February 18, 2018 — First Sunday of Lent

February 18, 2018
Serving Your Sacramental Needs
The Sacrament of Baptism
The Sacrament is celebrated on Sundays at 1:30 PM and on
the first Saturday of each month. Parents, please call the
parish office to arrange a meeting with a priest.
The Sacrament of Eucharist
See front cover for mass times. If you are sick for an
extended period of time or are homebound, contact the
parish office to have someone bring Communion to you.
The Sacrament of Confirmation
School aged children can prepare for this Sacrament by
contacting our Faith Formation Office. Adults who have
yet to be Confirmed should contact the Parish Office
The Sacrament of Reconciliation
As listed on front cover or call the office to see a priest.
The Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick
This Sacrament is for the living. We celebrate this
Sacrament each Spring and Fall for those who are
chronically ill, advanced in age, or who are about to
undergo surgery or hospitalization. We can arrange the
Sacrament at other times by calling the Parish Office.
Emergencies: Call the office to speak to a priest.
Nighttime emergencies
(631) 538-7219
The Sacrament of Matrimony
Bride or Groom please call the office at least six months
before your desired wedding date to begin preparations for
marriage. Please make contact with the parish before
making other wedding day plans!
The Sacrament of Holy Orders
If you feel called to serve in the church as a priest deacon
or in consecrated religious life, call the office to speak to
one of the priests or deacons for guidance.
Interested in possibly becoming Catholic?
Contact the rectory to arrange a meeting to discuss your
questions. We have classes to help people learn about our
faith and decide if becoming Catholic is best for you. This
whole process of inquiry and potential conversion is called
RCIA—The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults.
We will respect your personal journey with God!

Altar Bread & Wine
In Memory of
Angela Incompo
Requested by
Loving Sister Antonia
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Mass Intentions for the Week
Sunday, Feb. 18 (First Sunday in Lent)
7:00
For the People of the Parish
9:00
Dec’d. Mbrs. of St. Regis K or C & Columbiettes, Howard
Reynolds (The Napolitano Family), Samuel Coleman
(Delovan Brown & Family) Elizabeth Yosh (Mr. & Mrs.
L. Riccardelli & Family), Millie D’Agostino (Lucy & Joe),
Larry Miceli (Ann & Patrick Farley)
10:30 Jacob Lamm (Mike & Monika Curry)
12:00 For the People of the Parish
5:00
John Joseph Cummings (Betsy & Brian Dinger)
6:30
Spanish Mass
Monday, Feb. 19 (President’s Day)
7:00
Kimberly Galluzzo (Silvia Comiskey)
9:00
Anthony DiTomasso (Joette, Nancy & Susie)
Tuesday, Feb. 20
7:00
For the People of the Parish
8:45
Vicente Celis (Emma Butiu & Family)
Wednesday, Feb. 21
7:00
Joseph & Helen Onufrak (Loving Family)
9:00
Kathleen Pagliuca (Loving Family)
Thursday, Feb. 22
7:00
Steven Casserly (Silvia Comiskey)
9:00
Mr. & Mrs. George J. Raab Jr. (Loving Family)
Friday, Feb. 23
7:00
For the People of the Parish
9:00
Jane M. Favale
Saturday, Feb. 24
8:00
For the People of the Parish
5:00
Lee & Dominick Caccappolo (Loving Family), Ryan
Blair (Rhonda & David Blair), Linda Lyons (Mickey &
Arline), Efrain Lozada (Lisa Jacobs & Harvey Glick)
Sunday, Feb. 25 (Second Sunday of Lent)
7:00
For the People of the Parish
9:00
Fred Zontrilli (Ann & Mike DeBellis)
10:30 Gail Giordano (Sean Hyland), John Reynolds (Diana
Hinton), Gregg Speciale (The Vento Family), Luningning
Pasion (The Vento Family), William Buckley (Norma
Saporito), Dairen Clark (Peaches, Linda & Larry)
12:00 Anna & Gasper Crimaudo (Loving Family)
5:00
Joseph Stelmokas (Carol Kamen)
6:30
Spanish Mass

OUR LITURGY
In the reading from Genesis, God establishes a covenant
with Noah, declaring the rainbow as the reminder to all his
people. In the second reading, we hear that the eight who
had been saved by the water in the story of Noah prefigure
our baptism which saves us now. In Mark’s Gospel, Jesus
begins his Galilean ministry by proclaiming the need to
repent and believe.
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Respect Life
Pam Tebow and the 2018 March for Life
January 19th marked the 45th March For Life in Washington D.C.
With attendance estimated by organizers at 100,000 people, the
March is consistently one of the most widely attended protests in
the country; and as usual, the event went almost completely unreported in the media. Any other event drawing that many attendees would be headline news, but unfortunately the media
does not deem the event as news worthy, regardless of the fact
that just about half the country supports what the event stands
for. The event not only protests the existence of legal abortion in
our country, but it also serves as a time to grieve for the lost
lives, lives that should be here with us, enjoying the blessings of
God the Father, and striving to live out His plan for them. There
were several important speakers, including President Trump,
who was the first sitting president to ever address the March in
person.
Also speaking to the crowd was Pam Tebow, mother of ex-NFL
quarterback Tim Tebow. Pam shared her story of her pregnancy
with Tim. It was not a storybook situation, to say the least.
“From the beginning, it was a difficult pregnancy,” she said.
“Tim had a tumor, so the nurse said she needed to abort him
‘immediately’ or she would die in childbirth,” Pam recounted.
She said that because of her “love for life in the womb” she refused to have an abortion.
She talked about her husband’s faith, and how he prayed to God
for support, telling her listeners that her husband said “Lord, if
you give us a son, we’ll name him Timothy, which means honoring God.” “Human Life International did research and estimated
that at least 12 Heisman Trophy winners have been aborted since
Roe v. Wade,” she said. “love prevented our son from being
number 13.”
She also talked about a commercial she and Tim made after he
graduated from the University of Florida. It was for the Super
Bowl, and it was made with the conservative organization Focus
on Family. She said it was a “funny and simple” commercial,
and “thanks to our noisy opponents and the ever present media,
the message got out.” In a survey conducted by Barna group of
1,001 people who saw the commercial at the time, they estimated
that approximately 5.5 million people re-thought their position
on abortion. Pam also stated that both she and Tim have held
babies saved by that commercial. She also told the story of a
teacher who saw the commercial. She re-watched it 25 times,
and on the 25th time she decided not to abort her baby. She had a
little girl and named her Aveda. Aveda means life!
“Before I formed you in the womb, I knew you…
” Jeremiah 1:5

Our Prayer and Action
In Building the City of God
Our Prayer for Financial Well Being is $23,700 in our Sunday Offerings (which will be a $5,000 increase over our 2017 Weekly Average):
Sunday Feb 11, 2018 Collections:
$19,943
Same Week from Last Year:
$16,110
Our 2017 Weekly Average Was:

$18,700

Our Prayer for Evangelization is an increase of 500 new people
at Sunday Mass (which will be 2,043 people at Sunday Mass):

Mass Attendance on Sunday Feb 11th:

1,585

Our 2017 Average Mass Attendance:

1,543

Our Prayer for our St Joseph School Enrollment
Is 245 Students (which is an increase of 50 Students):

2017/18 Enrollment is currently:
2018/19 Enrollment:

199
in process

Our Prayer for Parish Vocations is 5 new vocations
from within St. Joseph Parish
None as yet, but this is always

in process

Repair & Maint. Collection for Februray
Total Collected July 2017 – Feb. 2018
Spending on Repair & Maint. Items
Amount Spent in Excess of Collections

$ 3,809
$31,371
$52,100
($20,729)

Do you Knit? Crochet?
The Respect Life Ministry will be collecting diapers and
baby items for mothers in need in May. If you’d like to
make something special, now’s a great time to get
started! Handmade blankets and sweaters are always
appreciated at Birthright and the Life Center, so

thank you in advance for sharing your talents with
others. More details about the collection will be
forthcoming.

Respect Life Committee
The next meeting of the Respect Life Committee will be held
Saturday, March 3 at 9:30am in the basement of the rectory. New
members are always welcome!

By Our Loving Service and Works of
Mercy…

Our Next Share Mercy Sunday could be
called “Shave Mercy Sunday!”

Our Sunday celebrations have gotten a little more beautiful in
the past month or so. We began asking our parishioners to join
in the reading (praying) of our Parish Mission Statement
before mass. Hearing that before mass, and joining in that
moment reminds me that we are all in this project called
“Christianity” together. We all have different concerns on any
given weekend, but we have a common responsibility of being
missionary disciples and we choose to live that responsibility
through our loving service and works of mercy.
Last weekend we had an opportunity to share a work of mercy
when Fr. Bob Bonnot came to visit us from Unbound. In his
Thank You note, he said, It was a blessing for me and, I hope,
a blessing for all of you. I am certain that it was a blessing for
the 48 children and elders who are now being sponsored by St
Joseph parishioners. With the 128 sponsorships in 2010, and
99 in 2014, that brings your parish total to 275! That’s
sharing mercy!
You have helped free them from what prevents their full human
development and robs them of their God-given dignity. If you
were unable to commit to a sponsorship while I was with you,
you can do so by using the UNBOUND insert included in your
bulletin, by calling UNBOUND at 800-875-6564, or by
visiting our website at www.unbound.org. Again, thank you
and God bless.
May God continue to bless St. Joseph Parish and parishioners,
for you are a blessing to others. May we all continue to glorify
God by our lives.
In Christ, Fr. Bob

On Sunday, March 4, we are working with St Baldrick’s
Foundation to fight childhood cancer.
We set a parish goal of raising $3,000 toward this cause and we
have already reached that goal. But I would like to see a goal of
25 “shavees” in this head shaving event. We currently have 10.
This work of mercy is a great way to witness to God’s love. Two
things happen when you get your head shaved:
You raise money to fight childhood cancer by asking friends
and family to sponsor you to get your head shaved.
You are walking in solidarity with a child who has lost his or
her hair to cancer treatments.
Hopefully, every time you look in the mirror, you are given a
reminder of what you did so you will pray for cancer patients.
It also gives you a great opportunity to be a missionary disciple.
Like, putting ashes on our heads, it is kind of a public act of
penance. But it also gives you many chances to answer questions
about why you did this - in other words it gives plenty of
opportunities to share Jesus with people.
It would be great to see God’s light shining off of the heads of
many of our parishioners (men and women) in church throughout
the rest of the season of Lent!
To join this work of mercy, go to our website:
stjosephronkonkoma.org. Go to the St Baldrick link and click
“Join us.” The St Baldrick website will guide you from there.

Lent Events

Join Us On A Journey of Mercy!

Lent is a time to deepen our relationship with Jesus. We fast
in order to make room for God’s love and to strengthen our
hunger for that love.
The following prayer opportunities are available to our
parishioners during Lent (and into the Easter Season):
All Lent: Place your burdens on the cross in our sanctuary
- pray for all those who have done the same thing.
March 4: Join in the work of mercy for children with
cancer at our St Baldrick’s event.
March 10: 11:00 AM Anointing Mass for healing. Bring
your burdens to the cross and allow Christ to heal them.
March 20: Lenten evening of recollection beginning at
7:00 PM
March 26: Reconciliation available in all churches from
3:00 - 9:00 PM
Go to our website: http://stjosephronkonkoma.org/lentenresources/ for other Lenten resources
April 1 Easter Sunday: Sunrise mass at 6:15 AM
April 23 - 25 Parish Easter Retreat on Faith, Hope and
Love! Led by our deacons!

- Fr. Mike

St Joseph Parish is traveling to El Salvador with Unbound on a
special Awareness Trip (AT)
Leave Saturday, July 28
Return Friday, August 3
Cost of trip
Unbound: $650 (for in country travel, food & lodging)
Cost of Travel
Flight: approximately $750
Incidentals (Van to airport, T-shirts, entry visa) $100
Total cost: Approximately $1,500
How do I sign up?
Bring your application and a photocopy of your passport to St
Joseph Parish with $200 deposit by February 28. We keep
copies of your paperwork and mail originals to Unbound.
Applications & more info at Rectory
There is an information meeting on Monday, Feb 26 at 7:00 in
the Rectory Basement
$100 will be sent to Unbound with your application. Unbound
will contact you about paying the balance ($550) by 90 days
before the trip (April 28)
The other $100 covers our incidental expenses.
Each traveler is responsible for his/her own travel arrangements
through M&M Travel (631) 569-2620 mandmtravel@aol.com
Avianca Flight 571 (July 28) Avianca Flight 570 (August 3)

Family Mass
At St. Joseph
Next Mass: Saturday, March 3, 5PM

HOW CHILDREN CAN GET INVOLVED
Children’s Choir Members
Contact: Mike Keller
MikeKeller@StJoRonk.org

Altar Servers
Contact: Ed Grieb
EdGrieb@StJoRonk.org

Lectors
Contact: Anne DiNero
Annedinero1@gmail.com

We believe that we celebrate Mass as a family and
that our youth are an integral part of the parish
family.
So it is in this sense of ‘family’ that we invite our
youth from all of our programs: Faith Formation,

Baptismal Ministry
Join us in this joy-filled ministry that
welcomes our tiniest new Catholics and their
families to the Celebration of the Sacrament
of Baptism. Every few weeks we need about
an hour of your time to help the priest or
deacon prepare for the celebration and to
welcome and guide our families to and
through the celebration. If you love babies
and like to meet happy people and welcome
them to our parish, this is for YOU!
We are also in need of volunteers to needle
stich our Baptismal Bibs for the
infants Baptized here at St.
Joseph.
If you can help us, please call the
rectory at 588-8456.

Welcome Greeters
Contact: Michele Nappi
Michele@StJoRonk.org

Gift Bearers
Please speak to the Ushers at Mass

LECTORS WANTED!
To parishioners of Confirmation age or older:
Are you reasonably comfortable addressing large groups?
Do you speak and read clearly – with confidence, strength, passion, and certain knowledge of what you speak or say?
Do you feel a calling – yes, a vocation – to become God's instrument to proclaim His Word to His people?
Do you believe you can truly bring Scripture alive to the listener;
and are you willing to spend a half-hour or more of practice
(before each assignment) to assure a smooth, effective, and
vibrant proclamation?
If your answer to all of the above is "Yes," then your parish
needs you!
On an evening in mid-March, a two-hour Lector Training session
will be held in the rectory.
Interested? Call Greg Walsh at 585-4524.
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St Joseph Parish Fitness With Jesus Sessions
Sessions are held on Saturday, 9:00am in the Lower Rectory
February 17, 24, March 3, 10, 17, and 24
You, like so many people may have already forgotten your New Year resolutions.
But, our faith teaches us that it’s never too late and we can always begin again.
One of the most popular resolutions is to develop a healthier lifestyle. Healthy living creates wellness in spirit, mind
and body which strengthens our very being and enhances our relationship with God and others. Improved whole person health enables us to use our God-given talents to make a difference in our world. So… join us as we cheer each
other on and strengthen our relationship with God and one another.
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Cub Scout Pack 272
Boy Scout Troop 272
St. Joseph’s Cub Scout Pack 272 and Boy Scout Troop 272
have fun, exciting, educational, character building programs for boys, age 7 through 17 (first Grade and up).
For more information or to enroll your child,
contact Dr. Louis Scotti at 656-8428
or e-mail JoinScouting@StJoRonk.org.

Pack, Troop, and Crew 272 have
a YEAR-ROUND scouting program.

CYO Sport Programs
http://stjoecyosports.com
Baseball:
Intramural (Coed, ages 4-16):
Gene
588-1879
Travel * (Boys)
Vinny
543-4100
Basketball:
Girls (koolmom4d@msn.com)
Debbie
467-6174
Clinic Division (Coed Grades K-2) Nick
585-7723
Boys Grades 3-12)
Vinny
543-4100
Travel*
Vinny
543-4100
Track:
Boys & Girls, Grades K-8
Jerry 585-4048
Soccer :
Intramural Boys & Girls(ages 3-13) Joe 585-0748
jcaiola@fast.net
Travel (LIJSL):
Rob
721-8831
Softball:
Dennis 467-6174

Venturing Events
In Carew Hall after 5:00 PM Mass
Venturing is open to men and women age 14
through 20 who have graduated from 8th
Grade. This year's crew plan is jam packed
with interesting and fun activities here at St.
Joseph's and "off-campus" as well.
Come to our meeting and check it out.
Visit our next meeting:
February 25, 2018
e-mail: Crew272@StJoRonk.org
phone: Advisor Mike Keller (631) 872-7675

What did you do this weekend?

—REMEMBER THOSE WHO HAVE DIED—
our deceased soldiers and all of our
deceased relatives and friends.
Jose Vilmenay
Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord and let perpetual light
shine upon them. May they rest in peace.. May their souls
and all the souls of the faithful departed rest in peace. Amen

Did you pick up our parish Christmas gift to
you, Perfectly Yourself by Matthew Kelly?
Have you read it yet? Wouldn’t it be marvelous if we all
were perfectly ourselves? Image how the Kingdom of God
would grow. Interested in discussing how we can help
each other be perfectly ourselves? How about meeting on
Tuesday morning at 10 am or Thursday evening at 7 p m.
Please contact Michele Nappi: michele@stjoronk.org or
call 631 981-1805 to see if we can grow together.

Collis Elena Guadron

Defensive Driving
The defensive driving course will be
offered at St. Joseph Church on
Saturday, February 24th in Carew Hall
from 8:30 am to 3:00 pm. Fee is $45.
Please call the rectory at 588-8456 to
reserve your place. Make checks payable to St.
Joseph Church.

