Dec. 24, 2017 — 4th Sunday of Advent

Dec. 25, 2017 — Christmas

December 24, 2017
Serving Your Sacramental Needs
The Sacrament of Baptism
The Sacrament is celebrated on Sundays at 1:30 PM and on
the first Saturday of each month. Parents, please call the
parish office to arrange a meeting with a priest.
The Sacrament of Eucharist
See front cover for mass times. If you are sick for an
extended period of time or are homebound, contact the
parish office to have someone bring Communion to you.
The Sacrament of Confirmation
School aged children can prepare for this Sacrament by
contacting our Faith Formation Office. Adults who have
yet to be Confirmed should contact the Parish Office
The Sacrament of Reconciliation
As listed on front cover or call the office to see a priest.
The Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick
This Sacrament is for the living. We celebrate this
Sacrament each Spring and Fall for those who are
chronically ill, advanced in age, or who are about to
undergo surgery or hospitalization. We can arrange the
Sacrament at other times by calling the Parish Office.
Emergencies: Call the office to speak to a priest.
Nighttime emergencies
(631) 538-7219
The Sacrament of Matrimony
Bride or Groom please call the office at least six months
before your desired wedding date to begin preparations for
marriage. Please make contact with the parish before
making other wedding day plans!
The Sacrament of Holy Orders
If you feel called to serve in the church as a priest deacon
or in consecrated religious life, call the office to speak to
one of the priests or deacons for guidance.
Interested in possibly becoming Catholic?
Contact the rectory to arrange a meeting to discuss your
questions. We have classes to help people learn about our
faith and decide if becoming Catholic is best for you. This
whole process of inquiry and potential conversion is called
RCIA—The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults.
We will respect your personal journey with God!
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Mass Intentions for the Week
Sunday, Dec. 24 (Fourth Sunday of Advent)
7:00
Elias & Lucille Brown (The Marchany Family)
9:00
Johanna & Thomas McCoy (The Marchany Family)
10:30 Joseph Caiola (The Grieb Family)
12:00 Thomas R. O’Brien (Irene & Marty Leonard)
4:00
Upper
4:00
Lower
Christmas
6:30
Mass
10:30
Intentions
Monday, Dec. 25
(Christmas)
7:00
9:00
Christmas
10:30
Mass
12:00
Intentions
1:30 Spanish
Mass
Tuesday, Dec. 26
7:00
MaryJane Fitzgerald (Kathleen Sweeney)
9:00
Matthew James Gay (Loving Family)
Wednesday, Dec. 27
7:00
Mary Conzo (Phyllis & Anthony Moschella)
9:00
Mary T. Miller (Mary & Lou Scotti)
Thursday, Dec. 28
7:00
Thomas King (The O’Flaherty Family)
9:00
Joan DeFontes (Loving Family)
Friday, Dec. 29
7:00
Helen M. Christopher (Frank P. Christopher)
9:00
Rose Baiera (The Fennessy Family)
Saturday, Dec. 30
8:00
For the People of the Parish
5:00
Frances Nancy Billings (The Smith Family), Anthony M.
Gallo (Josephine & Jack McGarry), Mary Jane Fitzgerald
(The Concannon Family), Louis Fava Sr. (Loving Daughter)
Sunday, Dec. 31 (The Holy Family)
7:00
For the People of the Parish
9:00
Celine McCrossan (Nancy & Joertte Stursberg)
10:30 Nina Santopadre (Marie DeFilippo)
12:00 For the People of the Parish
5:00
Pat Joe Donnellan (Frankie Murphy & Family)
6:30
Spanish Mass

Altar Bread & Wine

—REMEMBER THOSE WHO HAVE DIED—

In Memory of
The Mickelson & Williams Families
Requested by
Barbara Mickelson

Gertrude “Trudy” Gruber

our deceased soldiers and all of our
deceased relatives and friends.
Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord and let perpetual light
shine upon them. May they rest in peace.. May their souls
and all the souls of the faithful departed rest in peace. Amen
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December 24, 2017

Weekly Offering

Respect Life
Legislative Corner

As we celebrate the birth of our Lord, Jesus Christ, it is difficult,
and unpleasant to remember that the abomination of abortion is
alive and well in our country, and our fight to restore the respect
for life that was once taken for granted must continue, with hope
and faith in eventual victory. But, until that victory is attained,
we must never forget all of the people in our country that this
terrible sin effects. Living here on Long Island puts us at America’s abortion epicenter. According to the Center for Disease
Control, who released the 2014 statistics the day after Thanksgiving, there were a total of 652,639 abortions performed; keep in
mind that this does not include abortions performed in California,
Maryland, and New Hampshire, as these states refuse to participate in the count. Happily this figure is down 2% from 2013. In
contrast, there was a 1% increase in births from 2013, with
3,988,076 babies being born. This means that on average 14% of
all pregnancies ended in abortion in 2014
Now compare this with New York City. NYC, known for its
progressive, enlightened thinking, and the city with the highest
population rate, has the highest abortion rate in the country. Almost 37% of all NYC pregnancies end in abortion, or more than
two and a half times the national average. There were 67,620
abortions performed in NYC in 2014, compared with approximately 117,600 births. From a different perspective, NYC accounts for approximately 2.4% of the country’s population, but
10.4% of the abortions performed in 2014. No other geographic
area came close to these numbers, with Florida being the next
highest, having 24.6% of its pregnancies ending in abortion.
This situation is allowed to exist because of the approval that it
has had from the country’s legislative branch over the last 45
years. For example, according to National Right to Life’s (NRL)
legislative scorecard, there were six prolife pieces of legislation
voted on in the House of Representatives in 2017. The New
York Caucus is comprised of 27 representatives. On those six
pieces of legislation one party voted with the NRL’s position
over 90% of the time, while the other party voted with the NRL’s
position exactly 0 times. The same is true of our Senators, who
voted exactly zero times with the NRL’s position (you can review the scorecard at the web-site listed below).
Please take a moment to be aware of candidate’s positions on
Right to Life issues, especially abortion and euthanasia, and
please pray for the victims, both living and deceased.
The Respect Life Committee wishes everyone a joyous
Christmas!

Dec. 17, 2017 Offering

$18,878

Last Year Offering

$17,437

(Includes Electronic Giving of ($3,920)

Dec. Repair & Maint.
Poor Box

$3,740
$202

We are actively working with the Diocese on plans for balancing
our budget and addressing our other accumulated debt to the
Diocese. If you have questions on this or other financial matters,
please feel free to call our business manager, Ed Grieb.
We have changed our monthly special collection from "Debt
Repayment" to a "Repair & Renovations" collection so we
can make some needed improvements to our buildings and
grounds. Thank you for your generous support.
Thank you and God Bless You Always,
Fr. Mike
IF YOU MISSED LAST WEEK, PLEASE TRY TO MAKE IT UP
THIS WEEK. THANK YOU.

OUR LITURGY
In today’s first reading, David wants to build a temple for
the Lord, but hears from the Lord that he will build a
family dynasty for him that will last forever. The passage
from the Letter to the Romans is a hymn of praise giving
glory to God. The Gospel tells of the angel Gabriel’s
message to Mary that she would conceive and bear the son
of God, Jesus.
For reference, see http://www.nrlc.org/takeaction/
Our Legislators:
Senator Charles Shumer, 143 Pinelawn Road, #300, Melville, NY
11747 (631)753-0978
Senator Kirsten Gillibrand, 155 Pinelawn Road, Suite 250 North,
Melville, NY 11747 (631) 249-2825
Congressman Pete King, 1003 Park Boulevard, Massapequa Park, NY
11762 (516) 541-6602
Congressman Lee Zeldin, 31 Oak Street, Suite 20, Patchogue NY
11772 (631) 289-1097
“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called the children of
God” Matt 5:9
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An Open Invitation to All
You may not think of yourself as one of the Wise Men who actively followed the star to find the Christ child.
You may be more like the Shepherds, working odd hours and not really able to find time for God or church.
But God is looking for you to share tidings of great joy just like the Angel came to the shepherds!
Now that we have all received this message of great joy,
you are all invited to come and be part of this community of faith!
We struggle too! We’re seeking love too! We fall and fail from time to time too!
Actually, we’re a community of sinners so everyone should feel very comfortable here!
We’re inviting you to take a step on your faith journey. Even if it is just a baby step.
Come to a Share Mercy Sunday event and join us as we try to serve the needs of others in love!
Come to a Family mass and see how we want to engage you and your children in our celebrations!
Come any time of the day to pray! We open at 6:30 AM and are open all day!
At Christmas we sing, “Oh Come Let us Adore Him Christ the Lord.”
Throughout the year we really come because He adores us and wants to lavish our hearts with His love!
No matter where you are coming from, we invite you to come!
Let your heart listen to His Word! Let your body and soul be strengthened by His Body and Blood!
No matter what your status is
With the church With your relationships With your personal history or background
We want to share His love with you!
We are sure it will help you in your life because it has helped each one of us in ours!
We need you to help us to become even more and more the Body of Christ!

How cool is it…
That God, who created the mountains and streams and all the
galaxies that exist, saw you and thought the world needs one
of you too!
I received this message in an email a week or so ago. The
woman who shared it also shared it with her children and when
her son heard it, he jumped around for joy! What a great
response to God’s love! Sometimes we can get buried by all
of the challenges that come our way in life. Maybe we can all
take a moment this Christmas season and rejoice in this very
cool reality that God chose to create each one of us because He
knows that your existence and mine will add to the life of
someone else in our world. In other words
You Matter!
Maybe you want to reflect on this very cool reality a little
more throughout the coming year. As our year unfolds we will
hear the reality of God’s love for you in our Sunday readings.
We will also hear his call to each one of us to share that love
by responding to His call to follow Him more closely and to
serve him by serving one another.
Every time we gather around the altar (the place where heaven
and earth meet) we hear His love for each one of us as he says
Take this and eat. Take this and drink. This is my Body and
my blood, given for you.
I want to invite you to come share God’s amazing love for all
of us who He chose to create because He thought the world
could use each one of us! This is what our celebrations are
about - the wonder of God’s love. We all need to know and
celebrate that love. Come join us in our celebrations of God’s
love for each one of us!
-Fr.

Mike

Let God’s Light Shine (off of your head)!
Sign up now for our
St. Baldrick Head Shaving Event
Sunday March 4 after morning masses
Go to this site to sign up:
www.stbaldricks.org/events/StJosephRCChurch2018
This is just one of the many works of mercy done by our parish
community throughout the year. We have raised over $7,500
for The Life Center in our Baby Bottle Project. Our children
are leading the way in our goal to sponsor the training of a
Guide Dog. We have close to $2,000 toward the goal of
$6,000. Our money and our hands built a home for a family in
El Salvador last summer. We have sent money to St Joseph
Parish and School in Houston to help rebuild after being hit by
a hurricane.
In February, we will have a preacher from the Catholic
sponsorship organization, Unbound inviting more of us into the
work of mercy that is sponsorship of a child, youth or elderly
person. Current sponsors will have an opportunity to write
letters to their sponsored friends that day.
These are just a few examples of the works of mercy we have
done as we live our parish mission:
By our loving service and works of mercy, we invite every
person to know Jesus Christ present in the Word and the
breaking of the bread, so that all may accept his gift of
salvation.
As we celebrate God’s love alive in Jesus, we invite you to
show his love alive by joining in any of our works of mercy
and in our celebrations of the Word and the Breaking of the
Bread.
Let’s get back to St Baldrick. The great thing about shaving
your head is people will ask about it. So you can talk about
this work of mercy and invite them to join this community of
mercy!
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Our students become lifelong learners who contribute to the parish community through
the examples of Jesus Christ.

Our teachers read to our students at
Barnes and Noble.
A visit
from
librarians
was an
exciting
event for
our pre-k
students.

Our early
childhood
program enjoyed their
yearly Pumpkin Picking
trip.

God spoke to
Joseph in dreams.
God has a dream
for each of us. At
St Joseph School
we help our
children live
God’s dreams for
them!

Our new and
innovative
Research
Program has our
students excited
to find new ways
to synergize their
course material.

St. Joseph Cheer Team
brought “Cheer” to our
Christmas Festival,
performing and helping
the younger children
with their Christmas
crafts.

Students
participated
in an Hour of
Code, and
programmed
their own
games.
As part of a global
initiative for
International Peace
Day, we traded
Peace Cranes with
classrooms around
the world. Ours
went to Vietnam!
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St Joseph School
We want to share the Good News of Catholic Education—see and hear how our Nursery through 8th grade
students and teachers are bringing our motto “Living God’s Dreams” to life every day.

This year our Christmas Festival combined our Parish and School members for a wonderful combined
celebration. Our Rectory tree lighting was followed by a candlelight procession to the Christmas Village in
our school gym. Our festival concluded with a spectacular light show programmed by the 8th grade.

St. Joseph School made Newsday last year for our conversation with the International Space Station.
Students spoke live to astronaut Jack Fischer as he passed overhead and answered questions submitted by
our school community on science, arts, and faith.

Each month,
our students
participate in
school-wide
religious
project that
results in
exciting
presentation
assemblies.

St. Joseph
Students
honored St.
Francis of Assisi
in their classes
with craft
projects and by
blessing their
pets.
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SHARE MERCY SUNDAY 2018

We introduced Share Mercy Sunday in February 2017 to reinforce our
Parish Mission Statement:
By our loving service and works of mercy, we invite every person to know Jesus Christ,
present in the Word and the breaking of the Bread,
so that all may accept his gift of salvation.
The first Sunday of each month we gather after the morning Masses to enjoy fellowship and also to
perform a designated Work of Mercy for that month.
The schedule for the first half of 2018 is as follows:
January: Bring your Advent Box with food donations for Outreach. We will also accept gifts to be
‘re-gifted’ as prizes at upcoming events. If you received a gift that you aren’t sure what you will do
with, we’ll gladly accept it.
February: Unbound-Sign up to sponsor a child; if you already have, then come down and write a
letter to your sponsored child and we’ll send it for you.
March: St Baldrick’s Day, have your head shaved or sign up to be a shaver! You can also sponsor
someone being shaved or just make a donation to fight childhood cancer.
April: Shoe Shine Time! Once again, we’ll be shining shoes to raise money for this year’s trip to El
Salvador. * If you are interested in going on this year’s trip, please see Fr. Mike.
May: Respect Life will host their annual Diaper Drive asking for all size diapers and baby wipes.
**If you are involved in a group or ministry and would like to host a Share Mercy Sunday later in
the year, please call the rectory, 588-8456, and leave your name and phone number.

KID’S — LOOKING TO GET MORE INVOLVED AT MASS & IN
THE PARISH ?
ST JOSEPH PARISH IS LOOKING FOR NEW ALTAR
SERVERS
TRAINING & PRACTICE SESSIONS BEGIN IN JANUARY
In January and February we will be holding Training & Practice
Sessions for new altar servers
Boys and Girls in Grades 5 and above are Welcome
There are 6 sessions scheduled, and you’ll need to attend 4 of them.
We will cover the ‘what’ and ‘why’ of an altar server’s role, and how it all fits into the whole Mass. Each session will
last approx. 1 hour.
Here are the dates. We will meet in the Church:

Thurs. Jan 18th, 5:30pm
Thurs. Jan 25th, 5:30pm
Sat. Jan 27th, 3pm

Sat. Feb 3rd, 3pm
Thurs. Feb 8th, 5:30pm
Sat Feb 10th, 3pm

Please call the Rectory and leave your name, phone number and/or an email address, or if you have any question. Then just
come down and join us!
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Cub Scout Pack 272
Boy Scout Troop 272
St. Joseph’s Cub Scout Pack 272 and Boy Scout Troop 272
have fun, exciting, educational, character building programs for boys, age 7 through 17 (first Grade and up).
For more information or to enroll your child,
contact Dr. Louis Scotti at 656-8428
or e-mail JoinScouting@StJoRonk.org.

Pack, Troop, and Crew 272 have
a YEAR-ROUND scouting program.

CYO Sport Programs
http://stjoecyosports.com
Baseball:
Intramural (Coed, ages 4-16):
Gene
588-1879
Travel * (Boys)
Vinny
543-4100
Basketball:
Girls (koolmom4d@msn.com)
Debbie
467-6174
Clinic Division (Coed Grades K-2) Nick
585-7723
Boys Grades 3-12)
Vinny
543-4100
Travel*
Vinny
543-4100
Track:
Boys & Girls, Grades K-8
Jerry 585-4048
Soccer :
Intramural Boys & Girls(ages 3-13) Joe 585-0748
jcaiola@fast.net
Travel (LIJSL):
Rob
721-8831
Softball:
Dennis 467-6174

Venturing Events
In Carew Hall after 5:00 PM Mass
Venturing is open to men and women age 14
through 20 who have graduated from 8th
Grade. This year's crew plan is jam packed
with interesting and fun activities here at St.
Joseph's and "off-campus" as well.
Come to our meeting and check it out.
Visit our next meeting:
January 7th
e-mail: Crew272@StJoRonk.org
phone: Advisor Mike Keller (631) 872-7675

What did you do this weekend?

Nathaniel Paul Curry
Makayla Ann DelGiudice
John William Mattfeld

