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OUR LITURGY 
 
In the first reading, Abraham is willing to make the 
ultimate sacrifice of surrendering his son to the Lord.  
Saint Paul reminds the Romans that having God with them 
will allow them to face any challenge. In the Gospel, the 
disciples realize that Jesus is the fulfillment of the law 
after he is transfigured before them. 

Mass Intentions for the Week 

 
 

Sunday, Feb. 25 (Second  Sunday in Lent) 

7:00  For the People of the Parish 

9:00  Fred Zontrilli (Ann & Mike DeBellis) 

10:30     Gail Giordano (Sean Hyland), John Reynolds (Diane 

  Hinton), Gregg Speciale (The Vento Family), Luningning 

  Pasion (The Vento Family), William Buckley (Norma 

  Saporito), Darien Clark (Peaches, Linda & Larry) 

12:00  Anna & Gasper Crimaudo (Loving Family) 

5:00  Joseph Stelmokas (Carol Kamen) 

6:30  Spanish Mass 

Monday, Feb. 26 

  7:00      Sidley F. Wilson (The Marquez Family) 

  9:00      Thomas M. Murphy (The Dinero Family) 

Tuesday, Feb. 27 

  7:00   James Heiman (Sister Helen) 

  8:45   Gilbert Anthony Marchany III (The Marchany Family) 

 Wednesday, Feb. 28 

 7:00       William J. Kelleher Sr. (Loving Family) 

 9:00   Police Officer Michael Melchiona (Loving Brother) 

   Francesca Gallo (Loving Grandparents) 

Thursday, March 1 

7:00        John Madson (Silva Comiskey) 

9:00   Araceli Manalo (Loving Children) 

Friday, March 2 

7:00  Lance Corporal Jacob Lamm (Lorraine & Linda) 

9:00  Liana Ferrante (Giulio & Sally Ferrante) 

Saturday, March 3 

8:00       Angelo & Theresa DeFilippo (Marie DeFilippo) 

5:00  Godofredo Alcantara (Loving Wife, Son & Grandson), 

  Richard Fahey (Loving Family), Marie Foy (Loving 

  Children), Dennis Foy (Loving Children), For the 

  People of the Parish 

Sunday,  March 4 (Third Sunday of Lent) 

7:00  John Stankevicius (The DeLouisa Family) 

9:00  Eileen Morgan (Mr. & Mrs. P. Riccardelli),  

10:30  LCPL Jacob Lamm (Mr. & Mrs. R. Kelly) 

12:00  John Scanlon (Jean Castrogiovanni), Kim Marrero 

  (Maureen & Selina Alfonso), Francis Antonawich 

  (Jordan Ahmed & Family), John Thompson (The DeLouisa 

  Family), Stephen Smith (Jason Kuhlken) 

5:00  Matthew Wurtz (Stephen Ryan) 

6:30  Spanish Mass  

Altar Bread & Wine 

 

 

In Memory of 

Carol A. Walsh 

Requested by 

Greg 

 

Serving Your Sacramental Needs 

 
The Sacrament of Baptism 

The Sacrament is celebrated on Sundays at 1:30 PM and on 
the first Saturday of each month.  Parents, please call the 
parish office to arrange a meeting with a priest.   

The Sacrament of Eucharist 

See front cover for mass times.  If you are sick for an 
extended period of time or are homebound, contact the 
parish office to have someone bring Communion to you. 

The Sacrament of Confirmation 

School aged children can prepare for this Sacrament by 
contacting our Faith Formation Office.  Adults who have 
yet to be Confirmed should contact the Parish Office 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation 

As listed on front cover or call the office to see a priest. 

The Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick 

This Sacrament is for the living.  We celebrate this 
Sacrament each Spring and Fall for those who are 
chronically ill, advanced in age, or who are about to 
undergo surgery or hospitalization.  We can arrange the 
Sacrament at other times by calling the Parish Office. 

Emergencies: Call the office to speak to a priest. 

Nighttime emergencies             (631) 538-7219 

The Sacrament of Matrimony 

Bride or Groom please call the office at least six months 
before your desired wedding date to begin preparations for 
marriage.  Please make contact with the parish before 
making other wedding day plans! 

The Sacrament of Holy Orders 

If you feel called to serve in the church as a priest deacon 
or in consecrated religious life, call the office to speak to 
one of the priests or deacons for guidance. 

Interested in possibly becoming Catholic? 

Contact the rectory to arrange a meeting to discuss your 
questions.  We have classes to help people learn about our 
faith and decide if becoming Catholic is best for you.  This 
whole process of inquiry and potential conversion is called 
RCIA—The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults. 

We will respect your personal journey with God! 
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Do you Knit? Crochet? 
The Respect Life Ministry will be collecting diapers and 
baby items for mothers in need in May.  If you’d like to 
make something special, now’s a great time to get start-
ed! Handmade blankets and sweaters are always appre-

ciated at Birthright and the Life Center, so thank you 
in advance for sharing your talents with others. 
More details about the collection will be forthcom-

ing.  

Respect Life Committee  

The next meeting of the Respect Life Committee will be held 
Saturday, March 3 at 9:30am in the basement of the rectory.  New 

members are always welcome!   

 Debunking 5 late-term abortion myths of pro-abortion senators 
(Excerpts of an article by Rebecca Downs, February 8th, 2018 in 
www.liveaction.org) 
Recently, the U.S. Senate failed to allow the Pain-Capable Unborn Pro-
tection Act to proceed.  Thus, the U.S. remains one of seven nations 
which allows completely unrestricted elective abortions past 20 weeks 
(other countries include North Korea, China, Viet Nam, and Singapore) .  
While support for protecting pain-capable preborn children is high, pro-
abortion senators promoted several myths or inaccuracies about late 
term abortion. 
Myth #1: Late term abortion is done mainly because of fetal abnor-
malities 
Many pro-abortion senators dismissed the legislation as unnecessary, 
because of their misleading claim that late-term abortions are rare.  They 
argue against the bill, because of how it would affect women seeking 
abortion for fetal abnormalities. A fetal abnormality is not a common 
reason for late-term abortion.  The reasons are more likely to be socioec-
onomic, similar to why women have abortions earlier. 
Myth #2: Life-affirming pregnancy management options constitute 
an abortion 
Senator Maize Hirono (D-Hawaii) claimed a woman in Texas was de-
nied an abortion at 22 weeks when her water broke, because doctors did 
not counsel her about an “immediate delivery.”  When a woman’s water 
broke in Hawaii at 22 weeks, Hirono described her as having had an 
abortion.  But while the child did not survive, the delivery performed 
was not an abortion.  It is dangerous, inaccurate, and disingenuous to 
equate life-affirming pregnancy management as abortions. 
Myth #3: By undermining Roe v. Wade, this legislation would have 
women turning to back alley abortions 
The warning of turning to back alley abortion rears its ugly head each 
time abortion is discussed.  Senator Patty Murray (D-Wash.) complained 
the Senate was “still voting on whether we should turn back the clock 
and put women’s lives at risk.”  The truth is that most abortions before 
Roe v. Wade were committed by doctors, Planned Parenthood acknowl-
edged.  The late Dr. Bernard Nathanson, co-founder of NARAL, who 
committed abortions before becoming pro-life, admitted death statistics 
were grossly exaggerated to push for support and legalization. 
Myth #4: The legislation is extreme, cruel, partisan, and unpopular 
This was perhaps the most common theme among pro-abortion senators, 
with several of them using the terms extreme, and cruel, multiple times.  
They characterized the bill as ideological, and political theater, with Sen. 
Warren (D-Mass.) saying that Republican politicians wanted to score 
political points at the expense of women and their families.  All these 
senators failed to acknowledge how the bill enjoyed bipartisan support.  
Sen. Sasse (R-Neb.) pointed out that the legislation enjoyed large sup-
port among the American people. 
Myth #5: Voting to protect pain-capable preborn babies is a waste 
of time 
Many pro-abortion senators expressed that voting to protect babies is a 
waste of “precious” and “valuable” time. Are these babies not 
“precious” and “valuable?”  We know they are.  Hopefully enough of 
the Senate soon knows, so that the president may sign such com-
monsense legislation into law. 
 

As Catholics, we are morally obligated to defend life at all its stages.  
We are making some progress in our fight.  There has been a decrease in 
abortions each of the past three years, but we still have a long way to go.  
Please consider coming to the next Respect Life Ministry meeting, 
March 3rd, at 9:30 in the rectory basement.  We need your help! 

The Respect Life Committee wishes you a safe and blessed week! 
 
“Before I formed you in the womb, I knew you…” Jeremiah 1:5 

Our Prayer and Action 

In Building the City of God 
Our Prayer for Financial Well Being is $23,700 in our Sunday Offer-
ings 

(which will be a $5,000 increase over our 2017 Weekly Average): 

Sunday Feb 18, 2018 Collections:  $19,234 

Same Week from Last Year:   $19,709 

Our Prayer for Evangelization is an increase of 500 new people 

 at Sunday Mass (which will be 2,043 people at Sunday Mass): 

Mass Attendance on Sunday Feb 18th:        1,591 

Our Prayer for our St Joseph School Enrollment  

Is 245 Students (which is an increase of 50 Students): 

2017/18 Enrollment is currently:         199 

Our Prayer for Parish Vocations is 5 new vocations  

from within St. Joseph Parish 

Ash Wed Collection (used for R&M)     $  3,158 

Total Collected July 2017 – Feb. 2018    $34,529 

Spending on Repair & Maint. Items    $52,100 

Amount Spent in Excess of Collection    ($17,571) 

Our 2017 Weekly Average Was:           $18,700 

Our 2017 Average Mass Attendance:          1,543 

2018/19 Enrollment:                               in process 

None as yet, but this is always in process 



Lent:  A Time to Abandon Ourselves to God 
This prayer of self abandonment was written by Blessed 
Charles de Foucauld.  It mighty be a helpful prayer during 
Lent as we all try to let go of our will in order to see and do 
God’s will in our lives. 

 

Father, 

I abandon myself into your hands; 

do with me what you will. 

Whatever you may do, I thank you: 

I am ready for all, I accept all. 

Let only your will be done in me, and in all your 
creatures.  I wish no more than this O Lord. 

Into your hands I commend my soul; 

I offer it to you with all the love of my heart, 

For I love you, Lord, 

And so need to give myself, 

To surrender myself into your hands, 

Without reserve, 

and with boundless confidence, 

For you are my Father. 

Our Next Share Mercy Sunday could be 
called “Shave Mercy Sunday!” 

On Sunday, March 4, we are working with St Baldrick’s 
Foundation to fight childhood cancer. 

We set a parish goal of raising $3,000 toward this cause and 
we have already reached that goal.  But I would like to see a 
goal of 25 “shavees” in this head shaving event.  We currently 
have 10. 

This work of mercy is a great way to witness to God’s love.  
Two things happen when you get your head shaved: 

 You raise money to fight childhood cancer by asking 
friends and family to sponsor you to get your head 
shaved. 

 You are walking in solidarity with a child who has lost his 
or her hair to cancer treatments. 

Hopefully, every time you look in the mirror, you are given a 
reminder of what you did so you will pray for cancer patients. 

It also gives you a great opportunity to be a missionary 
disciple.  Like, putting ashes on our heads, it is kind of a 
public act of penance.  But it also gives you many chances to 
answer questions about why you did this - in other words it 
gives plenty of opportunities to share Jesus with people. 

It would be great to see God’s light shining off of the heads of 
many of our parishioners (men and women) in church 
throughout the rest of the season of Lent! 

To join this work of mercy, go to our website: 
stjosephronkonkoma.org.  Go to the St Baldrick link and click 
“Join us.”  The St Baldrick website will guide you from there. 

- Fr. Mike 

Lent Events 

Lent is a time to deepen our relationship with Jesus.  We fast 
in order to make room for God’s love and to strengthen our 
hunger for that love. 

The following prayer opportunities are available to our 
parishioners during Lent (and into the Easter Season): 

 All Lent: Place your burdens on the cross in our sanctuary 
- pray for all those who have done the same thing. 

 Fridays in Lent: Stations of the Cross.  Led by deacons 
and by different groups in the parish.  All are welcome! 

 March 4: Join in the work of mercy for children with 
cancer at our St Baldrick’s event. 

 March 10: 11:00 AM Anointing Mass for healing.  Bring 
your burdens to the cross and allow Christ to heal them. 

 March 20: Lenten evening of recollection beginning at 
7:00 PM 

 March 26: Reconciliation available in all churches from 
3:00 - 9:00 PM 

 Go to our website: http://stjosephronkonkoma.org/lenten-
resources/ for other Lenten resources 

 April 1 Easter Sunday: Sunrise mass at 6:15 AM 

 April 23 - 25 Parish Easter Retreat on Faith, Hope and 
Love!  Led by our deacons! 

Join Us On A Journey of Mercy! 
St Joseph Parish is traveling to El Salvador with Unbound on a 

special Awareness Trip (AT) 

Leave Saturday, July 28      Return Friday, August 3 

Cost of trip 

Unbound: $650 (for in country travel, food & lodging) 

Cost of Travel 

Flight: approximately $750 

Incidentals (Van to airport, T-shirts, entry visa) $100 

Total cost: Approximately $1,500 

How do I sign up? 

Bring your application and a photocopy of your passport to St 
Joseph Parish with $200 deposit by February 28.  We keep 

copies of your paperwork and mail originals to Unbound.  
Applications & more info at Rectory 

There is an information meeting on Monday, Feb 26 at 
7:00 in the Rectory Basement 

$100 will be sent to Unbound with your application.  Unbound 
will contact you about paying the balance ($550) by 90 days 

before the trip (April 28) 

The other $100 covers our incidental expenses. 

Each traveler is responsible for his/her own travel 
arrangements through M&M Travel (631) 569-2620 

mandmtravel@aol.com  

Avianca Flight 571 (July 28)     Avianca Flight 570 (August 3) 

Take these words from God with you this Lent: You are my 
beloved.  In you I am well pleased.  Jesus took them with 

him into the desert! 

http://stjosephronkonkoma.org/lenten-resources/
http://stjosephronkonkoma.org/lenten-resources/
mailto:mandmtravel@aol.com




Baptismal Ministry 
 

Join us in this joy-filled ministry that 
welcomes our tiniest new Catholics and their 
families to the Celebration of the Sacrament 
of Baptism.  Every few weeks we need about 
an hour of your time to help the priest or 
deacon prepare for the celebration and to 
welcome and guide our families to and 
through the celebration.  If you love babies 
and like to meet happy people and welcome 

them to our parish, this is for YOU! 
 

We are also in need of volunteers to needle 
stich our   Baptismal Bibs for the 
infants Baptized here at St. 

Joseph.   

 

If you can help us, please call the 

rectory at 588-8456. 

Family Mass 
At St. Joseph 

Next Mass: Saturday, March 3, 5PM 
 

 

 

HOW CHILDREN CAN GET IN-
VOLVED 

 

Children’s Choir Members 
Contact: Mike Keller 

MikeKeller@StJoRonk.org 
 

Altar Servers 
Contact: Ed Grieb 

EdGrieb@StJoRonk.org 

 

Lectors 
Contact: Anne DiNero 

Annedinero1@gmail.com 

 

Welcome Greeters 
Contact: Michele Nappi 

Michele@StJoRonk.org 

 

Gift Bearers 
Please speak to the Ushers at Mass 

We believe that we celebrate Mass as a family and 
that our youth are an integral part of the parish 
family. 
So it is in this sense of ‘family’ that we invite our 

youth from all of our programs: Faith Formation, 

 
LECTORS WANTED! 

 

To parishioners of Confirmation age or older: 
 

Are you reasonably comfortable addressing large groups? 
 

Do you speak and read clearly – with confidence, strength, pas-
sion, and certain knowledge of what you speak or say? 

 

Do you feel a calling – yes, a vocation – to become God's instru-
ment to proclaim His Word to His people? 

 

Do you believe you can truly bring Scripture alive to the listener; 
and are you willing to spend a half-hour or more of practice 
(before each assignment) to assure a smooth, effective, and 
vibrant proclamation? 

 
If your answer to all of the above is "Yes," then your parish 
needs you! 
 

On an evening in mid-March, a two-hour Lector Training session 
will be held in the rectory. 

 
Interested? Call Greg Walsh at 585-4524. 

mailto:MikeKeller@StJoRonk.org
mailto:EdGrieb@StJoRonk.org
mailto:Annedinero1@gmail.com
mailto:Michele@StJoRonk.org
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SAVE THE DATE -- APRIL 28, 2018 

ST. JOSEPH ANNUAL BACKWARD DRAWING AND DINNER 
 

THIS YEAR WE WILL FEATURE A SPAGHETTI DINNER (WITH MEATBALLS, SALAD AND WINE/BEER) 
TICKET REQUEST FORMS WILL BE AVAILABLE IN UPCOMING BULLETINS AND ALSO MAILED HOME 

       ONLY 400 TICKETS WILL BE SOLD                       
 DINNER FOR 2 INCLUDED WITH THE $100 RAFFLE TICKET 

We are pleased to offer a Sensory-
Friendly Mass at 3 pm on the 
second Sunday of the month, so 
families who have children with 
special needs can attend Mass 
together! We provide a monitored 
space set up with various items to 

help facilitate an easier experience for you and your family. The next mass 
will take place on March 11 in the basement of the rectory.  Since space is 
limited if you plan to attend, we would appreciate if you would contact Rachel 
and let her know.  Email: rachcaz@gmail.com; phone: 631-521-1425.  

 

 

               

 

     1st Prize - $1,000: #  131     Kenneth Aiello                                                               

     2nd Prize - $500: #   181 Rosemary McMenamin & 

        Rita Devlin 

     3rd Prize - $300: #  33  Ruth Haines    

     4th Prize - $125: #  200 Jeanne Poissant    

   

5th Prize – Ticket for next round (April ) $75 value):  #31  Tamanda McCauley   



St Joseph Parish Fitness With Jesus Sessions  
 

Sessions are held on Saturday, 9:00am in the Lower Rectory  

 March 3, 10, 17, and 24 
You, like so many people may have already forgotten your New Year resolutions.  

But, our faith teaches us that it’s never too late and we can always begin again. 
 

One of the most popular resolutions is to develop a healthier lifestyle.  Healthy living creates wellness in spirit, mind 

and body which strengthens our very being and enhances our relationship with God and others.  Improved whole per-

son health enables us to use our God-given talents to make a difference in our world.  So… join us as we cheer each 

other on and strengthen our relationship with God and one another.   



—REMEMBER THOSE WHO HAVE DIED— 
our deceased soldiers and all of our  

deceased relatives and friends. 
Patricia Pfeiffer, Helen Sarkowicz, Framces Cunningham 

 

Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord and let perpetual light 
shine upon them. May they rest in peace.. May their souls 
and all the souls of the faithful departed rest in peace. Amen 

 

 

Venturing Events 
In Carew Hall after 5:00 PM Mass 

Venturing is open to men and women age 14 
through 20 who have graduated from 8th 
Grade.  This year's crew plan is jam packed 
with interesting and fun activities here at St. 

Joseph's and "off-campus" as well. 
 

Come to our meeting and check it out. 
 

 Visit our next meeting: 

            Mach 3, 2018      
         e-mail: Crew272@StJoRonk.org 

      phone: Advisor Mike Keller (631) 872-7675 

What did you do this weekend? 

Cub Scout Pack 272 

Boy Scout Troop 272 

 

St. Joseph’s Cub Scout Pack 272 and Boy Scout Troop 272  
have fun, exciting, educational, character building pro-
grams for boys, age 7 through 17 (first Grade and up).  

 For more information or to enroll your child, 
 contact Dr. Louis Scotti at 656-8428 

or e-mail JoinScouting@StJoRonk.org. 
 

Pack, Troop, and Crew 272 have 

a YEAR-ROUND scouting program. 
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CYO Sport Programs 

http://stjoecyosports.com 

Baseball:    

Intramural (Coed, ages 4-16):      Gene    588-1879 

Travel *  (Boys)         Vinny   543-4100       

Basketball:  

Girls (koolmom4d@msn.com)     Debbie  467-6174 

Clinic Division (Coed Grades K-2)   Nick     585-7723    

Boys Grades 3-12)                 Vinny   543-4100 

Travel*                                       Vinny   543-4100 

Track:     

Boys & Girls, Grades K-8        Jerry    585-4048 

 Soccer : 

Intramural Boys & Girls(ages 3-13)    Joe 585-0748 

                                                              jcaiola@fast.net 

Travel (LIJSL):                                    Rob  721-8831 

Softball:                                              Dennis 467-6174 

 

 

 

Jamie John Pettersen 

St. Joseph Parish Gift Shoppe 
For your convenience the Parish Gift Shoppe will 

be open after all Masses  

on the weekends of our 

Share Mercy Sundays. 

We are located in the Lobby outside Carew Hall. 
You are cordially invited to stop in and see the va-

riety of items, reasonably priced, for all occasions.  

Did you pick up our parish Christmas gift to 
you, Perfectly Yourself by Matthew Kelly? 

Have you read it yet?  Wouldn’t it be marvelous if we all 
were perfectly ourselves? Image how the Kingdom of God 
would grow.  Interested in discussing how we can help 
each other be perfectly ourselves? How about meeting on 
Tuesday morning at 10 am or Thursday evening at 7 p m. 

Please contact Michele Nappi: michele@stjoronk.org or 
call 631 981-1805 to see if we can grow together.   

mailto:michele@stjoronk.org





