January 7, 2017 — Feast of the Epiphany

January 7, 2018
Serving Your Sacramental Needs
The Sacrament of Baptism
The Sacrament is celebrated on Sundays at 1:30 PM and on
the first Saturday of each month. Parents, please call the
parish office to arrange a meeting with a priest.
The Sacrament of Eucharist
See front cover for mass times. If you are sick for an
extended period of time or are homebound, contact the
parish office to have someone bring Communion to you.
The Sacrament of Confirmation
School aged children can prepare for this Sacrament by
contacting our Faith Formation Office. Adults who have
yet to be Confirmed should contact the Parish Office
The Sacrament of Reconciliation
As listed on front cover or call the office to see a priest.
The Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick
This Sacrament is for the living. We celebrate this
Sacrament each Spring and Fall for those who are
chronically ill, advanced in age, or who are about to
undergo surgery or hospitalization. We can arrange the
Sacrament at other times by calling the Parish Office.
Emergencies: Call the office to speak to a priest.
Nighttime emergencies
(631) 538-7219
The Sacrament of Matrimony
Bride or Groom please call the office at least six months
before your desired wedding date to begin preparations for
marriage. Please make contact with the parish before
making other wedding day plans!
The Sacrament of Holy Orders
If you feel called to serve in the church as a priest deacon
or in consecrated religious life, call the office to speak to
one of the priests or deacons for guidance.
Interested in possibly becoming Catholic?
Contact the rectory to arrange a meeting to discuss your
questions. We have classes to help people learn about our
faith and decide if becoming Catholic is best for you. This
whole process of inquiry and potential conversion is called
RCIA—The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults.
We will respect your personal journey with God!

Altar Bread & Wine
In Memory of
Vincent Festa
Requested by
Ann Festa
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Mass Intentions for the Week
Sunday, Jan. 7 (The Epiphany of the Lord)
7:00
For the People of the Parish
9:00
Connie Laux (Loving Grandson Andrew Laux), Micheline
Alfonzo (Kim & Louis DeQuartro), The DeQuatro &
Dereta Families), Ryan Blair (Sean & Jeanne Kolarik),
Geraldine Moschetti (Karen & Bob Ringle), Connie
Laux (Carol Donohue & Family)
10:30 Robert Filce (CDA Court St Joseph 975)
12:00 Virginia “Ginny” Archer (The Clahane Family)
5:00
Gary Turrelli (The McCarrick Family)
6:30
Spanish Mass
Monday, Jan 8
7:00
For the People of the Parish
9:00
Jacob Lamm (Maureen Harkins & Janet Kramer)
Tuesday, Jan. 9
7:00
Joseph J. Onufrak (Loving Mother)
8:45
Francisco Rosa (Loving Family)
Wednesday, Jan. 10
7:00
For the People of the Parish
9:00
Karen & Ed Cronin (Love Mom)
Thursday, Jan. 11
7:00
For the People of the Parish
9:00
Silvestre Ruvico (Mr. & Mrs. Jose Pedra)
Friday, Jan. 12
7:00
For the People of the Parish
9:00
Christine Salerno (Carole Sperruzzi)
Saturday, Jan. 13
8:00
For the People of the Parish
5:00
Ryan Blair (The EM Minstry), Bernadette Bender (The
Fennessy Family), Ann Keating (Jeanne Kolarik)
Sunday, Jan. 14 (Second Sunday in Ordinary Time)
7:00
Noel Pedersen (The Opie Family)
9:00
Blake Behrens (St. Joseph Wednesday Soup Kitchen)
10:30 Tom Dolly (Laura & Ed Mitchell), Charles French
(Kim & Kurt Johmson), Lou Piacente (Margie Gealbert),
Michelle Carr (LIVING) (Joanne DiGiacomo), Odilia
DiGiovanni (Mr. & Mrs. Restivo)
For the People oftheParish
12:00 Lucille Rooney (Irene & Joe Zabbara)
5:00
Geoffrey Watson (Elizabeth & Brian Dinger)
6:30
Spanish Mass

OUR LITURGY
The first reading recounts the splendor of Jerusalem
as it draws other nations to the glory of God. In his
Epistle to the Ephesians, Saint Paul proclaims the
Good News that the Gentiles are so-heirs of salvation
with the people of Israel. The Gospel recounts the
journey of the Magi to Bethlehem, where they
worshipped the baby Jesus.
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January 7, 2018

Respect Life

Weekly Offering

ULTIMATE PRO-ABORTION GOALS:
Many of the ultimate goals of those who favor abortion already exist. Abortion is legal in our nation until birth for
social and economic reasons. Many areas use tax money to pay
for elective abortions. What pro-abortion forces have not
achieved has been to mainstream this procedure into the day- today practice of medicine. They also have not achieved a status of
respectability, as the word “abortionist” is still one of low esteem, or even condemnation. Also, abortion is still strongly condemned by substantial segments of the culture of both the united
States and our neighbor, Canada.

ULTIMATE PRO-LIFE GOALS:
The ultimate pro-life goal, for one, is quite direct and
very simple. Pro-lifers want an amendment to the U. S. Constitution that will give equal protection under the law, to all living
humans from the time their biologic life begins at conception
until natural death.
Understanding that such a goal remains yet in the
future, we, pro-life people, have intermediate goals. They include the following:
parental notification and consent for abortion for minor daughters;
specific public health regulation of free-standing abortion facilities;
women’s right to know, or informed consent laws;
forbidding of certain types of abortion (such as brain suction or
partial-birth abortions);
forbidding of abortions for certain reasons,( such as sex selection
and after a certain age of fetal development).

Dec. 31, 2017 Offering
(Includes Electronic Giving of ($3,169)

$15,502

Last Year Offering, Sunday, Jan 1st

$15,499

Christmas 2017
Christmas 2016

$51,776
$51,690

We are actively working with the Diocese on plans for balancing
our budget and addressing our other accumulated debt to the Diocese. If you have questions on this or other financial matters,
please feel free to call our business manager, Ed Grieb.
We have changed our monthly special collection from "Debt
Repayment" to a "Repair & Renovations" collection so we can
make some needed improvements to our buildings and grounds.
Thank you for your generous support.
Thank you and God Bless You Always,
Fr. Mike
IF YOU MISSED LAST WEEK, PLEASE TRY TO MAKE IT UP
THIS WEEK. THANK YOU.

Government support for institutions that have encouraged and
referred for abortions could be terminated and such monies redirected to those who support women before, during and after
birth.’
Adapted from Willke “Why Can’t We Love Them Both?
“Humanity will resume its normal march toward a juster condition when men
remember that there is a living God, who is Truth and Love, and
of whom the
human person is the image.”
-Jacques Maritain

PRAY FOR THE SICK

___________________________________
Name of person who is ill
_____________________________
_________________________
Person making this request:
Relationship to ill person
(Friends can be placed on the silent prayer list only)

PRAY FOR OUR TROOPS
__________________________________
Name, Rank and Branch of Service
______________________________
____________________
Person making this request
Relationship to Soldier
(Friends can be placed on the silent prayer list only)
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Living Mercy is Contagious!
In 2017 we have grown as a community of mercy. Pope Francis would say that we have grown as a community of God because Mercy
is God’s name! We began our Share Mercy Sundays last year. Take a look at just some of the things we have done:
By sharing in our shoe shining day, we built a home and rebuilt a bathroom for a school in El Salvador.
We sent notes to veterans in Stony Brook, saying thank you and telling them we are praying for them.
We learned about the League of YES, a baseball league for handicapped children.
We raised over $7,500 for The Life Center!
We helped our Outreach and our Soup Kitchen to serve those in need in our community.
We had a visit from The Guide Dog Foundation and our children (in St Joseph School and in our Faith Formation Program) have
made a commitment to raise $6,000 to sponsor the training of a guide dog.
This last one is an example of mercy being contagious. An anonymous group heard about what our children are doing. They raised
and donated $500 toward the goal of sponsoring a puppy!
WELL DONE!
By our loving service and works of mercy we invite every person to know Jesus Christ, present in the Word and the breaking of the
Bread, so that all may accept his gift of salvation.
Our work of mercy invited others to join in the work and to know Jesus as they did so! We now have $1,830 toward the goal of
$6,000, and we’re picking up momentum!
More Works of Mercy Are Coming in 2018!
Two big mercy events are coming very soon and you are invited to share in them:
An Unbound preacher is coming on the weekend of Feb 10 - 11. He will invite people to join in the work of sponsoring a child,
youth or elderly person through Unbound. There are other ways to participate in this weekend of mercy:
1. Current sponsors are encouraged to come and write letters to your sponsored friends down in Carew Hall after masses - Please
bring the prepared mailing labels Unbound sent you! We’ll mail your letters for you.
2. You will also be able to hear reflections on our trip to El Salvador last August and applications will be available for this year’s
trip. Please note: after this year, we will make this mission trip every other year!
On Sunday March 4, we will celebrate “St Baldrick” for the first time in our parish. All are invited to join us in this head shaving
event! Having your head shaved does three things:
1. It is a way to live in solidarity with a child who has lost his or her hair to cancer treatments.
2. It raises money (because you get people to sponsor you) to fight childhood cancer!
3. It gives you an opportunity to tell others of our parish works of mercy because people will ask you why you are bald!
For St Baldrick, you really need to plan ahead: www.stbaldricks.org/events/StJosephRCChurch2018 This is our sign up page
for head shaving. Please sign up, set a goal for how much you would like to raise, invite your family and friends to support you,
and get ready to have your head shaved. Note: You head isn’t 100% shaved. We use an electric buzzer with no clip on it so you
will have a little peach fuzz.
Hey, wouldn't it be great if a group of people from St Regis K of C or from Lakeland or Ronkonkoma FD came as a team and all
got their heads shaved? Talk to your friends and join in this work of mercy.
Are you a barber or hairdresser? Maybe you can come and help us with the shaving of heads. You may get some new business
out of it (in a few months when our hair grows back!)
We will also accept hair for Locks of Love on that day. It needs to be at least 10” long and tied in a pony tail. Check out their
website for other frequently asked questions.
By the way, we will also accept daring women to get their head shaved!
-Fr Mike

Let People Know You Are Part of St Joe’s!
People used to identify more with their parish than with their home town. You can recapture some of that with St Joseph Parish Wear.
We cannot afford to keep inventory in our parish store. But you can buy direct from Land’s End.
Go to the Land’s End School link on our website. Once you choose the gender you are shopping for, go to the drop down menu called
“Grade/Status”. At the bottom of this menu, you will find “Parish wear”. Click on that and you can begin to shop. BUT DON’T
SHOP YET! Set up an account with your email address and Land’s End will send you information about sales - ONLY BUY ON
SALE!
You can get sweatshirts, fleeces, Polos, Hoodies, sweaters and a few other things. There are color choices too. But the best part is, you
can get our parish logo on your purchase. That way the whole world will know you are part of the best parish in our diocese! Who
knows, maybe your “St Joe’s wear” will give you an opportunity to invite someone to come with you to mass one Sunday!
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Our students become lifelong learners who contribute to the parish community through
the examples of Jesus Christ.

Our teachers read to our students at
Barnes and Noble.
A visit
from
librarians
was an
exciting
event for
our pre-k
students.

Our early
childhood
program enjoyed their
yearly Pumpkin Picking
trip.

God spoke to
Joseph in dreams.
God has a dream
for each of us. At
St Joseph School
we help our
children live
God’s dreams for
them!

Our new and
innovative
Research
Program has our
students excited
to find new ways
to synergize their
course material.

St. Joseph Cheer Team
brought “Cheer” to our
Christmas Festival,
performing and helping
the younger children
with their Christmas
crafts.

Students
participated
in an Hour of
Code, and
programmed
their own
games.
As part of a global
initiative for
International Peace
Day, we traded
Peace Cranes with
classrooms around
the world. Ours
went to Vietnam!

Page 7

St Joseph School
We want to share the Good News of Catholic Education—see and hear how our Nursery through 8th grade
students and teachers are bringing our motto “Living God’s Dreams” to life every day.

This year our Christmas Festival combined our Parish and School members for a wonderful combined
celebration. Our Rectory tree lighting was followed by a candlelight procession to the Christmas Village in
our school gym. Our festival concluded with a spectacular light show programmed by the 8th grade.

St. Joseph School made Newsday last year for our conversation with the International Space Station.
Students spoke live to astronaut Jack Fischer as he passed overhead and answered questions submitted by
our school community on science, arts, and faith.

Each month,
our students
participate in
school-wide
religious
project that
results in
exciting
presentation
assemblies.

St. Joseph
Students
honored St.
Francis of Assisi
in their classes
with craft
projects and by
blessing their
pets.
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St. Joseph School Open House
SAVE THE DATE January 28th! ST. JOSEPH SCHOOL will be having an open house from 10am
to 2pm. Stop by the school gym to learn about the many exciting things happening at St. Joseph and have any questions you might have about the school answered. All are welcome.

Saint Joseph Parish
Used Clothing Drive
We Need Your Used Clothing!
Come help support St. Joseph Cheer Team
Saturday, February 3rd
Drop Off Location: School Gym
Time: 8:30 am – 9:30 am
For more information call Jennine Conway: 631-790-2430

Annual Telethon
Telecare Telethon Time!
The Telecare Telethon is the weekend of Saturday, January 13th from 2PM -10PM and Sunday, January 14th
from 12PM to 10PM. Please tune in on Cablevision
channel 29/137, Time Warner Channel 471 or Verizon
FiOS channel 296 to support our Diocesan Television
Station. It will be 18 hours filled with many guest
“stars” including many of the clergy, religious and dedicated lay people of our Diocese. Additionally, visits
from some celebrity chefs, musical groups and New
York sports teams will help fuel the enjoyment. Join
Msgr. Jim Vlaun for the 25th annual Telecare Telethon
and consider making a donation by phone or a secure
donation over the internet at www.TelecareTV.org.

A Day of Service Luncheon
Sponsored by the Town of Brookhaven
And The Martin Luther King, Jr. Day of Service Planning Committee honoring the memory and work of
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
Monday, January 15, 2018
12 PM - 3PM
Mill Pond Country Club
300 Mill Rd. Medford, NY
Lunch will be served promptly at 12:30 PM
Followed by an onsite service project 2-3 PM
This project will consist of packaging personal care items for
hygiene kits to be distributed to families in need due to natural
disasters, violence, and poverty. Additional projects for young
children will also be available.
Suggested Donation: Adult tickets $20
Child & Youth tickets $5
Kindly register at www.brookhavenny.gov/MLK2018 by
January 8, 2018;. Attendees will be asked to bring a non perishable food item.

SHARE MERCY SUNDAY 2018
We introduced Share Mercy Sunday in February 2017 to reinforce our
Parish Mission Statement:

By our loving service and works of mercy,
we invite every person to know Jesus Christ,
present in the Word and the breaking of the Bread, so that all may accept his gift of salvation.
On a designated Sunday each month, we gather after the morning Masses to enjoy fellowship and also to perform a specific Work of Mercy for that month.
The schedule for the first half of 2018 is as follows:
January 7th: Bring your Advent Box with food donations for Parish Outreach. We will also be accepting gifts to
be ‘re-gifted’ as prizes at upcoming events. If you received a gift that you aren’t sure what you will do with, we’ll
gladly accept it and your gift will be passed on.
February 11th: A Representative from UNBOUND will be speaking at masses the second weekend in February.
Everyone will have the opportunity to sign up to sponsor a child. **If you already have a sponsored child,
please come down to Carew Hall and write a letter to your sponsored child, we’ll send it for you.
March 4th: St Baldrick’s Day, A wonderful opportunity to have your head shaved to be in solidarity with children undergoing cancer treatments which cause them to lose their hair. We are also in need of people to sign
up to be head shavers for that day! For more info please go to http://www.stbaldricks.org/events/
StJosephRCChurch2018. You can sponsor someone who is having their head shaved or simply make a donation to fight childhood cancer.
April 8th: Shoe Shine Time! Once again, we’ll be shining shoes to raise money for this year’s trip to El Salvador.
* If you are interested in going on this year’s trip, please see Fr. Mike.
May 6th: Respect Life will host their annual Diaper Drive asking for all size diapers and baby wipes.
**We invite/encourage all those who are involved in a group or ministry to consider Hosting a Share Mercy Sunday later in the year. It’s easy. Pick a Sunday, develop a theme that ties into the season, your ministry, the Gospel of the day etc. Plan an activity/Work of Mercy, provide the hospitality along with volunteers in your ministry.
Please call the rectory, 588-8456, and leave your name and phone number.
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Cub Scout Pack 272
Boy Scout Troop 272
St. Joseph’s Cub Scout Pack 272 and Boy Scout Troop 272
have fun, exciting, educational, character building programs for boys, age 7 through 17 (first Grade and up).
For more information or to enroll your child,
contact Dr. Louis Scotti at 656-8428
or e-mail JoinScouting@StJoRonk.org.

Pack, Troop, and Crew 272 have
a YEAR-ROUND scouting program.

CYO Sport Programs
Venturing Events

http://stjoecyosports.com
Baseball:
Intramural (Coed, ages 4-16):
Gene
588-1879
Travel * (Boys)
Vinny
543-4100
Basketball:
Girls (koolmom4d@msn.com)
Debbie
467-6174
Clinic Division (Coed Grades K-2) Nick
585-7723
Boys Grades 3-12)
Vinny
543-4100
Travel*
Vinny
543-4100
Track:
Boys & Girls, Grades K-8
Jerry 585-4048
Soccer :
Intramural Boys & Girls(ages 3-13) Joe 585-0748
jcaiola@fast.net
Travel (LIJSL):
Rob
721-8831
Softball:
Dennis 467-6174

In Carew Hall after 5:00 PM Mass
Venturing is open to men and women age 14
through 20 who have graduated from 8th
Grade. This year's crew plan is jam packed
with interesting and fun activities here at St.
Joseph's and "off-campus" as well.
Come to our meeting and check it out.
Visit our next meeting:
January 14th
e-mail: Crew272@StJoRonk.org
phone: Advisor Mike Keller (631) 872-7675

What did you do this weekend?

1st Prize - $1,000: # 100

Matthew Greene

2nd Prize - $500: # 111

Mary Jane Finnegan

3rd Prize - $300: # 24

The Vodapija Family

4th Prize - $125: # 104

The Scanella Family

5th Prize – Ticket for next round (April) ($75 value):
#8

Paul Attard

