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OUR LITURGY 
 

In the first reading, the reluctant prophet Jonah gets a 
quick response today from the people of Nineveh. 
Saint Paul speaks with urgency, telling the Corinthians 
that time is running out. Jesus begins his ministry by 
calling four Apostles - changing the direction of their 
lives. 

Mass Intentions for the Week 

 
 

Sunday, Jan. 21 (Third Sunday in Ordinary Time) 

7:00  For the People of the Parish 

9:00  Dec’d. Mbrs. of St. Regis K of C & Columbiettes 

10:30     Roseann E. Gabriel (Loving Husband Edward) 

12:00  Lawrence Linck (The Park Family), All Saints (Shirley 

  Poulard), Eleanor Del Gatto (Robert & Collette Ippolito), 

  Mary (Pat) & Mike Walsh (The Jaconetti Family) 

5:00  Lucy & Paul Shadlich (Janinne & Richard Hubbard) 

6:30  Spanish Mass 

Monday, Jan 22 

  7:00      Robert W. Donohue (Steven & Stefanie Vessa) 

  9:00      Patricia Fargas (LIVING) (Loving Sister) 

Tuesday, Jan. 23 

  7:00   For the People of the Parish 

  8:45   For the People of the Parish 

 Wednesday, Jan. 24 

 7:00       For the People of the Parish 

 9:00   Robbie Gryzlo (Lorraine Stiefel) 

Thursday, Jan. 25 

7:00   James Heiman (Loving Sister Helen) 

9:00   For the People of the Parish 

Friday, J an. 26 

7:00  For the People of the Parish 

9:00  For the People of the Parish 

Saturday, Jan. 27 

8:00       For the People of the Parish 

5:00  Michael Vento (Mike & Teri Fezza), Thomas Dunn 

  (The Meindl Family), For the People of the Parish 

Sunday,  Jan. 28 (Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time) 

7:00  William Barry (Loving Family) 

9:00  Joe Perrotta (Al & Carol Sachse), Maryann Theisen 

  (Brian, Lauren & Lucas Kolonoski), Bryan Selby 

  (Marilyn & Dom), Paul D’Amico (The Candela Familyu) 

10:30  Millie D’Agostino (Norm & Cathy West) 

12:00  Olga Alfonso S Fara (The Alfonso Family) 

5:00  Rita & Bill Hubbard (Janinne & Richard Hubbard) 

6:30  Spanish Mass 

   

Altar Bread & Wine 

 

 

In Memory of 

Alice & Joseph Rau 

Requested by 

Ann Festa 

 

Serving Your Sacramental Needs 

 
The Sacrament of Baptism 

The Sacrament is celebrated on Sundays at 1:30 PM and on 
the first Saturday of each month.  Parents, please call the 
parish office to arrange a meeting with a priest.   

The Sacrament of Eucharist 

See front cover for mass times.  If you are sick for an 
extended period of time or are homebound, contact the 
parish office to have someone bring Communion to you. 

The Sacrament of Confirmation 

School aged children can prepare for this Sacrament by 
contacting our Faith Formation Office.  Adults who have 
yet to be Confirmed should contact the Parish Office 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation 

As listed on front cover or call the office to see a priest. 

The Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick 

This Sacrament is for the living.  We celebrate this 
Sacrament each Spring and Fall for those who are 
chronically ill, advanced in age, or who are about to 
undergo surgery or hospitalization.  We can arrange the 
Sacrament at other times by calling the Parish Office. 

Emergencies: Call the office to speak to a priest. 

Nighttime emergencies             (631) 538-7219 

The Sacrament of Matrimony 

Bride or Groom please call the office at least six months 
before your desired wedding date to begin preparations for 
marriage.  Please make contact with the parish before 
making other wedding day plans! 

The Sacrament of Holy Orders 

If you feel called to serve in the church as a priest deacon 
or in consecrated religious life, call the office to speak to 
one of the priests or deacons for guidance. 

Interested in possibly becoming Catholic? 

Contact the rectory to arrange a meeting to discuss your 
questions.  We have classes to help people learn about our 
faith and decide if becoming Catholic is best for you.  This 
whole process of inquiry and potential conversion is called 
RCIA—The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults. 

We will respect your personal journey with God! 
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 Arguing the Pro-Life Position, Part Two 
 

Personhood 
 

Another popular pro-abortion argument is “It’s not a person/baby.”  The 
most common comments are “it’s not a person yet,” or “it’s a potential 
life,” or “it’s a blob of cells.”  
 

The blob of cells argument 
 

The science surrounding human gestation and development is becoming 
clearer each year.  The development of new technology has greatly 
enhanced science’s ability to gather, and analyze data.  This fact is mak-
ing any scientific argument harder and harder for the pro-abortion com-
plex to make.  But we have had most of the current information for 
decades, if not longer.  At the moment of fertilization a zygote is creat-
ed.  Critical to this fact is that the zygote has DNA provided by both 
parents, which means that all of the genetic information necessary to 
develop into a full term baby is present.  Gender, hair and eye color, 
size, intelligence, coordination, and any other factor you can think of 
are all determined at that moment.  The baby does not magically TURN 
HUMAN at some nebulous point.  The baby is a distinct person imme-
diately, separate from the mother.  Science describes life as something 
having the capacity to grow, metabolize, respond to stimuli, adapt, and 
reproduce.  The baby in the zygote form possesses all of these qualities.  
At no point is this baby an inanimate blob of cells.  
 

 “It’s a potential Life” 
 

We are either alive, or we are dead.  It seems a somewhat silly argument 
to describe a person as potentially dead, and just as silly to describe 
them as potentially alive.  We either exhibit the qualities of life, or we 
don’t.  The idea of “potential life” presumes that something has the 
ability to, at some point in the future, become alive.  But as our brief 
look at the zygote illustrates, life is present instantaneously.  There is 
growth, metabolic activity, responses to various stimuli, adaptation to 
an environment, and the presence of genetic material necessary for re-
production. 
 

 “It’s not a person yet” 
 

Personhood has traditionally been the crux of the pro-abortion argu-
ment.  If an admission is made that the unborn child is indeed a person, 
then it is harder to justify abortion.  They can argue that when a fetus 
attains a certain size, then it is a person.  But since when does size de-
termine value?  Is a toddler less valuable then a teenager?  What size 
determines our personhood, and who determines that?  They can argue 
that the fetus is a person when it can feel pain, but people with certain 
medical conditions, or under anesthesia, don’t feel pain.  Is it okay to 
kill them?  They can argue that when the baby is born, they are now a 
person, but why does the baby’s physical location or environment deter-
mine their personhood?  They can argue that you can abort a baby until 
it reaches viability, but as we discussed last week, why does dependen-
cy on the mother dictate the baby’s right to live.  If dependency deter-
mines the right to live, then everyone from the age of 18 to 66 do not 
possess that right, and probably many others. 

To build the City of God, we need all of His citizens, and not just those 
deemed convenient, or desirable.  Please pray to help end abortion, and 
restore the respect for life to our great nation.  

The Respect Life Committee wishes you a safe and blessed week!  
 

“Before I formed you in the womb, I knew you…” Jeremiah 1:5 

  

 

 

 

 

Our Prayer and Action 

In Building the City of God 

 
Our Prayer for Financial Well Being is $23,700 in our Sunday 

Offerings (which will be a $5,000 increase over our 2017  

Weekly Average): 
 

Sunday Jan 14, 2018 Collections:  $19,727 

Same Week from Last Year:   $19,269 

Our 2017 Weekly Average Was:  $18,700 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Our Prayer for Evangelization is an increase of 500 new people 

 at Sunday Mass (which will be 2,043 people at Sunday Mass): 
 

Mass Attendance on Sunday Jan 14:           1,821 

Our 2017 Average Mass Attendance:               1,543 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Our Prayer for our St Joseph School Enrollment  

Is 245 Students (which is an increase of 50 Students): 
 

2017/18 Enrollment is currently:         198 

2018/19 Enrollment:                                 in process 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Our Prayer for Parish Vocations is 5 new vocations  

from within St. Joseph Parish 
 

None as yet, but this is always in process    

 



Little Invitations to Say Yes to All Life! 
For the last two weeks our Respect Life Ministry has 
been very present in our church: we saw a video of last 
year’s Respect Life March in Washington DC and all 
were invited to participate in this year’s march, either by 
praying, traveling, or offering financial support for the 
trip.  Thank you to all in our Respect Life Ministry for 
your witness and invitation. 

In the midst of this invitation there were other 
“invitations” to grow in our respect for all life present at 
mass last weekend.  At one mass there was a baby who 
was having a really rough day.   At the sign of peace the 
lector and I quickly said we should pray for that family 
today because the bad day will probably continue long 
after they are home from church. 

After mass a couple of people commented on the noisy 
baby but when I mentioned that we should thank God 
that the family said yes to life and to our faith and that 
we should pray for them today, they all changed their 
tune - thank you for your openness to that little life with 
the big lungs! 

The next mass was a family mass so there were lots and 
lots of kids present and there were plenty of distractions 
at the mass.  But it seemed that everyone was just open 
to the presence of the children and it was a wonderful 
celebration.  I saw one mom in the back with an active 
toddler in her arms.  At Communion, she made it back to 
her family and then dad, took the baby to the back.  That 
was when I noticed that they had three others!  I really 
am in awe of the work that goes into parenting. 

Later at our Spanish mass, a couple came in with a 
bundle wrapped for the cold.  As he warmed up, he 
fussed a little and they took turns standing and walking 
around with him.  He made some noise but was never a 
distraction, just part of the celebration. 

A priest once told a bunch of young priests that we 
should always be open to our young families - they 
arrive a little late?  Look at how flustered and tired mom 
looks and pray for them.  The baby fusses?  Pray for the 
family.  I think he was suggesting that we look at every 
mass as a family mass and be open to the youngest 
members of our family! 

As we actively reach out more and more to young 
families, maybe we can all try to have that attitude of 
openness to the youngest members of our community. 

If there is a young family that sits near you, get to know 
them so that maybe one day you can offer to watch the 
older ones while mom or dad picks up the fussy baby 
and walks to the back of the church for a few minutes - 
that’s the kind of community we are called to be. 

For now, when you hear a baby cry, think of it as a 

special homily about the value of life!   -Fr. Mike 

Let People Know You Are Part of St Joe’s! 
People used to identify more with their parish than with 
their home town.  You can recapture some of that with St 
Joseph Parish Wear.  We cannot afford to keep 
inventory in our parish store.  But you can buy direct 
from Land’s End. 

Go to the Land’s End School link on our website.  Once 
you choose the gender you are shopping for, go to the drop 
down menu called “Grade/Status”.  At the bottom of this 
menu, you will find “Parish wear”.  Click on that and you 
can begin to shop. BUT DON’T SHOP YET! Set up an 
account with your email address and Land’s End will send 
you information about sales - ONLY BUY ON SALE! 

You can get sweatshirts, fleeces, Polos, Hoodies, sweaters 
and a few other things.  There are color choices too.  But 
the best part is, you can get our parish logo on your 
purchase.  That way the whole world will know you are 
part of the best parish in our diocese!  Who knows, maybe 
your “St Joe’s wear” will give you an opportunity to invite 
someone to come with you to mass one Sunday! 

The Cornerstone of St Joseph Church was laid 50 
years ago this summer, but the City of God is 

always being built in us and by us! 

Share Your Story of St Joseph Parish 
We are all part of the ongoing building of the City of God in St 
Joseph Parish.  You may have some sacred memories of St Joe’s 
tucked in your heart. 

Why not share them? 

First, just bring the stories to the surface of your heart and savor 
them.  Then re-tell them to family members.  Who knows what 
chord it will strike in their hearts?  

Then write them down and send them to 
Newevangelization@stjoronk.org.  Please know that if you 
send us a story, you are giving us permission to share it 
(anonymously) so that we can all savor the wonder of our 
shared history and our shared future!  As we share these 
stories we will see that we are all stones in the City of God! 

Honoring Deacon Frank 
As many of you know, 

Deacon Frank Dell’Aglio 

was transferred to St Gerard Majella Parish in 

Port Jefferson Station. 

It happened really quickly and we didn’t get a chance to 
formally say good bye and thank you.  Deacon Frank hit 
the ground running at his new parish so we are not sure if 

we will be able to get him back for a celebration. 

If you would like to send him a note or a card, please drop 
it off at the rectory and we will make sure he gets them all 

along with your prayers! 

mailto:Newevangelization@stjoronk.org
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SHARE MERCY SUNDAY 2018 
January 7th we gathered for fellowship and to accept donations for Parish Outreach from those who kept an Ad-
vent Giving Box. Our thanks to all who participated for your generous donations.  

Mark your calendar for our next Share Mercy Sunday which will be held on February 11th (second Sunday) We 
will have representatives from **UNBOUND speaking at all Masses that weekend. Parishioners will have the oppor-
tunity to Sponsor a child, young adult or elder. Those who are already Sponsors can come down to Carew Hall to write 
letters to the ones they are sponsoring (bring the mailing label provided to you and we’ll take care of the postage!) 
Children may color pictures to be enclosed with letters being sent. There will be a presentation of last year’s trip to El 
Salvador including a slide show , a chance to speak to those who went, and information and opportunity to sign up for 
this year’s trip. 

So come on down, February 11th to Share Mercy Sunday,  

coffee and light refreshments will be served!  

**Unbound partners with families living in poverty, empowering them to become self-sufficient and fulfill their desired potential.  

When you sponsor a child, young adult or elder through Unbound, you invest in personalized benefits that support goals chosen by 
the sponsored individual and their family. And with 92.2 percent of Unbound’s expenses going toward program support, you can 
rest assured your contributions are working hard to meet the needs of your sponsored friend. 



St. Joseph School Open House 
SAVE THE DATE January 28

th
!  ST. JOSEPH SCHOOL will be having an open house from 10am 

to 2pm.  Stop by the school gym to learn about the many exciting things happening at St. Jo-

seph and have any questions you might have about the school answered.  All are welcome. 

 

 

 

 

 

Saint Joseph Parish 

Used Clothing Drive 

We Need Your Used Clothing! 

Come help support St. Joseph Cheer Team 

Saturday, February 3rd  

Drop Off Location: School Gym 

Time: 8:30 am – 9:30 am 

For more information call Jennine Conway:  

631-790-2430 

Defensive 
Driving 

 

 

The defensive driving course will 
be offered at St. Joseph Church 
on Saturday, February 24th in 
Carew Hall from 8:30 am to 3:00 

pm.  Fee is $45.  Please call the rectory at  

588-8456 to reserve your place.  Make checks 
payable to St. Joseph Church. 

Baptismal Ministry 
 

Join us in this joy-filled ministry that welcomes our tiniest new 
Catholics and their families to the Celebration of the Sacrament 
of Baptism.  Every few weeks we need about an hour of your 
time to help the priest or deacon prepare for the celebration and 
to welcome and guide our families to and through the 
celebration.  If you love babies and like to meet happy people 
and welcome them to our parish, this is for YOU! 

We are also in need of volunteers to needle stich 
our   Baptismal Bibs for the infants Baptized here at 

St. Joseph.   
 

If you can help us, please call the 

rectory at 588-8456. 
 

 

Cool Stuff Coming. Mark Your Calendar! 

 
 Sunday Jan 28 St Joseph School Open House 

 Friday Feb 2 Karaoke Night 

 Saturday Feb 3 Used Clothing Drive 

 Sunday Feb 11 Share Mercy Sunday 

Unbound Preacher will be at all masses, current 
sponsors can write to your friend, and you can sign up 

for our Mission Trip to El Salvador this summer 

 Wednesday Feb 14 ASH WEDNESDAY 

 Tuesday Feb 20 “Tasty Tuesday” Dine Around 

 Sunday March 4 Share Mercy Sunday celebrating St 
Baldrick! 

Go to our website to register to have your head shaved - 
get sponsors to help raise money to fight childhood 

cancer! 







—REMEMBER THOSE WHO HAVE DIED— 
our deceased soldiers and all of our  

deceased relatives and friends. 
 

Anthony Vecchio 
 

 

Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord and let perpetual light 
shine upon them. May they rest in peace.. May their souls 
and all the souls of the faithful departed rest in peace. Amen 

 

 

Venturing Events 
In Carew Hall after 5:00 PM Mass 

Venturing is open to men and women age 14 
through 20 who have graduated from 8th 
Grade.  This year's crew plan is jam packed 
with interesting and fun activities here at St. 

Joseph's and "off-campus" as well. 
 

Come to our meeting and check it out. 
 

 Visit our next meeting: 

         January 21st     
              e-mail: Crew272@StJoRonk.org 

      phone: Advisor Mike Keller (631) 872-7675 

What did you do this weekend? 

Cub Scout Pack 272 

Boy Scout Troop 272 

 

St. Joseph’s Cub Scout Pack 272 and Boy Scout Troop 272  
have fun, exciting, educational, character building pro-
grams for boys, age 7 through 17 (first Grade and up).  

 For more information or to enroll your child, 
 contact Dr. Louis Scotti at 656-8428 

or e-mail JoinScouting@StJoRonk.org. 
 

Pack, Troop, and Crew 272 have 

a YEAR-ROUND scouting program. 
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CYO Sport Programs 

http://stjoecyosports.com 

Baseball:    

Intramural (Coed, ages 4-16):      Gene    588-1879 

Travel *  (Boys)         Vinny   543-4100       

Basketball:  

Girls (koolmom4d@msn.com)     Debbie  467-6174 

Clinic Division (Coed Grades K-2)   Nick     585-7723    

Boys Grades 3-12)                 Vinny   543-4100 

Travel*                                       Vinny   543-4100 

Track:     

Boys & Girls, Grades K-8        Jerry    585-4048 

 Soccer : 

Intramural Boys & Girls(ages 3-13)    Joe 585-0748 

                                                              jcaiola@fast.net 

Travel (LIJSL):                                    Rob  721-8831 

Softball:                                              Dennis 467-6174 

 

 

 

 

Peter Joseph Gugliotta 

Ava Rose Malczynski 

 

St. Joseph  
Parish Gift Shoppe 
For your convenience the Parish Gift 

Shoppe will be open after all Masses  

on the weekend of  

Share Mercy Sundays. 
We are located in the Lobby outside Ca-

rew Hall. You are cordially invited to 
stop in and see the variety of items, rea-

sonably priced,  

for all occasions.  






