
St. Joseph Roman Catholic Church 
Let us build the City of God! 

Our Mission: 

By our loving service and works of mercy, we invite 
every person to know Jesus Christ, present in the Word 
and the breaking of the Bread, so that all may accept his 

gift of salvation.  
 

Nuestro Mission 

Por nuestro servicio amoroso y las obras de 

misericordia, invitamos a todos a conocer a Jesucristo, 
presente en la Palabra y en la fracci·n del pan, a fin de 

que todos puedan aceptar su regalo de salvaci·n. 

Come pray with us! 

Masses 

Saturday:    5:00 PM 

Sunday:       7:00, 9:00, 10:30, Noon, and 5:00 PM 

                     Spanish Language Mass at 6:30 PM 

Weekdays:  7:00 and 9:00 AM* Saturday 8:00 AM 

*During School year Tuesday Mass is at 8:45 AM 
Eucharistic Adoration: 

Mondays 2:00 - 7:00 PM (except holidays) 

First Friday 7:30 - 8:30 PM Holy Hour 

Rosary: Daily after 9:00 Mass 

Reconciliation: Mon, Wed, Fri: after morning Mass 

Sat: after 8:00 AM mass and 4:00 - 4:45 PM 

 

St Joseph Rectory Office 

45 Church Street  Ronkonkoma NY 11779 

588-8456 Fax 471-2569 

Religious Education 

35 Church Street 981-1805 

Director: Mrs. Maryanne Trezza 

Parish Outreach 

2855 Pond Rd  981-6888 

Director: Mrs. Anne Kelly 

St Joseph School 

25 Church Street 588-4760 

Principal: Mr. Richard Kuntzler 

April 9, 2017 ð Passion Sunday 

Priests 

Rev. Michael J Rieder, Pastor 

Rev. Gil Lap   

Rev. Belevendiram Rathinam (Fr Bala) 
 

Deacons 

Dcn. Michael DeBellis  Dcn. Frank DellôAglio 

Dcn. Michael Devenney  Dcn. William Dobbins 

Dcn. Joseph Dougherty (retired) 

Dcn. Joseph Califano (retired) 

Dcn. James Altonji (retired) 



Serving Your Sacramental Needs 
 

The Sacrament of Baptism 
The Sacrament is celebrated on Sundays at 1:30 PM.  
Parents, please call the parish office to arrange a 
meeting with one of our priests or deacons to begin to 
make arrangements.   
 

The Sacrament of Eucharist 
See front cover for mass times.  If you are sick for an 
extended period of time or are homebound, please 
contact the parish office to arrange to have someone 
bring Communion to you. 
 

The Sacrament of Confirmation 
School aged children can prepare for this Sacrament 
by contacting our religious Education office.  Adults 
or older teens who have yet to be Confirmed should 
contact the Parish Office 
 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation 
As listed on front cover or call rectory for an 
appointment with one of our priests. 

 

The Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick 
This Sacrament is for the living.  We celebrate this 
Sacrament each Spring and Fall for those who are 
chronically ill, advanced in age, or who are about to 
undergo surgery or hospitalization.  We can arrange 
the Sacrament at other times by calling the Parish 
Office.. 

Emergencies: call the office to arrange a visit from a 
priest. 

Nighttime emergencies             (631) 538-7219 
 

The Sacrament of Matrimony 
Bride or Groom, please call the office at least six 
months before your desired wedding date to begin 
preparations for marriage.  Please make contact with 
the parish before making other wedding day plans! 
 

The Sacrament of Holy Orders 
Anyone who is feeling called to service in the church 
as a priest deacon or in consecrated religious life 
should contact the parish office to speak to one of the 
priests or deacons for guidance. 
 

Interested in possibly becoming Catholic? 
Please contact the rectory to arrange a meeting to 
discuss your questions.  We have  regular classes to 
help people learn about the faith and decide if 
becoming Catholic is what you and God want for you 
right now.  This whole process of inquiry and 
potential conversion is called RCIAðThe Rite of 
Christian Initiation of Adults. 

 

We will respect your personal journey with God! 

Prayer and Devotion Opportunities 
 

Our Lady of Fatima Devotion 
Our Lady came to Fatima with a message from God 
to every man, woman and child.  She promised that 
the whole world would be at peace, and that many 
souls would go to heaven if her requests were listened 
to and obeyed.   

In response to her requests, the First Saturday of each 
month is devoted to Our Lady of Fatima.  This 
devotion includes 8:00 AM mass, a novena to Our 
Lady of Fatima, the Rosary, and the opportunity to 
celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation. 

All are welcome at this devotion. 

 

Spend Some Time in Prayer Before the 

Blessed Sacrament 
Our church opens at 6:30 AM and remains open 
throughout the day for anyone who wants to make a 
prayerful visit.  Please come and have some quiet 
time with God in the midst of our busy (and 
sometimes loud) world. 
 

We have times set aside when Our Lord, 
present in the Blessed Sacrament is exposed 

on the altar for your prayer. 
 

Monday Exposition and Benediction 
Every Monday afternoon the Blessed Sacrament is 
exposed from 2:00 PM until 7:00 PM.  This 
opportunity for prayer ends with Benediction 
beginning at about 6:45 PM and ending at 7:00 PM 

You can come at any time for any length of time to 
join in this quiet, reflective prayer time. 

Make an appointment to spend time with Jesus! 
 

First Friday Holy Hour 
Every First Friday of the month we have a Holy Hour 
before the exposed Blessed Sacrament.  This 
communal prayer begins at 7:30 PM and run until 
8:30 PM, closing with Benediction. 

 

St Joseph Menôs Prayer Group 

We meet every Tuesday evening at 7:30 PM 
in the Church where we pray the Rosary. 

Afterward we move to the main vestibule for 
coffee, donuts and fellowship. 

This is a great opportunity to be strengthened 
in your commitment as a Catholic man just by 
spending time with others like you! 

 

See you Tuesday! 
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OUR LITURGY 
 

We experience all kinds of emotions in todayôs 
readings. The joyous crowd becomes an angry and 
vengeful crowd. Jesusô disciples betray. Deny or run 
away from him. The women, however, remain strong 
even though their hearts are being torn out. The 
heavens weep as Jesus empties himself out, obedient 
to the point of deathðdeath on a cross. 

Mass Intentions for the Week 
 

Sunday, April 9 (Palm Sunday) 

7:00  John F. Vierling Jr. (Loving Family) 

9:00  Patrick Lordi (Marilyn & Dom) 

10:30  Joseph Onufrak (Loving Wife & Family), Emma Bonilla 

  (Loving Family), Irma Austin (Mary Nelson), Robert  

  Nelson (Rosemary & Gerry), Betty Lucivero (Gino 

  Iantuono), For the People of the Parish 

12:00  Zora Delgado (Paul & Linda Delgado) 

  5:00  Ignazio Romeo (Carol Michaels) 

  6:30  Spanish Mass 

Monday, April 10 

  7:00     Camellia Carter (LIVING) (The Marchany Family) 

  9:00  Kerry Foy Migliaro (Loving Family) 

Tuesday, April 11 

 7:00       Victor M. Mauro Sr. (The Clarry Family) 

 8:45    Mary Balchmus (The Aragones Family) 

 Wednesday, April 12 

 7:00      Ginny Nelson (Sylvia & Eugene Comiskey) 

 9:00  Dorothy & Nicholas Stiefel (Loving Daughters) 

Thursday, April 13 (Holy Thursday) 

9:00       Morning Prayer 

7:30  Mass of the Lords Supper 

Friday, April 14 (Good Friday) 

9:00  Morning Prayer 

3:00  Liturgy of the Passion 

7:30  Living Stations of the Cross 

Saturday, April 15 (Holy Saturday) 

9:00       Morning Prayer - Blessing of the Food 

7:30  Vigil Mass - Easter Mass Intentions 

Sunday,  April 16 (Easter Sunday) 

6:30  Sunrise Mass at the Beach 

7:00   

9:00 

10:30    

12:00 

1:30  Spanish Mass 

Additional Parish and School Contact 
Information 

Parish Website:        stjoronk.org 

School Website:       stjoeronkelem.org 

E-mail addresses 

General:        Info@StJoRonk.org 

Pastor:                pastor@StJoRonk.org 

                                FrGil@StJoRonk.org 

           FrBala@StJoRonk.org 

Rel. Ed. Office:        RelEd@StJoRonk.org 

Rel. Ed. Director:     Dre@stjoronk.org 

Rel. Ed. ARE (Gloria) gnap@stjoronk.org 

School:             ndavidson@stjoeronkelem.org 

Parish Trustees 

       Robert Koepper   Mark Crean 

Business Manager 

Edward Grieb 

Music Ministry 

Michael Keller, Director 

Ann DeBellis, 9:00 Choir 

Rectory Hours 

Monday thru Friday 9:00 - 5:00 (closed for lunch 
12:00 - 1:15) 

Saturday 10:00 - 4:00 (closed for lunch 12:00 - 1:15) 

Sunday Closed 

Altar Bread & Wine 

 

 

In Memory of 

Mary & George Rau 

Requested by 

Ann Festa 

 

 

Easter Mass 
Intentions 

mailto:reled@stjoronk.org


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Celebrate the Rising of the Son at sunrise! 

Easter Sunday Sunrise Mass at Ronkonkoma Beach 

6:00 AM on the beach 
 Bring your own chair! 

 Parking is tight so you may want to drop your car at church and get a ride to the 

beach (or you can walk itðonly 1/2 mile) 

 Note: bathrooms will not be available at the beach! 

Easter (the resurrection) made everything in creation different. 

So maybe we need to celebrate in a slightly different way.  Get up early!  Come to the most 
beautiful chapel in Ronkonkoma (built by God).  Celebrate the peace of the resurrection at the 

peaceful the shores of Lake Ronkonkoma. 

If it rains we will forgo the sunrise and join the 7:00 AM mass in the church. 

A Chance to Grow in Faith this Easter Season! 

Mark your calendars and come to our 

Parish Easter Retreat! 

Our retreat will be on May 8, 9, & 10 at 

7:30 PM in the church. 

Monday: Another look at our call to perfection! 

 

Tuesday: Whatôs your ñthird wordò?  Removing the obstacles 
we put in the way of Godôs blessings. 

 

Wednesday:  You give them something to eat!  A different 
look at how we can participate in miracles and bring hope to 
one another! 

Experience the Loving Embrace of Jesus in the Sacrament 
of Reconciliation! 

 

Monday of Holy Week 

From 3:00PM to 9:00 PM 

There will be two priests available to hear your confessions 
constantly! 

 

If you would rather go to someone you donôt know, there will 
be priests available in every church on Long Island during this 

time! 

Come, Celebrate Godôs intense unconditional love for you!  
Bring someone you love to celebrate godôs love with you! 

 

This is the original 

Judgment Free Zone! 

 

If you were the only one on earth, He would have died just for you! 



Have you written in our Book of Prayer 
Intentions and Works of Mercy? 

 
Many people in our parish have made statements of faith by 
placing their needs or recalling encounters with Jesus in those 

in need in our Book of Prayer Intentions and Works of Mercy.  
The purpose of this book is to keep those intentions in our 

prayers but also to remind everyone that when we bring 
forward the gifts of bread and wine we are also bringing 

ourselvesðour needs and our works of mercy. 

Thank you to everyone who has made a statement of faith by 
using this book - it has enhanced our prayers. 

The Easter season is a time to revisit this book with your 

intentions! 

As we come to the Easter Vigil there is always a new fire.  This 
is the fire we use to light the newly blessed Paschal Candle 

(Easter Candle) that is a symbol of Jesus risen from the dead.  
This year the fire will be made from all of the pages of 

intentions and works of mercy from that book and from the 
intentions that have been placed on our cross since Ash 
Wednesday.  It may be a huge fire because there are quite a 

few intentions!  The purpose of burning these intentions is so 
that they become a sacrificial offering to God and we are 

asking God to bring us past the cross to the resurrection. 

But we know our needs continue.  So our book will be filed 
with empty pages beginning on Easter Sunday.  Please 

continue to add your intentions and your works of mercy to 
those pages so we can constantly bring them to God!  And in 

your personal prayers, remember all those intentions that we 
have written in that book. 

 

Letôs continue to pray for one another! 

Looking to Really Enter Holy Week? 

 

Journey Cross and Crucifixion 
Sunday, April 9 (Palm Sunday) 

3:00 PM 

Good Shepherd Parish 

1370 Grundy Avenue 

Holbrook 

This is presented by: 

Creative Ministries 

There will be a Free Will Offering! 

Thank You! 

 
Thank you to all who participated in  last weekôs Share Mercy 
Sunday.  These gatherings are a reminder that we are a church 
of loving service and works of mercy!  We are called to Live 
Mercy Always and to Live Mercy in All Ways! 

So far our Share Mercy Sundays have involved making 
Valentinesô Day Cards for active military personnel and for 
people in Nursing Homes; helping to make dolls with The 
Giving Doll Ministry; and now helping our brothers and sisters 
in our own community by restocking the shelves of our Parish 
Outreach. 

We asked for mainly cleaning items and personal grooming 
items - thank you for your great response.   

You may not have realized how much this helps: 

People whose income is not sufficient to support their family 
receive public assistance.  The program used to be called 
ñFood Stampsò but it has been replaced with cards that have a 
certain value for purchasing things to help the family.  But the  
ñFood Stamp Mentalityò has remained. 

Food Stamps can be used to buy almost anything that is 
considered food (not alcohol).  But you can buy candy and 
soda with them.  But you canôt buy other necessities like 
toiletries, aspirin, and kitchen cleaning supplies.  This can be a 
real challenge for low income families trying to balance their 
budget.  Another challenge is that most low income families 
cannot afford the membership in shopping clubs like Costco or 
BJôs.  So they never have the opportunity to buy in bulk and 
save.  On one of my trips to El Salvador, we heard a 
presentation titled, ñIt is expensive to be poorò that explained 
all the different expenses that add up for the poor because they 
canôt afford to take advantage of opportunities to save that are 
given to those who can afford them.  This reality is true for our 
friends and neighbors who have lower incomes. 

So even though there was not a shared task of mercy last 
Sunday, your gifts of cleaning items and toiletries were truly a 
work of mercy to our friends who come to our Parish Outreach 
Office for assistance! 

Whatever you do for the least of my brothers and sisters 
you do for me. (Mt 25:40) 

It is the 21st Century and we are trying to 
live in it! 

Check our website regularly to see what is happening in our 
church: 

Current Website: 

www.stjoronk.org 

New Website (still under construction): 

www.stjosephronkonkoma.org 

Facebook page: 

www.facebook.com/stjosephronkonkoma 

We are using our website and Facebook page more and more 
as a tool to spread the Good News! 

A Word from our good Friend Pope Francis 
 

ñThe fundamental purpose of a parish is to train evangelizers!ò 

Each one of us is called to invite others to know the Good 
News with our lives!  Be an evangelizer! 

Be an ambassador for Christ! 
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     Respect Life 

 

 

 

 

London Reese Belmonte  

Abigail Blanche Dellaglio  

Alexander John Rodriguez  

Logan Patrick Seiler  

Weekly Offering 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
Sunday, April 2, 2017 Offering             $17,600 
 (Includes Electronic Giving of ( $2,642) 
                            
 

Last Year  2016 Offering                            $16,307 
Parish Retreat                                             
                                                                               

 
 Poor Box                                                     $413                                                   
                       
Interest Free Loan Balance                   $25,000   
 
 

 
We are actively working with the Diocese on plans for balancing 
our budget and addressing our other accumulated debt to the 
Diocese. Because of this, we are now only showing our actual 
loan balance we have with the Diocese. If you have questions on 
this or other financial matters, please feel free to call our business 
manager, Ed Grieb. 

  
Thank you and God Bless You Always,  

Fr. Mike 
 

IF YOU MISSED LAST WEEK, PLEASE TRY TO MAKE IT UP 
THIS WEEK. THANK YOU. 

ɂ2%-%-"%2 4(/3% 7(/ (!6% $)%$ɂ 
(ÕÂÅÒÔ 7ÉÌÐÓȟ -ÁÔÔÈÅ× 3ÈÅÉÌȟ 4ÈÏÍÁÓ +ÎÏÂÅÌȟ 2ÏÓÅÁÎÎ (ÏÒÎȟ *ÏÓÅÐÈ 0ÁÓÓÁÌÁÃÑÕÁȟ )ÒÅÎÅ +ÁÕǟÕÎÇÅÒ 

   ÏÕÒ ÄÅÃÅÁÓÅÄ ÓÏÌÄÉÅÒÓ ÁÎÄ ÁÌÌ ÏÆ ÏÕÒ ÄÅÃÅÁÓÅÄ ÒÅÌÁÔÉÖÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÆÒÉÅÎÄÓȢ 
%ÔÅÒÎÁÌ ÒÅÓÔ ÇÒÁÎÔ ÕÎÔÏ ÔÈÅÍ / ,ÏÒÄ ÁÎÄ ÌÅÔ ÐÅÒÐÅÔÕÁÌ ÌÉÇÈÔ ÓÈÉÎÅ ÕÐÏÎ ÔÈÅÍȢ -ÁÙ ÔÈÅÙ ÒÅÓÔ ÉÎ ÐÅÁÃÅȢȢ 

-ÁÙ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÓÏÕÌÓ ÁÎÄ ÁÌÌ ÔÈÅ ÓÏÕÌÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÆÁÉÔÈÆÕÌ ÄÅÐÁÒÔÅÄ ÒÅÓÔ ÉÎ ÐÅÁÃÅȢ !ÍÅÎ 

  FETAL FACTS 
 

>FETUS is the Latin word which means óbabyô 

>A fetus is 100% human and experiences great pain 

during an abortion 

> Scientifically speaking, life begins at conception and 

is continuous then on until death 

>Every genetic trait is already determined at concep-

tion, including the color of skin, hair, >eyes, etc. 
 

Abortionists donôt give patients this information. If 
they did, most women would not have an abortion. In 
gross violation of basic womenôs rights, abortionists 
are not sharing information which may help some to 
realize there is an alternative to terminating the life of 
the child they are carrying; furthermore, they may later 
suffer from the psychological condition known now as 
ñpost-abortion traumaò.They may also come away with 
a perforated uterus, infection, torn cervix, blood clots, 

hemorrhaging, infertility, and even death. 
 

If you ever need help, take advantage of these ser-
vices, many of which offer free counseling, pregnancy 

tests, financial aid, baby clothing, and more. 

The following are called The Life Center and are in 

these locations: 

1. Deer Park  631-243-2373        2.  Riverhead   631-591-9017 

3. Hempstead   516-408-6300    4. Massapequa    516-798-9100 

Hotline: 631-243-0066 
 

The following are called Birthright and are located 

here: 

1. Islip   631-277-3888  2. Rocky Point   631-821-9727 

3. Hampton Bays  631-728-8900    

4.Southhold  631-876-5138       Hotline: 800-550-4900 
 

 Post-abortion counseling for women and/or men-call 

the Project Rachel Hotline at 888-456-HOPE 
 

Rememberðó Each of Us is a Masterpiece of Godôs 
Creationô - That is the title of the winning entry in last 

yearôs Diocesan Respect Life contest. 

Next week you will be able to read the entire poem 
here in this space written by a (then) 8th grade student 

at St. Josephôs.(She won first prize!) 
 

Adapted from flyer composed by Defenders of Women 

and Life News 



 




