 $25
Barbara Michelson

20 $25
Dennis & Ida
Nemeth
#709

21 $25
Joan Romolo

22 $25
Elizabeth Wagner

#654

#694

24 $25
Robert Pavinski

25 $25
J & A Kubicsko

27 $25
Deirdre Kirwin

#649

#749

26 $25
John & Maria
Fausone
#468

28 $25
John & Csaba
Csaszar
#441

29 $25
Joseph & France
Maro
#773

#142
23 $50
Betty & Skip
Colon
#781

4 $25
Bob Tenaglia

5 $25
Joseph Napolitano

6 $25
Spike Drum

7 $25
Spike Drum

8 $25
Elaine Mazziotti

#602

#674

#663

#836

$736

14 $25
Barbara
Mickelson
#315

15 $25
Danny Murphy

#42

#390

#182

#449

30

The Calendar Club
Everyday for the next year we will draw one number. The owner of
that number will win the prize for that day. Then the number is put
back into the mix for the next day’s drawing, giving you another
opportunity to WIN!
A donation of only $25 buys you 1 number and 362 chances to win.
A donation of $100 will buy you 1,810 chances to win!!!!!!
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THE GIVING TREE
IS IN THE LOBBY OF THE CHURCH
Once again we are asking that you
please donate gift cards rather than
wrapped gifts.
When we give our clients gift cards
they are able to experience the same
joy of selecting gifts for their family as
we do in selecting gifts for ours.
Many of our generous parishioners
have told us how much they enjoy purchasing gifts for the Giving Tree.
If you would prefer to purchase a
gift rather than give a gift card, please
know that a toy for children from ages
2–8 would be truly appreciated.
Please take an angel from the tree and return you gifts by
December 13th to the Outreach office or the Rectory.
AS ALWAYS, YOUR GENEROSITY
ALLOWS OTHERS TO SHARE IN THE SPIRIT
OF THE CHRISTMAS SEASON

THANK YOU.

St Joseph’s celebrates

Breakfast with St. Nicholas
Please join us on Saturday, December 6, 2008
from 9 to 12 Noon in Carew Hall

(Breakfast is served from 9 am - 10:30 am)
Adults: $ 5.00 and Children: $ 3.00
Seniors 60 and older, and children under 3 years of age.: Free
Activities for Children – Crafts, Coloring and More!
Breakfast with St. Nicholas

45 Church St, Ronkonkoma, NY 11779

St Joseph R C Church

Number of Adults _____ # of Children _______ # Seniors ______ & Children under 3: ______
Total Number Attending _________

Amount enclosed ___________

Check # ________

Thank you for your support. Please make checks payable to: St Joseph RC Church
Name: ________________________________________________________________________
Address:_______________________________________________________________________
City _______________________________________

State _______

Zip______________

Telephone or Cell phone # ____________________________
Please return with payment to Rectory or Place in Collection Basket by December 1st. Thank You.

CHRISTMAS
CASH 50/50
The Sky’s the Limit

Tickets are $10 each; 3 for $25
Drawing to be held on Dec. 6th at
Breakfast with St. Nicholas
(Winner need not be present)

prize now up to

$2150
Grand Prize
determined by ticket sales
half of total proceeds
(now around $4300)
goes to St. Joseph’s Church and
half to one lucky winner
Could you use some extra

CHRISTMAS CASH???
Tickets available after Mass or in the Rectory

A SPECIAL NOTE TO ALL REGARDING THE

Extraordinary Ministers of the Holy Eucharist Meeting of October 22nd
At this meeting, Father Maffeo introduced changes that he would
like to see implemented on the Weekend of November 7th and 8th.
1. At Mass, only the Priest or Deacon will go to the Tabernacle to remove the Ciboria. Likewise the Priest
or the Deacon will repose the Blessed Sacrament after Communion.
2. The Eucharistic Ministers will file up to the altar to receive Communion. The priest will distribute the
host followed by the deacon who will give the Precious Blood to the first EM who will then continue
to distribute the Precious Blood to the other EM’s following the priest distributing the Eucharist along
the receiving line - thus allowing the Deacon to then go to the Tabernacle to remove the Ciboria.
The EM will give the Cup to the Altar Boy after he/she has finished distributing to the last person on
line. After all have received and been given the Ciboria they will then proceed to their stations, which
will remain the same. However, the Eucharistic Ministers who will be distributing the Eucharist in the
center break will walk down the center aisle only to their station.
3.

Beginning in early 2009, Father Maffeo will like to have us distribute the Eucharist under both species
at some of our Masses. (5:00 Sat, 7:00 Sun., 9:30 & 10:30.) He will be putting out a call to recruit
more Eucharistic Ministers to make this change feasible.
Respectfully submitted,
Gerry Devenney
Coordinator

P.S. I would like to thank Gerry Devenney for taking these notes at the meeting and thank all of those
who were able to attend the meeting. We are in need of more Extraordinary Ministers of Holy
Communion and we are in special need of ministers to bring the Blessed Sacrament to the homebound.
Please pray about this, and if you know someone who would be perfect for this ministry please ask them
to join. Remember all people who minister in the parish must have a Criminal Background Check (which
we will process for them) and attend the Virtus Training Session. If by chance a Deacon is not present at
the Mass and the Priest asks you to go to the Tabernacle, it is ok for you to do so, but please let him tell
you first. Thank you and God bless you always.
Fr. Mike

Advent Evenings of Prayer
Please Join Us on

Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday
December 9th, 10th & 11th
7:30 PM - 8:30 PM In the Church
On Thursday there will be a Reconciliation Service
followed by Individual Confessions.
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Cub Scout Pack 272
Boy Scout Troop 272
O
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YOUTH IN MINISTRY
Every Sunday at 5:00 PM, St. Joseph’s Parish offers an
upbeat experience of celebrating Mass designed especially
for youth and their families.

Everyone in grades 7-12 is invited to participate.
We’re looking for: Lectors Ushers Musicians/Singers
Altar Servers, Eucharistic Ministers (Eucharistic ministers
must be over 18)
For more information about joining Youth in Ministry,
contact YIM@StJoRonk.org

St. Joseph’s Cub Scout Pack 272 and Boy Scout Troop 272
have fun, exciting, educational, character building programs
for boys, age 7 through 17 (first grade and up).
For more information or to enroll your child,
contact Dr. Louis Scotti at 979-0060
or e-mail JoinScouting@StJoRonk.org.

Venturing Events
In Carew Hall after 5:00 PM Mass
Venturing is open to men and women
age 14 through 20 who have graduated
from 8th grade. This year's crew plan
is jam packed with interesting and fun activities here
at St. Joseph's and "off-campus" as well.
Come down to our meeting and check it out.
Visit our next meeting —
Sunday, December 11th
Sunday, December 18th
Our next activity —
Breakfast with St. Nick
December 6th
Facilitate crafts for the Jolly Bishop

e-mail: Crew272@StJoRonk.org
phone: Advisor Mike Keller (631) 467-6468
Baseball:
Intramural (Coed, ages 5-16): Gene
588-1879
Travel * (Boys) : Vinny
467-3651
Basketball:
Girls Intramural / Lower Division: Debbie
467-6174
Girls Intramural / Upper Division: Dave
981-5513
Clinic Division (Coed Grades K-2) Henry
467-6091
Boys Intramural(Grades 3-12) : Henry
467-6091
Travel* (Boys): Vinny
467-3651
Track:
Boys & Girls, Grades K-8
Karen
588-8636 or Gina
676-6208
Soccer :
Intramural Boys & Girls(ages 4-12): Joe 737-6299
Travel (LIJSL): Tony B
737-5159
*Must register for the intramural program as well

D.O.G.
DEPEND
ON

GOD
My salvation and my honor depend on God;
He is my mighty rock, my refuge.
Psalm 62:7
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Courtesy Announcements
Help Wanted– Queen of the Rosary Motherhouse Infirmary: RNs & LPNs - All shifts, FT, PT & Per Diem. Please
contact Maryanne Charles RN or Debi Pfeifer RN Directors of Health Services at 842-6000 ext 271. Mon-Fri 8 to 4.
~ Wachovia Bank is opening a branch in Ronkonkoma –there are openings for Tellers & Managers - for more information
Call Carolyn Joyner at 212-214-3533.
~Catholic Charities Regina Residence is seeking Residence Counselors (Direct Care Staff) 40 hrs/wk & Social Workers
(LMSW) 35 hrs/wk. Call Human Resources 516-733-7000 / email resume to jobs@catholiccharities.cc / fax 516-223-2752.
Charismatic Prayer Meeting - at Our Lady of the Island Shrine the fourth Wednesday of each month from 7- 9PM. Praise, worship &
teaching. Contact the Shrine at 631-325-0661 for info.
Free Food for NY Seniors - the FAN is offering free food for Seniors age 60 & over who are income eligible. New eligible include a
single senior whose gross monthly is $1,127 or less, & a senior couple whose gross monthly income is $1,517
or less. Call 631-491-4169 or 631-491-4156.
Free Food for NYS Women & Children -the FAN (Food and Nutrition Program) is offering FREE ENFAMIL Formula (both regular & Soy), also nutrition food for income eligible children under six years of age (not
on WIC) plus pregnant & up to one year postpartum women. The INCOME guidelines are: A family of two
with a weekly gross income of $488 is eligible. For each additional member add $124. Call: 491-4166 or 516623-4568.
Meals-On-Wheels - Lake Nutrition Meals-on-Wheels provides food to elderly & homebound Monday thru
Friday, two meals a day. Hot meals & cold meals are available for a charge of $6 for both meals. Call 4678948 for information. Wanted- Volunteers - 1 hour of your time, 1 day a week to deliver meals to the homebound, Monday - Friday, 10:45-12:00 Noon. Please call Suzette at 467-8948 if you are able to help Meals on
Wheels.
Professional Therapy provided by NYS licensed therapists, are available to our parish & 80 other parishes. It
is provided by the Catholic Counseling Center which is independent of & not controlled or supervised by the
parish or diocese. Most insurance policies are honored. For information & appointment, call Dr Giuliani at
243-2503.
Lessons & Carols– On Wednesday, December 3rd, at 7:30PM in the auditorium, St. Joseph’s College in Patchogue is presenting “Lessons and Carols” - an event that combines choral, congregational singing and scriptural readings to herald in
Advent. What a beautiful way to enter into this holy time of hope and preparation for the glorious season of Christmas! Admission is
free. Refreshments will be served.
Lessons & Carols– The 120 voice Diocesan Choir of Rockville Centre will present Lessons and Carols on Saturday, December 6 at
4:00 PM at the Seminary of the Immaculate Conception in Huntington. The Seminary is located at 440 West Neck Road in Huntington.
For more information contact the Diocesan Worship Office at 678-5800, ext. 504. All are welcome!
Retrouvaille– A Retrouvaille weekend is a deeply personal and private experience between a husband and wife that can help a couple
to reconnect and go on to lead a happy and fulfilling life together. YOU CAN SAVE YOUR MARRIAGE NOW!! For more information about the upcoming Retrouvaille weekend that begins on Friday,
Dec. 5th, 2008 at the Montfort retreat house in Bay Shore, Long Is- Tune in to “Religion
land, please call 1-800-470-2230 and you will be connected and Rock” with
(confidentially) to a couple from Long Island/Metro Retrouvaille Msgr. Jim Vlaun on
who can help.
Sunday from 7:00
AM to 8:00 AM on
St. Vincent de Paul - Model Train & Toy Show in Elmont, WBAB 102.3 FM or
NY, Sunday, December 7, 2008 between the hours of 95.3 on the East End
10AM and 3PM. Featured are Lionel, LGB and American of Long Island. LisFlyer trains and accessories with an extensive array of Toys, ten on Saturdays at
Crafts and Match Box Miniatures. $5.00 at the door for 11:00 PM on Sirius
Satellite Radio Chanadults, children under 12 free when accompanied by an nel 159, the Catholic Channel and at 11:00 PM on XM Satellite,
adult and seniors $4.00. There will be over 200 dealers Channel 117. You can visit us anytime to listen or download a
with merchandise on display. $8.00 for 9AM early admis- show at www.religionandrock.com or at “Religion & Rock” on
sion. For more info please call (516) 352-2127.
ITUNES.

