
St. Joseph Roman Catholic Church 
Let us build the City of God! 

Our Mission: 

By our loving service and works of mercy, we invite 
every person to know Jesus Christ, present in the 
Word and the breaking of the Bread, so that all may 

accept his gift of salvation.  
 

Nuestro Mission 

Por nuestro servicio amoroso y las obras de 
misericordia, invitamos a todos a conocer a Jesucristo, 

presente en la Palabra y en la fracci·n del pan, a fin de 
que todos puedan aceptar su regalo de salvaci·n. 

Come pray with us! 

Masses 

Saturday:    5:00pm 

Sunday:       7:00, 9:00, 10:30, Noon, & 5:00 PM 

Weekdays:  7:00 & 9:00 AM* Saturday 8:00AM 

*During School year Tuesday mass is at 8:45AM 

Eucharistic Adoration: 

Mondays 2:00 - 7:00 PM (except holidays) 

First Friday 7:30 - 8:30 PM Holy Hour 

Rosary: Daily after 9:00 Mass 

Reconciliation: Mon, Wed, Fri: after morning mass 

Sat: after 8:00 AM mass and 4:00 - 4:45 PM 

 

St Joseph Rectory Office 

45 Church Street  Ronkonkoma NY 11779 

588-8456 Fax 471-2569 

Religious Education 

35 Church Street 981-1805 

Director: Mrs. Maryanne Trezza 

Parish Outreach 

2855 Pond Rd  981-6888 

Director: Mrs. Anne Kelly 

St Joseph School 

25 Church Street 588-4760 

Principal: Mr. Richard Kuntzler 

January 1, 2017 ð Solemnity of Mary, the Mother of God ð New Years Day 

Priests 

Rev. Michael J Rieder, Pastor 

Rev. Gil Lap   

Rev. Belevendiram Rathinam (Fr Bala) 
 

Deacons 

Dcn. Michael DeBellis  Dcn. Frank DellôAglio 

Dcn. Michael Devenney  Dcn. William Dobbins 

Dcn. Joseph Dougherty (retired) 

Dcn. Joseph Califano (retired) 

Dcn. James Altonji (retired) 



Serving Your Sacramental Needs 
The Sacrament of Baptism 

The Sacrament is celebrated on Sundays at 1:30 PM.  
Parents, please call the parish office to arrange a 
meeting with one of our priests or deacons to begin to 
make arrangements.   
 

The Sacrament of Eucharist 
See front cover for mass times.  If you are sick for an 
extended period of time or are homebound, please 
contact the parish office to arrange to have someone 
bring Communion to you. 
 

The Sacrament of Confirmation 
School aged children can prepare for this Sacrament 
by contacting our religious Education office.  Adults 
or older teens who have yet to be Confirmed should 
contact the Parish Office 
 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation 
As listed on front cover or call rectory for an 
appointment with one of our priests. 

 

The Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick 
This Sacrament is for the living.  We celebrate this 
Sacrament each Spring and Fall for those who are 
chronically ill, advanced in age, or who are about to 
undergo surgery or hospitalization.  We can arrange 
the Sacrament at other times by calling the Parish 
Office.. 

Emergencies: call the office to arrange a visit from 
a priest. 

Nighttime emergencies             (631) 538-7219 
 

The Sacrament of Matrimony 
Bride or Groom please call the office at least six 
months before your desired wedding date to begin 
preparations for marriage.  Please make contact with 
the parish before making other wedding day plans! 
 

The Sacrament of Holy Orders 
Anyone who is feeling called to service in the church 
as a priest deacon or in consecrated religious life 
should contact the parish office to speak to one of the 
priests or deacons for guidance. 
 

Interested in possibly becoming Catholic? 
Please contact the rectory to arrange a meeting to 
discuss your questions.  We have  regular classes to 
help people learn about the faith and decide if 
becoming Catholic is what you and God want for you 
right now.  This whole process of inquiry and 
potential conversion is called RCIAðThe Rite of 
Christian Initiation of Adults. 

 

We will respect your personal journey with God! 

Prayer and Devotion Opportunities 
 

Our Lady of Fatima Devotion 
Our Lady came to Fatima with a message from God 
to every man, woman and child.  She promised that 
the whole world would be at peace, and that many 
souls would go to heaven if her requests were listened 
to and obeyed.   

In response to her requests, the First Saturday of each 
month is devoted to Our Lady of Fatima.  This 
devotion includes 8:00 AM mass, a novena to Our 
Lady of Fatima, the Rosary, and the opportunity to 
celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation. 

All are welcome at this devotion. 

 

Spend Some Time in Prayer Before the 

Blessed Sacrament 
Our church opens at 6:30 AM and remains open 
throughout the day for anyone who wants to make a 
prayerful visit.  Please come and have some quiet 
time with God in the midst of our busy (and 
sometimes loud) world. 
 

We have times set aside when Our Lord, 
present in the Blessed Sacrament is 
exposed on the altar for your prayer. 

 

Monday Exposition and Benediction 
Every Monday afternoon the Blessed Sacrament is 
exposed from 2:00 PM until 7:00 PM.  This 
opportunity for prayer ends with Benediction 
beginning at about 6:45 PM and ending at 7:00 PM 

You can come at any time for any length of time to 
join in this quiet, reflective prayer time. 

Make an appointment to spend time with Jesus! 
 

First Friday Holy Hour 
Every First Friday of the month we have a Holy Hour 
before the exposed Blessed Sacrament.  This 
communal prayer begins at 7:30 PM and run until 
8:30 PM, closing with Benediction. 

 

St Joseph Menôs Prayer Group 
We meet every Tuesday evening at 7:30 PM in the 
Church where we pray the Rosary. 

Afterward we move to the main vestibule for coffee, 
donuts and fellowship. 

This is a great opportunity to be strengthened in your 
commitment as a Catholic man just by spending time 
with others like you! 

 

See you Tuesday! 
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OUR LITURGY 
 

In the reading from Numbers, God gives Moses the 

blessing that Aaron and his sons are to use in 
blessing the Israelites. The reading from Galatians 
reveals how God sent his Son to be born of a 
woman so that we might all be children of God. In 
the Gospel, shepherds arrive in Bethlehem after 

being told by an angel that a Savior has been born.  

Mass Intentions for the Week 
Sunday, Jan. 1 (Solemnity of Mary) 

  7:00  Margie Collandra (Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Jurgensen) 

  9:00  For the People of the Parish 

 10:30 For the People of the Parish 

12:00  James J. Heiman (Loving Sister Helen), Araceli L. Manalo 

  (Loving Children) 

  1:30  Spanish Mass 

Monday, Jan. 2 

  7:00     For the People of the Parish 

  9:00  Sister Ann Marie Dean (Ann Festa & Tom Gillin) 

Tuesday, Jan. 3 

 7:00      For the People of the Parish 

 8:45  Godofredo Alcantara (Loving Wife, Son & Grandson) 

 Wednesday, Jan. 4 

 7:00      For the People of the Parish 

 9:00  Sharon Marchany (LIVING) (The Marchany Family) 

Thursday, Jan. 5 

7:00  Charles Kerrigan (Tom Caminiti) 

9:00  Jose Martins (Loving Family) 

Friday, Jan. 6 

7:00  For the People of the Parish 

9:00  Antoinette Ognibene (Loving Family) 

Saturday, Jan. 7 

8:00       Angelo & Theresa DeFilippo (Marie DeFilippo) 

5:00  Loretta Gerstner (Sal & Debbie Maddaluno), Mary 

  Margaret Della Posta (Patrick & Antoinette Farley),  

  Sister Ann Marie Dean (Donnamarie Priolo), Kermitt 

  Ferrer (The Messina Family), For the People of the Parish 

Sunday, Jan. 8 (The Epiphany of the Lord) 

7:00  Cornelius J. Dunleavy (Loving Wife Anne) 

9:00  Joseph Onufrak (Loving Wife & Family), Karen Marzovilla 

  (The Savage Family), Vincent Gesssner (Loving Wife),  

  Michael P. Concammon (Lou & Clare Antonucci), Palma 

  Fortunato (Clare & Lou Antonucci), Debbie Molina 

  (Dcn. & Mrs. Michael DeBellis) 

10:30  Maryann Heileman (The Edwards & Cangro Families) 

12:00  Carmine Cassara (Loving Family) 

  5:00  Eugene Rogers (Betsy & Brian Dinger & Family) 

  6:30  Spanish Mass 

Additional Parish and School Contact 
Information 

Parish Website:        stjoronk.org 

School Website:       stjoeronkelem.org 

E-mail addresses 

General:        Info@StJoRonk.org 

Pastor:                pastor@StJoRonk.org 

                                FrGil@StJoRonk.org 

           FrBala@StJoRonk.org 

Rel. Ed. Office:        RelEd@StJoRonk.org 

Rel. Ed. Director:     Dre@stjoronk.org 

Rel. Ed. ARE (Gloria) gnap@stjoronk.org 

School:             ndavidson@stjoeronkelem.org 

Parish Trustees 

       Robert Koepper   Mark Crean 

Business Manager 

Edward Grieb 

Music Ministry 

Michael Keller, Director 

Ann DeBellis, 9:00 Choir 

Rectory Hours 

Monday thru Friday 9:00 - 5:00 (closed for lunch 
12:00 - 1:15) 

Saturday 10:00 - 4:00 (closed for lunch 12:00 - 1:15) 

Sunday Closed 

Did you know we are on Facebook? 

You can keep up with parish happenings on our new Face-
book page:  

http://www.facebook.com/stjosephronkonkoma 

Donôt forget to Like Us! 

mailto:reled@stjoronk.org


Where Did You Meet God? 
You have already seen many ñYear in Reviewò articles 
over the past week, but have any of them asked where 
we met  God in the past year?  The truth is, because of 
the wonder of the Incarnation - God being born in the 
flesh - we can recognize his presence in the flesh of all 
other people.  After living through and celebrating The 
Year of Mercy, and deciding that we will continue to be 
a Community of Mercy, we know that what Jesus says is 
true: ñWhatever you do for the least of my brothers and 
sisters, you do for me.ò (Mt 25:40) 

So maybe as we look back on 2016, we should ask 
ourselves where we met God in this past year.  You 
might be amazed at the amount of blessings you will find 
if you begin to look at the past year from this 
perspective. 

Honestly, this kind of reflection should not be put off 
until the end of the year.  We really should do it on a 
more regular basis - maybe once a week.  God is present 
in every breath we take but more concretely, God is 
present in every person we meet. Each time we meet him 
we have an opportunity to see his glory or to show his 
glory by living as a person of  mercy. 

So if you are looking for a resolution that might last 
beyond January 3, write yourself a note asking, óWhere 
did I meet God this week?ò and put it in a place where 
you will see it on a regular basis. 

 

Looking for another resolution that might really change 
things in your life for the better?  Check out the 
reflection, ñLooking Forward to 2017ò on our Facebook 
page.  It invites us to go past resolutions and to make a 
revolution - a real turn around in our lives! 

We All Have Plenty to Learn!  An Opportunity to Learn Together is Coming! 
In response to parishioner requests, we recently held our adult education program, Unlocking the Mystery of the Bible.  This was 
extremely well received by many parishioners! 

This experience taught us that there are so many areas of our faith that are not 100% clear to everyone.  So we are planning a few 
evenings this winter just to answer some of the questions we have about our faith. 

We encourage you to write down some questions about the practice of our faith - why do Catholics do that?  After Christmas we will 
schedule some evening opportunities to answer these questions.  Write your questions here.  Tear this off and put it in the collection 
so we can collect your questions and take time to develop accurate answers! 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

THANK YOU! 
There are so many people in our parish who show us Godôs 
glory throughout the year.  There are public ministers - those 
who proclaim the Word and who minister Holy Communion; 
musicians and singers; ushers and altar servers; catechists,  
outreach workers, ministers of consolation and soup kitchen 
helpers.  All of you are a sign of Godôs love and mercy in our 
public works.  But there are also sacristans and custodians; 
gardeners and decorators; sewers and sign painters; and way 
down in the basement of the rectory every week there are 
those who count our offerings, helping us to grow in 
stewardship.  Your face may not be seen by all but your work 
definitely gives God glory. 

Thank you! 

Thank you also to everyone who comes and shares your faith 
in prayer and song every week.  For some of you, because of 
illness, age, or children, just coming is work.  But your work 
bears fruit in our celebrations - your faith strengthens the faith 
of those around you!  Thank you! 

God bless us all in 2017! 

St Joseph Backwards Drawing: 

You didnôt miss it!  We moved it! 

It will be held on Saturday, April 29, 2017 

Tickets coming after the New Year! 

Singing Under Church? 
 

Karaoke Party in Carew Hall (Church Basement) 

Friday February 3 (the day the Music Died, 1959) 

Details to follow in the bulletin and on Facebook! 

Have you ever been wounded by someone 
who works for the church? 

Did a priest, deacon, teacher, or secretary, ever treat you 
inappropriately or with disrespect?  Are you carrying any 
wound inflicted upon you by someone who works for the 

church? 

We want to apologize and invite you to join us in prayer 
for healing! 

Monday, January 9 

7:30 PM in the church. 

Letôs begin the New Year by starting over so we can 
move forward together! 



How do you grandmother in this complicated world? 
 

This column by Sue Stanton appeared in the December 16 - 29, 2016 issue of National Catholic Reporter.  Sue 
Stanton is a journalist and author of Great Women of Faith: Inspiration for Action. She writes from Ames, Iowa. 

All of the Soul Seeing columns can be read at NCRonline.org/blogs/soul-seeing. 
 

When my friend Anne also became a grandmother, we talked about what it means for the two of us. Sure, 
becoming a grandmother is a recognition of aging and an opportunity to be loving, but how do you grandmother 
in todayôs world of Facebook and Twitter, occasional yearly visits from kids, divorced couples, unchurched 
youth and diverse family life? Itôs a brave new world that invites no small amount of complications. 

Anne and I sat lamenting our dead grandmothers, harkening back to being grandchildren. Our grandmothers were 
figures of plenty with their ample bosoms, plump, floppy arms, flour-covered hands, kitchens rich with delicious 
smells, full, lush smiles ever on their round faces, and when it was time for them to die, they did so quickly, 
gracefully, and out of our sight. 

Today my grandmother would be shocked by the unladylike behavior of her grandchild embarking on her years 
as a grandmother. Hiking, camping outside, and water-slide parks are a part of her grandchildôs life. My 
grandmother would be very surprised to learn of my water-sliding abilities on the ñtoilet bowl plungerò ride but if 
pressed, she would likely laugh and say, itôs not in the least unexpected. You see, my grandmother was a lady 
brought up to not do such things. I was her comic relief or, possibly, as I have begun to meditate on her life more, 
the way of experiencing things denied to her. 

Still, for all her elitist upbringing, there are lessons to learn about being a grandparent and how it can be a full 
return to childhood - sanctioned and sanctified. 

This hit my heart during a trip to Mackinac Island off the coast of Michigan, the film site for the movie 
ñSomewhere in Timeò starring Christopher Reeve and Jane Seymour. Walking down a street exploring the island 
along its eastern side, I came upon St. Anneôs Catholic Church. It is a small, well kept, modest white-frame 
building that you commonly see built on islands where the handful of residents congregate between vacation 
seasons. 

I was lucky. The doors were open that sun-filled day and as I walked into the hushed silence, I was immediately 
seized, transported, if you will, by the icon painted above the altar. 

The background was nothing but blue, heavenly sky stretching corner to corner. In the middle - tall, proud, erect, 
defiant, strong - an elderly woman held an infant in her arms. 

I recognized the position of the baby. Smiling to myself, I thought of the agony it can bring. A little agony. Just a 
little. Like hers, my own grandchild always wants to look outward when I am holding her in my arms. She wants 
to be held like that all the time - to see what everyone else is doing at every moment on the planet. She especially 
likes forks, spoons and whatever any stranger is putting in their mouth as they walk past her. 

Not in the least bit interested in me as a person, her adoring, love-filled grandmother; my grandchild uses my 
maturing body as her platform to the world. I am her elevator, her cage at times, a treehouse, step stool and 
convenient climbing wall. My biceps have only grown stronger in the process of holding onto her. 

Sitting in the pew at St. Anneôs Church, I smile at St. Anne, the aged icon, admiring her grit. 

The wide, proud smile on her face matches exactly that on her grandsonôs as she holds him in her arms. The 
sparkle of fire in his eyes matches the slightly more tired but still alive spark in hers. The fullness of his baby 
body, no doubt, increased the weight on her biceps as he stretches his little hands open, reaching, to not just 
welcome me but to embrace the wondrous ñallò of life. 

She was there to provide for him; a vital part of a family unit. Her body the babyôs springboard, her thickened 
hands, his protection. Her face, complete with aging lines and radiant smile, tells me she is in love with it all. 

Sitting there in the pew, 30 years after her death, I understood my own grandmother in a way I had never before. 
I remembered her loving, radiant smile given to me. She had embraced the aging costs in life because love and 
life are worthwhile. 

And that was the kind of grandmother I wanted to be. Itôs not complicated. 

https://www.ncronline.org/blogs/soul-seeing


Altar Bread & Wine 

 

In Memory of 

Mae Rau 

Requested by 

Ann Festa 
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     Respect Life Weekly Offering 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Due to bulletin deadline, 
financial figures will be in next weeks bulletin. 
  
Sunday, Dec. 25 , 2016 Offering            
 (Includes Electronic Giving of ( $3,593 ) 
                            
 

Last Yearôs Offering                                  
Christmas Flower Offering                             
 
Poor Box Last Week                                                       

 
Parish Debt: 
Dec. Debt. Collection                                  $4,351 
Interest free loan (balance)                        $51,000 
 
 
 
 
 

We are actively working with the Diocese on plans for 
balancing our budget and addressing our other 
accumulated debt to the Diocese. Because of this, we 
are now only showing our actual loan balance we have 
with the Diocese. If you have questions on this or 
other financial matters, please feel free to call our 
business manager, Ed Grieb. 

  
Thank you and God Bless You Always,  

Fr. Mike 
 
 

IF YOU MISSED LAST WEEK, PLEASE TRY TO 
MAKE IT UP THIS WEEK. THANK YOU. 

  
 

Letôs start the new year of 2017 with a smileémaybe a 

laughé 
 

Secret to Happiness:  The secret to happiness and well-being 

is no mystery. All it takes is the ability to do the following: 

ForgetéApologizeéAdmit errorséAvoid mistakes éListen 
to adviceéKeep your temperéShoulder the blameéMake 
the best of thingséMaintain high standardséThink first and 
act accordinglyéPut the needs of others before your owné

Forgive. 

God gave us two ears and only one mouth. Some people say 
thatôs because He wanted us  to spend  twice as much time 
listening as talking. Others claim itôs because He knew that 

listening was twice as hard.  

A rich man once asked a friend, ñWhy am I criticized for 
being miserly? Everyone knows I will leave everything to 
charity when I die.ò  Well, said the friend, let me tell you 
about the pig and the cow. The pig was lamenting to the cow 
one day about how unpopular he was. ñPeople are always 
talking about your gentleness and your kind eyes,ò said the 
pig. ñSure, you give milk and cream, but I give more. I give 
bacon, ham, bristles. They even pickle my feet! Still, nobody 
likes me. Why is this?ò The cow thought a minute. Then 

replied, ñWell, maybe itôs because I give while Iôm still living.ò 
 

Truths children have learned:  No matter how hard you try, 
you canôt baptize a cat; When your Mom is mad at your Dad, 
donôt let her brush your hair; You canôt trust dogs to watch 
your food; You canôt hide a piece of broccoli in a glass of 
milk; Puppies still have bad breath even after eating a Tic-

Tac. 
 

Parents need to fill a childôs bucket of self-esteem so high 
that the rest of the world  canôt poke enough holes in it to 

drain it dry. 
 

The best thing to do behind a friendôs back is to pat it 
 

Truths adults have learned:  Raising teenagers is like trying 
to nail Jello to a tree; Middle age is when you choose cereal 
for the fiber, not the toy; If you can remain calm, you donôt 
have all  the facts; Youôre getting old when you stoop to tie 
your shoelaces and       wonder what else you can do  while 
youôre down  there; You appreciate the fact that wrinkles 

donôt hurt. 
 

And this from St. Francis de Sales:  ñHave patience with all 
things but first with yourself. Never confuse your mistakes 
with your value as a human being. You are a perfectly 
valuable, creative, worthwhile person simply because you 
exist. And no amount of triumphs or tribulations can ever 
change that. Unconditional self-acceptance is the core of a 

peaceful mind. 

From: Good Stuff booklet, Progressive Business 

Publications, Malvern, PA. 

ɂ2%-%-"%2 4(/3% 7(/ (!6% $)%$ɂ 
*ÁÃË "ÏÚÚÉȟ *ÏÈÎ $×ÙÅÒȟ 2ÉÃÈÁÒÄ $ÁÎÔÅȟ .ÉÃË ,ÏÇÏÚÚÏ 

   ÏÕÒ ÄÅÃÅÁÓÅÄ ÓÏÌÄÉÅÒÓ ÁÎÄ ÁÌÌ ÏÆ ÏÕÒ ÄÅÃÅÁÓÅÄ ÒÅÌÁÔÉÖÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÆÒÉÅÎÄÓȢ 
%ÔÅÒÎÁÌ ÒÅÓÔ ÇÒÁÎÔ ÕÎÔÏ ÔÈÅÍ / ,ÏÒÄ ÁÎÄ ÌÅÔ ÐÅÒÐÅÔÕÁÌ ÌÉÇÈÔ ÓÈÉÎÅ ÕÐÏÎ ÔÈÅÍȢ -ÁÙ ÔÈÅÙ ÒÅÓÔ ÉÎ ÐÅÁÃÅȢ  

-ÁÙ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÓÏÕÌÓ ÁÎÄ ÁÌÌ ÔÈÅ ÓÏÕÌÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÆÁÉÔÈÆÕÌ ÄÅÐÁÒÔÅÄ ÒÅÓÔ ÉÎ ÐÅÁÃÅȢ !ÍÅÎ 



Ministerio Hispano   

Lecturas :    Solemnidad Santa Mar²a, Madre de Dios - Ciclo A 

 

!Feliz A¶o Nuevo! Hermanos en Cristo y Mar²a. 
Hoy la Iglesia nos presenta a la Madre de Dios en esta fiesta que desde el 
siglo quinto, fue la primera fiesta mariana de la Iglesia. Por su SI a la 
voluntad de Dios, Mar²a dio a luz a la fuente de la gracia, a la salvaci·n 
del mundo. Por eso ella es Madre de Dios y Madre de la Iglesia. Ella es 
s²mbolo de la comunidad cristiana, en donde los creyentes, encontramos a 
Cristo. 
 

 

 

 

 

Primera Lectura: N¼meros 6, 22-27 (F·rmula de bendici·n sobre el pueblo israelita) 

Segunda Lectura: 
G§latas 4, 4-7 (Dios 
envi· a su Hijo, nacido 
de una mujer) 
Tercera Lectura: 
Lucas 2, 16-21 (A los 
ocho d²as le pusieron el 
nombre) 
 






