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Mass Intentions for the Week 
 

Sunday, Dec. 3 (First Sunday of Advent) 

7:00  Cornelius J. Dunleavy (Loving Wife Anne) 

9:00  Joseph J. Onufrak (Loving Mother), Vincent Gessner 

  (Loving Wife), Bill & Rita Hubbard (Janine & Richard 

  Hubbard), Lorraine Fling (Arlene & Mike Roch), 

  Arthur Keller (Loving Family, For the People of the Parish  

10:30     Marilyn Hillery (Love) 

12:00  Marlon Coastin (Catherine & Jim Gallagher 

5:00  Godofredo Alcantara (Loving Wife, Son & Grandson) 

6:30  Spanish Mass 

Monday, Dec. 4 

  7:00       Joseph Scala (Josephine) 

  9:00    Felix Llanes (Loving Family), Frederick Drew  

    (Mary Ann Drew) 

Tuesday, Dec. 5 

  7:00    Sharon Hamilton (Bob Gauthier) 

  8:45    Maria R. Lopez (Joan Duarte & Family) 

 Wednesday, Dec. 6 

 7:00       For the People of the Parish 

 9:00   El Dorino Scala (Josephine) 

Thursday, Dec. 7 

7:00   Carolina Cavaliere (Loving Granddaughter) 

9:00   Genevieve Donohue (Loving Family) 

Friday, Dec. 8 (Immaculate Conception) 

7:00  For the People of the Parish 

9:00  For the People of the Parish 

12:10  Millie D’Agostino (St. Joseph EM’S) 

 7:30  For the People of the Parish 

Saturday, Dec. 9 

8:00       Dr. Jeff J. Coletti (Loving Wife) 

5:00  John H. Burnett (Loving Family), Elizabeth McDermott 

  (Joan Scardino) 

Sunday,  Dec. 10 (Second Sunday of Advent) 

7:00  For the People of the Parish 

9:00  Michelina Carlisle, Robert Duerr & Antoinetta Partenope 

  (Loving Family) 

10:30  Joseph & Helen Onufrak (Loving Family), Catherine 

  Keller (Loving Family), Robert Filce (Roseann Allen), 

  Rosario Lopez (Mr. & Mrs. Antoni Pedra), Joseph  

  Patrick Leader Sr. (Alfredo & Maria Viola), Michael 

  Staufenberg (Patricia & Les Wagner) 

12:00  For the People of the Parish 

5:00  Theresa Prevete (Mr. & Mrs. Ciserano) 

6:30  Spanish Mass   

—REMEMBER THOSE WHO HAVE DIED— 
our deceased soldiers and all of our  

deceased relatives and friends. 
 

Gloria Perrone, LCPR Jacob Lamm, Celeste Marlow 
John Paterno 

 

Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord and let perpetual light 
shine upon them. May they rest in peace.. May their souls 
and all the souls of the faithful departed rest in peace. Amen 

Altar Bread & Wine 

 

 

In Memory of 

Johanna, Joseph & Josephine 
Soldner 

Requested by 

Ann Festa 

 

Serving Your Sacramental Needs 

 
The Sacrament of Baptism 

The Sacrament is celebrated on Sundays at 1:30 PM and on 
the first Saturday of each month.  Parents, please call the 
parish office to arrange a meeting with a priest.   

The Sacrament of Eucharist 

See front cover for mass times.  If you are sick for an 
extended period of time or are homebound, contact the 
parish office to have someone bring Communion to you. 

The Sacrament of Confirmation 

School aged children can prepare for this Sacrament by 
contacting our Faith Formation Office.  Adults who have 
yet to be Confirmed should contact the Parish Office 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation 

As listed on front cover or call the office to see a priest. 

The Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick 

This Sacrament is for the living.  We celebrate this 
Sacrament each Spring and Fall for those who are 
chronically ill, advanced in age, or who are about to 
undergo surgery or hospitalization.  We can arrange the 
Sacrament at other times by calling the Parish Office. 

Emergencies: Call the office to speak to a priest. 

Nighttime emergencies             (631) 538-7219 

The Sacrament of Matrimony 

Bride or Groom please call the office at least six months 
before your desired wedding date to begin preparations for 
marriage.  Please make contact with the parish before 
making other wedding day plans! 

The Sacrament of Holy Orders 

If you feel called to serve in the church as a priest deacon 
or in consecrated religious life, call the office to speak to 
one of the priests or deacons for guidance. 

Interested in possibly becoming Catholic? 

Contact the rectory to arrange a meeting to discuss your 
questions.  We have classes to help people learn about our 
faith and decide if becoming Catholic is best for you.  This 
whole process of inquiry and potential conversion is called 
RCIA—The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults. 

We will respect your personal journey with God! 



OUR LITURGY 
 

The first reading is Isaiah’s poetic plea to God to 
remain with his people and continue to bless them 
despite their worldliness and their propensity toward 
sin. In the second reading, Saint Paul reminds the 
Corinthians that God is faithful, and will continue to 
sustain them until the day of salvation. The Gospel 
rouses us from worldly sleep with the exhortation to 
Watch, for we do not know the day or the hour when 
the Lord will call upon us. 
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Weekly Offering 
 
 
 
 
 

    
 
 
 
 
Nov. 26,  2017 Offering                      $17,824 
(Includes Electronic Giving of ($2,705)               
                            
 
 

Last Year  Offering                             $18,659             
  
 
Poor Box                                                  $232 
 
                                                 
 

 
We are actively working with the Diocese on plans for balancing 
our budget and addressing our other accumulated debt to the 
Diocese. If you have questions on this or other financial matters, 
please feel free to call our business manager, Ed Grieb. 
 
 

 Our Mission Assistance debt note was repaid by the 
maturity date of June 30!  We have changed our monthly 
special collection from "Debt Repayment" to a "Repair & 
Renovations" collection so we can make some needed 
improvements to our buildings and grounds. Thank you for 
your generous support. 

Thank you and God Bless You Always,  
Fr. Mike 

 

IF YOU MISSED LAST WEEK, PLEASE TRY TO MAKE IT UP 
THIS WEEK. THANK YOU. 

  FACTS ABOUT ABORTION : 

In  our country, the United States, it is legal to abort a 
baby up until the day of birth. 

Partial Birth abortion (dilation and extraction) procedure 

was used in the United States until 2007. In this procedure, 

babies were ‘partially aborted’. Meaning, that their little 

bodies were born, but not their heads; at which time, the at-

tending doctor did the rest, which is too painful to detail; so 

use your imagination. 

Every day in America over 3000 die painful deaths by suction 

abortion and other unbelievable methods used to kill them. 

Abortion has two victims- the baby and the mother. 

.sometimes the father and other family members. Some suffer 

not only physically, but also mentally. And many suffer from 

depression, guilt, anxiety, infection, sterility, and even death. 

Nearly all abortions are done for reasons of convenience, not 

for any medical or physical reason. 

www.guttmacher.org  

SO WHAT CAN YOU DO ABOUT IT ? 

Pray. Pray for our country. Pray for our leaders. Pray for the 

people on the front     lines in this battle -  the counselors at 

Pregnancy Care Centers, the  sidewalk counselors who take 

the truth to the abortion clinic doors, and the post abortion 

ministries that help women who have had abortions find 

Christ’s love and forgiveness.  

Educate yourself and those around you. Find out about abor-

tion and share what you find  with your family and friends. 

If you belong to a church or group of friends from church, 

perhaps adopt a Pregnancy Care Center such as the Life 

Center or Birthright, and have a baby shower. Maybe volun-

teer your time at a maternity home, pregnancy center or oth-

er pro-life organization. Read literature from those, and keep 

informed. 

We as God-fearing, God-loving persons must do all we can to 

speak out against the shedding of innocent blood. 

www.hh76.com  

FYI 
On Friday December 8, there will be a Holy Hour for 
LIFE following the 7:30pm Mass for the Feast of the 

Immaculate Conception. All are invited to attend. What a 
wonderful way to start Advent and celebrate LIFE 
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Audacious Prayer and Action for Dramatic Missionary Growth in Our Jubilee Year! 
Last weekend I spoke at all the masses about the coming of the 50th anniversary of the building of our church and about 
our call to Audacious Prayer and Action for the sake of building the City of God.  I am giving a recap of my prayers this 
week because if we are going to grow as a community, we need to pray together for this growth.  So please hold onto this 
page and make these prayers (or some version of them) your own: 

Prayer for effective evangelization efforts by our community 

Lord, there are a lot of people in our community who need your sacramental love and we need to reach out to them.  Help 
us to bring at least 500 more people to come to celebrate with us every Sunday because they need to hear the good news 
and celebrate your sacramental embrace in our community.  They may not be disciples when they arrive, but we will 
welcome and embrace them and accompany them on this journey of encountering Jesus, following him, and then sharing 
him as missionary disciples.  Lord, we ask your guidance and assistance in this task of spreading the Good News. 

Prayer for growth in Catholic Education through St Joseph School 

Lord, we have an amazing Catholic School.  I am sure there are at least 50 more students in our community who would 
benefit tremendously from St Joseph School.  Help us to reach out to them and invite them into this Catholic educational 
community.  The presence of these new students will benefit our school in so many ways because each one will bring his or 
her unique gifts to our community so please Lord, help us to grow in this area of ministry for the sake of our community. 

Prayer for Vocations to service in our church coming from our parish 

Lord, you say that the harvest is plenty, and laborers are few.  Help us to be a community that invites young people to think 
and pray about a life of service to your church and help us to nurture potential church vocations in at least 5 young people 
in our community. 

Prayer for the financial well being of our parish 

Lord, in order to do the things we are called to in this community, we need at least $5,000 more in our Sunday offering on 
a weekly basis so that we can afford to grow in our ability to serve all the people in our community in the best way we can.  
Please Lord, help us to get what we need financially so that we can work more effectively at spreading the Good News. 

Prayer for measurable growth in a timely manner 

Lord, On Memorial Day Weekend of 2019, right about when we celebrate the 50th anniversary of the consecration of this 
building, I will be a priest for 25 years.  With your help and blessing, we want to be very well on the way to these goals by 
that day in 1½ years. 

Audacious Prayer requires Audacious Action 

When we pray this way, we recall that we have to work too because God doesn’t just do it all for us – He does it with us.  
We have done a lot of work in the past year in terms of evangelization - not only with Facebook, Instagram and now 
twitter.  We have also offered some great adult formation programs and they have been received very well. 

We are all called to action for the sake of our parish growth 

The last time I spoke about parish finances was in March 2016 and at that time I said, I am not going to ask you to increase 
your offering this time.  Now I am asking.  I don’t expect that $5,000 a week to come just from your pockets, remember we 
need 500 more people here on Sunday – an average of about 85 per mass.  Their offerings will help too.  For now, I need to 
start with those who are here.  Can you please think and pray about the possibility of increasing your weekly offering so 
that we can grow in the amazing work we are already doing?  A month ago, I made a commitment to increase my offering 
by $5 each week.  Last week I realized that wasn’t audacious enough so I increased it by $5 more a week.  I have taken a 
step in how I can grow in my support of the works of our parish.  I am asking you to pray about what step you can take.  
Together we can do some beautiful things for God. 

My prayer behind these audacious prayers is that we all grow in our ability to see Jesus present in our loving service and 
works of mercy; that we will effectively invite more people into this work that is our Christian journey and that we will all 
grow in our spirit of thanksgiving for God’s presence in our daily lives.  My prayer is that we all grow as the Body of 
Christ by serving the Body of Christ. 

St Joseph, to whom God spoke in dreams, Pray for us. 

Loving God, we trust in your power and goodness.  We promise to do the legwork necessary to make this happen, but we 
need your Spirit to Guide us in this work of evangelization.  So, we make our prayer in the name of your Son Jesus Christ 
who is Lord forever and ever.  Amen 

-Fr. Mike 
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FYI 

The Rectory will be closed  

Tuesday, December 26, 2017 & will reopen on Wednesday, 

December 27, 2017 at 9am. 
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Planning Ahead 
 

We’re not sure if you have noticed yet, but Christmas Eve is on 
Sunday this year.  The fourth week of Advent is less than 24 
hours long.  You may want to make note of our schedule for that 
weekend: 

Masses for the 4th Sunday of Advent are: 

Saturday 5:00 PM 

Saturday 6:30 PM (Spanish) 

Sunday: 7:00 AM, 9:00 AM, 10:30 AM & Noon 

Please note: none of these masses is a Christmas Mass.  
Christmas masses are as follows: 

Sunday Christmas Eve 4:00 in Church 

Sunday Christmas Eve 4:00 in Carew Hall 

Sunday Christmas Eve 6:30 in Church 

Sunday Christmas Eve 10:30 in Church (this is the Midnight 
Mass) 

Christmas Day masses are as follows (all in church): 

7:00 AM, 9:00 AM. 10:30 AM, Noon, 1:30 Spanish 

There is no 5:00 evening mass on Christmas Day. 

 

Busy Schedule huh?  We hope you can fit in caroling outside the 
front doors of church 1/2 hour before all of the masses.  All are 
Welcome to join in his work of joyfully welcoming the Christ 
Child and those who come to pray with us! 

LECTORS WANTED! 
 

To parishioners of Confirmation age or older: 
 

Are you reasonably comfortable addressing large 
groups? 

Do you speak and read clearly – with confidence, 
strength, passion, and certain knowledge of what 
you speak or say? 

Do you feel a calling – yes, a vocation – to become 
God's instrument to proclaim His Word to His 
people? 

Do you believe you can truly bring Scripture alive to the 
listener; and are you willing to spend a half-hour or 
more of practice (before each assignment) to assure a 
smooth, effective, and vibrant proclamation? 
If your answer to all of the above is "Yes," then your 
parish needs you! 
On an evening in mid-December, a two-hour Lector 
Training session will be held in the rectory. Interested?  
Call Greg Walsh at 585-4524. 

Christmas  

Festival 
 

December 7, 2017 
 

Beginning with Mass at 6pm followed by Tree Lighting 

Christmas Village opens at 7pm in gym. 

St. Joseph 8th grade presents a Christmas Light Spectacular at 8pm. 
 

This year  St. Joseph Parish and School will present a Christmas Festival 
 

A special mass begins at 6pm, to be followed by Tree Lighting ceremony in front  of church. 

Join our candlelight procession ending in our Christmas Village. 

Activities include crafts, story telling, hot chocolate and marshmallows, candy cane scavenger hunt, musical 

Performances and more! 

Festivities conclude outside with a dazzling light show, designed and hosted by our 8th grade graduating 

class. 
 

Suggested donations $5 per family. 

 

A wedding band was found 

in the church on November 

19th and is in the rectory 

waiting for its owner. 
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Saturday, December 9, 2017 from 9 am to 12 noon in Carew Hall 

Limited Seating Available 

(Breakfast Served from 9 to 11:00 am) 

Adults and Children: $ 5.00 

Seniors and children under 3 yrs.: Free 

Children’s Crafts - Coloring - Cupcake Decorating                  

             Breakfast with Saint Nicholas 

 Breakfast with St. Nicholas  

 

Number of adults $5x_______ # of children $5x________  # of free seniors _______    # of free children under 3 ______ 
 

Thank you for your support.   Please make checks payable to: St Joseph RC Church 
 

              Name: _________________________________________________________________  

              Address: ________________________________________________________________  

              City ________________________________  State _______  Zip ______________  

             Telephone or Cell Number ___________________________________ 

Please return with payment to the Rectory or put in the collection basket by November 29th.  

If you prefer, you may reply by e-mail to StNick@stjoronk.org 

If responding by e-mail please bring payment on the morning of Breakfast with St. Nicholas. Thank you.  

 

45 Church St,   Ronkonkoma, NY 11779 

(631)588-8456 

 

Amount Enclosed 

 

Celebrate a Journey from Bethlehem to Ronkonkoma to Bethlehem. 

Light and Song Service - December 10 at 3:00 pm in the Church 
 

Reception of the Bethlehem International Peace Light 

Lessons and Carols—Scripture Readings and Songs 

 

An afternoon of Prayer with St. Joseph School Choir, St. Joseph Parish Choirs, 

our Boy Scout Troop, Cub Scout Pack, and Venturing Crew 



 

 

Venturing Events 
In Carew Hall after 5:00 PM Mass 

Venturing is open to men and women age 14 
through 20 who have graduated from 8th 
Grade.  This year's crew plan is jam packed 
with interesting and fun activities here at St. 

Joseph's and "off-campus" as well. 
 

Come to our meeting and check it out. 
 

    Visit our next meeting: 
  

             Dec. 10th      

                                                 

    e-mail: Crew272@StJoRonk.org 

  phone: Advisor Mike Keller (631) 872-7675 

What did you do this weekend? 

Cub Scout Pack 272 

Boy Scout Troop 272 

 

St. Joseph’s Cub Scout Pack 272 and Boy Scout Troop 272  
have fun, exciting, educational, character building pro-
grams for boys, age 7 through 17 (first Grade and up).  

 For more information or to enroll your child, 
 contact Dr. Louis Scotti at 656-8428 

or e-mail JoinScouting@StJoRonk.org. 
 

Pack, Troop, and Crew 272 have 

a YEAR-ROUND scouting program. 
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CYO Sport Programs 

http://stjoecyosports.com 

Baseball:    

Intramural (Coed, ages 4-16):      Gene    588-1879 

Travel *  (Boys)         Vinny   543-4100       

Basketball:  

Girls (koolmom4d@msn.com)     Debbie  467-6174 

Clinic Division (Coed Grades K-2)   Nick     585-7723    

Boys Grades 3-12)                 Vinny   543-4100 

Travel*                                       Vinny   543-4100 

Track:     

Boys & Girls, Grades K-8        Jerry    585-4048 

 Soccer : 

Intramural Boys & Girls(ages 3-13)    Joe 585-0748 

                                                              jcaiola@fast.net 

Travel (LIJSL):                                    Rob  721-8831 

Softball:                                              Dennis 467-6174 

¡Invitamos a toda la communidad!! 

 
Celebración por el Dia de la Virgen de 

Guadalupe 

Santa Misa 

Diciembre 10 6:30 PM 

Acompañado con el grupo de Danzas 
típicas de México 

 

**Bilingual Mass** 

 

We Invite the whole Community!! 

Celebration of the Day of the 

Virgen of Guadalupe 

Holy Mass 

December 10 6:30 PM 

 

Accompanied by a group of typical dances of Mexico 






