
St. Joseph Roman Catholic Church 
Let us build the City of God! 

Our Mission: 

By our loving service and works of mercy, we invite 
every person to know Jesus Christ, present in the 

Word and the breaking of the Bread, so that all may 
accept his gift of salvation.  

 

Nuestro Mission 

Por nuestro servicio amoroso y las obras de 

misericordia, invitamos a todos a conocer a Jesucristo, 

presente en la Palabra y en la fracción del pan, a fin 
de que todos puedan aceptar su regalo de salvación. 

Come pray with us! 

Masses 

Saturday:    5:00pm 

Sunday:       7:00, 9:00, 10:30, Noon, & 5:00 PM 

Weekdays:  7:00 & 9:00 AM* Saturday 8:00AM 

*During School year Tuesday mass is at 8:45AM 

Eucharistic Adoration: 

Mondays 2:00 - 7:00 PM (except holidays) 

First Friday 7:30 - 8:30 PM Holy Hour 

Rosary: Daily after 9:00 Mass 

Reconciliation: Mon, Wed, Fri: after morning mass 

Sat: after 8:00 AM mass and 4:00 - 4:45 PM 

 

St Joseph Rectory Office 

45 Church Street  Ronkonkoma NY 11779 

588-8456 Fax 471-2569 

Religious Education 

35 Church Street 981-1805 

Director: Mrs. Maryanne Trezza 

Parish Outreach 

2855 Pond Rd  981-6888 

Director: Mrs. Anne Kelly 

St Joseph School 

25 Church Street 588-4760 

Principal: Mr. Richard Kuntzler 

November 30, 2016 - Thirty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Priests 

Rev. Michael J Rieder, Pastor 

Rev. Gil Lap   

Rev. Belevendiram Rathinam (Fr Bala) 
 

Deacons 

Dcn. Michael DeBellis  Dcn. Frank Dell’Aglio 

Dcn. Michael Devenney  Dcn. William Dobbins 

Dcn. Joseph Dougherty (retired) 

Dcn. Joseph Califano (retired) 

Dcn. James Altonji (retired) 



Serving Your Sacramental Needs 
The Sacrament of Baptism 

The Sacrament is celebrated on Sundays at 1:30 PM.  
Parents, please call the parish office to arrange a 
meeting with one of our priests or deacons to begin to 
make arrangements.   
 

The Sacrament of Eucharist 
See front cover for mass times.  If you are sick for an 
extended period of time or are homebound, please 
contact the parish office to arrange to have someone 
bring Communion to you. 
 

The Sacrament of Confirmation 
School aged children can prepare for this Sacrament 
by contacting our religious Education office.  Adults 
or older teens who have yet to be Confirmed should 
contact the Parish Office 
 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation 
As listed on front cover or call rectory for an 

appointment with one of our priests. 
 

The Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick 
This Sacrament is for the living.  We celebrate this 
Sacrament each Spring and Fall for those who are 
chronically ill, advanced in age, or who are about to 
undergo surgery or hospitalization.  We can arrange 
the Sacrament at other times by calling the Parish 
Office.. 

Emergencies: call the office to ar range a visit from 
a priest. 

Nighttime emergencies             (631) 538-7219 
 

The Sacrament of Matrimony 
Bride or Groom please call the office at least six 
months before your desired wedding date to begin 
preparations for marriage.  Please make contact with 
the parish before making other wedding day plans! 
 

The Sacrament of Holy Orders 
Anyone who is feeling called to service in the church 
as a priest deacon or in consecrated religious life 
should contact the parish office to speak to one of the 
priests or deacons for guidance. 
 

Interested in possibly becoming Catholic? 
Please contact the rectory to arrange a meeting to 
discuss your questions.  We have  regular classes to 
help people learn about the faith and decide if 
becoming Catholic is what you and God want for you 
right now.  This whole process of inquiry and 
potential conversion is called RCIA—The Rite of 
Christian Initiation of Adults. 

 

We will respect your personal journey with God! 

Prayer and Devotion Opportunities 
 

Our Lady of Fatima Devotion 
Our Lady came to Fatima with a message from God 
to every man, woman and child.  She promised that 
the whole world would be at peace, and that many 
souls would go to heaven if her requests were 
listened to and obeyed.   

In response to her requests, the First Saturday of each 
month is devoted to Our Lady of Fatima.  This 
devotion includes 8:00 AM mass, a novena to Our 
Lady of Fatima, the Rosary, and the opportunity to 
celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation. 

All are welcome at this devotion. 

 

Spend Some Time in Prayer Before the 

Blessed Sacrament 
Our church opens at 6:30 AM and remains open 
throughout the day for anyone who wants to make a 
prayerful visit.  Please come and have some quiet 
time with God in the midst of our busy (and 
sometimes loud) world. 
 

We have times set aside when Our Lord, 
present in the Blessed Sacrament is 

exposed on the altar for your prayer. 
 

Monday Exposition and Benediction 
Every Monday afternoon the Blessed Sacrament is 
exposed from 2:00 PM until 7:00 PM.  This 
opportunity for prayer ends with Benediction 
beginning at about 6:45 PM and ending at 7:00 PM 

You can come at any time for any length of time to 
join in this quiet, reflective prayer time. 

Make an appointment to spend time with Jesus! 
 

First Friday Holy Hour 
Every First Friday of the month we have a Holy Hour 
before the exposed Blessed Sacrament.  This 
communal prayer begins at 7:30 PM and run until 
8:30 PM, closing with Benediction. 

 

St Joseph Men’s Prayer Group 
We meet every Tuesday evening at 7:30 PM in the 
Church where we pray the Rosary. 

Afterward we move to the main vestibule for coffee, 
donuts and fellowship. 

This is a great opportunity to be strengthened in your 
commitment as a Catholic man just by spending time 
with others like you! 

 

See you Tuesday! 
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Mass Intentions for the Week 
 

Sunday, Oct 30 (Thirty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time) 

  7:00  For the People of the Parish 

  9:00  Marilyn McCarthy (Felicia Heraghty), Patricia Rizzo 

  (Sal & Serafina Maraviglia) 

 10:30 Herbert Wickman (Laurie & Ed Mitchell), Philip DiGiglio 

  (The Harkins & Rossi Families), George Pallace 

  (Christine Sauber & Family) 

12:00  Judith Vollert (Carmela D’Agostino), William Mangan 

  (Loving Family) 

  5:00  Dante J. Crisafulli (The Pray Family), Edward & Peter 

  Pascarella 

Monday, Oct 31 

  7:00     For the People of the Parish 

  9:00  Mary O’Toole (The Clahane Family), Edwin Spraque 

  (Mary & Lou Scotti) 

Tuesday, Nov. 1 (All Saints) 

 7:00        

 9:00 

12:10 

 7:30        

Wednesday, Nov. 2 (All Soul’s Day) 

 7:00      All Souls Novena 

 9:00  All Souls Novena 

 7:30      All Soul’s Day Mass  

Thursday, Nov. 3 

7:00  All Souls Novena 

9:00  Godofredo Alcantara (Loving Wife & Son), Araceli Manalo 

  (Loving Children) 

Friday, Nov. 4 

7:00  Timothy & Theresa Donovan (Loving Family) 

9:00  Anthony Celentano (Marlena & Joel Agruso), All 

  Souls Novena 

Saturday, Nov. 5 

8:00       Angelo & Theresa DeFilippo (Marie DeFilippo), All 

  Souls Novena 

5:00       Theresa & Bill Foy (Cathy & Jim Foy), Mario & Theresa 

  Orlandi (Loving Family), Peter Dunbar (Diana Dunbar) 

Sunday, Nov. 6 (Thirty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time) 

 7:00      All Souls Novena 

 9:00  James Pistritto (Loving Family), John & Mary Biglin 

  (Loving Family) 

10:30     Claire & Jim McQuillan (Loving Family), Vincent 

  Gessner (Loving Wife) 

12:00   Charles Gay (Maureen & John), Marilyn Hillery (Love) 

 5:00  Kenneth Leidner (Erin & Liam O’Shaughnessy), Marie 

  R. Gordon (Thomas Hoffman & Anthony Musso) 

 

 

Additional Parish and School Contact 
Information 

Parish Website:        stjoronk.org 

School Website:       stjoeronkelem.org 

E-mail addresses 

General:        Info@StJoRonk.org 

Pastor:                pastor@StJoRonk.org 

                                FrGil@StJoRonk.org 

           FrBala@StJoRonk.org 

 

Rel. Ed. Office:        RelEd@StJoRonk.org 

Rel. Ed. Director:     Dre@stjoronk.org 

School:             ndavidson@stjoeronkelem.org 
 

Parish Trustees 

       Robert Koepper   Mark Crean 

Business Manager 

Edward Grieb 

Music Ministry 

Michael Keller, Director 

Ann DeBellis, 9:00 Choir 
 

Rectory Hours 

Monday thru Friday 9:00 - 5:00 (closed for lunch 
12:00 - 1:15) 

Saturday 10:00 - 4:00 (closed for lunch 12:00 - 1:15) 

Sunday Closed 

Anuncio! 
 

En el año pasado, nuestra parrochia empezó a celebrar la 
misa mensual en Español.  Yo recuerdo esta celebración 

en el primer Domingo de Noviembre porque después 
tomamos una foto de historia en nuestra parrochia! 

Vamos a hacer historia otra vez en nuestro 
aniversario! 

Empezando en el 6 de Noviembre vamos a celebrar la 
misa en Español 

cada Domingo a las 6:30 de la tarde! 

Favor de presenter esta celebracion y nuestra 
communidad a Dios en sus oraciones diario.  

Necesitamos la ayuda de otros sacerdotes a hacer esta 
misa cada semana! 

—REMEMBER THOSE WHO HAVE DIED— 
Mary Iorio, Eileen Hempstead, Catherine M. Smith, Stephanie A. Boshnack 

   our deceased soldiers and all of our deceased relatives and friends. 
Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord and let perpetual light shine upon them. May they rest in peace.  

May their souls and all the souls of the faithful departed rest in peace. Amen 

For the People 
of the Parish 

mailto:reled@stjoronk.org


An Apology 
Two weeks ago there was a Respect Life article in our 
bulletin that really should not have been there.  I 
apologize for that. 

The members of our Respect Life Ministry are 
passionate and that is a great thing!  I hope that passion 
continues.  The difficulty is that the article had a 
partisan bent to it - mentioning specific candidates.  
Since it was printed in the parish bulletin it could 
appear that the Parish or the Catholic Church is 
promoting a specific candidate.  WE ARE NOT.  That 
is never our job and promoting any candidate could 
actually get in the way of our job which is to promote 
the spread of the gospel.   

Any Catholic can, as an individual, at any time, in 
conversation or in writing, say what they want in favor 
of, or against any specific candidate or party.  But the 
Catholic Church as an institution may not do so.  Doing 
so would imply that we have a specific political 
agenda.  Our only agenda is to proclaim the good news.  
Look at our mission statement on the front of the 
bulletin.  That is our only agenda and speaking or 
writing for or against  a political candidate does not fit 
in that mission so it is best for us to work on the things 
we are called to work on.  Honestly, living our mission 
and doing it well may have an even greater influence 
on society. 

You may notice that there is a letter from Bishop 
Murphy in this week’s bulletin and he clearly speaks of 
some political issues.  The difference is that he is 
speaking about issues, not about a specific candidate. 

Again, I applaud the passion of the members of our 
Respect Life Ministry.  I also encourage all to enter 
respectful dialogue regarding this election.  But as an 
institution, we cannot speak or write for or against any 
specific candidate.  I apologize if there was any 
misunderstanding or confusion because of this article. 

-Fr. Mike 

Get a Head Start on the Coming Year! 
We are coming up on the end of the Church Year!  We 
begin a new cycle of readings on the weekend of 
November 26 27 (that’s the first Sunday of Advent).  
The gospel that is used in this coming next year is 
Matthew.  Why not get a head start on the year.  A great 
way to be more prepared to really get he message that is 
present in the gospel reading for any given Sunday is to 
read the entire Gospel and get an idea of the rhythm of 
Matthew’s message.  This may give you a better sense of 
the pace of Matthew’s version of the story and you will 
see the context of each different story because of the 
order of the entire story. 

This exercise of reading the entire gospel my be of 
particular interest to those who have been participating 
in our adult education program “Unlocking the Mystery 
of the Bible.”  

Each gospel is more of a faith statement by the 
evangelist who is trying to get people to accept Jesus as 
savior, rather than a historical narrative.  Reading one 
entire version helps to see what the evangelist was trying 
to get across to his audience. 

Some things unique to Matthew are: 

 the visit of the Magi bringing gifts of gold (he is 
king), frankincense (he is God), and myrrh (he will 
die for us). 

 The beatitudes (ways for us to be more like God). 

Happy reading! 

Be Merciful - Give of Yourself! 
 

The year of Mercy is almost over but in our parish it will 
never end!  We are working to make Mercy our lifestyle! 

Here is a way to live mercy as you plan your Christmas 
gift list.  First, why not give the gift of yourself instead 
of a thing!  

In our world where we are all torn in so many different 
directions by our schedules and our gadgets, time 
together is a precious gift.  Why not get tickets to an 
event for the family instead of buying more stuff.  Make 
a day of it.  Go simple with a day of ice skating or go 
extravagant with a day trip to the City.  Enjoy each other 
and recognize God in each other.  In our very 
disconnected world this kind of connection is definitely 
a work of mercy!  The incarnation is about God coming 
to us in the flesh - enjoy God in each other! 

You won’t remember all the stuff you got but you will 
remember the time you spent together! 

Live Mercy this Christmas! 

Instead of buying a gift that may ultimately be “re-
gifted”, why not get a gift that keeps giving?  Heifer 
International is a wonderful organization that helps 
families in developing nations by giving them farm 
animals and instructions on how to care for them.  Part of 
their program is “passing on the gift” when a family’s 
animals have babies.  This helps entire communities with 
one gift. 

If you think about it, “passing on the gift is much better 
than “re-gifting” 

You can keep up with parish happenings on our new 
Facebook page: 

 

http://www.facebook.com/stjosephronkonkoma   

Don’t forget to Like Us! 

What are your plans for Christmas? 
We need Carolers again outside of our masses on 

Christmas!  We had a great experience greeting Christ in 
one another as we sang Christmas Carols on the front 

steps of the church.  Let’s do it again! 

http://www.facebook.com/stjosephronkonkoma
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Queridos hermanos y hermanas en Cristo:  

 

Con el día de las elecciones a sólo dos semanas, las decisiones que tú y yo haremos son muy importantes. Cada uno de nosotros 
tiene un papel muy importante que desempeñar. Tenemos que decidir quién recibirá nuestro voto. Permítanme la oportunidad de 
compartir con ustedes algunas consideraciones que les pido tengan en cuenta. 

Primero y ante todo, orar.  Hay que pasar tiempo en oración pidiendo a Dios que guie a usted y a su familia y a nuestro país durante 
este tiempo. Orar ante el Santísimo Sacramento, rezar a la Virgen, rezar el rosario y entregar su decisión a nuestro Señor. 

Como muchos de ustedes, lamento el clima actual de división y el civismo mal intencionado y la intolerancia de unos para con los 
que no están de acuerdo con los candidatos y posiciones que no encajan en su visión del mundo. Si creen que están confundido y un 
poco maltratados por el ruido, las protestas públicas y malas interpretaciones privadas, ustedes tienen todas las razones para sentirse 
así. Pero como ciudadanos responsables y hombres y mujeres fieles a Dios, tenemos que ejercer nuestro derecho al voto de una 
manera seria, bien informada y reflexiva de lo que somos como Americanos y Católicos. 

Creemos en Dios. Sabemos que Él es el creador y por lo tanto Dios está íntimamente presente en todas las cosas - el mundo, la vida 
humana, las comunidades, las opciones y elecciones. El Papa emérito Benedicto XVI dijo: "Aquellos que niegan a Dios solamente 
pueden llevarnos en una dirección que en última instancia es destructiva". 

La persona humana, hecha a imagen y semejanza de Dios, es la mejor medida de lo que es bueno o malo, correcto o incorrecto. Cada 
persona es sagrada y tiene unos derechos propios que los líderes políticos deben proteger y servir.  Aquellos que no lo hacen no son 
dignos de nuestro voto. A los que se contradicen a sí mismos diciendo una cosa y haciendo otra no son dignos de nuestro voto. 

Muchos son los temas muy importantes en nuestra sociedad de hoy. Pero ninguno de ellos puede eclipsar la centralidad de la vida 
humana, especialmente la vida humana inocente en el seno materno o al final de la vida. Por encima de todo y sobre todo, el 
problema número uno más fundamental y crucial que cualquier otro es el aborto - que es la terminar directamente con una vida 
inocente, que es financiada con fondos del gobierno - el desvío de dinero de nuestros impuestos a los abortistas como Planificación 
de la Familia, así como la insistencia del gobierno que nosotros los Católicos al igual que las Hermanitas de los Pobres, violemos 
nuestra conciencia para ellos avanzar con sus programas. 

Apoyar el aborto por un candidato a un cargo público, algunos de ellos Católicos, si utilizan la frase falaz y profundamente ofensiva, 
"personalmente estoy opuesto, pero. . .", es razón suficiente en sí misma para descalificar todos y cada uno de esos candidatos de 
recibir nuestro voto. Permítanme repetirlo: Apoyar el aborto por un candidato a un cargo público, algunos de ellos Católicos, si 
utilizan la frase falaz y profundamente ofensiva, "personalmente estoy opuesto, pero. . .", es razón suficiente en sí misma para 
descalificar todos y cada uno de esos candidatos de recibir nuestro voto. 

¡Tengo tres preguntas para poner fin a esta carta!  Por favor, reflexione sobre estas preguntas al examinar su conciencia y prepararse 
para ejercer su derecho al voto. 

1. ¿Cree usted que nuestro país va en la dirección correcta o la dirección equivocada? Yo creo que va en la dirección equivocada. 
Si estoy en lo cierto, entonces, 

2. ¿De los dos candidatos a la presidencia, y de todos los candidatos postulándose para cargos públicos, ya sea federal, estatal o 
local, quienes continuarán llevándonos en la dirección actual o quienes son más probables a restablecer la justicia en aquellas 
áreas que claman por dicha restauración? 

3. ¿Quiénes están dispuestos a llevarnos en una dirección que es más pro vida, más pro familia y más pro la verdad? ¿Quiénes van 
a reconocer y respetar el papel de la religión en la vida de los ciudadanos y el derecho de la Iglesia para mediar en las verdades 
del Evangelio y las enseñanzas de la Iglesia como parte de la vida pública de nuestro país, en los ministerios públicos, como 
salud, educación y obras de caridad, sin verse obligados a adoptar y facilitar esas prácticas culturales que no estén en 
consonancia con las enseñanzas de la Iglesia? 

Para una mayor comprensión, he escrito dos columnas sobre el derecho al voto en la revista católica “The Long Island Catholic 
Magazine”. También están disponibles en la página web diocesana, www.drvc.org. Además, los obispos de Estados Unidos han 
preparado un documento de enseñanza sobre la responsabilidad política de los católicos, llamado "Formando la Conciencia para ser 
Ciudadanos Fieles". También está disponible en línea. Yo les ruego a considerar cuidadosamente estos recursos junto con esta carta 
a medida que avanza el proceso de decidir a quién va a apoyar con su voto. 

Que Dios bendiga a usted y a su familia y que Dios continúe bendiciendo a los Estados Unidos de América. 

 

Fielmente suyo en Cristo, 

 

 

Obispo de Rockville Centre  



Altar Bread & Wine 

In Memory of 

John Hoffman 

Requested by 

Clare & Lou Antonucci 
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Weekly Offering 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Sunday, Oct 23, 2016 Offering            $15,624 
 (Includes Electronic Giving of (        ) 
                            

Last Year’s Offering                                $16,721 
Poor Box Last Week                                     $376 

Parish Debt: 
Interest free loan (balance)                       $51,000 
 
 

We are actively working with the Diocese on plans for 
balancing our budget and addressing our other 
accumulated debt to the Diocese. Because of this, we 
are now only showing our actual loan balance we have 
with the Diocese. If you have questions on this or 
other financial matters, please feel free to call our 
business manager, Ed Grieb. 

  

Thank you and God Bless You Always,  
Fr. Mike 

 

IF YOU MISSED LAST WEEK, PLEASE TRY TO 
MAKE IT UP THIS WEEK. THANK YOU. 

     Respect Life 

Today, as you enter Church for Mass you will be 
offered a basket containing white ribbons. Please 

accept and wear one (or more). 
 

These white ribbons are a sign to the world that you 
object to the pornography which surrounds us. It is in 
the card store, grocery store and the internet – all 
places we frequent, and many of us with our children in 

tow. 
 

The National Center on Sexual Exploitation, formerly 
called Morality in Media, is using these white ribbons 
to draw attention to the many ways we and our children 
are exposed to porn. Annually, the last weekend of the 
month of October and the first weekend of 
November ,is “WRAP”  (white ribbons against 

pornography) week. 
 

Wearing a little ribbon may not seem like much of a 
protest, but it works if you wear it in public for others 
to see and perhaps ask about – that gives you the 
perfect opportunity to explain that porn harms; it’s a 
chance for you to add your voice to many others 
concerning the realities of pornography and sexual 
exploitation. And pornography is all over; including 
some hotel chains which provide it on their room TVs, 
(These do not –Omni, and the Ritz-Carlton). As you’re 
checking out at the supermarket, you –and your 
children- are exposed to some lurid magazine covers, 
including Cosmopolitan. This publication has steadily 
declined from an inspirational women’s magazine into 
a full-on pornographic “how to” sex guide, 
encouraging women to accept the porn-filled culture 
which is all around us. And did you know that the 
Military Honor and Decency Act requires the U.S. 
Department of Defense to remove all sexually explicit 
materials sold or rented by the exchange services, 
commissaries and U.S. Navy ship’s stores. However, 
the Dept. of Defense allows many pornographic 

magazines to be sold. 
 

With the rapid growth of the Internet, porn is more 
available than at any time in American history. So try 
this website –www.PornHarmsAction.com, which has 

helped to fight all this indecency. 
 

Adapted from Defending Dignity, a publication of the 

former Morality In Media. 

To get started, go to our website — stjoronk.org 

Click on Parish Giving and follow the easy sign-up directions. 
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ: 
 

 

With Election Day just two weeks away, the decisions you and I will make are important ones.  Each and every one of us has a very 
important role to play.  We have to decide who will get our vote.  Permit me the opportunity to share with you some thoughts I ask 
you to consider.   

First and foremost, pray. Spend time in prayer asking God to guide you and your family and our country during this time.  Pray 
before the Blessed Sacrament, pray to the Blessed Mother, pray the rosary and entrust your decision to our Lord. 

Like many of you, I lament the current climate of division, and the mean spiritedness and intolerance of some toward those who do 
not agree with candidates and positions that do not fit their worldview.  If you think you are confused and slightly battered by the 
noise, public protests and private misgivings, you have every reason to be so.  But as responsible citizens and faithful men and 
women of God, we have to exercise our right to vote in a way that is serious, well-informed and reflective of who we are as 
Americans and Catholics.  

We believe in God.  We know He is the creator and thus God is intimately present in all things -- the world, human life, 
communities, choices and elections.  Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI said, “Those who deny God can lead us only in a direction that 
ultimately is destructive”. 

The human person, made in the image and likeness of God, is the ultimate measure of what is good or bad, right or wrong.  Every 
person is sacred and has inherent rights which political leaders must protect and serve.  Those who do not are unworthy of our vote.  
Those who contradict themselves by saying one thing and doing another are unworthy of our vote. 

Many issues are very important in our society today.   But none of them can eclipse the centrality of human life, especially innocent 
human life in the womb or at the end of life.  Above all and over all, the number one issue more fundamental and crucial than any 
other is abortion – that is the direct taking of innocent life, which is financed by government funds -- the diversion of our tax dollars 
to abortionists like Planned Parenthood as well as government insistence that we Catholics like the Little Sisters of the Poor, violate 
our consciences to advance such programs. 

Support of abortion by a candidate for public office, some of whom are Catholics, even if they use the fallacious and deeply 
offensive “personally opposed but . . .” line, is reason sufficient unto itself to disqualify any and every such candidate from receiving 
our vote.  Let me repeat that:  Support of abortion by a candidate for public office, some of whom are Catholics, even if they use the 
fallacious and deeply offensive “personally opposed but . . .” line, is reason sufficient unto itself to disqualify any and every such 
candidate from receiving our vote.   

I have three questions to end this letter! Please reflect upon these as you examine your conscience and prepare to exercise your right 
to vote. 

1. Do you think our country is going in the right direction or the wrong direction?  I believe it is heading in the wrong direction.  If 
I am right, then,   

2. Of the two candidates running for President, and of all of the candidates running for elective office, whether federal, state or 
local, which ones will continue to lead us in the current direction or which are more likely to restore justice in those areas that 
cry out for such a restoration? 

3. Which ones are willing to lead us in a direction that is more pro life, more pro family and more pro truth?  Which ones will 
recognize and respect the role of religion in the lives of citizens and the Church’s right to mediate the truths of the Gospel and 
the Church’s teaching as part of the public life of our country, in public ministries like health care, education and charitable 
works, without being forced to adopt and facilitate those cultural practices that are not consonant with Church teaching?  

For further insight, I have written two columns on voting in The Long Island Catholic Magazine.  They are also available on the 
diocesan website, www.drvc.org.  In addition, the U.S. Bishops have prepared a teaching document on the political responsibility of 
Catholics called “Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship”.  It is also available online.  I urge you to consider thoughtfully 
these resources along with this letter as you go through the process of deciding whom you will support with your vote.   

May God bless you and your families and may God continue to bless the United States of America. 
 

 

Faithfully yours in Christ, 

 

 
 

Bishop of Rockville Centre 



RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS... 

SUNDAY SCHOOL REGISTRATION FORM 

Complete and submit at first Sunday School session. 

Registration Fee: $40.00 

Child’s Full Name (print )______________________________ Age______  Date of 

birth________ 

Home Address __________________________________________________________________ 

Home Phone  _______________________________  Cell 

Phone__________________________ 

Parent Name (print) ___________________________________ 

Emergency Contact____________________________________ _____ 

Phone________________ 

Allergies*______________________________________________________________ 

*If applicable, complete the Blue Allergy Form found at: www.reled.@stjoronk.org    

ST. JOSEPH SUNDAY SCHOOL-10:30-11:30am,, Carew Hall   

Children ranging in age three through Kindergarten are invited  

to participate in our Sunday School program.   
 

Sunday School helps your child develop a close relationship with  

God through various Christ centered activities.  Your child will hear  

Bible stories, sing Christian songs, do craft projects, and play virtue 

building games.  

LEVEL 6 CONFIRMATION PARENT MEETING  

Monday, November 7, 2016, 7:30pm, Carew Hall (lower Church) 

 At this meeting, parents receive the Level 6 Confirmation Candidate Workbook. Stu-

dents do not attend the meeting. Workbook is only given to the parent/guardian.  

 This meeting is for the parents of Grade 6 students enrolled in St. Joseph Parish Religious Ed-
ucation Program and Grade 6 students enrolled in St. Joseph Catholic School. 

  

MARK YOU CALENDARS… 
 Level 6 Confirmation students and parents attend the Confirmation Enrollment Mass on Satur-

day, November 19, 2016, 5:00PM Mass.  At this Mass, the students are formally enrolled in the 
2 year preparation process of the sacrament of Confirmation.  

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=sunday+school&view=detailv2&&id=A552D61AD79F8D989D6E0309D83DA17F050C4868&selectedIndex=13&ccid=mPRtFYEu&simid=608037430358377186&thid=OIP.M98f46d15812e820bcdd84fc499e3a7edo0


Please join us at the  

         At the  

                          Mediterranean Manor 

                     303 East Main Street 

                     Patchogue, NY 

                    Nov. 3rd, 6:30PM 

         Tickets:  $50 pp 
 Invitations with responses available at the rectory 

   Please contact Jennine  631 790-2430 or Rachel 631 521-1425 

          With any questions 

THANKSGIVING 
 
 

That’s right!  It’s almost the Holiday Season!  Once again, Outreach is asking for 
your help in providing a Thanksgiving meal for their clients.  Donations of the 
following would be greatly appreciated: gift certificates for turkeys, gift cards to 
grocery stores, stuffing mix, instant potatoes, canned vegetables, cranberries and 
any non-perishable fixings.  All donations can be left at Church in the basket in the 
elevator lobby, at the Outreach Office or the Rectory.  Please return items by Nov. 

4th. Thank you! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Camden Brian Eaton 

Logan Scott Eaton 

Please return this form in an envelope with your memorial donation to the Rectory, in the collection basket, or by mail. 

Mark or address your envelope to:  St. Joseph R.C. Church - HYMNAL, 45 Church Street, Ronkonkoma, NY 11779 
A label indicating your memorial request will be designed for you to place inside the front cover of a Journeysongs hymnal. 

 

 

Name of Donor:_________________________________________Telephone Number:_________________________________ 
 

Address, City, State, Zip:  ___________________________________________________Parish ID#, if known: _______________ 

 

Please indicate the names of the remembered and select a memorial phrase for each hymnal you memorialize. 

Memorial ‘A’ — “In Loving Memory of [name]” 

Memorial ‘B’ — “Sing Praise to God with [name] and All of the Saints in Heaven.” 

Please List Names of Remembered and Memorial Phrase Selected (‘A’ or ‘B’ — one phrase per hymnal)  
 

________________________________________________________________    ______ 
 

________________________________________________________________    ______ 
 

________________________________________________________________    ______ 
 

________________________________________________________________    ______ 

If you have more than 4 memorial requests, please write them on an additional sheet of paper. 

 

Please, please, please print clearly. 

Please remit your donation with this request. 
 

Number of Hymnals to be memorialized _____ X $25 each =  Donation Amount Enclosed $________ 

 

I HAVE MORE MEMORIALS LISTED ON ADDITIONAL SHEET.  _______ 

OUR LITURGY 
 

 

The book of Wisdom reminds us that God has mercy on all 
because he loves all that he has made, and his Spirit is in 
all things. The second reading exhorts us to pray for one 
another always. In the Gospel, Jesus sees the tax collector 
Zacchaeus, and, after hearing his promise of repentance 
and restitution, assures him of salvation. 

First Grade 

Second Grade 

Third Grade 

   We meet on Thursdays at 4:30 pm. 

Join us for some noisy fun! 

Attention Parents and Kids 
“Fun with a Purpose.” 

Joyful Noisy kids pray and sing, do 
fun activities and crafts, and make 
friends.  We meet special guests 
who share music with us and teach 

us about Jesus with songs.   

About once a month, we’ll sing at Sunday Mass. 





PRAY FOR THE SICK 
___________________________________ 

Name of person who is ill 
 _____________________________   _________________________ 
         Person making this request:                            Relationship to ill person  

(Friends can be placed on the silent prayer list only) 

PRAY FOR OUR TROOPS 
 

__________________________________ 
Name, Rank and Branch of Service 

______________________________ ____________________ 
      Person making this request                                   Relationship to Soldier 

(Friends can be placed on the silent prayer list only) 

Outreach Resources 

Emergency Resources 
 

Response of Suffolk County 

Crisis Hotline 

631-751-7620 or 631-751-7500 (hotline 24 hrs./7 days) 

Www.responsehotline.org 
 

Victims Information Bureau of Suffolk—VIBS 

Domestic/date violence, rape, sexual assault, & elder 

abuse 

631-360-3730 or 631-360-3606 (24 hrs. hotline for domes-

tic violence and rape)  

Www.vibs.org or www.inforatvibs.org 
 

Suffolk County Coalition Against Domestic Violence 

631-666-8833 (hotline) 

Www.sccadv.org 
 

The Retreat 

Domestic Violence 

631-329-2200 (hotline 24hrs/7 days shelter) 

Www.theretreatinc.org 
 

Brighter Tomorrows 

Domestic Violence 

Hotline (631)395-1800 
 

Islip Hotline 

Crisis Hotline: 631-277-4700 
 

Runaway Hotline 

631-549-8700, 1-800-621-4000 
 

American Red Cross, Suffolk County Chapter 

631-924-6700 

Www.redcross.org/ny/suffolk 
 

Child Abuse 

1-800-342-3720 (24-Hr.) 
 

HIV and Aids Teen Hotline 

1-800-440-TEEN (fri./Sat. 6:30PM to Midnight) 
 

Child Health Plus Information and Referral 

1-800-522-5006 (24 Hr.) 

 

 

Family Resources/Support Groups 
 

Child Care Council of Suffolk 

631-362-0303 

Www.childcaresuffolk.org 
 

Family Service League of Suffolk County 

631-427-3700 

Www.fsl.li.org 
 

Hope House Ministries 

631-928-2377 

Www.hhm.org 
 

Islip Town Teen Parent Resource Center 

631-224-9766 
 

Suffolk County Department of Health Services  

Project Hope Mothers’ Group 

631-853-3035 (call for locations) 

Www.co.suffolk.ny.us/health 
 

Haven House/Bridges 

631-231-3619 

Www.tsli-hhb.org 
 

Alcoholics Anonymous 

631-669-1124 
 

Gamblers Anonymous 

631-586-7171 
 

Narcotics Anonymous 

631-689-6262 
 

Life Center of L.I. - Pregnancy Care 

631-243-0066 
 

Birthright of Nassau/Suffolk 

516-785-4070 
 

Al-Anon Suffolk County 

631-669-2827 

info@AL-Anon-Suffolk-NY.org 
 

Overeaters Anonymous 

631-260-6615 

St. Joseph Parish Outreach 
Center  

 

e-mail — sjpo0101@gmail.com website — 
http://outreach.stjoronk.org 

 

Through your generosity we 
were able to help more than 140 
people throughout the month of 
Sept. In these tough economic 
times we are seeing people of 
increasing need.  On their 

behalf, we thank you for sharing your own limited 
resources with your brothers and sisters. "Whenever 
you did it for the least of my people, you did it for me." 

Parish Outreach 
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Venturing Events 
In Carew Hall after 5:00 PM Mass 

Venturing is open to men and women 
age 14 through 20 who have graduated 
from 8th Grade.  This year's crew plan 

is jam packed with interesting and fun activities here 
at St. Joseph's and "off-campus" as well. 

 

 
Come to our meeting and check it out. 

 

    Visit our next meeting:    

                   October 30thTonight 

                           Nov. 6th   

  e-mail: Crew272@StJoRonk.org 

  phone: Advisor Mike Keller (631) 872-7675 
 

 

What did you do this weekend? 

Cub Scout Pack 272 

Boy Scout Troop 272 

 

St. Joseph’s Cub Scout Pack 272 and Boy Scout Troop 272  
have fun, exciting, educational, character building pro-
grams for boys, age 7 through 17 (first Grade and up).  

 For more information or to enroll your child, 
 contact Dr. Louis Scotti at 656-8428 

or e-mail JoinScouting@StJoRonk.org. 
 

Pack, Troop, and Crew 272 have 

a YEAR-ROUND scouting program.  

CYO Sport Programs 

http://stjoecyosports.com 

Baseball:    

Intramural (Coed, ages 4-16):      Gene    588-1879 

Travel *  (Boys)         Vinny   543-4100       

Basketball:  

Girls (koolmom4d@msn.com)     Debbie  467-6174 

Clinic Division (Coed Grades K-2)   Nick     585-7723    

Boys Grades 3-12)                 Vinny   543-4100 

Travel*                                       Vinny   543-4100 

Track:     

Boys & Girls, Grades K-8        Jerry    585-4048 

 Soccer : 

Intramural Boys & Girls(ages 3-13)    Joe 585-0748 

                                                              jcaiola@fast.net 

Travel (LIJSL):                                    Rob  721-8831 

Softball:                                              Dennis 467-6174 
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Mark Your Calendars 
 

We will begin decorating the 
Church for Advent on 
Saturday, November 26th, at 
9:30 AM. (Depending on a 
funeral) If you can volunteer  
your time and talent, please 
call the rectory and leave 

your name . 

 

Come and join in the fun! 

Defensive Driving 
 

 

The defensive driving course will be 
offered at St. Joseph Church on 
Saturday, November 19th in Carew 
Hall from 8:30 am to 3:00 pm.  Fee is 
$45.  Please call the rectory at 588-
8456 to reserve your place.  Make 
checks payable to St. Joseph 
Church. 



Are You Interested? 
 

Are you interested in more information about the 
Roman Catholic Church? Would you like to know 
more about our beliefs, traditions, rituals and 
sacraments? Were you baptized but never 
received Holy Communion or Confirmation? If 
you answered yes to any of these questions, we 
have a group here at St. Joseph’s called RCIA 
(Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults). We meet in 
the rectory basement on Tuesday evenings from 
7:00 to 8:30 to prepare you to receive the 
sacraments of Baptism, Eucharist and/or 
Confirmation. For more information contact the 
parish office in the rectory at 631-588-8456 or just 

come downstairs on  Tuesday evening. 

 

On the weekend of October 29/30, the ladies of Court St. 
Joseph, Catholic Daughters of the Americas, will be offering 
WHITE RIBBON lapel pins before each Mass at no cost to 
you. By accepting and wearing them, you signify that you are 
aware of and opposed to the pornography we are exposed to on 

a daily basis. It exists everywhere. Sometimes it’s so subtle we don’t recognize it immediately 
for what it is. It is pervasive and destructive, nonetheless. 
 

The main purpose of this WHITE RIBBON campaign is to protect our children. There are 
several ways you can help combat this crisis: 
 

FIRST: Be ever vigilant with children in your family as far as monitoring television viewing, 
video and internet game playing and reading printed media.  
 

SECOND: Wear the WHITE RIBBON lapel pin as often as possible during the week of 
OCTOBER 29th to NOVEMBER 5th. When someone asks about the WHITE RIBBON, you can 
tell them what it represents. It’s an opportunity to educate and show your stand for decency. 
 

Please take one and wear it to show your support for our Christian values in everyday living. 

All Souls’ Day Mass of Remembrance 
 
 

We will celebrate our special All Souls’ Day Mass of 

Remembrance on Wednesday, November 2 at 7:30 pm in the 

church, as we pray for and honor our loved ones who have died.  

The names of those who had their funeral through St. Joseph 

during this past year will be read.  During the reading of the 

names, votive candles will be lit by the Ministers of Consolation 

in loving memory of them. 

 

 

 

 

 

Mass Schedule 
 

  Nov. 1   All Saints Day 
                      

               7 AM, 9 AM, 12:10 & 7:30 

 

  Nov. 2   All Souls Day 

                      7 AM,  9 AM  

      7:30 (Mass of Remembrance)  



How we Build the City of God here at St. Joseph Parish 
 

Our Vision (Parish Outreach) 
We are here to serve the basic needs of the poor, the troubled, the weak and the oppressed. We are here to treat all with the dignity they deserve.  
 

Our Vision (Shepherd’s Inn Soup Kitchen) 
The workers at Shepherd’s INN soup Kitchen address the issue of the hungry on Long Island. All our guests are treated with dignity and respect. We 
believe everyone that comes to our kitchen is a guest and as such all guests are fed with a no questions asked policy.  
 

Our Vision (Altar Servers)  
In serving at mass we add dignity and reverence to our celebrations by drawing attention to the highpoints of the mass: the proclamation of the 
Gospel, the offering of our gifts, and Jesus’ presence in the Eucharist.  
 

Our Vision (Pack 272)  
Pack 272’s vision is to utilize the program of the Boy Scouts of America to minister to the youth of our parish. The Scout Oath and Law call our Cub 
Scouts to live in service and love to others.  
 

Our Vision (Troop 272)  
We develop Leaders whose core values are loving God and loving each other .  
 

Our Vision (Al Anon)  
The Al Anon Family Groups are a spiritual fellowship of relatives and friends of alcoholics who share their experience strength and hope in order to 
solve their common problems. We believe alcoholism is a family illness and that changed attitudes can aid recovery. Al Anon has one purpose – to 
help families of alcoholics. Our contact phone number is in this bulletin under “Outreach Resources”.  
 

Our Vision (Sacristans)  
Sacristans help to maintain an atmosphere of worship by preparing the church for various services and anticipating priestly needs. Through reverent 
conduct, we strive to provide opportunities to others to draw closer to God and each other.  
 

Our Vision (Religious Education)  
St. Joseph Religious Education works in partnership with parents and Parish to nurture, celebrate, and witness our Catholic faith as we build up the 
Kingdom of God. Our efforts, based on Gospel values, are directed at developing the knowledge, skills, and attitudes of students enabling them to 
make a positive contribution to contemporary society.  
 

Our Vision (Eucharistic Ministers)  
In helping to build the city of God here at St. Joseph's, we as Extra Ordinary Ministers of the Eucharist assist the Priest and Deacon in the distribution 
of the Eucharist in service to the people of God.  
 

Many more ministry groups are developing their Vision. 

Check back often to see how they help us to build the City of God!  

If your group’s vision statement was sent but not here, please resend it to make sure we have it! 

266 DONORS HAVE MADE $62,519 IN PLEDGES.  (67% OF OUR GOAL) 
for more info or to contribute online:  drvc.org/CMA 

contribute by mail:  Catholic Ministries Appeal, PO Box 4000, Rockville Centre, NY 11571-4000 

Be sure to use our parish ID #146  or enter St. Joseph, Ronkonkoma. 
(important to indicate “Ronkonkoma” because there are several St. Joseph Parishes in our Diocese) 

OUR PARISH GOAL IS  $93,185 


