St. Joseph Roman Catholic Church
Let us build the City of God!
Our Mission:
By our loving service and works of mercy, we invite
every person to know Jesus Christ, present in the
Word and the breaking of the Bread, so that all may
accept his gift of salvation.

Rev. Michael J Rieder, Pastor
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Rev. Belevendiram Rathinam (Fr Bala)

Nuestro Mission
Por nuestro servicio amoroso y las obras de
misericordia, invitamos a todos a conocer a Jesucristo,
presente en la Palabra y en la fracción del pan, a fin de
que todos puedan aceptar su regalo de salvación.
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Dcn. Frank Dell’Aglio
Dcn. Michael Devenney
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Dcn. Joseph Dougherty (retired)
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Come pray with us!
Masses

Saturday:
Sunday:

5:00pm
7:00, 9:00, 10:30, Noon, & 5:00 PM
Spanish Language Mass: 6:30 pm
Weekdays: 7:00 & 9:00 AM* Saturday 8:00AM
*During School year Tuesday mass is at 8:45AM
Eucharistic Adoration:
Mondays 2:00 - 7:00 PM (except holidays)
First Friday 7:30 - 8:30 PM Holy Hour
Rosary: Daily after 9:00 Mass
Reconciliation: Mon, Wed, Fri: after morning mass
Sat: after 8:00 AM mass and 4:00 - 4:45 PM

Priests

Deacons

St Joseph Rectory Office
45 Church Street Ronkonkoma NY 11779
588-8456 Fax 471-2569

Religious Education
35 Church Street 981-1805
Director: Mrs. Maryanne Trezza

Parish Outreach
2855 Pond Rd
981-6888
Director: Mrs. Anne Kelly

St Joseph School
25 Church Street 588-4760
Principal: Mr. Richard Kuntzler

February 5, 2017 — Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Serving Your Sacramental Needs
The Sacrament of Baptism
The Sacrament is celebrated on Sundays at 1:30
PM. Parents, please call the parish office to arrange
a meeting with one of our priests or deacons to
begin to make arrangements.

The Sacrament of Eucharist
See front cover for mass times. If you are sick for
an extended period of time or are homebound,
please contact the parish office to arrange to have
someone bring Communion to you.

The Sacrament of Confirmation
School aged children can prepare for this Sacrament
by contacting our religious Education office. Adults
or older teens who have yet to be Confirmed should
contact the Parish Office

The Sacrament of Reconciliation
As listed on front cover or call rectory for an
appointment with one of our priests.

The Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick
This Sacrament is for the living. We celebrate this
Sacrament each Spring and Fall for those who are
chronically ill, advanced in age, or who are about to
undergo surgery or hospitalization. We can arrange
the Sacrament at other times by calling the Parish
Office..
Emergencies: call the office to ar r ange a visit
from a priest.
Nighttime emergencies
(631) 538-7219

The Sacrament of Matrimony
Bride or Groom please call the office at least six
months before your desired wedding date to begin
preparations for marriage. Please make contact with
the parish before making other wedding day plans!

The Sacrament of Holy Orders
Anyone who is feeling called to service in the
church as a priest deacon or in consecrated religious
life should contact the parish office to speak to one
of the priests or deacons for guidance.

Interested in possibly becoming Catholic?
Please contact the rectory to arrange a meeting to
discuss your questions. We have regular classes to
help people learn about the faith and decide if
becoming Catholic is what you and God want for
you right now. This whole process of inquiry and
potential conversion is called RCIA—The Rite of
Christian Initiation of Adults.
We will respect your personal journey with God!

Prayer and Devotion Opportunities
Our Lady of Fatima Devotion
Our Lady came to Fatima with a message from God
to every man, woman and child. She promised that
the whole world would be at peace, and that many
souls would go to heaven if her requests were
listened to and obeyed.
In response to her requests, the First Saturday of
each month is devoted to Our Lady of Fatima. This
devotion includes 8:00 AM mass, a novena to Our
Lady of Fatima, the Rosary, and the opportunity to
celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation.
All are welcome at this devotion.

Spend Some Time in Prayer Before the
Blessed Sacrament
Our church opens at 6:30 AM and remains open
throughout the day for anyone who wants to make a
prayerful visit. Please come and have some quiet
time with God in the midst of our busy (and
sometimes loud) world.

We have times set aside when Our Lord,
present in the Blessed Sacrament is
exposed on the altar for your prayer.

Monday Exposition and Benediction
Every Monday afternoon the Blessed Sacrament is
exposed from 2:00 PM until 7:00 PM. This
opportunity for prayer ends with Benediction
beginning at about 6:45 PM and ending at 7:00 PM
You can come at any time for any length of time to
join in this quiet, reflective prayer time.
Make an appointment to spend time with Jesus!

First Friday Holy Hour
Every First Friday of the month we have a Holy
Hour before the exposed Blessed Sacrament. This
communal prayer begins at 7:30 PM and run until
8:30 PM, closing with Benediction.

St Joseph Men’s Prayer Group
We meet every Tuesday evening at 7:30 PM in the
Church where we pray the Rosary.
Afterward we move to the main vestibule for coffee,
donuts and fellowship.
This is a great opportunity to be strengthened in
your commitment as a Catholic man just by
spending time with others like you!

See you Tuesday!

February 5, 2017
Additional Parish and School Contact
Information
Parish Website:
stjoronk.org
School Website:
stjoeronkelem.org
E-mail addresses
General:
Info@StJoRonk.org
Pastor:
pastor@StJoRonk.org
FrGil@StJoRonk.org
FrBala@StJoRonk.org
Rel. Ed. Office:
RelEd@StJoRonk.org
Rel. Ed. Director: Dre@stjoronk.org
Rel. Ed. ARE (Gloria) gnap@stjoronk.org
School:
ndavidson@stjoeronkelem.org
Parish Trustees
Robert Koepper
Mark Crean
Business Manager
Edward Grieb
Music Ministry
Michael Keller, Director
Ann DeBellis, 9:00 Choir
Rectory Hours
Monday thru Friday 9:00 - 5:00 (closed for lunch
12:00 - 1:15)

Saturday 10:00 - 4:00 (closed for lunch 12:00 - 1:15)
Sunday Closed

Did you know we are on Facebook?
You can keep up with parish happenings on our new Facebook page:
http://www.facebook.com/stjosephronkonkoma
Don’t forget to Like Us!

OUR LITURGY
In the first reading, Isaiah reminds us that in
showing concern and love for others, we are
like a light for all people—a light that radiates
the very glory of God. Saint Paul explains that
real faith comes from the power of God and
not mere human reason. In the Gospel Jesus
uses two powerful images to describe true
discipleship: salt and light.
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Mass Intentions for the Week
Sunday, Feb. 5 (Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time)
7:00 For the People of the Parish
9:00 Helene Nieswandt (Loving Daughter)
10:30 James J. Heiman (Loving Sister Helen), Elizabeth Cameron
(Loving Husband & Family), Rosaria, Luciano & Maria
Sapienza (Antoinette & Dan Ventola), Nick Drake (Loving
Family), Phillip Carney (Mr. & Mrs. Kelly), Delia
Rivera (Larry O’Brien)
12:00 Veronica Kelly (Loving Family)
5:00 Mary Iorio (Mary Congro)
Monday, Feb. 6
7:00 Regina A. Barrowclough (Loving Family)
9:00 Joseph Kubicsko, Jr. (Loving Family)
Tuesday, Feb. 7
7:00
Jim Russell (LIVING) (Loving Family)
8:45
Eugene McCarrick (Loving Family)
Wednesday, Feb. 8
7:00
For the People of the Parish
9:00
Helene Nieswardt (Loving Daughter)
Thursday, Feb. 9
7:00
Edie Ryan (Loving Family)
9:00
Paul Ciullo (Loving Family), Mary & Edward Cooper
(Mary Ann Drew)
Friday, Feb. 10
7:00
Kathleen Pagliuca (Loving Family)
9:00
William Vivenzio (Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Schiavone)
Saturday, Feb. 11
8:00
Helene Nieswandt (Loving Daughter)
5:00
Camilla Raab (Loving Family), Sabatino Scala (Loving Son
& Daughter-In-Law), Richard Farina (John & Janice
Ebert & Family), Cresencia Cruz (Rusel & Monet Roxas),
For the People of the Parish
Sunday, Feb. 12 (Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time)
7:00
Anne Cottrell (Loving Sisters)
9:00
Vincent Gessner (Loving Wife)
10:30 Phillip Carney (Norman & Catherine West)
12:00 Joseph J. Onufrak (Loving Mother), Harry Ryan (Eileen &
Eric Pape), Dec’d. Mbrs. of the Colon Family (Mary &
Victor), Provi, Carlos & Jaime Gonzalez (Mary & Victor),
Dec’d. Mbrs. of the Mendez Family (Mary & Victor)
For the People of the Parish
5:00 Peter Biegen (Loving Family)
6:30 Spanish Mass

PRAY FOR THE SICK

___________________________________
Name of person who is ill
_____________________________
_________________________
Person making this request:
Relationship to ill person
(Friends can be placed on the silent prayer list only)

PRAY FOR OUR TROOPS
__________________________________
Name, Rank and Branch of Service
______________________________
____________________
Person making this request
Relationship to Soldier
(Friends can be placed on the silent prayer list only)

New Evangelization
The first time I ever heard this phrase, I thought, “Why
do we need a new evangelization? Why don’t we just do
what we do well and everything will be fine?”
I have discovered that I was wrong (Mark your calendar.
It isn’t often that a pastor will admit to being wrong!)
The New Evangelization is all about meeting people
where they are instead of hoping they will eventually
come to where we are. It is about recognizing that the
message of salvation in Jesus Christ is so important that
we need to do anything possible to share it with everyone
(including those who are not here and those who are
distracted by all sorts of technology of today).
Just 15 years ago at a parent meeting or before a First
Communion, there would be a lot of chatter among the
people. In recent years it is much quieter. But if you
look closely you will see a faint glow coming from the
many hand held devices people are using. They aren’t
making noise but they aren’t exactly quiet either.
What do we do - yell at them to turn off their gadgets?
No, we use the gadgets to get this wonderful message
across to them. In a recent meeting I was told that if we
really want to reach out to young families, at the bare
minimum, we need a Facebook page. We now have one
and we are trying to use it not only to advertise events at
our parish but to inspire and touch hearts. We have a
long way to go in terms of keeping our Facebook page
updated with pictures and video and things like that but
we are beginning.
You may have noticed that we just installed a TV
monitor in the main vestibule of the church. This is
definitely part of the New Evangelization. At a recent
staff meeting we discussed how we often have Religious
Education students and parents gathered in that space to
sign in for an event in the church. They are not looking
at bulletin boards, but they will look at a video monitor.
So we got one for the church and one for the school.
They were paid for by an anonymous specified donation.
So we are trying to use technology a little more to reach
out and invite people to know Jesus and grow in a
personal relationship with him.
Our new bishop, John Barres, actually uses twitter and
tweets a message at least once a day. I’m not sure I’m
ready for that. I still have a “dumb phone” that is only a
phone. But we will keep taking steps in our efforts to
evangelize this generation.
In order to put up the monitor, we had to make a few
other moves. One is still in process. The board with the
military service people on it is temporarily moved to the
other side of the vestibule while a more attractive
presentation can be placed on the wall by the entrance to
Carew Hall. Please be patient during this process.

Meet Bishop John Barres

was
installed as the fifth bishop
of the Diocese of
Rockville Centre on
Tuesday, January 31st
at St. Agnes Cathedral.
Please pray for him!

Bishop
Barres

Some Evangelization is Still Done the Old
Fashioned Way!
We are getting close to Lent. So we will take an
opportunity to teach our religious education students about
the cycle of seasons and how the church recycles. If you
have any palm from last year, you may bring it to the
church in the next few weeks. We will have a basket for it
in the main vestibule. Then we will show our religions
students how the church recycles by burning the palm from
the past to make the ashes for the current year!

Looking to Make this Lent Different?
Why not make this lent the Best Lent Ever?
Lent is just under a month away. A great way to make this
Lent a valuable experience is to make some plans. You
can get your plans done really easily by going to
BestLentEver.com
Sign up for this Lenten program, offered for free from the
Dynamic Catholic Institute and they will send you video
based email reflections from Ash Wednesday to Easter your own personal retreat!

Some Great Stuff About Our School

¡ADELANTE!

I am writing this only on Monday of Catholic Schools
Week but I am so excited and inspired by the things I
have seen and heard at our school already so I have to
share:
Sunday was Open House. We invited any member
of the parish to see the school, even if you do not
have school aged children. One woman came up to
me after her visit and said, “I am a retired
elementary school teacher. We see things differently
than parents.” At this point I was nervous that she
saw something that needed correction but she
continued, “You have a lot of very good people and
very good things in this school!!” THANK YOU
FOR NOTICING!
Then on Monday morning, a mom came to speak to
me. Her family had left St Joseph School a few
years ago for a variety of reasons but they are back
this year. Why? Because “we have a better
program!!!”
Again, THANK YOU FOR
NOTICING!
On Monday afternoon we had a guest come to visit
the middle school students (5th - 8th grade). His
name is Chris Pendergast. Chris has ALS (Lou
Gehrig’s Disease). He was diagnosed over 20 years
ago. Most people with this disease live only 2 - 3
years. Chris decided he was not going to live his life
feeling sorry for himself. Instead he is fighting for a
cure for the disease. He has done the Ride for Life
as a means of raising awareness and funds for
research for 19 years. This year, on the 20th
anniversary of the Ride for Life, Chris is going to
repeat his original ride from Yankee Stadium to
Washing ton DC. Chris is an amazing man and a
great teacher.
He gave the kids hands on
opportunities to learn about his motorized
wheelchair and his ventilator. As the students asked
questions about how things worked, he asked them
to come up with a hypothesis and then invited them
to come up and test the hypothesis using him as the
guinea pig! When he was asked if ALS hurts, he said
there is no physical pain but it hurts that he cannot
embrace his children and it hurts that he cannot
participate in activities with his grandchildren. But
the thing that was most impressive about Chris was
his tremendous faith in God. He spoke about it and
about how he will not give up because he is a man of
faith. What a gift it is for our children to meet such
a strong man of faith in a Catholic School where he
is allowed to share that faith. He was a true
inspiration to everyone who was present!
I LOVE THE FACT THAT ST. JOSEPH PARISH HAS
A SCHOOL!
Fr. Mike
If you have a child of school age and want to schedule a
visit call the school at 631-588-4760!

This was the last word of Bishop John Barres’ homily on the
day of his installation as our bishop. It means “forward” or
“ahead” but in the context of his homily it means “Let’s go
forward - together!!”
In his homily he gave us some direction of where we are to
go forward together. Here are some of the things he said
(his words are in bold):
You and I are called to be saints! He then spoke of his
episcopal motto (which now becomes the motto of our
diocese) “Holiness and Mission”. We are all called to live
holy lives and we do it by living the mission that Jesus gave
to us - to make disciples by sharing our faith and putting it in
action.
Jesus wants us to touch human misery; to enter the
reality of others’ lives and to know the power of
tenderness. It sounds like he r ead our par ish mission “By our loving service and works of mercy…”
He had plenty to say about mercy: Mercy is the beating
heart of the gospel and mercy is the beating heart of the
Catholic Church! Pope Fr ancis gave us a gift with the
jubilee year of mercy but it is obvious that neither he, nor
our new bishop want mercy to ever end in our lives as
church. Let’s take some time on a regular basis to sit with
God in his mercy - let’s experience his love. Then, as we
feel the beating heart of the gospel in that mercy, we are
called to become ministers of that mercy for others.
Then he gave everyone on Long Island homework:
Between February 1 and Ash Wednesday (March 1)
invite one non practicing Catholic to come to mass and
humbly witness your faith to them. We ar e an apostolic
church - this is our call!
¡ADELANTE!

This Weekend is Scout Sunday!
We are happy to have our Catholic Scouts at the 10:30 mass
with us. The 12th point of the Scout Law is, “A Scout is
Reverent.”
On Scout Sunday we celebrate the young scouts of our
community who have been working on their religious
emblems during the year.
Light of Christ: This emblem is for cubs who are 6-7 years
old and it is designed to help the children develop a
relationship with Jesus.
Parvuli Dei (Child of God) is for Cubs and Webelos 8-10
years old and it is designed to help the scouts see the
presence of God in their daily lives.
Older Scouts can earn the Ad Altare Dei or Pope Pius XII
emblems which are both very involved programs. These
emblems are given out at a diocesan celebration.
Congratulations to our Catholic Scouts who have been
working on their religious emblems.
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Respect Life

Weekly Offering

“I’ve noticed that everyone who is for abortion has
already been born”. Our former President, Ronald
Reagan, said that, and I think he made a very astute
observation-don’t you?
By all accounts, in newsprint and television, the recent
March for Life in Washington, D. C. was successful,
as far as numbers of marchers. God bless them. And
God bless all the generous people of St. Joseph’s
parish, who donated a substantial amount of cash for
the benefit of the March. The March for Life is just one
tool, working toward the end of abortions,* which now
can be had at any stage of pregnancy; we must change
the hearts and minds of those who cannot see the
wrongness, if there is such a word, of taking the life of
an unborn child.
At conception, a genetically unique individual begins
life. All of the characteristics he or she will have as an
adult are already determined – including sex, eye color,
skin pigmentation, and intelligence potential. Really!
The new person’s life will consist of continually
overlapping, progressive stages of growth and
development from that instant through childhood,
adolescence, adulthood, old age and death. All that is
needed is nourishment and time to grow. Life does not
begin at birth – birth is only a change of residence of
an already-living active person.
What science says: Scientists and medical texts agree
that a new life begins at conception.
A. W. Liley M. D. (world-renowned Research Professor
in Perinatal Physiology) has stated this: “Biologically
at no stage of development can we subscribe to the
view that the unborn child is a mere appendage of the
mother. Genetically, the mother and baby are separate
individuals from conception”.
In its special issue The Drama of Life Before Birth, Life
magazine states, “The birth of a human really occurs
at the moment the mother’s egg cell is fertilized by one
of the father’s sperm cells” that is, at conception.
Adapted from Life Cycle Books, Lewiston, N.Y.
*Clarification: After 24 weeks of pregnancy, New York
State allows termination of said pregnancy if the
pregnancy is deemed necessary to preserve the
mother’s life.

Sunday, Jan 29,
$17,379

2017 Offering

(Includes Electronic Giving of ( $2,197)

Last Year 2016 Offering
(Snow Storm)

Poor Box, Jan 29, 2017
Interest Free Loan Balance

$21,545
$327
$46,000

We are actively working with the Diocese on plans for
balancing our budget and addressing our other
accumulated debt to the Diocese. Because of this, we
are now only showing our actual loan balance we have
with the Diocese. If you have questions on this or
other financial matters, please feel free to call our
business manager, Ed Grieb.
Thank you and God Bless You Always,
Fr. Mike
IF YOU MISSED LAST WEEK, PLEASE TRY TO
MAKE IT UP THIS WEEK. THANK YOU.

Altar Bread & Wine
In Memory of
Vincent Festa
Requested by
Ann Festa

—REMEMBER THOSE WHO HAVE DIED—
Emma Bruno, Marion J. Byczek
our deceased soldiers and all of our deceased relatives and friends.
Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord and let perpetual light shine upon them. May they rest in peace.
May their souls and all the souls of the faithful departed rest in peace. Amen

St. Joseph Parish Gift Shop
We are very happy to announce the
Grand Re-Opening of our Parish Gift Shop!
We invite you to visit the Gift Shop to see the wonderful array of merchandise we offer. Our hope is to bring to you, the
convenience of shopping for gifts, while helping to support the Parish.
The Grand Re-Opening will be the first weekend of February.
We will be open the first weekend of each month thereafter!
Please come to visit us often as we will be getting new merchandise to coincide with liturgical and sacramental seasons. St.
Joseph Gift Shop is located in the lower level of the Church.
We will be open before & after the weekend Masses; Store hours will be:
~ Saturday 5:45 PM To 6:30 PM ~
~ Sunday 7:45 AM To 1:30 PM & 5:45 PM To 6:30 PM ~
**To further our mission, we are asking for Volunteers to work the store for
approximately 60 to 90 minute shifts for the above designated days & times.
**For Parents of St. Joseph School Students,
Keep in mind these hours count toward your service hours!
If you wish to volunteer or if you would like more information about the gift shop, please email us:
parishstore@stjoronk.org
St. Joseph Church ~ Building the City of God
By our loving service and works of mercy, we invite every person to know Jesus Christ,
Present in the Word and the breaking of the Bread, so that all may accept his gift of salvation.

ANNOUNCING
ST. JOSEPH SHARE MERCY SUNDAY
“BY OUR LOVING SERVICE AND WORKS OF MERCY ”
We INVITE EVERYONE to gather the first Sunday of each month and put these words from our Parish Mission Statement into
action. Join us every month for: Share Mercy Sunday! The first Sunday of each month we’ll share our faith, grow in our friendship and perform a loving service or work of mercy. Come down to Carew Hall after the morning Masses and enjoy light refreshments while participating in a loving service and work of mercy selected for that month. Since we’re beginning in February, our loving service and work of mercy will be to create VALENTINES which will go to the residents of the local Nursing
Home, the Veteran’s Hospital and the military personnel serving overseas. You can make some at home ahead of time and bring
them in and/or you can participate in creating them here. We will have paper, pens, crayons, hearts and stickers for you to
make valentine cards or pictures to lift the spirits of people who need our love and support.

Here is a reminder of the Corporal Works of Mercy that we are to live by:
Feed the hungry
Give drink to the thirsty
Shelter the homeless
Visit the Sick
Visit those in prison
Bury the dead
Give Alms to the Poor
"But remember, Jesus said "Whatever you do for the least of my brothers and sisters you do for
me. (Mt 25:40)" "By this all men will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one
another." (John 13:35)
Everyone is welcome; we are offering you an opportunity to Live and Grow in the Spirit of Mercy and to be an active disciple helping to Build the City of God.

FAITH FORMATION NEWS
Level 5— Sacrament of Reconciliation, 7:15pm in the Church
Parents and children attend the Sacrament of Reconciliation in the Church (see date
below).
Parents and children will sit together. Parents are invited to go to Confession at this
service.
Before being seated, hand in the attendance card that your child received at class.
Tuesday classes attend: Monday, February 6, 2017
Wednesday classes and Home Taught families attend: Monday, February 27, 2017
Level 1 Activity Session
Monday, February 6, 2017. Attend at your assigned time.

Level 4 Family Mass -Sunday, February 12, 2017, 10:30am
Level 4 Mass Preparation Session (in place of Level 4 class on 2/7 & 2/8
Level 4 Students attend on Friday, February 10, 2017, 7:15-8:15pm, Church

Prayer As Relationship—Our Friendship with God
Many of us remember the oldest and best definition of prayer:
"raising the mind and heart to God." I suspect that most of us
practiced the first part, raising our mind to God, better than the second
part, lifting up our hearts. That imbalance can too often make the
experience of praying "dry" or "unfulfilling." What this definition
probably intended to say was that prayer involves our whole person in
a relationship with God. Using the various relationships of our lives as a guide, we can come to new insights
about prayer. A wise spiritual guide once said, "We are as good at praying as we are at the other relationships
of our lives. If you want to get better at prayer, work on the key
relationships in your life."
It's a Matter of the Heart Relationship always involves a strong desire to be with. A relationship will fade if we
have no continuing interest in spending time with the other, or connect with the other. Even when our time
together might be limited, we have feelings for the other which sustain the relationship. The closer the relationship, the stronger those feelings.
Words, gestures and rituals express and give shape to the relationship of the heart. "I love you." "Thank
you." "You’re wonderful." "I need you." "I'm sorry." A smile, an embrace, a gesture of vulnerability, a selfrevealing story, doing something together. Our song, our favorite place, a special reading, a special menu, a
tradition we've developed. These are just a few examples of the ways a relationship develops and grows.
Finding Intimacy with God in Our Everyday Lives How could prayer be a relationship with God, if it only remains a lifting of our minds to God? We need very special times of intimacy with God, but that time needs to
be prepared for and built up to. To enrich our relationship with God, engages our hearts. That involves finding intimacy with God in the midst of our everyday busy lives, much like we do with the other important relationships of our lives. Perhaps as we pay more attention to what gives life and intimacy to these relationships, we might grow in the affective side of our relationship with God.
If this stirs a desire for that kind of relationship with God, one place to begin is to let God tell me about how
loved I am. The God who says, "You are precious in my eyes and I love you." (Isaiah 43:4) If I'm open to God's
expressions of affection toward me, that can open my heart to stir up affection in the form of grateful response. Love needs only a spark to get started. It takes ongoing care to keep the fire from going out. With
special care, it can become a long lasting, warm and comforting, life-long relationship.

Outreach Resources
Emergency Resources
Response of Suffolk County
Crisis Hotline
631-751-7620 or 631-751-7500 (hotline 24 hrs./7 days)
Www.responsehotline.org
Victims Information Bureau of Suffolk—VIBS
Domestic/date violence, rape, sexual assault, & elder
abuse
631-360-3730 or 631-360-3606 (24 hrs. hotline for domestic violence and rape)
Www.vibs.org or www.inforatvibs.org
Suffolk County Coalition Against Domestic Violence
631-666-8833 (hotline)
Www.sccadv.org
The Retreat
Domestic Violence
631-329-2200 (hotline 24hrs/7 days shelter)
Www.theretreatinc.org
Brighter Tomorrows
Domestic Violence
Hotline (631)395-1800
Islip Hotline
Crisis Hotline: 631-277-4700
Runaway Hotline
631-549-8700, 1-800-621-4000
American Red Cross, Suffolk County Chapter
631-924-6700
Www.redcross.org/ny/suffolk
Child Abuse
1-800-342-3720 (24-Hr.)
HIV and Aids Teen Hotline
1-800-440-TEEN (fri./Sat. 6:30PM to Midnight)
Child Health Plus Information and Referral
1-800-522-5006 (24 Hr.)

Defensive Driving
The defensive driving course will be
offered at St. Joseph Church on Saturday,
February 11th in Carew Hall from 8:30 am
to 3:00 pm. Fee is $45. Please call the
rectory at 588-8456 to reserve your place.
Make checks payable to St. Joseph
Church.
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Family Resources/Support Groups

Child Care Council of Suffolk
631-362-0303
Www.childcaresuffolk.org
Family Service League of Suffolk County
631-427-3700
Www.fsl.li.org
Hope House Ministries
631-928-2377
Www.hhm.org
Islip Town Teen Parent Resource Center
631-224-9766
Suffolk County Department of Health Services
Project Hope Mothers’ Group
631-853-3035 (call for locations)
Www.co.suffolk.ny.us/health
Haven House/Bridges
631-231-3619
Www.tsli-hhb.org
Alcoholics Anonymous
631-669-1124
Gamblers Anonymous
631-586-7171
Narcotics Anonymous
631-689-6262
Life Center of L.I. - Pregnancy Care
631-243-0066
Birthright of Nassau/Suffolk
516-785-4070
Al-Anon Suffolk County
631-669-2827
info@AL-Anon-Suffolk-NY.org
Overeaters Anonymous
631-260-6615

Parish Outreach

St. Joseph Parish Outreach
Center
e-mail — sjpo0101@gmail.com website —
http://outreach.stjoronk.org

Through your generosity we
were able to help more than 456
people throughout the month of
Dec. In these tough economic
times we are seeing people of
increasing need.
On their
behalf, we thank you for sharing your own limited
resources with your brothers and sisters. "Whenever

you did it for the least of my people, you did it for me."
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Cub Scout Pack 272
Boy Scout Troop 272
St. Joseph’s Cub Scout Pack 272 and Boy Scout Troop 272
have fun, exciting, educational, character building programs for boys, age 7 through 17 (first Grade and up).
For more information or to enroll your child,
contact Dr. Louis Scotti at 656-8428
or e-mail JoinScouting@StJoRonk.org.

CYO Sport Programs

Pack, Troop, and Crew 272 have
a YEAR-ROUND scouting program.

http://stjoecyosports.com
Baseball:
Intramural (Coed, ages 4-16):
Gene
588-1879
Travel * (Boys)
Vinny
543-4100
Basketball:
Girls (koolmom4d@msn.com)
Debbie
467-6174
Clinic Division (Coed Grades K-2) Nick
585-7723
Boys Grades 3-12)
Vinny
543-4100
Travel*
Vinny
543-4100
Track:
Boys & Girls, Grades K-8
Jerry 585-4048
Soccer :
Intramural Boys & Girls(ages 3-13) Joe 585-0748
jcaiola@fast.net
Travel (LIJSL):
Rob
721-8831
Softball:
Dennis 467-6174

Venturing Events
In Carew Hall after 5:00 PM Mass
Venturing is open to men and women
age 14 through 20 who have graduated
from 8th Grade. This year's crew plan
is jam packed with interesting and fun activities here
at St. Joseph's and "off-campus" as well.
Come to our meeting and check it out.

Visit our next meeting:
Feb. 5th Tonight
Feb. 12th
e-mail: Crew272@StJoRonk.org
phone: Advisor Mike Keller (631) 872-7675

What did you do this weekend?

Attention Parents and Kids
“Fun with a Purpose.”
Joyful Noisy kids pray and sing, do
fun activities and crafts, and make
friends. We meet special guests who
share music with us and teach us
about Jesus with songs.

First Grade
Second Grade
Third Grade

About once a month, we’ll sing at Sunday Mass.

We meet on Thursdays at 4:30 pm.

Join us for some noisy fun!
Courtesy Announcements
Charismatic Prayer Meeting - at Our Lady of the Island
Shrine the fourth Wednesday of each month from 79PM. Praise, worship & teaching. Contact the Shrine
at 631-325-0661 for info.
Free Food for NY Seniors - The C.S.F.P. funded by
USDA NYSDOH, and administered by Catholic
Charities is offering free food for 6 to 12 months post
partum women, children from the age of 5 up to their
sixth birthday, and seniors age 60 and over, who are
income-eligible. Gross monthly income for seniors:
Single Senior $1,174 or less or Senior Couple $1,579
or less. For further information, and income
guidelines for women & children in Nassau or Suffolk,
please call 631-491-4166 or 631-491-4156.

Knitting & Crocheting
Ministry
The ladies of the yarn group meets in Carew Hall Monday
afternoon (except on school holidays) from 2:00-4:00PM.
We crochet and knit items for those in need to be
distributed to various nursing homes and hospitals.
If you would like to help with this heartwarming endeavor,
please leave your name and phone number at the rectory
and you will be contacted.

Are You Interested?
Are you interested in more information about the
Roman Catholic Church? Would you like to know more
about our beliefs, traditions, rituals and sacraments?
Were you baptized but never received Holy
Communion or Confirmation? If you answered yes to
any of these questions, we have a group here at St.
Joseph’s called RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of
Adults). We prepare you to receive the sacraments of
Baptism, Eucharist and/or Confirmation. For more
information contact the parish office in the rectory at
631-588-8456.

Parish Outreach
Parish Outreach is in dire need of
donations of toiletries. Shampoo,
deodorant, toothpaste, tissues, combs, brushes,
toothbrushes, soap, toilet paper. If you can
help, please drop off to our Outreach Office
or to the Rectory.

How we Build the City of God here at St. Joseph Parish
Our Vision (Parish Outreach)
We are here to serve the basic needs of the poor, the troubled, the weak and the oppressed. We are here to treat all with the dignity
they deserve.
Our Vision (Shepherd’s Inn Soup Kitchen)
The workers at Shepherd’s INN soup Kitchen address the issue of the hungry on Long Island. All our guests are treated with dignity
and respect. We believe everyone that comes to our kitchen is a guest and as such all guests are fed with a no questions asked policy.
Our Vision (Altar Servers)
In serving at mass we add dignity and reverence to our celebrations by drawing attention to the highpoints of the mass: the
proclamation of the Gospel, the offering of our gifts, and Jesus’ presence in the Eucharist.
Our Vision (Pack 272)
Pack 272’s vision is to utilize the program of the Boy Scouts of America to minister to the youth of our parish. The Scout Oath and Law
call our Cub Scouts to live in service and love to others.
Our Vision (Troop 272)
We develop Leaders whose core values are loving God and loving each other .
Our Vision (Al Anon)
The Al Anon Family Groups are a spiritual fellowship of relatives and friends of alcoholics who share their experience strength and
hope in order to solve their common problems. We believe alcoholism is a family illness and that changed attitudes can aid recovery.
Al Anon has one purpose – to help families of alcoholics. Our contact phone number is in this bulletin under “Outreach Resources”.
Our Vision (Sacristans)
Sacristans help to maintain an atmosphere of worship by preparing the church for various services and anticipating priestly needs.
Through reverent conduct, we strive to provide opportunities to others to draw closer to God and each other.
Our Vision (Religious Education)
St. Joseph Religious Education works in partnership with parents and Parish to nurture, celebrate, and witness our Catholic faith as we
build up the Kingdom of God. Our efforts, based on Gospel values, are directed at developing the knowledge, skills, and attitudes of
students enabling them to make a positive contribution to contemporary society.
Our Vision (Eucharistic Ministers)
In helping to build the city of God here at St. Joseph's, we as Extra Ordinary Ministers of the Eucharist assist the Priest and Deacon in
the distribution of the Eucharist in service to the people of God.
Our Vision (Lectors)
We lovingly strive to bring the Word of God to Life, so others may develop a deeper relationship with God.
Our Vision (St. Joseph’s Respect Life Committee)
Our mission is to defend and foster respect for human life from conception to natural death within our families, parish, and
community at large. Through prayer, service, support and education, we desire to counter cultural forces that endanger the sanctity
of life at all stages.
Our Vision (Catholic Daughters of Americas)
Strive to embrace the principle of faith working through love in the promotion of Justice, equality and the advancement of human
rights and human dignity for all.
Our Vision (Pastoral Music Ministry)
In faith, we experience the joy of the gift of salvation. We share that joy in music and song that touches hearts to engage our
community in a worship experience that inspires deeper faith and incites all to act on our mission.

Many more ministry groups are developing their Vision.
Check back often to see how they help us to build the City of God!
If your group’s vision statement was sent but not here, please resend it to make sure we have it!

