December 31, 2017 — Feast of the Holy Family

December 31, 2017
Serving Your Sacramental Needs
The Sacrament of Baptism
The Sacrament is celebrated on Sundays at 1:30 PM and on
the first Saturday of each month. Parents, please call the
parish office to arrange a meeting with a priest.
The Sacrament of Eucharist
See front cover for mass times. If you are sick for an
extended period of time or are homebound, contact the
parish office to have someone bring Communion to you.
The Sacrament of Confirmation
School aged children can prepare for this Sacrament by
contacting our Faith Formation Office. Adults who have
yet to be Confirmed should contact the Parish Office
The Sacrament of Reconciliation
As listed on front cover or call the office to see a priest.
The Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick
This Sacrament is for the living. We celebrate this
Sacrament each Spring and Fall for those who are
chronically ill, advanced in age, or who are about to
undergo surgery or hospitalization. We can arrange the
Sacrament at other times by calling the Parish Office.
Emergencies: Call the office to speak to a priest.
Nighttime emergencies
(631) 538-7219
The Sacrament of Matrimony
Bride or Groom please call the office at least six months
before your desired wedding date to begin preparations for
marriage. Please make contact with the parish before
making other wedding day plans!
The Sacrament of Holy Orders
If you feel called to serve in the church as a priest deacon
or in consecrated religious life, call the office to speak to
one of the priests or deacons for guidance.
Interested in possibly becoming Catholic?
Contact the rectory to arrange a meeting to discuss your
questions. We have classes to help people learn about our
faith and decide if becoming Catholic is best for you. This
whole process of inquiry and potential conversion is called
RCIA—The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults.
We will respect your personal journey with God!

Altar Bread & Wine
In Memory of
Msgr. Francis Midura
Requested by
Barbara Mickelson
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Mass Intentions for the Week
Sunday, Dec. 31 (The Holy Family)
7:00
The Crean Family (Donna Crean)
9:00
Celine McCrossan (Nancy & Joette Stursberg), Dennis
Mullally (Nancy & Joette Stursberg)
10:30 Nina Santopadre (Marie DeFilippo)
12:00 For the People of the Parish
5:00
Pat Joe Donnellan (Frankie Murphy & Family)
6:30
Spanish Mass
Monday, Jan 1 (Solemnity of Mary) (New Year’s Day)
7:00
For the People of the Parish
9:00
Frank DeLeo (Loving Wife)
12:00
The Cassar Family (Esther Cassar)
Tuesday, Jan. 2
7:00
For the People of the Parish
9:00
Araceli Manalo (Loving Children)
Wednesday, Jan. 3
7:00
Vincent Gessner (Loving Family)
9:00
Godofredo Alcantara (Loving Wife, Son & Grandson)
Thursday, Jan. 4
7:00
For the People of the Parish
9:00
Jacob Lamm (Jean && Norman Kalish)
Friday, Jan. 5
7:00
Jose Martins (Loving Family)
9:00
El Dorino Scala (Josephine)
Saturday, Jan. 6
8:00
Angelo & Theresa DeFilippo (Marie DeFilippo)
5:00
Catherine McEntagert (The Eiermann Family), Julia
Yanone (Jim & Cathy Foy), Bolivar Rodriguez (The
Napolitano Family), For the People of the Parish
Sunday, Jan. 7 (The Epiphany of the Lord)
7:00
For the People of the Parish
9:00
Connie Laux (Loving Grandson Andrew Laux), Micheline
Alfonso (Kim & Louis DeQuatro), The DeQuatro &
Dereta Families, Ryan Blair (Sean & Jeanne Kolarik),
Geraldine Moschetti (Karen & Bob Ringle), Connie Laux
(Carol Donohue & Family)
10:30 Robert Filce (CDA Court St Joseph 975)
12:00 Virginia “Ginny” Archer (The Clahane Family)
5:00
Gary Turrelli (The McCarrick Family)
6:30
Spanish Mass
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December 31, 2017

Respect Life

Did you know that this January 22 marks the 45th Anniversary of Roe v Wade?
For the Church, there is no distinction between defending
human life and promoting the dignity of the human person.
Pope Benedict XVI writes in Caritas in Veritate. t "The
Church forcefully maintains this link between life ethics and
social ethics, fully aware that 'a society lacks solid foundations when, on the one hand, it asserts values such as the dignity of the person, justice and peace, but then, on the other
hand, radically acts to the contrary by allowing or tolerating
a variety of ways in which human life is devalued and violated, especially where it is weak or marginalized.'" (no. 15).
As a gift from God, every human life is sacred from conception
to natural death.
As a gift from God, every human life is sacred from conception to natural death. The life and dignity of every person
must be respected and protected at every stage and in every
condition. The right to life is the first and most fundamental
principle of human rights that leads Catholics to actively
work for a world of greater respect for human life and greater commitment to justice and peace.

SHARE MERCY
SUNDAY 2018

We introduced Share Mercy Sunday in February 2017
to reinforce our
Parish Mission Statement:
By our loving service and works of mercy, we invite
every person to know Jesus Christ,
present in the Word and the breaking of the Bread,
so that all may accept his gift of salvation.
The first Sunday of each month we gather after the
morning Masses to enjoy fellowship and also to perform
a designated Work of Mercy for that month.
The schedule for the first half of 2018 is as follows:
January: Bring your Advent Box with food donations
for Outreach. We will also accept gifts to be ‘re-gifted’
as prizes at upcoming events. If you received a gift that
you aren’t sure what you will do with, we’ll gladly accept it.
February: Unbound-Sign up to sponsor a child; if you
already have, then come down and write a letter to
your sponsored child and we’ll send it for you.
March: St Baldrick’s Day, have your head shaved or
sign up to be a shaver! You can also sponsor someone
being shaved or just make a donation to fight childhood
cancer.
April: Shoe Shine Time! Once again, we’ll be shining
shoes to raise money for this year’s trip to El
Salvador. * If you are interested in going on this year’s
trip, please see Fr. Mike.
May: Respect Life will host their annual Diaper Drive
asking for all size diapers and baby wipes.
**If you are involved in a group or ministry and would
like to host a Share Mercy Sunday later in the year,
please call the rectory, 588-8456, and leave your name
and phone number.

Excepted from :http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/
human-life-and-dignity/index.cfm
Please consider joining us as we attend the March for Life in
Washington DC on Friday, January 19, 2018. For bus information, contact Jerry Egan at 631-988-5507 or sign up after
mass 1/6-1/7 and 1/13-1/14.
Monetary donations to defray the cost of the trip will be gladly accepted as well. Please donate at the sign-up table during
the next two weekends.

OUR LITURGY
In the first reading, Sirach echoes God’s mandate to honor
our father and mother, for in doing so we honor God. In
the second reading, Saint Paul instructs the Colossians to
live in the spirit of Christ, loving one another and seeking
peace. In the Gospel, Joseph and Mary present Jesus at the
Temple for the ritual Jewish purification. There they
encounter the prophet Simeon and prophetess, Anna, who
offer thanks to God for this long-awaited Savior and
foretell of his coming reign of power.
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A Different Kind of New Beginning
As we turn the page of the calendar to January, many of us are thinking about new beginnings - starting over in how we do things and
maybe doing them better this year than in the past. This is a time of hope for the future but it could also be a time of a little bit of fear
of the unknown. So, as we face new beginnings we put our trust in God.
Deacon Frank Dell’Aglio is facing a new beginning this year. In recent years Bishop Murphy initiated a policy that all deacons are
ordained for the benefit of the entire diocese and after 5 years in their parish, they may be transferred it a need arises. Deacon Frank,
who has been a deacon for nine and one half years, has been asked to work in St Gerard Majella Parish in Port Jefferson Station. St
Gerard Parish does have a need for a deacon or two and they have none.
Ordinarily, transfers of deacons would happen in June just as they do with priests, but there is an urgent need so this will be happening
soon. We are not sure when this will take effect but it will be in the near future.
One thing we want to do is celebrate Deacon Frank’s years of service to our parish. We will announce when that will be. In the
meantime, when you see Deacon Frank, assure him of your prayers in his new assignment and thank him personally for his work in
our parish.
-Fr. Mike

Do you patronize the businesses that advertise in our
bulletin?
Maybe it is time to make a resolution to do so. They are
friends of our parish community and by advertising in our
bulletin, they are supporting the work of our parish.
So please support them!

Let God’s Light Shine (off of your head)!
Sign up now for our
St. Baldrick Head Shaving Event
Sunday March 4 after morning masses
Go to this site to sign up:
www.stbaldricks.org/events/StJosephRCChurch2018

Thank You!
Thank you to everyone who sent cards and gifts to the rectory
for Christmas! We thank you for all the sweet treats that came
to us - we thank you but our scales and our pants don’t! Thank
you all for your gifts, your holiday wishes, and for your love
throughout the year!
Fr. Bala
Fr. Gil
Fr. Mike

The Lord is Kind and Merciful (Ps 103:8)
Am I?
A couple of years ago, Pope Francis gave the church a
wonderful gift - The Jubilee Year of Mercy! It ran from
December 8, 2015 to November 20, 2016.
When the year was announced, people said, “A year of mercy?
Isn’t it supposed to be our lifestyle?”
Yes, mercy is supposed to be our lifestyle but at times we forget
that. So this year of mercy served as a springboard to getting
back into that lifestyle.
But we live in a world of anger and arguing and bashing of
those who disagree with us. So it is easy for us to forget that
mercy is supposed to be our lifestyle. We are called to be
merciful because, as Pope Francis says, Mercy is God’s name!
We are made in God’s image and likeness, so we are called to
live his mercy always and in all ways!
Maybe it is time to spring back into that lifestyle again. Are you
looking for a resolution for the coming year? Maybe 2018 can
be your personal year of mercy - a year to look for opportunities
to live mercy and then to thank God for the opportunity to meet
him in mercy!

Why have your head shaved? What good does that do?
It is a simple way of walking in solidarity with a child who has
lost his or her hair because of cancer treatment. It says, “You
are not alone,” and it reminds the shavee to pray for children
with cancer on a daily basis.
It is also a fund raiser for research into childhood cancer.
When you sign up to get your head shaved, you ask friends and
family to sponsor you for this work of mercy. They can sign
up to sponsor you on the website or give you the money
directly and you bring it on March 4 when you get your head
shaved.
Will it hurt to get my head shaved?
Actually your head isn’t really shaved. Your hair is cut with a
barber’s buzzer with no clip on it. You will have a little bit of
stubble.
How long does it take for my hair to grow back?
In about a month your hair will look like a normal crew cut.
Hair grows at about 0.5” per month. While you are “bald”,
people will ask you about it and you can tell them about your
work of mercy and invite them to join you next year!
Can a group of us do it together?
Sure! The more the merrier. Go to the website and create a
team. By the way, when you sign up, you can put a “before”
picture on your page and then on March 4, you can post your
“after” shot!
Can girls get their head shaved?
YES! What a brave way to walk in solidarity with a child with
cancer! You might also be pleasantly surprised at how good
you look this way! Living a work of mercy is a beautiful
thing!
Whatever you do for the least of my brothers or sisters you
do for me. (Mt 25:40)
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Our students become lifelong learners who contribute to the parish community through
the examples of Jesus Christ.

Our teachers read to our students at
Barnes and Noble.
A visit
from
librarians
was an
exciting
event for
our pre-k
students.

Our early
childhood
program enjoyed their
yearly Pumpkin Picking
trip.

God spoke to
Joseph in dreams.
God has a dream
for each of us. At
St Joseph School
we help our
children live
God’s dreams for
them!

Our new and
innovative
Research
Program has our
students excited
to find new ways
to synergize their
course material.

St. Joseph Cheer Team
brought “Cheer” to our
Christmas Festival,
performing and helping
the younger children
with their Christmas
crafts.

Students
participated
in an Hour of
Code, and
programmed
their own
games.
As part of a global
initiative for
International Peace
Day, we traded
Peace Cranes with
classrooms around
the world. Ours
went to Vietnam!
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St Joseph School
We want to share the Good News of Catholic Education—see and hear how our Nursery through 8th grade
students and teachers are bringing our motto “Living God’s Dreams” to life every day.

This year our Christmas Festival combined our Parish and School members for a wonderful combined
celebration. Our Rectory tree lighting was followed by a candlelight procession to the Christmas Village in
our school gym. Our festival concluded with a spectacular light show programmed by the 8th grade.

St. Joseph School made Newsday last year for our conversation with the International Space Station.
Students spoke live to astronaut Jack Fischer as he passed overhead and answered questions submitted by
our school community on science, arts, and faith.

Each month,
our students
participate in
school-wide
religious
project that
results in
exciting
presentation
assemblies.

St. Joseph
Students
honored St.
Francis of Assisi
in their classes
with craft
projects and by
blessing their
pets.
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Continue to fill your Advent Box with any /all of the items listed and bring it with you to
Share Mercy Sunday January 7th
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Cub Scout Pack 272
Boy Scout Troop 272
St. Joseph’s Cub Scout Pack 272 and Boy Scout Troop 272
have fun, exciting, educational, character building programs for boys, age 7 through 17 (first Grade and up).
For more information or to enroll your child,
contact Dr. Louis Scotti at 656-8428
or e-mail JoinScouting@StJoRonk.org.

Pack, Troop, and Crew 272 have
a YEAR-ROUND scouting program.

CYO Sport Programs
Venturing Events

http://stjoecyosports.com
Baseball:
Intramural (Coed, ages 4-16):
Gene
588-1879
Travel * (Boys)
Vinny
543-4100
Basketball:
Girls (koolmom4d@msn.com)
Debbie
467-6174
Clinic Division (Coed Grades K-2) Nick
585-7723
Boys Grades 3-12)
Vinny
543-4100
Travel*
Vinny
543-4100
Track:
Boys & Girls, Grades K-8
Jerry 585-4048
Soccer :
Intramural Boys & Girls(ages 3-13) Joe 585-0748
jcaiola@fast.net
Travel (LIJSL):
Rob
721-8831
Softball:
Dennis 467-6174

In Carew Hall after 5:00 PM Mass
Venturing is open to men and women age 14
through 20 who have graduated from 8th
Grade. This year's crew plan is jam packed
with interesting and fun activities here at St.
Joseph's and "off-campus" as well.
Come to our meeting and check it out.
Visit our next meeting:
January 7th
e-mail: Crew272@StJoRonk.org
phone: Advisor Mike Keller (631) 872-7675

What did you do this weekend?

1st Prize - $1,000: # 100

Matthew Greene

2nd Prize - $500: # 111

Mary Jane Finnegan

3rd Prize - $300: # 24

The Vodapija Family

4th Prize - $125: # 104

The Scanella Family

5th Prize – Ticket for next round (April) ($75 value):
#8

Paul Attard

