January 14, 2018 — Second Sunday in Ordinary Time

January 14, 2018
Serving Your Sacramental Needs
The Sacrament of Baptism
The Sacrament is celebrated on Sundays at 1:30 PM and on
the first Saturday of each month. Parents, please call the
parish office to arrange a meeting with a priest.
The Sacrament of Eucharist
See front cover for mass times. If you are sick for an
extended period of time or are homebound, contact the
parish office to have someone bring Communion to you.
The Sacrament of Confirmation
School aged children can prepare for this Sacrament by
contacting our Faith Formation Office. Adults who have
yet to be Confirmed should contact the Parish Office
The Sacrament of Reconciliation
As listed on front cover or call the office to see a priest.
The Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick
This Sacrament is for the living. We celebrate this
Sacrament each Spring and Fall for those who are
chronically ill, advanced in age, or who are about to
undergo surgery or hospitalization. We can arrange the
Sacrament at other times by calling the Parish Office.
Emergencies: Call the office to speak to a priest.
Nighttime emergencies
(631) 538-7219
The Sacrament of Matrimony
Bride or Groom please call the office at least six months
before your desired wedding date to begin preparations for
marriage. Please make contact with the parish before
making other wedding day plans!
The Sacrament of Holy Orders
If you feel called to serve in the church as a priest deacon
or in consecrated religious life, call the office to speak to
one of the priests or deacons for guidance.
Interested in possibly becoming Catholic?
Contact the rectory to arrange a meeting to discuss your
questions. We have classes to help people learn about our
faith and decide if becoming Catholic is best for you. This
whole process of inquiry and potential conversion is called
RCIA—The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults.
We will respect your personal journey with God!

Altar Bread & Wine
In Memory of
Carol A. Walsh
Requested by
Greg
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Mass Intentions for the Week
Sunday, Jan. 14 (Second Sunday in Ordinary Time)
7:00
Noel Pedersen (The Opie Family)
9:00
Blake Behrens (St. Joseph Wednesday Soup Kitchen)
10:30 Tom Dolly (Laura & Ed Mitchell), Charles French
(Kim & Kurt Johnson), Lou Piacente (Margie Gealbert),
Michelle Carr (LIVING) (Joanne DiGiacomo), Odilia
DiGovanni (Mr. & Mrs. Restivo),
For the People of the Parish
12:00 Lucille Rooney (Irene & Joe Zabbara)
5:00
Geoffrey Watson (Elizabeth & Brian Dinger)
6:30
Spanish Mass
Monday, Jan 15 (Martin Luther King Jr.)
7:00
For the People of the Parish
9:00
For the People of the Parish
Tuesday, Jan. 16
7:00
For the People of the Parish
8:45
Robert Savino (Carolyn & Steven Schwerdtfeger)
Wednesday, Jan. 17
7:00
Joseph & Helen Onufrak (Loving Family)
9:00
Richard Fahey (Loving Family)
Thursday, Jan. 18
7:00
For the People of the Parish
9:00
Ralph Kubicsko (Loving Family)
Friday, Jan. 19
7:00
For the People of the Parish
9:00
Trudy Gruber (Cathy Filce)
Saturday, Jan. 20
8:00
John Donohue (Loving Family))
5:00
Catherine McEntagert (The Eiermann Family), Mary &
Angelo Iorio, Michael Panas & Marie Giordano
(Theresa Giordano). For the People of the Parish
Sunday, Jan. 21 (Third Sunday in Ordinary Time)
7:00
For the People of the Parish
9:00
Dec’d. Mbrs. of St. Regis K of C & Columbiettes
10:30 Roseann E. Gabriel (Loving Husband Edward)
12:00 Lawrence Linck (The Park Family), All Saints
(Shirley Poulard), Eleanor Del Gatto (Robert & Collette
Ippolito), Mary (Pat) & Mike Walsh (The Jaconetti Family)
5:00
Lucy & Paul Shadlich (Janinne & Richard Hubbard)
6:30
Spanish Mass

OUR LITURGY
In the first reading, Samuel does not recognize God
calling his name; Eli instructs him to respond, Speak,
Lord, for your servant is listening. In his letter to the
Corinthians, Paul declares the body is to be used, not
for sin, but to glorify God as a temple of the Holy
Spirit. In Today’s Gospel, Andrew and Simon Peter
begin to follow Jesus.
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Respect Life
Arguing the Pro-Life Position, Part One
My Body, My Choice
One of the most popular pro-abortion arguments is “my body, my
choice.” We commonly hear “why are you pushing your morals on
me,” or “keep your laws out of my body,” or “if you don’t like abortion,
don’t have one,” or “the baby doesn’t have the right to use the mother’s
body for nine months.”
It is a scientific fact that a pre-born baby is not part of the mother’s
body; therefore the decision to abort that child does not involve one
body, but two distinct human beings. So, when a mother to be declares
her right to an abortion based on “my body, my choice,” she is ignoring
the facts of life, and of medical science. Additionally, since half the
abortions performed are on pre-born females, there is a 50 percent
chance she is taking away a “woman’s right to choose” from her unborn
daughter.

Our Prayer and
Action
In Building the City of God
Our Prayer for Financial Well Being is $23,700 in our Sunday
Offerings (which will be a $5,000 increase over our 2017
Weekly Average):

Sunday Jan 7, 2018 Collections:
Same Week from Last Year:
Our 2017 Weekly Average Was:

$19,165
$17,010
$18,700

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Our Prayer for Evangelization is an increase of 500 new people
at Sunday Mass (which will be 2,043 people at Sunday Mass):

“Why are you pushing your morals on me?”/”Keep your laws out of
my body!”

Mass Attendance on Sunday Jan 7:
Our 2017 Average Mass Attendance:

We hear the argument that morality cannot be legislated. Of course any
sober reflection would deem that argument as uninformed at best, as
that is one of the primary functions of law. Why is it illegal to steal, or
to kill, or to beat children? Because these things are morally wrong.
Government exists to create laws which protect morality, and by doing
so, protects its citizens. If a parent chose to beat their child, we would
not say that this is an issue that the government should not be involved
in. We would want then government to step in and protect the child.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------Our Prayer for our St Joseph School Enrollment
Is 245 Students (which is an increase of 50 Students):

“The baby doesn’t have the right to use the mother’s body for nine
months”
This is an extremely dangerous point of view, whose logical extension,
if left uncontested, will eventually lead to euthanasia, as we are seeing
more and more in Europe. This argument boils down to dependency
(see Scott Klusendorf), and the summation of the argument is that we
get to decide whether or not we kill someone based on the degree of
their dependency. The argument has already been put forward by at
least one member of academia that a child is not a human being until an
age of self awareness is met (by the way, the arbitrary age this academic
chose is 4), and a parent should have a right to kill that child up until
that age (see Peter Singer, Professor of Ethics and Moral Philosophy,
Rutgers University). Infants, toddlers, adolescents, teenagers, the elderly, the disabled, and the sick are all dependent on society, and moral
thought has always taught us that the measure of a society is how these
groups are treated, particularly the youngest, the oldest, and the sickest.
The simple fact that this issue needs to be discussed is evidence of the
degree of evil that has pervaded our country.

2017/18 Enrollment is currently:
2018/19 Enrollment:

1,664
1,543

195
in process

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------Our Prayer for Parish Vocations is 5 new vocations
from within St. Joseph Parish

None as yet, but this is always in process

THANK YOU!
The Life Center of Long Island
sincerely thanks Saint Joseph Parish
for their donation to the baby bottle campaign.
Your generosity raised $8,164!
May God bless you for your support of life!

“If you don’t like abortion, don’t have one”
The least thoughtful of these arguments, it can be refuted by simply
applying any immoral act to the statement, i.e. if you don’t like murder,
don’t murder anyone. The bumper sticker statement immediately collapses on itself.
The Respect Life Committee wishes you a safe and blessed week!
“Before I formed you in the womb, I knew you…” Jeremiah 1:5

Please join us for mass on Thursday, January 18 at
7pm to pray for the success of the March for Life and
for safe travel for participants. All are welcome. Also,
anyone interested in attending this year’s March for
Life on Friday, January 19 should contact Gerry Egan
and 631-988-5507. Thank you to all who donated last
weekend in support of this event. We raised over
$1000! Your support is very much appreciated.
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A Great Workout For My Heart & Soul!

Thank You!

I was a little under the weather last Sunday so I chose to
avoid Share Mercy Sunday down in Carew Hall so I would
not share my germs.
On Monday I was a little bit better, so I went down to
Carew Hall to help clear all the groceries away before the
school kids came down for lunch. What a workout! It
brought me back to my days of working in a supermarket
unloading trucks and packing shelves. There was a
truckload of groceries!
It was also a great workout for my soul to know that I am
part of a community who makes the works of mercy a part
of our daily lives. This particular Share Mercy Sunday
touched my heart in a deeper place because it involved
planning during a very busy time of year to help others in
need. You were asked to take a calendar during Advent and
on each day you were asked to get a specific item to
replenish our food pantry. Now I know that most people
didn’t go shopping on each day for one item. Instead you
shopped for a few items at a time. But still, during a time of
year when everyone is very busy with shopping for loved
ones and preparing family celebrations, it is very
heartwarming to see how many of us thought about others in
need.
This was a great gift because so much charitable giving is
focused on Thanksgiving and Christmas and then in January
the cupboards are bare. But now we have a great head start
on reloading so we can continue to help our brothers and
sisters in need as the winter wears on.
I want to thank you and tell you all that I thank God for you.
Another thing warmed my heart on Monday!
I walked the property Monday morning to see where we
need more work on snow removal. We have a lot of
property and there was a lot of snow so there are places that
needed help. Thank you all for your patience!
One spot that needed help was by the parking spots behind
the rectory. We needed to clear a space to walk to the
walkway. As I was heading to Carew Hall, I saw two
parishioners shoveling that spot. They saw a need and
responded to it! It reminded me of the good old days when
neighbors would shovel each other out just because that is
what neighbors do.
Both of these simple events remind me to work on my
New Year’s Revolution!
I asked people on New Year’s Day, and then I asked the
children in our Faith Formation classes to make a revolution
this year - a turnaround of our lives. With resolutions we try
to do it all ourselves. The revolution is to ask God’s help:
Please Lord, make me a saint! Imagine what the world
would be like if we all prayed that way! Well, he answered
my prayer a little - he sent you as examples!-

Last week, in reflecting on the many works of mercy we have
done in the past year, I reported that we raised over $7,500 for
the Life Center in our Baby Bottle Campaign.
They just sent us a thank you and an update on how much we
raised - $8,164. It is so appropriate that we get this thank you
on the same weekend that our Respect Life Ministry spoke at
masses inviting members of our parish to join in supporting
life on the annual March for Life in Washington DC on
January 19.
Thank you all for this one more example of living our parish
mission.
You can support the respect Life March by coming to mass on
Thursday evening, January 18 at 7:00 PM.

Fr Mike

The Cornerstone of St Joseph Church was laid 50 years
ago this summer, but the City of God is always being built
in us and by us!
Share Your Story of St Joseph Parish
We are all part of the ongoing building of the City of God in St
Joseph Parish. You may have some sacred memories of St
Joe’s tucked in your heart.
Why not share them?
First, just bring the stories to the surface of your heart and
savor them. Then re-tell them to family members. Who
knows what chord it will strike in their hearts?
Then
write
them
down
and
send
them
to
Newevangelization@stjoronk.org. Please know that if you
send us a story, you are giving us permission to share it
(anonymously) so that we can all savor the wonder of our
shared history and our shared future! As we share these
stories we will see that we are all stones in the City of God!

Let People Know You Are Part of St Joe’s!
People used to identify more with their parish than with
their home town. You can recapture some of that with St
Joseph Parish Wear. We cannot afford to keep
inventory in our parish store. But you can buy direct
from Land’s End.
Go to the Land’s End School link on our website. Once
you choose the gender you are shopping for, go to the
drop down menu called “Grade/Status”. At the bottom
of this menu, you will find “Parish wear”. Click on that
and you can begin to shop. BUT DON’T SHOP YET!
Set up an account with your email address and Land’s
End will send you information about sales - ONLY BUY
ON SALE!
You can get sweatshirts, fleeces, Polos, Hoodies,
sweaters and a few other things. There are color choices
too. But the best part is, you can get our parish logo on
your purchase. That way the whole world will know you
are part of the best parish in our diocese! Who knows,
maybe your “St Joe’s wear” will give you an opportunity
to invite someone to come with you to mass one Sunday!
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St. Joseph School Open House
SAVE THE DATE January 28th! ST. JOSEPH SCHOOL will be having an open house from 10am
to 2pm. Stop by the school gym to learn about the many exciting things happening at St. Joseph and have any questions you might have about the school answered. All are welcome.

SHARE MERCY SUNDAY 2018
Last Sunday we gathered for fellowship and to accept donations for Parish Outreach from those who kept an Advent Giving Box. Our thanks to all who participated for your generous donations.
Mark your calendar for our next Share Mercy Sunday which will be held on February 11th (second Sunday) We will have
representatives from **UNBOUND speaking at all Masses that weekend. Parishioners will have the opportunity to Sponsor a
child, young adult or elder. Those who are already Sponsors can come down to Carew Hall to write letters to the ones they are
sponsoring (bring the mailing label provided to you and we’ll take care of the postage!) Children may color pictures to be enclosed with letters being sent.
There will be a presentation of last year’s trip to El Salvador including a slide show , a chance to speak to those who went, and
information and opportunity to sign up for this year’s trip.

So come on down, February 11th to Share Mercy Sunday,
coffee and light refreshments will be served!
**Unbound partners with families living in poverty, empowering them to become self-sufficient and fulfill their desired potential. When you sponsor a child, young adult or elder through Unbound, you invest in personalized benefits that support goals chosen by the sponsored individual and their family. And with 92.2 percent of Unbound’s expenses going toward program support, you can rest assured your contributions are working hard to meet the needs of
your sponsored friend.

Saint Joseph Parish
Used Clothing Drive
We Need Your Used Clothing!
Come help support St. Joseph Cheer Team
Saturday, February 3rd
Drop Off Location: School Gym
Time: 8:30 am – 9:30 am
For more information call Jennine Conway:
631-790-2430

St. Joseph
Parish Gift Shoppe
For your convenience the Parish Gift
Shoppe will be open after all Masses
on the weekend of

Share Mercy Sundays.
We are located in the Lobby outside Carew Hall. You are cordially invited to
stop in and see the variety of items, reasonably priced,
for all occasions.
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Cub Scout Pack 272
Boy Scout Troop 272
St. Joseph’s Cub Scout Pack 272 and Boy Scout Troop 272
have fun, exciting, educational, character building programs for boys, age 7 through 17 (first Grade and up).
For more information or to enroll your child,
contact Dr. Louis Scotti at 656-8428
or e-mail JoinScouting@StJoRonk.org.

Pack, Troop, and Crew 272 have
a YEAR-ROUND scouting program.

CYO Sport Programs
http://stjoecyosports.com
Baseball:
Intramural (Coed, ages 4-16):
Gene
588-1879
Travel * (Boys)
Vinny
543-4100
Basketball:
Girls (koolmom4d@msn.com)
Debbie
467-6174
Clinic Division (Coed Grades K-2) Nick
585-7723
Boys Grades 3-12)
Vinny
543-4100
Travel*
Vinny
543-4100
Track:
Boys & Girls, Grades K-8
Jerry 585-4048
Soccer :
Intramural Boys & Girls(ages 3-13) Joe 585-0748
jcaiola@fast.net
Travel (LIJSL):
Rob
721-8831
Softball:
Dennis 467-6174

Penelope Joy Steeneck
Mia Rose Wyckoff

Venturing Events
In Carew Hall after 5:00 PM Mass
Venturing is open to men and women age 14
through 20 who have graduated from 8th
Grade. This year's crew plan is jam packed
with interesting and fun activities here at St.
Joseph's and "off-campus" as well.
Come to our meeting and check it out.
Visit our next meeting:
January 14th
e-mail: Crew272@StJoRonk.org
phone: Advisor Mike Keller (631) 872-7675

What did you do this weekend?

PRAY FOR THE SICK

___________________________________
Name of person who is ill
_____________________________
_________________________
Person making this request:
Relationship to ill person
(Friends can be placed on the silent prayer list only)

—REMEMBER THOSE WHO HAVE DIED—
our deceased soldiers and all of our
deceased relatives and friends.
Thomas J. Dunn
Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord and let perpetual light
shine upon them. May they rest in peace.. May their souls
and all the souls of the faithful departed rest in peace. Amen

PRAY FOR OUR TROOPS
__________________________________
Name, Rank and Branch of Service
______________________________
____________________
Person making this request
Relationship to Soldier
(Friends can be placed on the silent prayer list only)

