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OUR LITURGY 
 
In the first reading, God presents the Ten Commandments 
to Moses. In the Letter to the Corinthians, Paul declares 
Christ as the power and wisdom of God for Jew and 
Gentile, alike. Today’s Gospel displays Jesus’ zeal for his 
Father’s house, as he drives the money changers and 
animal sellers out of the Temple. 

Mass Intentions for the Week 

 
 

Sunday, March 4  (Third  Sunday in Lent) 

7:00  John Stankevicius (The DeLouisa Family) 

9:00  Eileen Morgan (Mr. & Mrs. P. Riccardelli) 

10:30     LCPL Jacob La,, (Mr. & Mrs. R. Kelly) 

12:00  John Scanlon (Jean Castrogiovanni), Kim Marrero 

  (Maureen & Selina Alfonso), Francis Antonawich 

  (Jordan Ahmed & Family), Joan Thompson (The 

  DeLouisa Family), Steven Smith (Jason Kuhlken), 

  Sam Mosakowski (Loving Wife & Daughter) 

5:00  Matthew Wurtz (Stephen Ryan) 

6:30  Spanish Mass 

Monday, March 5 

  7:00      In Loving Memory of Our Friends (Nancy & Joette) 

  9:00      Denise Sweeney (Maureen Harkins) 

Tuesday, Mach 6 

  7:00   Michael Cennamo (Anthony Mini) 

  8:45   For the People of the Parish 

 Wednesday, March 7 

 7:00       Lance Corporal Jacob Lamm (Linda & Lorraine) 

 9:00   Bruce Kiernan (John & Maureen Crean) 

Thursday, March 8 

7:00        For the People of the Parish 

9:00   Joyce Conlin (Norma & Family) 

Friday, March 9 

7:00  Maria Lucus (Mr. & Mrs. Antonio Pedra) 

9:00  Augusta Croce, Anthony Sr. & Alfred Croce (The 

  Jaconetti Family) 

Saturday, March 10 

8:00       Terence Eiermann (The Eiermann Family) 

5:00  Providencia Gonzalez (Maria & Victor Mendez), 

  Amelia, Madelyn & Wyatt Llanes (LIVING) (Loving 

  Grandma), Mrs. Needham (Richard Skolnik), Joan 

  Thompson (Cathy & Jim Foy) 

Sunday,  March 11 (Fourth Sunday of Lent) 

7:00  John O’Connor (Loving Wife Barbara) 

9:00  Stephen Marino (The Sauber Family), Jose Vilmenay 

  (Alex & Julia Arocho), Amelia Hugan (Maria & Robert) 

  For the People of the Parish  

10:30  Gerard Johnson (Loving Family) 

12:00  Millie D’Agostino (Loving Husband & Family) 

5:00  Thomas Altomare (Loving Mom & Family) 

6:30  Spanish Mass  

Altar Bread & Wine 

 

 

In Memory of 

Mary & George Rau 

Requested by 

Ann Festa 

 

Serving Your Sacramental Needs 

 
The Sacrament of Baptism 

The Sacrament is celebrated on Sundays at 1:30 PM and on 
the first Saturday of each month.  Parents, please call the 
parish office to arrange a meeting with a priest.   

The Sacrament of Eucharist 

See front cover for mass times.  If you are sick for an 
extended period of time or are homebound, contact the 
parish office to have someone bring Communion to you. 

The Sacrament of Confirmation 

School aged children can prepare for this Sacrament by 
contacting our Faith Formation Office.  Adults who have 
yet to be Confirmed should contact the Parish Office 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation 

As listed on front cover or call the office to see a priest. 

The Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick 

This Sacrament is for the living.  We celebrate this 
Sacrament each Spring and Fall for those who are 
chronically ill, advanced in age, or who are about to 
undergo surgery or hospitalization.  We can arrange the 
Sacrament at other times by calling the Parish Office. 

Emergencies: Call the office to speak to a priest. 

Nighttime emergencies             (631) 538-7219 

The Sacrament of Matrimony 

Bride or Groom please call the office at least six months 
before your desired wedding date to begin preparations for 
marriage.  Please make contact with the parish before 
making other wedding day plans! 

The Sacrament of Holy Orders 

If you feel called to serve in the church as a priest deacon 
or in consecrated religious life, call the office to speak to 
one of the priests or deacons for guidance. 

Interested in possibly becoming Catholic? 

Contact the rectory to arrange a meeting to discuss your 
questions.  We have classes to help people learn about our 
faith and decide if becoming Catholic is best for you.  This 
whole process of inquiry and potential conversion is called 
RCIA—The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults. 

We will respect your personal journey with God! 
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  People’s moral intuitions about abortion ultimately cannot be re-
pressed 
(Excerpts of an article by Dave Andrusko, February 26th, 2018 in 
www.nationalrighttolifenews.org) 
 

Years ago Prof. George McKenna wrote one of the best essays on abor-
tion.  Titled, “On Abortion: A Lincolnian Position,” McKenna’s mes-
sage is, if anything, more relevant today, than it was when his essay first 
appeared in The Atlantic Magazine. 
 

With respect to the abomination of slavery, “People’s moral intuitions 
could not be repressed,” McKenna wrote.  “They would surface in all 
kinds of unexpected ways: in winces and unguarded expressions, in 
labored euphemisms, in slips of the tongue.  Lincoln was on the lookout 
for these, and he forced his opponents to acknowledge their signifi-
cance.”  
 

With respect to abortion such “moral intuitions” are alive and well, tap-
ping on the windows of souls today just as loudly and persistently as 
they did in the mid-19th century when slavery was legal. 
 

May I suggest that much of our job can be encapsulated in this formula-
tion: successfully bringing to the surface the uneasiness, the moral dis-
comfort that abortion elicits in people of good will.  It’s not a question 
of instilling this in people: it’s already there.  Our task is to help people 
recognize that this tap-tap-tapping on their hearts is not something to be 
ignored or repressed but acknowledged for what it is: the better angels of 
their nature hard at work. 
 

When talking to those who are not already foot soldiers in the greatest 
movement for social justice of our time we don’t mean placing your 
principles in mothballs or minimizing your pro-life education to a quick 
course in Sound Bites 101.  Principles are the engine that powers this 
Movement and information is the fuel. 
 

Of course the unborn child or the elderly person in a nursing home are 
deserving of care and protection whether you and I make their case in an 
appealing way or not.  But human nature doesn’t work that way.  If our 
audience finds us or our approach unappealing, the real loser will be the 
defenseless human beings for whom we are trying to recruit new defend-
ers. 
 

There is no more encouraging news than the surge in pro-life sentiment 
among young people and young adults, which shows no sign of abating.  
They have heard the pro-abortion mantra their entire lives and they 
simply aren’t buying.  They know the pain, the hurt, the disillusionment 
that so often accompanies abortion.  They can’t be snowed: abortion 
kills babies and hurts women.  They have friends who have aborted and 
deeply regret it.  And it is the innate idealism of youth that compels 
them to challenge a self-centered, inverted mentality, the kind that says 
women and men first, children last. 
 

Come and meet with us 
As Catholics, we are morally obligated to defend life at all its stages.  
We are making some progress in our fight.  There has been a decrease in 
abortions each of the past three years, but we still have a long way to go.  
Please consider coming to the next Respect Life Ministry meeting, 
March 3rd, at 9:30 in the rectory basement.  We need your help! 

The Respect Life Committee wishes you a safe and blessed week! 
“Before I formed you in the womb, I knew you…” Jeremiah 1:5 

  

Our Prayer and Action 

In Building the City of God 

 
Our Prayer for Financial Well Being is $23,700 in our Sunday Offer-
ings (which will be a $5,000 increase over our 2017 Weekly Average): 

Sunday Feb 25, 2018 Collections:                      $18,357 

Same Week from Last Year:                       $19,113 

2018 Weekly Average (to-date)                                            $18,480 

Our 2017 Weekly Average Was:                                          $18,700 

_______________________________________________________________ 

 

Our Prayer for Evangelization is an increase of 500 new people 

 at Sunday Mass (which will be 2,043 people at Sunday Mass): 

Mass Attendance on Sunday Feb 25th:        1,691 

2018 Average Mass Attendance:                  1,649 

2017 Average Mass Attendance:                  1,543 

_______________________________________________ 
Our Prayer for our St Joseph School Enrollment  

Is 245 Students (which is an increase of 50 Students): 

2017/18 Enrollment is currently:           199 

2018/19 Enrollment:                                  in process 

_______________________________________________ 
Our Prayer for Parish Vocations is 5 new vocations  

from within St. Joseph Parish 

Ash Wed Collection (used for R&M)      $  3,158 

Total Collected July 2017 – Feb. 2018     $34,529 

Spending on Repair & Maint. Items     $52,100 

Amount Spent in Excess of Collection     ($17,571) 

Repair & Maintenance Projects Done This Year: 

 Church Sound    

 Church Lighting 

 School Radiators 

 Carbon Monoxide Detectors & Alarms (Church, Carew & Schools) 

 School Boiler Rooms 

 A/C Cooling Tower Upgrades 

 Heating System Pumps in Church 

 Fencing in Rear Yard 

None as yet, but this is always in process 



Join Us On A Journey of Mercy! 
St Joseph Parish is traveling to El Salvador with Unbound on a 

special Awareness Trip (AT) 

Leave Saturday, July 28     Return Friday, August 3 

Cost of trip 

Unbound: $650 (for in country travel, food & lodging) 

Cost of Travel 

Flight: approximately $750 

Incidentals (Van to airport, T-shirts, entry visa) $100 

Total cost: Approximately $1,500 

How does this work? 

$100 will be sent to Unbound with your application.  Unbound 
will contact you about paying the balance ($550) by 90 days 

before the trip (April 28) 

The other $100 covers our incidental expenses. 

Each traveler is responsible for his/her own travel 
arrangements through M&M Travel (631) 569-2620 

mandmtravel@aol.com  

Avianca Flight 571 (July 28)     Flight 570 (Aug 3) 

How do I sign up? 

Get an application at the rectory.  Return it along with 

a photocopy of your passport  and your $200 deposit as soon 
as possible! February 28.  We keep copies of your paperwork 

and mail originals to Unbound. 

This is a life changing experience! 

Some Growth in the City of God 
Please take a look at the “Our Prayer and Action” section 
of our bulletin. It marks our slow steps in growth as a 
community of faith, evangelization, and stewardship.  
There are a couple of things we need to be aware of: 

 Our offerings in the last weeks of the month are 
always lower than the offerings in the first weeks.  
This has to do with people who are on monthly fixed 
incomes.  I want you to know I appreciate your 
faithfulness in supporting our parish community. 

 Our average weekly offering for this year is lower 
than it was last year while our average attendance 
has increased by about 100 people per week. 

Back in November I asked if we could all think about 
increasing our weekly offering so that we can balance 
our parish budget.  We have a long way to go on 
balancing the budget and we need help from everyone.  
A simple way of describing stewardship is that this 
generation takes care of the needs of this generation.  We 
don’t live off our grandparents and we don’t mortgage 
the future of our grandchildren.  The comparisons in our 
offerings from last year to this year show that there is a 
lot of room for growth in our financial stewardship. 

I ask that every family and individual first take this 
reality to prayer.  Then, if possible, that every family and 
individual take some action on how we support our 
parish community.  Thank you! 

- Fr Mike 

Lay Your Burdens Down 
Please join us on Saturday March 10 

11:00 AM for a Mass of 

Anointing and Healing. 

This is a great opportunity for all of us to bring our burdens to 
the cross and ask God to bring us to the resurrection. 

Do you know someone who has a chronic illness?  Bring them! 

Is your heart broken over some wound from the past?  Bring it to 
he cross! 

Come experience the healing embrace of Jesus in the Sacrament 
of Anointing. 

Let’s pray together as the Body of Christ for each broken 
member of the Body of Christ! 

Saturday, March 10 @11:00 AM 

Catholic Ministries Appeal 
The Catholic Ministries Appeal (CMA) is an opportunity 
for us to support some of the works of the church that need 
the larger church because they just can’t be done on a 
parish level - things like Catholic Hospitals, seminary 
training, and Catholic Charities.  These are very important 
ministries of the church and everyone is asked to be part of 
them to the best of our ability. 

Each Year Our Parish is Given a Goal 

The diocese tries to divide the fundraising goal for the 
CMA so that each parish can participate to the best of their 
ability.  If a parish reaches its goal, they get a 20% rebate 
to use for parish needs.  Anything over the goal gives us a 
larger rebate. 

We have not reached our goal in a while.  Actually, every 
time we are given a goal, I write a letter asking that it be 
reduced because what was given to us is beyond our 
means. 

This year our goal was reduced to $75,000 

This is a reachable goal! 

Last year’s goal was $85,000.  We raised about $69,000.  
Since we raised more than 80% of our goal, we got a small 
rebate (about $1,400).  If we reach our goal this year we 
will get a rebate of $15,000! All of that will go toward 
repairs on our property!  Think about this: 

 Raising $6,000 more than we did last year will bring 
$15,000 more to our parish. 

 Raising less than 10% more than we did last year will 
give us a rebate that is more than 10 times what our 
rebate was this year! 

This rebate will go a long way toward improving our 
home! 

So please, think an pray about making a commitment to the 
CMA this year!  I made my pledge already because I am 
sure that my pledge to the CMA will also help my parish!     

- Fr Mike 

mailto:mandmtravel@aol.com






 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join us for communal prayer 
and fasting during Holy Week 

as we ask God to help our parish grow! 
 

Why we fast:  Fasting is a way of opening ourselves to the power of God in our lives; by fasting we 
make more room for God in our hearts and we become aware of the deep hunger that we have in our 
soul for the presence of the power of God’s love. 
 

Jesus Fasted:  We began our season of Lent by hearing of Jesus fasting in the desert and then 
proclaiming the presence of the kingdom of God.  But let’s go back just a little bit to see how he feasted 
while he fasted.   

It happened in those days that Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized in the Jordan by 
John.  On coming up out of the water he saw the heavens being torn open and the Spirit, like a dove, 
descending upon him.   And a voice came from the heavens, “You are my beloved Son; with you I am 
well pleased.” 

At once the Spirit drove him out into the desert, and he remained in the desert for forty days, tempted by 
Satan. He was among wild beasts, and the angels ministered to him. 

After John had been arrested, Jesus came to Galilee proclaiming the gospel of God: “This is the time of 
fulfillment. The kingdom of God is at hand. Repent, and believe in the gospel.” (Mk 1:9-15) 
 

One of his temptations was to turn stones to bread.  His response was to remind Satan that we do not live 
on bread alone but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.  What words might he have been 
thinking of?  Possibly the words he heard at his baptism.  Those words have been spoken to us too -  
every time we hear or read that story.  As we prepare for our fast, let’s remember to bring God’s intense 
unconditional love with us.  As happened with Jesus, feasting on God’s love while fasting from some 
things of the world, will give us strength for our role as missionary disciples. 
 

Fasting opens us to the Holy Spirit:  While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit 
said, “Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.”  Then, completing 
their fasting and prayer, they laid hands on them and sent them off. (Acts 13:2-3) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Make some plans for your fast 

Pray:  Take some time with the Lenten (or specifically the Holy Week) readings (usccb.org/bible/
readings).  Write some spiritual goals and prayer requests for yourself and loved ones as well as for our 
parish.  Place your intentions on the cross in our sanctuary. 

Make a commitment: What will you fast from?  Will it be a meal a day?  A few hours of TV?  Some 
social media?  You decide.  Whatever you do, you are making room for God n your heart. 

Ask for help:  Talk to a friend and ask them to be a prayer partner with you during Holy Week. 
 

During Holy Week 

Set aside a time to be with God’s Word in quiet.  The readings for Holy Week are very powerful.  Come 
and spend time with Jesus.  Our church is open from about 6:30 AM to about 9:00 PM.  Stop in and 
make a visit with Jesus. 

Join us in our Holy Week Celebrations: There are hours of reconciliation opportunities on Monday.  
Then come to the celebrations during the Triduum and enter the mystery of our salvation. 
 

Rejoice:  Don’t rejoice in what you have accomplished but in what God has done for us and in us.  
Easter is a celebration of the wonder of the power of God’s love that is stronger than death!  Let this 
week of fasting and prayer be a starting point for a newer, deeper relationship with Jesus in prayer! 
 

Make your personal commitment 

This commitment is between you and God.  There is no need to broadcast it.  You can make a different 
commitment for each day of Holy Week. 

Monday:  Liquid only   One meal only Skip a meal  Other________________________ 

Tuesday:  Liquid only   One meal only Skip a meal  Other________________________ 

Wednesday:  Liquid only   One meal only Skip a meal  Other_____________________ 

Thursday:  Liquid only   One meal only Skip a meal  Other________________________ 

Friday:  Liquid only   One meal only     Skip a meal  Other________________________ 

Make a commitment to prayer (personal prayer, communal celebrations or a combination) 

Prayer Intentions 

For myself and my family     __________________________________________ 
 

For my parish community_______________________________________________________ 

Prayers of Thanksgiving 

For myself and my family    _____________________________________________ 
 

For my parish community ______________________________________________________________ 
 

Be Prepared to Feast on God’s Love As We Celebrate the Resurrection Together! 



Baptismal Ministry 
 

Join us in this joy-filled ministry that 
welcomes our tiniest new Catholics and their 
families to the Celebration of the Sacrament 
of Baptism.  Every few weeks we need about 
an hour of your time to help the priest or 
deacon prepare for the celebration and to 
welcome and guide our families to and 
through the celebration.  If you love babies 
and like to meet happy people and welcome 

them to our parish, this is for YOU! 
 

We are also in need of volunteers to needle 
stich our   Baptismal Bibs for the 
infants Baptized here at St. 

Joseph.   

 

If you can help us, please call the 

rectory at 588-8456. 

 
LECTORS WANTED! 

 

To parishioners of Confirmation age or older: 
 

Are you reasonably comfortable addressing large groups? 
 

Do you speak and read clearly – with confidence, strength, pas-
sion, and certain knowledge of what you speak or say? 

 

Do you feel a calling – yes, a vocation – to become God's instru-
ment to proclaim His Word to His people? 

 

Do you believe you can truly bring Scripture alive to the listener; 
and are you willing to spend a half-hour or more of practice 
(before each assignment) to assure a smooth, effective, and 
vibrant proclamation? 

 
If your answer to all of the above is "Yes," then your parish 
needs you! 
 

On an evening in mid-March, a two-hour Lector Training session 
will be held in the rectory. 

 
Interested? Call Greg Walsh at 585-4524. 

WE’RE LOOKING FOR NEW ALTAR SERVERS 
 

TRAINING & PRACTICE SESSIONS BEGIN IN APRIL AND MAY 
 

Beginning in April we will be holding training & practice sessions for new altar serv-
ers 
 

There are 5 sessions scheduled, and you’ll need to attend at least 3 of these sessions 
 

We will meet in the Church at 5:30pm for each session, and will cover the ‘what’ 
and ‘why’ of an altar server’s role, and how it all fits into the whole Mass 
 

Here are the dates: 

 

Please call the Rectory and leave your name, phone number and/or an email address. 

Then just come down and join us! 

April May:   

 Tuesday  April 10 Thursday May 3 

 Tuesday  April 17 
 

 Thursday April 20 
 

 Saturday April 21 
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St. Joseph Parish Gift Shoppe 
For your convenience the Parish Gift Shoppe will 

be open after all Masses  

on the weekends of our 

Share Mercy Sundays. 

We are located in the Lobby outside Carew Hall. 
You are cordially invited to stop in and see the 

variety of items, reasonably priced, for all  

occasions.  

  

 

Do you Knit? Crochet? 
The Respect Life Ministry will be collecting diapers and 
baby items for mothers in need in May.  If you’d like to 
make something special, now’s a great time to get 
started! Handmade blankets and sweaters are always 

appreciated at Birthright and the Life Center, so 
thank you in advance for sharing your talents with 
others. More details about the collection will be 

forthcoming.  

Did you pick up our parish Christmas gift to 
you, Perfectly Yourself by Matthew Kelly? 

Have you read it yet?  Wouldn’t it be marvelous if we all 
were perfectly ourselves? Image how the Kingdom of God 
would grow.  Interested in discussing how we can help 
each other be perfectly ourselves? How about meeting on 
Tuesday morning at 10 am or Thursday evening at 7 p m. 

Please contact Michele Nappi: michele@stjoronk.org or 
call 631 981-1805 to see if we can grow together.   

You Are Invited! 
Walk with us in Ronkonkoma’s  

St. Patrick’s Day Parade 

Sunday, March 11, 2PM 

 
We will walk with the float pictured 

here to spread our pro-life message. 

All welcome- young and seasoned, 

families, couples, & singles! Strollers 

and wagons too! For info, call 631-

428-6427. 

mailto:michele@stjoronk.org


—REMEMBER THOSE WHO HAVE DIED— 
our deceased soldiers and all of our  

deceased relatives and friends. 
 

Kelly Ann McMahon, Margaret Hanak, Mary Anna DeSanctis, 
Joan Thompson 

 

Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord and let perpetual light 
shine upon them. May they rest in peace.. May their souls 
and all the souls of the faithful departed rest in peace. Amen 

 

 

Venturing Events 
In Carew Hall after 5:00 PM Mass 

Venturing is open to men and women age 14 
through 20 who have graduated from 8th 
Grade.  This year's crew plan is jam packed 
with interesting and fun activities here at St. 

Joseph's and "off-campus" as well. 
 

Come to our meeting and check it out. 
 

 Visit our next meeting: 

            Mach 10, 2018     
          e-mail: Crew272@StJoRonk.org 

      phone: Advisor Mike Keller (631) 872-7675 

What did you do this weekend? 

Cub Scout Pack 272 

Boy Scout Troop 272 

 

St. Joseph’s Cub Scout Pack 272 and Boy Scout Troop 272  
have fun, exciting, educational, character building pro-
grams for boys, age 7 through 17 (first Grade and up).  

 For more information or to enroll your child, 
 contact Dr. Louis Scotti at 656-8428 

or e-mail JoinScouting@StJoRonk.org. 
 

Pack, Troop, and Crew 272 have 

a YEAR-ROUND scouting program. 
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CYO Sport Programs 

http://stjoecyosports.com 

Baseball:    

Intramural (Coed, ages 4-16):      Gene    588-1879 

Travel *  (Boys)         Vinny   543-4100       

Basketball:  

Girls (koolmom4d@msn.com)     Debbie  467-6174 

Clinic Division (Coed Grades K-2)   Nick     585-7723    

Boys Grades 3-12)                 Vinny   543-4100 

Travel*                                       Vinny   543-4100 

Track:     

Boys & Girls, Grades K-8        Jerry    585-4048 

 Soccer : 

Intramural Boys & Girls(ages 3-13)    Joe 585-0748 

                                                              jcaiola@fast.net 

Travel (LIJSL):                                    Rob  721-8831 

Softball:                                              Dennis 467-6174 

 

 

 

Mackenzie Dee Baldwin 

 

PRAY FOR THE SICK 
___________________________________ 

Name of person who is ill 
 _____________________________   _________________________ 
         Person making this request:                            Relationship to ill person  

(Friends can be placed on the silent prayer list only) 

PRAY FOR OUR TROOPS 
 

__________________________________ 
Name, Rank and Branch of Service 

______________________________ ____________________ 
      Person making this request                                   Relationship to Soldier 

(Friends can be placed on the silent prayer list only) 






