December 10, 2017 — Second Sunday of Advent

December 10, 2017
Serving Your Sacramental Needs
The Sacrament of Baptism
The Sacrament is celebrated on Sundays at 1:30 PM and on
the first Saturday of each month. Parents, please call the
parish office to arrange a meeting with a priest.
The Sacrament of Eucharist
See front cover for mass times. If you are sick for an
extended period of time or are homebound, contact the
parish office to have someone bring Communion to you.
The Sacrament of Confirmation
School aged children can prepare for this Sacrament by
contacting our Faith Formation Office. Adults who have
yet to be Confirmed should contact the Parish Office
The Sacrament of Reconciliation
As listed on front cover or call the office to see a priest.
The Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick
This Sacrament is for the living. We celebrate this
Sacrament each Spring and Fall for those who are
chronically ill, advanced in age, or who are about to
undergo surgery or hospitalization. We can arrange the
Sacrament at other times by calling the Parish Office.
Emergencies: Call the office to speak to a priest.
Nighttime emergencies
(631) 538-7219
The Sacrament of Matrimony
Bride or Groom please call the office at least six months
before your desired wedding date to begin preparations for
marriage. Please make contact with the parish before
making other wedding day plans!
The Sacrament of Holy Orders
If you feel called to serve in the church as a priest deacon
or in consecrated religious life, call the office to speak to
one of the priests or deacons for guidance.
Interested in possibly becoming Catholic?
Contact the rectory to arrange a meeting to discuss your
questions. We have classes to help people learn about our
faith and decide if becoming Catholic is best for you. This
whole process of inquiry and potential conversion is called
RCIA—The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults.
We will respect your personal journey with God!
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Mass Intentions for the Week
Sunday, Dec. 10 (Second Sunday of Advent)
7:00
For the People of the Paish
9:00
Michelina Carlisle, Robert Duerr & Antonietta
Partenope (Loving Family)
10:30 Joseph & Helen Onufrak (Loving Family), Catherine
Kelleher (Loving Family), Robert Filce (Roseann Allen),
Rosario Lopez (Mr. & Mrs. Antonio Pedra), Joseph
Patrick Leader Sr. (Alfredo & Maria Viola), Michael
Staufenberg (Patricia & Les Wagner)
12:00 For the People of the Parish
5:00
Theresa Prevete (Mr. & Mrs. Ciserano)
6:30
Spanish Mass
Monday, Dec. 11
7:00
Jacob Lamm (Judy & Martha)
9:00
Philip Lombardi (Loving Daughter)
Tuesday, Dec. 12
7:00
Nirka Vasile (Lorraine Sheil)
8:45
George J. Raab Jr. (Loving Family)
Wednesday, Dec. 13
7:00
For the People of the Parish
9:00
Betty Sanchez (Lorraine & Linda)
Thursday, Dec. 14
7:00
For the People of the Parish
9:00
James Gill (Loving Sister & Family)
Friday, Dec. 15
7:00
For the People of the Parish
9:00
Otto Sabatino (Loving Wife Rose)
Saturday, Dec. 16
8:00
For the People of the Parish
5:00
Katherine Merkle ((Tony & Cindy Prisco), Francis &
Ann Bosack (Jane & Jim), Chris Vinci (The Hood Family),
Sunday, Dec. 17 (Third Sunday of Advent)
7:00
For the People of the Parish
9:00
Dec’d. Mbrs. of St. Regis K of C & Columbiettes
10:30 Seamus Carey (Eileen Miranda)
12:00 James J. Heiman (Loving Sister Helen), Ralph Rizzo
(Ann Rizzo), Dennis Angevine (Kristina, Chris & Haylie)
Samuel Robinson III (The Gil Family), Ted Gliwa ((Mary
& Vinnie Morino), Robert John Spence (Faith Formation)
5:00
Ava Cervini (Grandpa & Grandma Buccellato)
6:30
Spanish Mass

Altar Bread & Wine

—REMEMBER THOSE WHO HAVE DIED—

In Memory of
Michelina, Robert & Antonietta
Requested by
Loving Family

Bryan Amrhein, Eileen Donlon

our deceased soldiers and all of our
deceased relatives and friends.

Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord and let perpetual light
shine upon them. May they rest in peace.. May their souls
and all the souls of the faithful departed rest in peace. Amen
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December 10, 2017

Weekly Offering

Respect Life
Some Q and A
Is the unborn baby a human being?
The life of a baby begins long before birth. A new individual human being begins growing in the mother’s uterus shortly after fertilization, and if that baby’s life in the uterus is not interrupted, he or
she will live to become a walking, talking, human person.
What happens at fertilization?
At fertilization, when the sperm and the ovum meet to form a
single cell, a new human life is created. All characteristics of each
person – sex- is it male or female?, eye color, shoe size, intelligence,
etc. – are then determined. That single new cell needs nothing but
nutrition and oxygen, and of course, shelter. Within one week of
fertilization, a new human being implants in the mother’s uterus
and is nourished there.
What happens at 6 weeks?

At 7?

The baby’s heart has already begun to beat and pump blood
(blood type often different from the mother’s), brain waves that can
be measured with an electroencephalogram. A 7 week old unborn
baby swims freely in the amniotic fluid sac; the mother, however,
does not feel those movements until about 4 1/2 months into her
pregnancy.
How active is the baby at 9 or so weeks?

Dec. 3, 2017 Offering

$18,996

Last Year Offering

$18,177

(Includes Electronic Giving of ($3,058)

Poor Box

$463

We are actively working with the Diocese on plans for balancing
our budget and addressing our other accumulated debt to the
Diocese. If you have questions on this or other financial matters,
please feel free to call our business manager, Ed Grieb.
We have changed our monthly special collection from "Debt
Repayment" to a "Repair & Renovations" collection so we
can make some needed improvements to our buildings and
grounds. Thank you for your generous support.
Thank you and God Bless You Always,
Fr. Mike
IF YOU MISSED LAST WEEK, PLEASE TRY TO MAKE IT UP
THIS WEEK. THANK YOU.

The answer is VERY; at 10-11 weeks the baby can ‘breathe’ amniotic fluid and urinate; all organ systems are functioning – the little
feet are perfectly shaped. (You may be familiar with the “little feet”
pin worn by many); the eyelids, nails and fingerprints are present.
From this age on, there is only growth in size and maturation of the
organs already present. The baby has a skeletal structure, nerves,
and circulation.
Why is 14 weeks important?
At this age, the heart pumps several quarts of blood through the
body every day. A 12 week old unborn baby has developed the body
parts required to experience pain, including all of the nerves, spinal
cord and thalamus. At 18 weeks the unborn baby is perfectly
formed. Inside the mother, this baby could have been legally killed.
However, outside of the mother the baby would be fully protected by
law.
What is viability?
Viability is the time when the baby is able to survive outside the
mother. Not long ago, viability was 30 weeks; then it was 25 weeks.
Now viability is even earlier. What will it be tomorrow? Science is
constantly making progress in this area.
Adapted from When Does Life Begin? Abortion and Human Rights,
NRL Trust Fund

OUR LITURGY
In the first reading from Isaiah. We hear a voice that
cries out: In the desert prepare the way of the Lord . In
the second reading, we are reminded that we will not
know the day or the hour of Jesus’ return, so we must
be ready. Today’s Gospel talks of John the Baptist
proclaiming a baptism of repentance.
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THE MESSIAH IS AMONGST YOU
A monastery had fallen on hard times. It was once part of a great order which, as a result of religious persecution lost all its branches.
It was decimated to the extent that there were only five monks left in the mother house: The Abbot and four others, all of whom were
over seventy. Clearly it was a dying order.
Deep in the woods surrounding the monastery was a little hut that the Rabbi from a nearby town occasionally used for a hermitage.
One day, it occurred to the Abbot to visit the hermitage to see if the Rabbi could offer any advice that might save the monastery. The
Rabbi welcomed the Abbot and commiserated. “I know how it is” he said, “the spirit has gone out of people. Almost no one comes to
the synagogue anymore.” So, the old Rabbi and the old Abbot wept together, and spoke quietly of deep things.
The time came when the Abbot had to leave. They embraced. “It has been wonderful being with you,” said the Abbot, “but I have
failed in my purpose for coming. Have you no piece of advice that might save the monastery?” “No, I am sorry,“ the Rabbi
responded, “I have no advice to give. The only thing I can tell you is that the Messiah is one of you.”
When the other monks heard the Rabbi’s words, they wondered what possible significance they might have. “The Messiah is one of
us? One of us, here, at the monastery? Do you suppose he meant the Abbot? Of course – it must be the Abbot, who has been our
leader for so long. On the other hand, he might have meant Brother Thomas, who is undoubtedly a holy man. Certainly, he couldn’t
have meant Brother Elrod – he’s so crotchety. But then Elrod is very wise. Surely, he could not have meant Brother Phillip – he’s too
passive. But then, magically, he’s always there when you need him. Of course, he didn’t mean me – yet supposing he did? Oh Lord,
not me! I couldn’t mean that much to you, could I?”
As they contemplated in this manner, the old monks began to treat each other with extraordinary respect, on the off chance that one
of them might be the Messiah. And on the off, off chance that each monk himself might be the Messiah, they began to treat
themselves with extraordinary respect.
Because the forest in which the monastery was situated was beautiful, people occasionally came to visit the monastery, to picnic or to
wander along the old paths, most of which led to the dilapidated chapel. They sensed the aura of extraordinary respect that
surrounded the five old monks, permeating the atmosphere. They began to come more frequently, bringing their friends, and their
friends brought friends. Some of the younger men who came to visit began to engage in conversation with the monks. After a while,
one asked if he might join. Then another, and another. Within a few years, the monastery became once again a thriving order, and –
thanks to the Rabbi’s gift – a vibrant community of light and love.

Thank You!
Last Sunday was Share Mercy Sunday. Two works of mercy
were done. People brought in gift cards to McDonald’s and
Dunkin’ Donuts so our guests at the Shepherd’s Table Soup
Kitchen could go out for a cup of coffee. We received over 70
gift cards! We also asked for warm socks and we got a whole
lot of them - Thank you all!
We also invited people to be part of an Advent work of mercy
- Advent Calendars invited us to collect things to replenish our
Outreach after the holidays. Thank you to all who are
participating in this.
I look at the works of mercy happening in our parish and I see
a vibrant community of light and love. It seems that we all
have heard the message from the story above - the Messiah is
amongst you! We are serving Him in so many ways:
We have had three special collections for those in need since
September, Our Middle School Students are supporting Alex’s
Lemonade Stand, Island Harvest, Ongoing Hurricane Relief,
and Sudden Unexplained Death in Childhood Foundation.
Our Elementary Students and Faith Formation Students are
leading us in sponsoring a Guide Dog.
Your loving service and works of mercy are inviting me to
know his presence more clearly! -Fr Mike

Doing Works of Mercy With Limitations
At Kmart the other day the cashier asked, “Would you like to
donate to St Jude’s Children’s Hospital?” “Not today, thank
you,” I responded.
St Jude’s is a very good charity. They do great work and save
a lot of lives. But I know my limits. I support my parish,
sponsor 4 children and support a couple of other charities.
I can’t do it all. No one can. The requests will keep coming
from your parish and from many charities. We are called to be
people of mercy - recognizing the presence of Jesus in those in
need and responding in love. But we all have limitations: bills
to pay, families to support - responsibilities.
Our Parish has begun growing in different ways - inviting
parishioners to join in works of mercy. We know that
whatever we do for the least of His brothers and sisters we do
for Him (Mt 25:40). So we are trying to expose people
(especially our young) to different ways of doing mercy so
you can find your favorites and commit to them.
There comes a time to say, “No thank you,” without guilt. If
you are committed to one or two charities and the work of
your parish, then you can say, “No thank you” to the rest if
you so choose.
Mature Christians choose - guilt free! -Fr Mike
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January 7th Share Mercy Sunday
We recall the Magi bringing gifts to Jesus
Celebrate the Feast of the Epiphany- Epiphany, Three Kings' Day, is a Christian feast day that celebrates the revelation of God incarnate as Jesus Christ. In Western Christianity, the feast commemorates principally the visit of the
Magi to the Christ child, and thus Jesus' physical manifestation to the Gentiles.
Some used to call it, “Little Christmas”

Therefore, in addition to bringing in your donations from the Advent Calendar Project
for our Outreach Pantry, we are asking you to bring in any appreciated but unwanted gifts.
That’s Right! We will accept the items and RE-GIFT them! If you received something for the holidays
that isn’t ‘just right’ and you aren’t sure what you will do with, don’t store it in the back of a drawer or on a closet shelf. Bring it in on January 7th & we’ll RE-GIFT it.
All donated items will be used to enhance future events.
We will use them as door prizes or to make up raffle baskets.
So bring any new unwrapped gifts that weren’t “just what I always wanted”
and we’ll make sure that they find a good home!

It’s not my
size

December Share Mercy Sunday
was a huge success!
This wonderful Work of Mercy provided the opportunity for all and we want to thank those who
came by and donated gift cards, socks and colored pictures to be distributed by our volunteers
in the Soup Kitchen when they serve dinner later
this month.
It’s amazing to see the Works of Mercy come
alive and the Joy that is being spread through

Our Loving Service and Works of Mercy.
One parishioner sitting with her family coloring
and enjoying the refreshments commented,

“Thank you for this wonderful breakfast! We
made some new friends and got to see some old
friends. This was wonderful!” They also inquired
about volunteering at the soup kitchen! This
shows how the Spirit is at work helping us to

Build the City of God here at St. Joseph Church.
We hope you will continue to Share Mercy!
Next Month, January 7th, bring your Advent Parish Outreach Donations to restock the Pantry.

I already
have one!

Parish Gift Shoppe
For your convenience the
Parish Gift Shoppe will be
open after all Masses on

Dec. 9/10, 16/17
Stop in and see the
variety of items for all
occasions.
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PRAY FOR THE SICK

___________________________________
Name of person who is ill
_____________________________
_________________________
Person making this request:
Relationship to ill person

A wedding band was found
in the church on November
19th and is in the rectory
waiting for its owner.

(Friends can be placed on the silent prayer list only)

PRAY FOR OUR TROOPS
__________________________________
Name, Rank and Branch of Service
______________________________
____________________
Person making this request
Relationship to Soldier
(Friends can be placed on the silent prayer list only)

Celebrate a Journey from Bethlehem to Ronkonkoma to Bethlehem.
Light and Song Service - Sunday (Today) at 3:00 pm in the Church
Reception of the Bethlehem International Peace Light
Lessons and Carols—Scripture Readings and Songs
An afternoon of Prayer with St. Joseph School Choir, St. Joseph Parish Choirs,
our Boy Scout Troop, Cub Scout Pack, and Venturing Crew
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Cub Scout Pack 272
Boy Scout Troop 272
St. Joseph’s Cub Scout Pack 272 and Boy Scout Troop 272
have fun, exciting, educational, character building programs for boys, age 7 through 17 (first Grade and up).
For more information or to enroll your child,
contact Dr. Louis Scotti at 656-8428
or e-mail JoinScouting@StJoRonk.org.

Pack, Troop, and Crew 272 have
a YEAR-ROUND scouting program.

CYO Sport Programs
http://stjoecyosports.com
Baseball:
Intramural (Coed, ages 4-16):
Gene
588-1879
Travel * (Boys)
Vinny
543-4100
Basketball:
Girls (koolmom4d@msn.com)
Debbie
467-6174
Clinic Division (Coed Grades K-2) Nick
585-7723
Boys Grades 3-12)
Vinny
543-4100
Travel*
Vinny
543-4100
Track:
Boys & Girls, Grades K-8
Jerry 585-4048
Soccer :
Intramural Boys & Girls(ages 3-13) Joe 585-0748
jcaiola@fast.net
Travel (LIJSL):
Rob
721-8831
Softball:
Dennis 467-6174

Venturing Events
In Carew Hall after 5:00 PM Mass
Venturing is open to men and women age 14
through 20 who have graduated from 8th
Grade. This year's crew plan is jam packed
with interesting and fun activities here at St.
Joseph's and "off-campus" as well.
Come to our meeting and check it out.
Visit our next meeting:
Dec. 17th
e-mail: Crew272@StJoRonk.org
phone: Advisor Mike Keller (631) 872-7675

What did you do this weekend?

¡Invitamos a toda la communidad!!
Celebración por el Dia de la Virgen de
Guadalupe
Santa Misa
Diciembre 10 6:30 PM
Acompañado con el grupo de Danzas
típicas de México
**Bilingual Mass**
We Invite the whole Community!!
Celebration of the Day of the
Virgen of Guadalupe
Holy Mass
December 10 6:30 PM
Accompanied by a group of typical dances of Mexico

