
St. Joseph Roman Catholic Church 
Let us build the City of God! 

Our Mission: 

By our loving service and works of mercy, we invite 
every person to know Jesus Christ, present in the 
Word and the breaking of the Bread, so that all may 

accept his gift of salvation.  
 

Nuestro Mission 

Por nuestro servicio amoroso y las obras de 

misericordia, invitamos a todos a conocer a Jesucristo, 
presente en la Palabra y en la fracci·n del pan, a fin de 

que todos puedan aceptar su regalo de salvaci·n. 

Come pray with us! 

Masses 

Saturday:    5:00 PM 

Sunday:       7:00, 9:00, 10:30, Noon, and 5:00 PM 

                     Spanish Language Mass at 6:30 PM 

Weekdays:  7:00 and 9:00 AM* Saturday 8:00 AM 

*During School year Tuesday Mass is at 8:45 AM 
Eucharistic Adoration: 

Mondays 2:00 - 7:00 PM (except holidays) 

First Friday 7:30 - 8:30 PM Holy Hour 

Rosary: Daily after 9:00 Mass 

Reconciliation: Mon, Wed, Fri: after morning Mass 

Sat: after 8:00 AM mass and 4:00 - 4:45 PM 

 

St Joseph Rectory Office 

45 Church Street  Ronkonkoma NY 11779 

588-8456 Fax 471-2569 

Religious Education 

35 Church Street 981-1805 

Director: Mrs. Maryanne Trezza 

Parish Outreach 

2855 Pond Rd  981-6888 

Director: Mrs. Anne Kelly 

St Joseph School 

25 Church Street 588-4760 

Principal: Mr. Richard Kuntzler 

April 2, 2017 ð Fifth Sunday of Lent 

Priests 

Rev. Michael J Rieder, Pastor 

Rev. Gil Lap   

Rev. Belevendiram Rathinam (Fr Bala) 
 

Deacons 

Dcn. Michael DeBellis  Dcn. Frank DellôAglio 

Dcn. Michael Devenney  Dcn. William Dobbins 

Dcn. Joseph Dougherty (retired) 

Dcn. Joseph Califano (retired) 

Dcn. James Altonji (retired) 



Serving Your Sacramental Needs 
 

The Sacrament of Baptism 
The Sacrament is celebrated on Sundays at 1:30 PM.  
Parents, please call the parish office to arrange a 
meeting with one of our priests or deacons to begin to 
make arrangements.   
 

The Sacrament of Eucharist 
See front cover for mass times.  If you are sick for an 
extended period of time or are homebound, please 
contact the parish office to arrange to have someone 
bring Communion to you. 
 

The Sacrament of Confirmation 
School aged children can prepare for this Sacrament 
by contacting our religious Education office.  Adults 
or older teens who have yet to be Confirmed should 
contact the Parish Office 
 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation 
As listed on front cover or call rectory for an 
appointment with one of our priests. 

 

The Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick 
This Sacrament is for the living.  We celebrate this 
Sacrament each Spring and Fall for those who are 
chronically ill, advanced in age, or who are about to 
undergo surgery or hospitalization.  We can arrange 
the Sacrament at other times by calling the Parish 
Office.. 

Emergencies: call the office to arrange a visit from a 
priest. 

Nighttime emergencies             (631) 538-7219 
 

The Sacrament of Matrimony 
Bride or Groom, please call the office at least six 
months before your desired wedding date to begin 
preparations for marriage.  Please make contact with 
the parish before making other wedding day plans! 
 

The Sacrament of Holy Orders 
Anyone who is feeling called to service in the church 
as a priest deacon or in consecrated religious life 
should contact the parish office to speak to one of the 
priests or deacons for guidance. 
 

Interested in possibly becoming Catholic? 
Please contact the rectory to arrange a meeting to 
discuss your questions.  We have  regular classes to 
help people learn about the faith and decide if 
becoming Catholic is what you and God want for you 
right now.  This whole process of inquiry and 
potential conversion is called RCIAðThe Rite of 
Christian Initiation of Adults. 

 

We will respect your personal journey with God! 

Prayer and Devotion Opportunities 
 

Our Lady of Fatima Devotion 
Our Lady came to Fatima with a message from God 
to every man, woman and child.  She promised that 
the whole world would be at peace, and that many 
souls would go to heaven if her requests were listened 
to and obeyed.   

In response to her requests, the First Saturday of each 
month is devoted to Our Lady of Fatima.  This 
devotion includes 8:00 AM mass, a novena to Our 
Lady of Fatima, the Rosary, and the opportunity to 
celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation. 

All are welcome at this devotion. 

 

Spend Some Time in Prayer Before the 

Blessed Sacrament 
Our church opens at 6:30 AM and remains open 
throughout the day for anyone who wants to make a 
prayerful visit.  Please come and have some quiet 
time with God in the midst of our busy (and 
sometimes loud) world. 
 

We have times set aside when Our Lord, 
present in the Blessed Sacrament, is 
exposed on the altar for your prayer. 

 

Monday Exposition and Benediction 
Every Monday afternoon the Blessed Sacrament is 
exposed from 2:00 PM until 7:00 PM.  This 
opportunity for prayer ends with Benediction 
beginning at about 6:45 PM and ending at 7:00 PM 

You can come at any time for any length of time to 
join in this quiet, reflective prayer time. 

Make an appointment to spend time with Jesus! 
 

First Friday Holy Hour 
Every First Friday of the month we have a Holy Hour 
before the exposed Blessed Sacrament.  This 
communal prayer begins at 7:30 PM and run until 
8:30 PM, closing with Benediction. 

 

St Joseph Menôs Prayer Group 
We meet every Tuesday evening at 7:30 PM in the 
Church where we pray the Rosary. 

Afterward we move to the main vestibule for coffee, 
donuts and fellowship. 

This is a great opportunity to be strengthened in your 
commitment as a Catholic man just by spending time 
with others like you! 

 

See you Tuesday! 
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OUR LITURGY 
 

In the reading from Ezekiel, the prophet tells the 
Israelites that they will know God because he gives 
them life and frees them from enslavement. Saint Paul 
explains to the Romans that the life-giving spirit they 
received through Christ frees them from both sin and 
death. In the Gospel reading, Jesus proclaims that he 
is the resurrection and the life and that all who live and 
believe in him will never die. 

Mass Intentions for the Week 
 

Sunday, April 2 (Fifth Sunday of Lent) 

7:00  Cornelius J. Dunleavy (Loving Wife Anne) 

9:00  James J. Heiman (Loving Sister Helen), Vincent Gessner 

  (Loving Wife), Gary Lamm (Linda Savage & Curine Young) 

  William Wright (Mr. & Mrs. Duerr), Thomas Wixted 

  (The Mansur Family), For the People of the Parish 

10:30  Jose Martins (Loving Family) 

12:00  Robert Rogers (Paula & Brian McCartny) 

  5:00  George J. Raab Jr. (Loving Family) 

  6:30  Spanish Mass 

Monday, April 3 

  7:00     Mary Tantone (Loving Husband & Children) 

  9:00  Godofredo Alcantara (Loving Wife, Son & Grandson) 

Tuesday, April 4 

 7:00       Beatrice Nieves (The OôBrian Family) 

 8:45    Frank J. DeSensi (Loving Daughter) 

 Wednesday, April 5 

 7:00      Emanuele Quarantino (Loving Wife & Family) 

 9:00  Carlos Mosquera (Loving Family) 

Thursday, April 6 

7:00       Arnold Thomas Brown (LIVING) (The Marchany Family) 

9:00  Thomas Casey (Edward & Victoria Burns) 

Friday, April 7 

7:00  Marian A. Stack (Tom Caminiti) 

9:00  George Naused (Joanne Fahey) 

Saturday, April 8 

8:00       Patrick Howard Walsh (Sue Walsh & Famly) 

5:00  Ralph Martino (Loving Wife), Anita Paguibitan (Loving 

  Grandchildren), Mary Iorio (Harry & Carol), Charles 

  Camarda (The Quagliata Family), For the People of  

  the Parish 

Sunday,  April 9 (Palm Sunday) 

7:00  John F. Vierling Jr. (Loving Family) 

9:00  Patrick Lordi (Marilyn & Dom) 

10:30  Joseph Onufrak (Loving Wife & Family), Emma Bonilla 

  (Loving Family), Irma Austin (Mary Nelson), Robert  

  Nelson (Rosemary & Gerry), Betty Lucivero (Gino 

  Lantuono) For the People of the Parish 

12:00` Zora Delgado (Paul & Linda Delgado) 

 5:00  Ignazio Romeo (Carol Michaels) 

 6:30  Spanish Mass 

Additional Parish and School Contact 
Information 

Parish Website:        stjoronk.org 

School Website:       stjoeronkelem.org 

E-mail addresses 

General:        Info@StJoRonk.org 

Pastor:                pastor@StJoRonk.org 

                                FrGil@StJoRonk.org 

           FrBala@StJoRonk.org 

Rel. Ed. Office:        RelEd@StJoRonk.org 

Rel. Ed. Director:     Dre@stjoronk.org 

Rel. Ed. ARE (Gloria) gnap@stjoronk.org 

School:             ndavidson@stjoeronkelem.org 

Parish Trustees 

       Robert Koepper   Mark Crean 

Business Manager 

Edward Grieb 

Music Ministry 

Michael Keller, Director 

Ann DeBellis, 9:00 Choir 

Rectory Hours 

Monday thru Friday 9:00 - 5:00 (closed for lunch 
12:00 - 1:15) 

Saturday 10:00 - 4:00 (closed for lunch 12:00 - 1:15) 

Sunday Closed 

Altar Bread & Wine 

 

 

In Memory of 

Johanna & Joseph Soldner 

Requested by 

Ann Festa 

 

mailto:reled@stjoronk.org


Celebrate the Rising of the Son at sunrise! 

Easter Sunday Sunrise Mass at Ronkonkoma Beach 

6:00 AM on the beach 

 Bring your own chair! 

 Parking is tight so you may want to drop your car at church and get a ride to the beach 

(or you can walk itðonly 1/2 mile) 

Easter (the resurrection) made everything in creation different.  So maybe we need to celebrate in 
a slightly different way.  Get up early!  Come to the most beautiful chapel in Ronkonkoma (built 
by God).  Celebrate the peace of the resurrection at the peace of the shores of Lake Ronkonkoma. 

If it rains we will forgo the sunrise and join the 7:00 AM mass in the church. 

Great Opportunities Are Coming! 
Every Sunday as part of our prayer we profess our faith in 
a church that is one, holy, catholic, and apostolic.  That 
last word, apostolic, does not just mean that it is built on 
the lives of the Apostles, it means we share their 
commissioning and responsibility to make disciples of 
every nation - to share our faith with others.  This is our 
call. 

In the next couple of weeks we all have a great 
opportunity to share our faith with others who we might 
not ordinarily see. 

 There will be students home from college who will 
come to mass on Palm Sunday and Easter Sunday. 

 There will be family members who are here for a visit 
who will come to pray with us. 

 There will be people who are new to the neighborhood 
and who just havenôt gotten their lives together 
enough to settle in to parish life. 

 There will be those who have wandered from the 
regular practice of their faith for one reason or 
another. 

All of these people and some others could be sitting next 
to you on Palm Sunday or on Easter Sunday.  This is your 
opportunity to spread the Good News and to be an apostle!  
This is your opportunity to share your faith with them!  
How? 

Offer a smile of welcome! 

Move in and make room in your row! 

Maybe help them find their place in the book! 

Sing!  Respond to the prayers!  Join in the celebration! 

Definitely offer whoever is near you a warm greeting at 
the sign of peace.  Peace is the first gift of the resurrection 
- when Jesus met his disciples in the upper room he said to 
them, ñPeace be with you!ò  By sharing his peace we are 
sharing our hope in the resurrection with others! 

Getting Ready for the Season of Easter 
We are an Easter People!  The resurrection is not only our 
celebration, it is our way of life!  Sometimes we sell 
Easter short when we think of it as Easter Sunday.  Easter 
is really a season.  It lasts 50 days - thatôs longer than Lent 
and it is a time for us all to grow in the new life that comes 
to us in the resurrection. 

During Lent, you may have given something up - did you 
ever think of replacing a bad habit that we gave up in Lent 
with a new habit during the Easter Season?  That would be 
a great way to honor the resurrection - going forward 
toward new life and new productive habits instead of just 
going back to the bad habits we gave up during Lent. 

Did you lose some weight because you watched what you 
ate?  What are you going to do to continue this healthy 
habit? 

Did you pick up a new form of prayer (or pray more 
frequently)?  Wouldnôt it be a great thing to continue that 
and even to grow in your relationship with our risen Lord? 

Look for opportunities to grow in your life with Jesus!  
Take advantage of them!  Let new life take root in your 
heart this Easter Season! 

A Chance to Grow this Easter Season! 

Mark your calendars and come to our 

Parish Easter Retreat! 

Our retreat will be on May 8, 9, & 10 at 

7:30 PM in the church. 

Monday: Another look at our call to perfection! 

Tuesday: Whatôs your ñthird wordò?  The obstacles we 
put in the way of Godôs blessings. 

Wednesday:  You give them something to eat!  A 
different look at how we can participate in miracles and 
bring hope to one another! 



Letôs Go Back to Ash Wednesday For a 
Moment.  We Might Learn Something to 

Help Our Lifestyle! 
The gospel we heard on Ash Wednesday includes: But when 

you give alms, do not let your left hand know what your right is 
doing, so that your almsgiving may be secret. And your Father 

who sees in secret will repay you. (Mt 6:3-4) 

This short passage applies to the circumstances of many in our 
community.  In the past year we have encouraged more people 

to use Parish Giving, a way to support the parish through direct 
automated giving.  Thank you to those who support us this 

way.  It really helps because with this form of giving our 
income remains the same even when the weather is harsh. 

The challenge is that at mass when the basket is passed, these 

people do not have anything to put in and they sometimes feel 
uncomfortable, and sometimes get funny looks from those 

around them.  I just want to remind you that your gift of 
support for your church is between you and God.  No one else 
matters. 

But it is s little bit uncomfortable.  If that is the case, you may 
want to take advantage of a service that Parish Giving offers.  
On their website you can print a page that has little cards on 

itðeach one states that you are a supporter through Parish 
Giving.  You can print this page, cut out the cards and put one 

in the basket each Sunday.  This way, anyone looking would 
see that you put something in the basket and no one will look at 

you funny! 

Thank you to everyone who supports the works of our parish in 
the Ronkonkoma Community. 

 

-  Fr. Mike  

Looking to Really Enter Holy Week? 

Journey Cross and Crucifixion 
Sunday, April 9 (Palm Sunday) 

3:00 PM 

Good Shepherd Parish 

1370 Grundy Avenue 

Holbrook 

This is presented by: 

Creative Ministries 

There will be a Free Will Offering! 

Our Home Improvements 
Unless you are rich, you have to do some serious budgeting 
and saving when an improvement is needed on your home.  
Our Home, St. Joseph Parish, is in need of some home 
improvement so we have been doing some budgeting and 
saving. 

 We were given a gift of $11,765 from another parish in 
Suffolk County who knew we could use some help.  This 
came from their Ash Wednesday Offering. 

 We raised $2,253 through our Lenten Retreat Offering.  
Thank you! 

 Over the last several months we have been given a few 
other donations specifically to set aside for repairs and 
improvement.  They total $4,800 

 That gives us just about $19,000 that has been set aside for 
Home Improvements.   So we are about ready to get 
started on some of that work. 

This past week we had a joint meeting of our Parish Council 
and Finance Council to discuss our improvement needs, our 
financial situation, and how we can serve the mission of our 
parish by attending to these needs and making some 
improvements. 

We have created a list of priorities including: 

 The front steps of the church 

 Patching our parking areas 

 The sound system and sanctuary lighting 

 The sanctuary itself 

Our next step is to get estimates for improvements in these 
areas.  Cost will help us prioritize what gets done first. 

Our plan is to get a quick start on improvements to our home 
with the money that is set aside.  After some work is done, we 
will come to you for help in caring for the other needs in our 
home.  The help we will be asking for will be in time, talent 
and treasure.  Some things will have to be professionally done 
because of insurance and codes, but when we have work that 
can be shared, we will look for talented parishioners to join in 
the communal work of upgrading our parish home. 

We will keep you posted on each step that is taken in our 
ongoing plans for our Home Improvements. Thank you for all 
you do in our communal work of Building the City of God! 

-  Fr Mike  

It is the 21st Century and we are trying to 
live in it! 

Check our website regularly to see what is happening in 
our church: 

Current Website: 

www.stjoronk.org 

New Website (still under construction): 

www.stjosephronkonkoma.org 

Facebook page: 

www.facebook.com/stjosephronkonkoma 

We areusing our website and Facebook page more and 
more as a tool to spread the Good News! 

Please keep praying for all the intentions on the cross in 
the sanctuary! 

These intentions will be part of our new fire at the Easter 
Vigil as we ask God to bring everyone who is at the cross 

to the resurrection! 
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     Respect Life 

 

 

 

 

Benjamin Walter Bullis  

Connor David Daly  

Mark Augusto Kasper  

Logan John McNally  

Richard Mason Martinez  

Christian Joseph Pedra  

Weekly Offering 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
Sunday, March 26, 2017 Offering         $17,310 
 (Includes Electronic Giving of ( $2,513) 
                            
 

Last Year  2016 Offering                             $17,214 
Parish Retreat                                            $2,253 
                                                                               

 
 Poor Box                                                      $702 
                       
Interest Free Loan Balance                   $25,000   
 
 

 
We are actively working with the Diocese on plans for balancing 
our budget and addressing our other accumulated debt to the 
Diocese. Because of this, we are now only showing our actual 
loan balance we have with the Diocese. If you have questions on 
this or other financial matters, please feel free to call our business 
manager, Ed Grieb. 

  
Thank you and God Bless You Always,  

Fr. Mike 
 

IF YOU MISSED LAST WEEK, PLEASE TRY TO MAKE IT UP 
THIS WEEK. THANK YOU. 

ɂ2%-%-"%2 4(/3% 7(/ (!6% $)%$ɂ 
   ÏÕÒ ÄÅÃÅÁÓÅÄ ÓÏÌÄÉÅÒÓ ÁÎÄ ÁÌÌ ÏÆ ÏÕÒ ÄÅÃÅÁÓÅÄ ÒÅÌÁÔÉÖÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÆÒÉÅÎÄÓȢ 

%ÔÅÒÎÁÌ ÒÅÓÔ ÇÒÁÎÔ ÕÎÔÏ ÔÈÅÍ / ,ÏÒÄ ÁÎÄ ÌÅÔ ÐÅÒÐÅÔÕÁÌ ÌÉÇÈÔ ÓÈÉÎÅ ÕÐÏÎ ÔÈÅÍȢ -ÁÙ ÔÈÅÙ ÒÅÓÔ ÉÎ ÐÅÁÃÅȢȢ 
-ÁÙ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÓÏÕÌÓ ÁÎÄ ÁÌÌ ÔÈÅ ÓÏÕÌÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÆÁÉÔÈÆÕÌ ÄÅÐÁÒÔÅÄ ÒÅÓÔ ÉÎ ÐÅÁÃÅȢ !ÍÅÎ 

  The state of Kentucky has a new law which requires 
doctors to conduct an ultrasound  exam before an 
abortion. (The Life Center has been doing just that for 
years). It makes sense, if only to show the pregnant 
woman fetal images ï itôs not just a lump of  tissue, itôs 
a baby ï however, the American Civil Liberties Union 

is challenging this law in court. 
 

An ACLU attorney referred to the 2- month old law as a 
ñgross deviationò from medical ethics, and is trying to 

block its enforcement.  
 

An attorney representing Kentuckyôs Cabinet for 
Health and Family Services said the law reflects the 
stateôs legitimate and real interests to protect the well-
being of pregnant women and their fetuses. He said 
the fetal images shown could, in some cases, sway an 
expectant mother to opt against terminating her preg-

nancy by abortion. 
  

U.S. District Court Judge David J. Hale heard several 
hours of arguments regarding  the ACLUôs request to 
temporarily block the law, which was passed by the 
Legislature in Kentucky only two months ago, while it 

pushes to ask that the law be struck down. 

Judge Hale has so far, made no ruling on the ACLUôs 
request, but indicated that he would accept more writ-
ten arguments in the first federal court challenge of the 

law. 
 

Three other states also have laws requiring pre-
abortion ultrasounds and a doctor showing the women 
the images, according to the Guttmacher Institute, 
which supports abortion rights. The ACLU contends 
the Kentucky law violates First Amendment rights and 
it sued on behalf of the stateôs lone remaining abortion 

provider. 
 

Adapted from Newsday, 3/24/17 
 

ñIn protecting the vulnerable and the weak, the imper-
fect and  the unwanted, you are affirming a culture of 

life.ò 

 President George W. Bush, signing the Born Alive In-

fants Protection Act, August 6, 2002.  

    



 




