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OUR LITURGY 
 
 
In today’s reading from Jeremiah, the Lord declares a new 
covenant with his people. The Letter to the Hebrews 
presents Jesus as the perfect high priest. In today’s Gospel, 
Jesus approaches his passion. 

Mass Intentions for the Week 

 
 

Sunday, March 18  (Fifth Sunday in Lent) 

7:00  John Stankevicius (Lenore & Erie Pappas) 

9:00  Dec’d. Mbrs. of St. Regis K of C & Columbiettes 

10:30     Seamus Egan (Loving Family), Jolan Csaszar (Janet & 

  Richard Schneider), Elisabeth Watters (Laura & Ed 

  Mitchell), Eileen Mungavin (Loving Family), John 

  Stankevicius (Mr. & Mrs. Romero), Anthony Crisci 

  (The Sauber Family) 

12:00  Robert Smith (The Smith Family) 

5:00  Lucy & Paul Shadlich (Jannine & Richard Hubbard) 

6:30  Spanish Mass 

Monday, March 19 

  7:00      Frank Martino (Loving Family) 

  8:45   Robert Zanini (Alexa & Rocco) 

Tuesday, March 20 

  7:00   For the People of the Parish 

  9:00   Joseph Colletti (Lorraine & Linda) 

 Wednesday, March 21 

 7:00      For the People of the Parish 

 9:00  Robert Filce (Loving Mother) 

Thursday, March 22 

7:00        For the People of the Parish 

9:00   Peggy McGrann (Patty, Cheryl & Jane) 

Friday, March 23 

7:00  Joseph & Helen Onufrak (Loving Wife) 

9:00  Joseph Colletti (Loving Sister Josie) 

Saturday, March 24  

8:00       For the People of the Parish 

5:00  Ruth & Henry Freund (Loving Daughter), Bill & Rita 

  Bill & Rita Hubbard (Jannine & Richard Hubbard), 

  Billy Hubbard (Jannine & Richad Hubbard), Eileen 

             Mallins Sean  & Jeanne Kolarik), For the People of the Parish 

Sunday,  March 25 (Palm Sunday)) 

7:00  Cornelius J. Dunleavy (Loving Wife Anne) 

9:00  Emma Bonilla (Loving Family) 

10:30  Hubert Wilps (Anne Wilps) 

12:00  Leo & Jenny Heiman (Loving Daughter Helen), Arthur 

  Lange (loving Wife), Manuel Vieira (Loving Wife &  

  Children), Alfred Puglisi (Tom & Deb O’Brien),  

  Marilyn D’Amato (Shawn Taylor), Sebastiano Vitelli 

  (The Holyat Family) 

5:00  Rob Zimmerman (LIVING) (Tim & Sue Grant) 

6:30  Spanish Mass  

Altar Bread & Wine 

 

 

In Memory of 

Michael A. Myles 

Requested by 

The Myles Family 

 

Serving Your Sacramental Needs 

 
The Sacrament of Baptism 

The Sacrament is celebrated on Sundays at 1:30 PM and on 
the first Saturday of each month.  Parents, please call the 
parish office to arrange a meeting with a priest.   

The Sacrament of Eucharist 

See front cover for mass times.  If you are sick for an 
extended period of time or are homebound, contact the 
parish office to have someone bring Communion to you. 

The Sacrament of Confirmation 

School aged children can prepare for this Sacrament by 
contacting our Faith Formation Office.  Adults who have 
yet to be Confirmed should contact the Parish Office 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation 

As listed on front cover or call the office to see a priest. 

The Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick 

This Sacrament is for the living.  We celebrate this 
Sacrament each Spring and Fall for those who are 
chronically ill, advanced in age, or who are about to 
undergo surgery or hospitalization.  We can arrange the 
Sacrament at other times by calling the Parish Office. 

Emergencies: Call the office to speak to a priest. 

Nighttime emergencies             (631) 538-7219 

The Sacrament of Matrimony 

Bride or Groom please call the office at least six months 
before your desired wedding date to begin preparations for 
marriage.  Please make contact with the parish before 
making other wedding day plans! 

The Sacrament of Holy Orders 

If you feel called to serve in the church as a priest deacon 
or in consecrated religious life, call the office to speak to 
one of the priests or deacons for guidance. 

Interested in possibly becoming Catholic? 

Contact the rectory to arrange a meeting to discuss your 
questions.  We have classes to help people learn about our 
faith and decide if becoming Catholic is best for you.  This 
whole process of inquiry and potential conversion is called 
RCIA—The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults. 

We will respect your personal journey with God! 
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Do you Knit? Crochet? 
 

The Respect Life Ministry will be collecting dia-
pers and baby items for mothers in need in May.  If you’d like 
to make something special, now’s a great time to get started! 
Handmade blankets and sweaters are always appreciated at 
Birthright and the Life Center, so thank you in advance for 
sharing your talents with others. More details about the col-
lection will be forthcoming.  

The Growing Evil of Euthanasia 

The United States of America has traditionally been a defen-

sive breastwork against euthanasia.  Unfortunately much of 

the rest of the world accepts, and even promotes this atrocity, 

with its common place occurrence growing each day.  But as 

citizens of this great country, we must remain vigilant, or our 

position may soften to the point of becoming no better than 

Europe.  Case in point: the Dutch have just begun discus-

sions on extending Euthanasia to children ages 1 through 12.  

This practice is already legal for children from new born to 1 

year old and people 13 or older.  The respected Dutch medi-

cal journal Pediatrics hosted a debate on the ethical proprie-

ty of child euthanasia without any criticism from ANYONE, 

ANYWHERE!  

To make matters worse, a prominent US bioethicist, regular-

ly sought after by the New York Times, and other main-

stream media outlets, is enthusiastically in favor of this plan, 

basically citing not having the parents harmed by seeing 

their children suffer as her reasoning, and stating a confi-

dence in pediatricians knowing the difference between a ter-

minally sick child and curable child.  The only problem is 

that Dutch law does not require the child to be terminally ill.  

Under the protocol, serious disabilities justify infanticide.  

More and more academics are becoming proponents of eu-

thanasia.  Just as we declared certain social states as 

“impossible,” or “never gonna happen” in the past, and now 

they are here (think gender neutral bathrooms), euthanasia 

is going through the same cultural evolution, and is marching 

inexorably forward.  If we are not on constant guard, it will 

be here before we know it.  Clinical homicide of the elderly, 

mentally incompetent, physically disabled, and terminally ill 

will become the norm.  Of course there will be no health in-

surance money for any of their treatments, because after all 

they should be euthanized.  We must beware, we must have 

faith in God, we must constantly pray for him to give us 

strength and guidance, and we must bravely speak out. 

On a happier note, Gerber has announced its 2018 Gerber 

baby and it is Lucas Warren from Dalton, Georgia.  18 

month old Lucas won 2018 Gerber Spokes baby from 

140,000 submitted photos.  The honor comes with a $50,000 

prize, commercials, and modeling for Gerber’s various ads 

and social media sites.  Lucas has Down’s Syndrome! 

Have blessed week, from the Respect Life Committee!  

 “Before I formed you in the womb, I knew you…” Jeremiah 

1:5 

Our Prayer and Action 

In Building the City of God 
Our Prayer for Financial Well Being is $23,700 in our Sunday Offer-
ings 

(which will be a $5,000 increase over our 2017 Weekly Average): 

Sunday March 11, 2018 Collections:       $20,098 

Same Week from Last Year:        $17,309 

2018 Weekly Average (to-date)        $18,641 

 
Our Prayer for Evangelization is an increase of 500 new people 

 at Sunday Mass (which will be 2,043 people at Sunday Mass): 

Mass Attendance on Sun. March 11th:        1,804 

2018 Average Mass Attendance:                 1,691 

2017 Average Mass Attendance:                 1,543 

________________________________________________    
Our Prayer for our St Joseph School Enrollment  

Is 245 Students (which is an increase of 50 Students): 

2017/18 Enrollment is currently:         197 

Our Prayer for Parish Vocations is 5 new vocations  

from within St. Joseph Parish 

Repair & Maintenance of Our Parish Building: 

March 2018 Collection              $  6,260 

25% used to repay Spending to date*    $ (1,565) 

Balance toward $17,000 Goal                   $  4,695 
*Balance of Spending to be repaid is  ($16,006) 

Our 2017 Weekly Average Was:                         $18,700 

 

2018/19 Enrollment:                               in process 

 

None as yet, but this is always in process 

 



At Our St Baldrick Head Shaving Event 

We Raised $13,871!  Thank You! 

We Want Your Input 

 
As we celebrate 50 years of worship in our church 
building (our home), we also need to look at some needed 
repairs to our buildings and grounds.  Below is a partial 
list of things that need our attention.  We would love your 
input on what things are most urgent and most important: 

____Finish the closets in Carew Hall 

____Renovate the two classrooms in Carew Hall 

____Replace all tables in Carew Hall 

____Parking lot behind church (some of this will be 
covered by insurance) 

____Parking area behind rectory (remove cement slabs; 
create a two way driveway into other lot) 

____Clean up back yard 

____Complete corral fence on back yard, plant grass 
inside fenced area 

____Create gathering space in yard 

____Replace carpets in aisles in church 

____Replace the carpet going up to the altar 

 

Please pick the work projects that you think are top 
priority (top 3) and drop this in the basket or at the office.  
We appreciate your input as we make improvements on 

our home! 

Catholic Ministries Appeal 

 
The Catholic Ministries Appeal (CMA) is an invitation for 
all members of the church to join in the larger works of 
mercy that cannot be done in our parish (things like 
Catholic Hospitals, Catholic Charities, Catholic High 
Schools, Seminary training for priests and deacons, etc.) 

This year, responding to this call will definitely help us 
too! 

Every parish is given a goal for fundraising for the CMA.  
Often, our assigned goal is beyond our reach and I ask for 
it to be reduced.  Often the reduced goal is still just beyond 
our reach.  But things are changing.  Last year our goal was 
$85,000.  We didn’t reach it but we did get over 80% of 
the goal.  Anything over 80% becomes a rebate for the 
parish.  We received a $1,400 rebate last year. 

This year our goal is $75,000.  That is only $6,000 more 
than we collected last year.  If we reach this goal, we will 
receive a $15,000 rebate!  That’s almost an extra week of 
Sunday offerings for our parish! 

So I ask you all to think and pray about supporting our 
parish by supporting the Catholic Ministries Appeal this 

year!   -Fr Mike 

Get Ready to Laugh During Easter! 

 
This year Easter falls on April Fool’s Day.  Maybe there is a 
message of joy and hope in that.  I did some research on 
celebrations of Easter joy and found this: 

Rev. Weiser observes in The Easter Book that, “In the early days 
of Christianity, all of Easter Week was one continuous feast… a 
week of intense happiness and spiritual joy.  ”Easter Monday is 
known as the “Day of Joy and Laughter,” “Bright Monday,” 
“White Monday,” and “Emmaus Day.”)   The Joyful 
Noiseletter notes, “The custom was rooted in the musings of early 
church theologians (like Augustine, Gregory of Nyssa, and John 
Chrysostom) that God played a practical joke on the devil by 
raising Jesus from the dead. “Risus paschalis – the Easter laugh,” 
the early theologians called it.”  Quoted on The Joyful 
Noiseletter website, one pastor noted, “God has a sense of humor. 
God has the last laugh and the last word. That word is Resurrection 
in Jesus Christ! He is Risen!” 

In years past, countries populated by Orthodox, Catholic and 
Protestant Christians, observed Easter Monday as a day of special 
festivities. The festivities included: games, songs, dance, Emmaus 
walks in the country, picnics, pranks, practical jokes, and 
“drenching customs” — boys drenched girls with water, and the 
girls retaliated by drenching the boys. 

In recent years, many Christians tried to “resurrect” Easter 
Monday as “the Day of Joy and Laugher” but found that the day 
after Easter was not the best day to observe the custom so they 
initiated “Holy Humor Sundays” on the First Sunday following 
Easter.  Some congregations have observed the day by: 

distributing plastic Easter eggs – each containing a joke or cartoon 

composing and performing hilarious skits 

collecting percussion instruments and having worshippers use the 
clickers, clackers, dingers, dongers, tooters, shakers, rattlers  to 
“make a joyful noise unto the Lord.” 

having “joy breaks” and “holy humor interruptions” during the 
worship service when church members rise and tell their own 
favorite jokes. 

having youngsters dress in outlandish costumes. 

pastors beginning their sermon by telling a joke 

decorating the sanctuary with balloons and streamers. 

hosting an ice cream social or party in the park for the neighbors 

The Joyful Noiseletter website where you will find an extensive 
article in which congregational leaders share ideas/resources of 
how they have observed Holy Humor Sunday. 

 

We’re not going to have noisemakers or holy humor 
interruptions during mass, but maybe you can make the 

Easter Laugh a family tradition by sharing jokes on 
Easter Sunday and all the Sundays of the season.  It is a 

season of joy! 

http://www.joyfulnoiseletter.com/hhsunday.asp
http://www.joyfulnoiseletter.com/hhsunday.asp
http://www.joyfulnoiseletter.com/hhsunday.asp




 

 

Carlos Jesus Pelais 

WE’RE LOOKING FOR NEW ALTAR SERVERS 
 

TRAINING & PRACTICE SESSIONS BEGIN IN APRIL AND MAY 
 

Beginning in April we will be holding training & practice sessions for new altar servers 
 

There are 5 sessions scheduled, and you’ll need to attend at least 3 of these sessions 
 

We will meet in the Church at 5:30pm for each session, and will cover the ‘what’ and ‘why’ of an altar server’s role, and 
how it all fits into the whole Mass       Here are the dates: 

 
Please call the Rectory and leave your name, phone number and/or an email address. 

Then just come down and join us! 

April May:   

 Tuesday  April 10 Thursday May 3 

 Tuesday  April 17 
 

  Friday April 20 
 

 Sat. April 21      2:30  

  Thursday April 26   

Paschal Candle Memorials 
If  you would like to memorialize the Paschal Candle for the upcoming year 
please fill out and  return this form with your donation of $100 to the Rectory. 

Paschal Candle Memorial 
Name: 

Address: 

 

 

Telephone:                                                        Parishioner ID# 

In Memory Of: 

 

The Diocese of Rockville Centre  

Golden Wedding Liturgy  

Honoring Couples Married  

Fifty Years or More 
This spring, Couples  that have been married fifty years or 
more will be honored at a Mass on Sunday, April 29, 2018 at 
the Church of St. Rose of Lima in Massapequa. Mass will 
begin at 2:30 pm. Registration forms and complete instructions 
can be obtained at the rectory. Registration must be received 
by the Office of Worship by April 13, 2018. If you have any 
questions you may call 516-678-5800 extemsion 504. 
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Holy Week 2018 

PALM SUNDAY, MARCH 25 

(Distribution of Palm at all Masses) 

Saturday, March 24 anticipated Mass at 5:00 pm 

Sunday March 25 Masses at 7:00, 9:00, 10:30 am 

12:00 and 5:00 pm 

Spanish Mass 6:30 pm 

MONDAY OF HOLY WEEK, MARCH 26 

Masses: 7:00 & 9:00 am - Confession after each Mass 

Day of Reconciliation 

Throughout  the diocese, this day will be a  

Day of Reconciliation. The Sacrament will be 

available at various times throughout the afternoon 

and evening in every parish of the diocese. 

At St. Joseph, the Sacrament will be available: 

3:00 – 9:00 pm. 

TUESDAY OF HOLY WEEK, MARCH 27 

Masses: 7:00 & 9:00 am  

WEDNESDAY OF HOLY WEEK, MARCH 28 

Masses 7:00 & 9:00 am - Confession after each Mass  

HOLY THURSDAY, MARCH 29 

9:00 am Morning Prayer 

11:00 am Diocesan Chrism Mass at St. Agnes Cathedral 

7:30 pm Mass of the Lord’s Supper followed by 

Opportunity for quiet prayer until 10:00 pm 

GOOD FRIDAY,  MARCH 30 

9:00 am Morning Prayer 

3:00 pm Liturgy of the Passion of the Lord 

(Holy Communion is distributed at this service) 

5:30 pm Liturgy of the Passion of the Lord (Spanish ) 

(Holy Communion is distributed at this service) 

7:30 pm Living Stations of the Cross 

HOLY SATURDAY, MARCH 31 

9:00 am Morning Prayer (Blessing of Food) 

4:00 pm NO CONFESSIONS 

5:00 pm NO MASS 

7:30 pm Easter Vigil (Please note: this liturgy lasts 2 ½ hours) 

EASTER SUNDAY, APRIL 1 

Sunrise Mass 6:15 am (Ronkonkoma Beach) 

Masses at 7:00, 9:00, 10:30 am & Noon in Church 

Spanish Mass 1:30 pm 

Please Note: there is NO 5:00 pm MASS 



—REMEMBER THOSE WHO HAVE DIED— 
our deceased soldiers and all of our  

deceased relatives and friends. 
 

Dolores Greene, Catherine Szynaka 
 

Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord and let perpetual light 
shine upon them. May they rest in peace.. May their souls 
and all the souls of the faithful departed rest in peace. Amen 

 

 

Venturing Events 
In Carew Hall after 5:00 PM Mass 

Venturing is open to men and women age 14 
through 20 who have graduated from 8th 
Grade.  This year's crew plan is jam packed 
with interesting and fun activities here at St. 

Joseph's and "off-campus" as well. 
 

Come to our meeting and check it out. 
 

 Visit our next meeting: 

            Mach 18, 2018     
          e-mail: Crew272@StJoRonk.org 

      phone: Advisor Mike Keller (631) 872-7675 

What did you do this weekend? 

Cub Scout Pack 272 

Boy Scout Troop 272 

 

St. Joseph’s Cub Scout Pack 272 and Boy Scout Troop 272  
have fun, exciting, educational, character building pro-
grams for boys, age 7 through 17 (first Grade and up).  

 For more information or to enroll your child, 
 contact Dr. Louis Scotti at 656-8428 

or e-mail JoinScouting@StJoRonk.org. 
 

Pack, Troop, and Crew 272 have 

a YEAR-ROUND scouting program. 
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CYO Sport Programs 

http://stjoecyosports.com 

Baseball:    

Intramural (Coed, ages 4-16):      Gene    588-1879 

Travel *  (Boys)         Vinny   543-4100       

Basketball:  

Girls (koolmom4d@msn.com)     Debbie  467-6174 

Clinic Division (Coed Grades K-2)   Nick     585-7723    

Boys Grades 3-12)                 Vinny   543-4100 

Travel*                                       Vinny   543-4100 

Track:     

Boys & Girls, Grades K-8        Jerry    585-4048 

 Soccer : 

Intramural Boys & Girls(ages 3-13)    Joe 585-0748 

                                                              jcaiola@fast.net 

Travel (LIJSL):                                    Rob  721-8831 

Softball:                                              Dennis 467-6174 St. Joseph Parish Gift Shoppe 
 

For your convenience the Parish Gift Shoppe will 
be open after all Masses on the weekends of our 
Share Mercy Sundays. We are located in the Lob-
by outside Carew Hall. You are cordially invited to 
stop in and see the variety of items, reasonably 
priced, for all occasions.  

Faced with a Drinking Problem? 

Perhaps 

Alcoholics Anonymous Can Help. 

“Heart of the Lake” - AA Group 

Meets here at St. Josephs R.C. Church 

In the basement of the Rectory (entrance in rear) 

Wednesday Evening @ 7:30 - 8:45 pm  

And 

Saturday Afternoon @ 2:00 - 3:15 pm 

“The Only Requirement for Membership  

Is a desire to stop drinking.” 






