March 11, 2018 — Fourth Sunday of Lent

March 11, 2018
Serving Your Sacramental Needs
The Sacrament of Baptism
The Sacrament is celebrated on Sundays at 1:30 PM and on
the first Saturday of each month. Parents, please call the
parish office to arrange a meeting with a priest.
The Sacrament of Eucharist
See front cover for mass times. If you are sick for an
extended period of time or are homebound, contact the
parish office to have someone bring Communion to you.
The Sacrament of Confirmation
School aged children can prepare for this Sacrament by
contacting our Faith Formation Office. Adults who have
yet to be Confirmed should contact the Parish Office
The Sacrament of Reconciliation
As listed on front cover or call the office to see a priest.
The Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick
This Sacrament is for the living. We celebrate this
Sacrament each Spring and Fall for those who are
chronically ill, advanced in age, or who are about to
undergo surgery or hospitalization. We can arrange the
Sacrament at other times by calling the Parish Office.
Emergencies: Call the office to speak to a priest.
Nighttime emergencies
(631) 538-7219
The Sacrament of Matrimony
Bride or Groom please call the office at least six months
before your desired wedding date to begin preparations for
marriage. Please make contact with the parish before
making other wedding day plans!
The Sacrament of Holy Orders
If you feel called to serve in the church as a priest deacon
or in consecrated religious life, call the office to speak to
one of the priests or deacons for guidance.
Interested in possibly becoming Catholic?
Contact the rectory to arrange a meeting to discuss your
questions. We have classes to help people learn about our
faith and decide if becoming Catholic is best for you. This
whole process of inquiry and potential conversion is called
RCIA—The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults.
We will respect your personal journey with God!

Altar Bread & Wine
In Memory of
Betsy Gillin
Requested by
Ann Festa
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Mass Intentions for the Week
Sunday, March 11 (Fourth Sunday in Lent)
7:00
John O’Connor (Loving Wife Barbara)
9:00
Stephen Marino (The Sauber Family), Jose Vilmenay
(Alex & Julia Arocho), Amelia Hugan (Maria & Robert),
For the People of the Parish
10:30 Gerard Johnson (Loving Family)
12:00 Millie D’Agostino (Loving Husband & Family)
5:00
Thomas Altomare (Loving Mom & Family)
6:30
Spanish Mass
Monday, March 12
7:00
Joseph J. Onufrak (Loving Mother)
9:00
Mickey Guarino (Terri Cronin)
Tuesday, March 13
7:00
Jeanne Hartman (The Boado Family)
8:45
Angelo Santopadre (Giulio & Sally Ferrante)
Wednesday, March 14
7:00
James Heiman (Sister Helen)
9:00
John Kelly (The Clarry Family)
Thursday, March 15
7:00
Michael Cennamo (Uncle Frank)
9:00
Elaine Marie Lampach (The Clahane Family)
Friday, March 16
7:00
For the People of the Parish
9:00
Edward Kuhlman (A Friend K of C)
Saturday, March 17 (St Patrick’s Day)
8:00
Edie Ryan (Loving Family)
5:00
Patsy Siano (Tom & Deb O’Brien), Patricia Gauthier
(Robert Gauthier Family), For the People of the Parish
Sunday, March 18 (Fifth Sunday of Lent)
7:00
John Stankevicius (Lenore & Ernie Pappas)
9:00
Dec’d. Mbrs. of St. Regis K of C & Columbiettes
10:30 Seamus Egan (Loving Family), Jolan Csaszar (Janet &
Richard Schneider), Elisabeth Watters (Laura & Ed
Mitchell), Eileen Mungavin (Loving Family), John
Stankevicius (Mr. & Mrs. Romero), Anthony Crisci
(The Sauber Family)
12:00 Robert Smith (The Smith Family)
5:00
Lucy & Paul Shadlich (Jannine & Richard Hubbard)
6:30
Spanish Mass

OUR LITURGY
In the first reading from Second Chronicles, we hear of the
fall of Judah. In Paul’s Letter to the Ephesians, he reminds
us that even when we were dead in our transgressions, God
brought us to life through Christ. In the Gospel, John
proclaims that God so loved the world that he sent his only
Son.
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Respect Life
Choice?
The abortion industry has made a living out of perpetuating the lie
that they are fighting for a woman’s right to choose. This is disingenuous, to say the least. As far back as the mid-80’s, when legalized abortion had only been around for a dozen years, abortion
workers were already admitting that their goal was to “sell” abortions, like some salesmen would sell cars or vacuum cleaners.
Take the case of Kathy Sparks. Ms. Sparks worked in an abortion
clinic, and appears in the video series “Meet the Abortion Providers.” The observation and experiences she describes are consistent
with similar experiences described by many other abortion workers.
According to Ms. Sparks, the most important aspect of her job was
the counseling aspect. She describes how women would attempt to
sell abortions, especially if the women were undecided. She explains
that abortion workers were trained on how to answer the phone and
rush the women into abortions. They were specifically pressuring
women who were in any way ambivalent. “In the beginning, they
trained me to answer the telephones and to make appointments. In
this particular abortion clinic, when the girl set up her appointment, if the girl sounded even the least bit anxious they told me to
make the appointment for that day, they did not want her to have
an opportunity to change her mind or to have someone talk her out
of it, or the possibility of her going to another abortions clinic.”
Ms. Sparks also explained that she and her co-workers were encouraged to lie about fetal development. She explains “sometimes
we lied. A girl might ask what her baby was like at a certain point
in the pregnancy: was it a baby yet? Even as early as 12 weeks a
baby is totally formed, he has fingerprints, turns his head, fans his
toes. But we would say ‘it’s not a baby yet. It’s just tissue, like a
clot.’” It is certainly understandable why the abortion industry is
vehemently opposed to laws requiring fetal sonograms before abortions are performed. It is reported that 90% of women having fetal
sonograms decide against the abortion procedure.
She goes on to say “I was able to sit with one particular worker who
had eight years of college; she was so very good. She could sit down
with these girls during counseling and she would cry with them at
the drop of a pin. She would immediately start drawing them out,
asking them all kinds of good questions. She would find out what
their pressure point was…she would magnify it.
The well being of the women who came to the clinic was not a concern. According to Sparks “…I believe the love of money was the
root of evil that happened at his particular abortion clinic.” This
observation is made again and again by former abortion workers
who are brave enough, and contrite enough, to speak up. As I am
writing this, it strikes me that Ms. Sparks repeatedly describes these
women as girls. Considering that the majority of abortions are performed on young women (under the age of 25), this is not surprising. It is also easier to manipulate a less experienced, frightened
person. Considering the level of manipulation, dishonesty, and aggressiveness described here, there is anything but a concern for
choice!
“Before I formed you in the womb, I knew you…” Jeremiah 1:5

Our Prayer and Action
In Building the City of God
Our Prayer for Financial Well Being is $23,700 in our Sunday Offerings (which will be a $5,000 increase over our 2017 Weekly Average):
Sunday March 4, 2018 Collections:
$21,825
Same Week from Last Year:
$21,318
2018 Weekly Average (to-date)
$18,587
Our 2017 Weekly Average Was:

$18,700

Our Prayer for Evangelization is an increase of 500 new people
at Sunday Mass (which will be 2,043 people at Sunday Mass):

Mass Attendance on Sun. March 4th:
1,913
2018 Average Mass Attendance:
1,678
2017 Average Mass Attendance:
1,543
________________________________________________
____________________________
Our Prayer for our St Joseph School Enrollment
Is 245 Students (which is an increase of 50 Students):

2017/18 Enrollment is currently:
2018/19 Enrollment:

198
in process

Our Prayer for Parish Vocations is 5 new vocations
from within St. Joseph Parish
None as yet, but this is always

in process

Repair & Maintenance of our Parish Building

March 2018 Collection
25% used to repay Spending to date*
Balance toward $17,000 Goal

$ 3,260
$ (815)
$ 2,445

*Balance of Spending to be repaid is ($16,756)

Do you Knit? Crochet?
The Respect Life Ministry will be collecting diapers and baby items for mothers in need in May. If you’d like
to make something special, now’s a great time to get started!
Handmade blankets and sweaters are always appreciated at
Birthright and the Life Center, so thank you in advance for
sharing your talents with others. More details about the collection will be forthcoming.

Respect Life Committee News
Change of date… Due to inclement weather, our March 3 meeting was rescheduled for Saturday, April 7th at 9:30 in Father
Carew Hall (basement of the church). Please come join us. New
members are always welcome! For more information, contact
Sally Miller at 631-737-5120,

We Want Your Input

A Great Way to Say, Thank You

As we celebrate 50 years of worship in our church building
(our home), we also need to look at some needed repairs to our
buildings and grounds. Below is a partial list of things that
need our attention. We would love your input on what things
are most urgent and most important:
____Finish the closets in Carew Hall
____Renovate the two classrooms in Carew Hall
____Replace all tables in Carew Hall
____Parking lot behind church (some of this will be covered
by insurance)
____Parking area behind rectory (remove cement slabs; create
a two way driveway into other lot)
____Clean up back yard
____Complete corral fence on back yard, plant grass inside
fenced area
____Create gathering space in yard
____Replace carpets in aisles in church
____Replace the carpet going up to the altar
Please pick the work projects that you think are top priority
(top 3) and drop this in the basket or at the office. We
appreciate your input as we make improvements on our home!

Back on February 20, we had our parish Dine-a-Round. This is a
great way to get together and taste some of the great foods offered by
our local restaurants. A great way to say, “Thank you” to them is to
go spend some money in those establishments. So here is a list of our
friends in the neighborhood who helped to create a great evening:
Miller’s Ale House, Lake Grove
Gino’s of Ronkonkoma
The Meetball Place, Patchogue
Flanagan’s Pub, Ronkonkoma
Texas Roadhouse, Deer Park
Lake Liquor, Ronkonkoma
Ristegio’s, North Patchogue
Shenanigan’s Café, Ronkonkoma
Windows on the Lake, Ronkonkoma
Sundried Tomato, Nesconset
Akropolis, Nesconset
Floroe’s Finales, Nesconset
Crazy Crepe Café, Ronkonkoma
Farm to Table by Filomena, Nesconset
Island Empanada, Ronkonkoma
Il Trio, Nesconset

Important Dates in St Joseph History
July 25, 2018 marks 50 years since the
cornerstone of our church was laid!
May 11, 2019 marks 50 years since our
church was consecrated

Maria’s Mexican and Latin Cuisine, Nesconset
Lakoma Delicatessen, Ronkonkoma
Carraba’s Italian Grill, Smithtown
The Irish Coffee Pub, East Islip
Dah Lee, Ronkonkoma
Sabrosa Mexican Grill, Ronkonkoma
Dulce de Leche Cake Shop, Brightwaters

Thank You For Letting God’s Light Shine Off
Your Heads!

Andriamos, Ronkonkoma
Sobol Ronkonkoma
Slurp Ramen, Port Jefferson
Freezology, Patchogue

Share Mercy Sunday last week (or should we call it
“Shave Mercy Sunday”?) was a huge success!
Thank you to all the “shavees” who sat bravely in the
chair and had their beautiful locks taken off!
Thank you to the Amazing Hair Dressers who became
Shavers for the day!
Thank you to the bakers who made bald muffins in honor
of St Baldrick!
Thank you to our Treasurers who counted the funds we
raised!
Thank you to all who cheered on the shavees as the deed
was being done!
Thank you to all who supported the event financially. We
raised over $12,000 to fight Childhood Cancer.
Thank you to the students from St Joseph School who ran
an “Alex’s Lemonade Stand” to raise $325 more to fight
childhood cancer!
There are other students and families who will get heir
heads shaved at other St Baldrick events throughout
the month! Thank you all for allowing God’s light to
shine off your heads!

Kitchen Kabaret, Bayshore
Clare Rose, East Yaphank
Island Lake Diner, Ronkonkoma
River Ave Butcher and BBQ, Patchogue
Waffle Cabin, Long Beach
Verde, Deer Park
H2O, Smithtown
Bambino Ravioli, Deer Park
Chocolate Works of Commack
Green turtle, Smithtown
Old City Public House, Ronkonkoma
Frank and Maria’s, Bayshore
Emilia’s Bakehouse Café, Melville
Francesco’s Bakery, Lake Ronkonkoma
Vito’s Neighborhood Pizza, Nesconset
Others who helped make this event successful:
EPI Printing, Hauppauge
Printables Plus, Ronkonkoma
Enjoyable Entertainment, Lindenhurst
Firehouse Kitchen, Firefighter Ray
Thank you to all of our friends who helped to make our Dine-aRound an enjoyable evening for all!

Join us for

communal prayer
and fasting during Holy Week
as we ask God to help our parish grow!

Why we fast: Fasting is a way of opening ourselves to the power of God in our lives; by fasting we
make more room for God in our hearts and we become aware of the deep hunger that we have in our
soul for the presence of the power of God’s love.
Jesus Fasted: We began our season of Lent by hearing of Jesus fasting in the desert and then
proclaiming the presence of the kingdom of God. But let’s go back just a little bit to see how he feasted
while he fasted.
It happened in those days that Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized in the Jordan by
John. On coming up out of the water he saw the heavens being torn open and the Spirit, like a dove,
descending upon him. And a voice came from the heavens, “You are my beloved Son; with you I am
well pleased.”
At once the Spirit drove him out into the desert, and he remained in the desert for forty days, tempted by
Satan. He was among wild beasts, and the angels ministered to him.
After John had been arrested, Jesus came to Galilee proclaiming the gospel of God: “This is the time of
fulfillment. The kingdom of God is at hand. Repent, and believe in the gospel.” (Mk 1:9-15)
One of his temptations was to turn stones to bread. His response was to remind Satan that we do not live
on bread alone but on every word that comes from the mouth of God. What words might he have been
thinking of? Possibly the words he heard at his baptism. Those words have been spoken to us too every time we hear or read that story. As we prepare for our fast, let’s remember to bring God’s intense
unconditional love with us. As happened with Jesus, feasting on God’s love while fasting from some
things of the world, will give us strength for our role as missionary disciples.
Fasting opens us to the Holy Spirit: While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit
said, “Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.” Then, completing
their fasting and prayer, they laid hands on them and sent them off. (Acts 13:2-3)

Make some plans for your
fast
Pray: Take some time with the Lenten (or specifically the Holy Week) readings (usccb.org/bible/
readings). Write some spiritual goals and prayer requests for yourself and loved ones as well as for our
parish. Place your intentions on the cross in our sanctuary.
Make a commitment: What will you fast from? Will it be a meal a day? A few hours of TV? Some
social media? You decide. Whatever you do, you are making room for God n your heart.
Ask for help: Talk to a friend and ask them to be a prayer partner with you during Holy Week.
During Holy Week
Set aside a time to be with God’s Word in quiet. The readings for Holy Week are very powerful. Come
and spend time with Jesus. Our church is open from about 6:30 AM to about 9:00 PM. Stop in and
make a visit with Jesus.
Join us in our Holy Week Celebrations: There are hours of reconciliation opportunities on Monday.
Then come to the celebrations during the Triduum and enter the mystery of our salvation.
Rejoice: Don’t rejoice in what you have accomplished but in what God has done for us and in us.
Easter is a celebration of the wonder of the power of God’s love that is stronger than death! Let this
week of fasting and prayer be a starting point for a newer, deeper relationship with Jesus in prayer!
Make your personal commitment
This commitment is between you and God. There is no need to broadcast it. You can make a different
commitment for each day of Holy Week.
Monday: Liquid only One meal only Skip a meal Other________________________
Tuesday: Liquid only One meal only Skip a meal Other________________________
Wednesday:
Liquid only One meal only Skip a meal Other_____________________
Thursday: Liquid only One meal only Skip a meal Other________________________
Friday: Liquid only One meal only Skip a meal Other________________________
Make a commitment to prayer (personal prayer, communal celebrations or a combination)
Prayer Intentions

For myself and my family

__________________________________________

For my parish community_______________________________________________________
Prayers of Thanksgiving
For myself and my family
_____________________________________________
For my parish community ______________________________________________________________
Be Prepared to Feast on God’s Love As We Celebrate the Resurrection Together!

WE’RE LOOKING FOR NEW ALTAR SERVERS
TRAINING & PRACTICE SESSIONS BEGIN IN APRIL AND MAY
Beginning in April we will be holding training & practice sessions for new altar servers
There are 5 sessions scheduled, and you’ll need to attend at least 3 of these sessions
We will meet in the Church at 5:30pm for each session, and will cover the ‘what’
and ‘why’ of an altar server’s role, and how it all fits into the whole Mass
Here are the dates:
April
May:
Tuesday April 10
Thursday May 3
Tuesday April 17
Thursday April 20
Saturday April 21
Please call the Rectory and leave your name, phone number and/or an email address.
Then just come down and join us!

Baptismal Ministry
Join us in this joy-filled ministry that
welcomes our tiniest new Catholics and their
families to the Celebration of the Sacrament
of Baptism. Every few weeks we need about
an hour of your time to help the priest or
deacon prepare for the celebration and to
welcome and guide our families to and
through the celebration. If you love babies
and like to meet happy people and welcome
them to our parish, this is for YOU!
We are also in need of volunteers to needle
stich our Baptismal Bibs for the
infants Baptized here at St.
Joseph.
If you can help us, please call the
rectory at 588-8456.

LECTORS WANTED!
To parishioners of Confirmation age or older:
Are you reasonably comfortable addressing large groups?
Do you speak and read clearly – with confidence, strength, passion, and certain knowledge of what you speak or say?
Do you feel a calling – yes, a vocation – to become God's instrument to proclaim His Word to His people?
Do you believe you can truly bring Scripture alive to the listener;
and are you willing to spend a half-hour or more of practice
(before each assignment) to assure a smooth, effective, and
vibrant proclamation?
If your answer to all of the above is "Yes," then your parish
needs you!
On an evening in mid-March, a two-hour Lector Training session
will be held in the rectory.
Interested? Call Greg Walsh at 585-4524.

HOLD THE DATE
JUNE 11, 2018: ANNUAL GOLF OUTING
BBQ LUNCH, GOLF AND DINNER
WILLOW CREEK GOLF & COUNTRY CLUB IN MT. SINAI.
A DAY OF FOOD FUN AND SPORT
STARTING AT NOON AND ENDING 9PM.
STAY TUNED FOR OUR HONOREE!

Paschal Candle Memorials
If you would like to memorialize the Paschal Candle for the upcoming year
please fill out and return this form with your donation of $100 to the Rectory.

Paschal Candle Memorial
Name:
Address:

Telephone:

Parishioner ID#

In Memory Of:

St Joseph Parish Fitness With Jesus Sessions
Sessions are held on Saturday, 9:00am in the Lower Rectory
March, 17, and 24
You, like so many people may have already forgotten your New Year resolutions. But, our faith teaches us that it’s
never too late and we can always begin again.
One of the most popular resolutions is to develop a healthier lifestyle. Healthy living creates wellness in spirit, mind
and body which strengthens our very being and enhances our relationship with God and others. Improved whole person health enables us to use our God-given talents to make a difference in our world. So… join us as we cheer each
other on and strengthen our relationship with God and one another.
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Family Mass
At St. Joseph
Next Mass: Sunday, March 18, 10:30AM

HOW CHILDREN CAN GET
INVOLVED

We believe that we celebrate Mass as a family and that our
youth are an integral part of the parish family. So it is in
this sense of ‘family’ that we invite our youth from all of
our programs: Faith Formation, St. Joseph School, and
Home-school to participate in our “Family Mass”.

Children’s Choir Members
Contact: Mike Keller
MikeKeller@StJoRonk.org
Altar Servers
Contact: Ed Grieb
EdGrieb@StJoRonk.org
Lectors
Contact: Anne DiNero
Annedinero1@gmail.com
Welcome Greeters
Contact: Michele Nappi
Michele@StJoRonk.org
Gift Bearers
Please speak to the Ushers at Mass

You Are Invited!
Walk with us in Ronkonkoma’s
St. Patrick’s Day Parade
Sunday, March 11, 2PM
We will walk with the float pictured here to
spread our pro-life message. All welcomeyoung and seasoned, families, couples, &
singles! Strollers and wagons too! For info,
call 631-428-6427.

The Diocese of Rockville Centre
Golden Wedding Liturgy
Honoring Couples Married
Fifty Years or More
This spring, Couples that have been married fifty years or
more will be honored at a Mass on Sunday, April 29, 2018 at
the Church of St. Rose of Lima in Massapequa. Mass will
begin at 2:30 pm. Registration forms and complete instructions
can be obtained at the rectory. Registration must be received
by the Office of Worship by April 13, 2018. If you have any
questions you may call 516-678-5800 extemsion 504.

St. Joseph Parish Gift Shoppe
For your convenience the Parish Gift Shoppe will
be open after all Masses on the weekends of our
Share Mercy Sundays. We are located in the Lobby outside Carew Hall. You are cordially invited to
stop in and see the variety of items, reasonably
priced, for all occasions.
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Cub Scout Pack 272
Boy Scout Troop 272
St. Joseph’s Cub Scout Pack 272 and Boy Scout Troop 272
have fun, exciting, educational, character building programs for boys, age 7 through 17 (first Grade and up).
For more information or to enroll your child,
contact Dr. Louis Scotti at 656-8428
or e-mail JoinScouting@StJoRonk.org.

Pack, Troop, and Crew 272 have
a YEAR-ROUND scouting program.

CYO Sport Programs
http://stjoecyosports.com
Baseball:
Intramural (Coed, ages 4-16):
Gene
588-1879
Travel * (Boys)
Vinny
543-4100
Basketball:
Girls (koolmom4d@msn.com)
Debbie
467-6174
Clinic Division (Coed Grades K-2) Nick
585-7723
Boys Grades 3-12)
Vinny
543-4100
Travel*
Vinny
543-4100
Track:
Boys & Girls, Grades K-8
Jerry 585-4048
Soccer :
Intramural Boys & Girls(ages 3-13) Joe 585-0748
jcaiola@fast.net
Travel (LIJSL):
Rob
721-8831
Softball:
Dennis 467-6174

Venturing Events
In Carew Hall after 5:00 PM Mass
Venturing is open to men and women age 14
through 20 who have graduated from 8th
Grade. This year's crew plan is jam packed
with interesting and fun activities here at St.
Joseph's and "off-campus" as well.
Come to our meeting and check it out.
Visit our next meeting:
Mach 11, 2018
e-mail: Crew272@StJoRonk.org
phone: Advisor Mike Keller (631) 872-7675

What did you do this weekend?

Arianna Michelle Ciolino
Giulianna Rose DePalo
Jackson Robert Poelker
Giovanni Pasquale Ricciardi
Faced with a Drinking Problem?
Perhaps
Alcoholics Anonymous Can Help.
“Heart of the Lake” - AA Group
Meets here at St. Josephs R.C. Church
In the basement of the Rectory (entrance in rear)
Wednesday Evening @ 7:30 - 8:45 pm
And
Saturday Afternoon @ 2:00 - 3:15 pm
“The Only Requirement for Membership
Is a desire to stop drinking.”

—REMEMBER THOSE WHO HAVE DIED—
our deceased soldiers and all of our
deceased relatives and friends.
Angelina Sclafani, Anita LaFemina, Michael Timo
Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord and let perpetual light
shine upon them. May they rest in peace.. May their souls
and all the souls of the faithful departed rest in peace. Amen

Faced with a Drinking Problem?
Perhaps
Alcoholics Anonymous Can Help.
“Heart of the Lake” - AA Group
Meets here at St. Josephs R.C. Church
In the basement of the Rectory (entrance in rear)
Wednesday Evening @ 7:30 - 8:45 pm
And
Saturday Afternoon @ 2:00 - 3:15 pm
“The Only Requirement for Membership
Is a desire to stop drinking.”

Parish Outreach
Parish Outreach is in dire need of
donations of toiletries. Shampoo,
deodorant, toothpaste, tissues, combs,
brushes, toothbrushes, soap, toilet paper.
If you can help, please drop off to our
Outreach Office or to the Rectory.

