March 25, 2018 — Palm Sunday

March 25, 2018
Serving Your Sacramental Needs
The Sacrament of Baptism
The Sacrament is celebrated on Sundays at 1:30 PM and on
the first Saturday of each month. Parents, please call the
parish office to arrange a meeting with a priest.
The Sacrament of Eucharist
See front cover for mass times. If you are sick for an
extended period of time or are homebound, contact the
parish office to have someone bring Communion to you.
The Sacrament of Confirmation
School aged children can prepare for this Sacrament by
contacting our Faith Formation Office. Adults who have
yet to be Confirmed should contact the Parish Office
The Sacrament of Reconciliation
As listed on front cover or call the office to see a priest.
The Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick
This Sacrament is for the living. We celebrate this
Sacrament each Spring and Fall for those who are
chronically ill, advanced in age, or who are about to
undergo surgery or hospitalization. We can arrange the
Sacrament at other times by calling the Parish Office.
Emergencies: Call the office to speak to a priest.
Nighttime emergencies
(631) 538-7219
The Sacrament of Matrimony
Bride or Groom please call the office at least six months
before your desired wedding date to begin preparations for
marriage. Please make contact with the parish before
making other wedding day plans!
The Sacrament of Holy Orders
If you feel called to serve in the church as a priest deacon
or in consecrated religious life, call the office to speak to
one of the priests or deacons for guidance.
Interested in possibly becoming Catholic?
Contact the rectory to arrange a meeting to discuss your
questions. We have classes to help people learn about our
faith and decide if becoming Catholic is best for you. This
whole process of inquiry and potential conversion is called
RCIA—The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults.
We will respect your personal journey with God!

Altar Bread & Wine
In Memory of
Betsy Gillin
Requested by
Ann Festa
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Mass Intentions for the Week
Sunday, March 25 (Palm Sunday)
7:00
Cornelius J. Dunleavy (Loving Wife Anne)
9:00
Emma Bonilla (Loving Family)
10:30 Hubert Wilps (Anne Wilps)
12:00 Leo & Jenny Heiman (Loving Daughter Helen), Arthur
Lange (Loving Wife), Manuel Vieira ((Loving Wife &
Children), Alfred Puglisi (Tom & Deb O’Brien), Marilyn
D’Amato (Shawn Taylor), Sebastiano Vitelli
(The Holyat Family)
5:00
Rob Zimmerman (LIVING) (Tim & Sue Grant)
6:30
Spanish Mass
Monday, March 26
7:00
Susan Thetesa Brown (LIVING) (The Marchany Family)
9:00
Marie & Michel Ramalingum, (Franchette Mamodesen)
Tuesday, March 27
7:00
For the People of the Parish
8:45
Guiseppe LaPorta (Loving Family)
Wednesday, March 28
7:00
For the People of the Parish
9:00
Eileen Schmidt (Dcn. Joseph Califano)
Thursday, March 29 (Holy Thursday)
9:00
Morning Prayer
7:30
Mass of the Lords Supper
Friday, March 30
9:00
Morning Prayer
3:00
Liturgy of the Passion
7:30
Living Stations
Saturday, March 31
9:00
Morning Prayer (Blessing of the Food)
7:30
Easter Vigil Mass
Sunday, April 1 (Easter)
6:15
Sunrise Beach Mass
7:00
Easter Mass Intentions
10:30 Easter Mass Intentions
12:00 Easter Mass Intentions
1:30 Spanish Mass

NO 5PM MASS & NO 6:30PM SPANISH MASS

OUR LITURGY
Isaiah foretells that God’s servant will suffer as a
consequence of being a true and faithful disciple. Saint
Paul reminds us that Jesus set aside his glory and power by
becoming one with us in the flesh, but through his humility
and suffering, he has become Lord of all. The Gospel tells
the story of Jesus’ passion and death.
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Respect Life
Abortion Pill Reversal (Excerpts from an article that originally appeared
in Pregnancy Help News, by Jay Hobbs)
On a Saturday morning in early 2017, Katrina officially hit rock bottom.
A day earlier, she had caved in, at her boyfriend’s insistence, and surrendered to abortion. As guilty as she felt, there was just no turning
back now as she sat across the table from Mercedes Henry at Life
Choices Medical Clinic, a Pro-Life pregnancy center located right next
door to the abortion clinic Katrina had visited the day before. That’s
how Katrina felt in the moment, at least. The dread of fear and shame
over her pregnancy had given way to a settled, lifelong night of hopeless
finality the moment she took the first of two pills in the chemical
“abortion pill” regimen. It would take a miracle to save her baby at this
point, but perhaps something even more extraordinary to revive the
hope that died in her heart 24 hours earlier. Before she found out she
was pregnant, she’d been president of her sorority and was looking
ahead to her future career. Now it seemed Katrina was at a crucial
crossroads. Katrina was raised a Catholic, but college life had taken
care of that. By the time she knew she was pregnant, Katrina’s normal
faith was no match for her boyfriends knee-jerk reaction and relentless
pressure. Still the despair she felt after taking the first pill was as crushing as it was immediate. “The second I got there, it didn’t feel right,”
Katrina said. “It was just an eerie, chilling feeling once I walked in. I
just felt completely lifeless. The second I actually took the pill, it hit me
-‘I can’t believe that my selfishness is really getting the best of me and
allowing me to murder an unborn child because of my own selfish reasons and because someone else is getting in my head.” Incredibly Katrina’s parents put two and two together, and showed up unannounced
from their home two hours away. Katrina told them the truth thinking
that would be the end of it, but her mother did a Google search and
found the Abortion Pill Reversal Network, which has helped over 400
mothers rescue their children after starting the two step abortion pill
process. That is what led the family to Mercedes Henry, and the Life
Choices Medical Clinic. After several hours of talking, pleading, counseling, and praying, Mercedes said “Let’s save your baby, Katrina.”
Within hours Katrina was in the office of Life Choices’ medical director
John Littell, MD, FAAFP, receiving emergency injections of progesterone to try and counter the effects of the first abortion pill. Later that
spring, after weeks of regular progesterone treatment, Katrina gave birth
to a healthy little boy she named Gabriel. Along the way she finished
up her college degree and landed a job in her hometown, where she and
Gabriel live with her mother and father. ”Everything just seemed like it
was God’s hand at work,” Katrina said. “We are so blessed to have this
amazing kid, even though he wasn’t in our plans at all. He was just
completely unexpected, but he’s been such a blessing to everyone who
has been a part of this. It’s really brought us closer together in ways we
couldn’t have imagined.” “Katrina has said from the beginning, ‘I never
wanted to be a mom,’ but she is now a great, very thankful mom,” Life
Choices’ executive director Norma Stives said. “It is amazing what can
happen when information and love are presented to these women who
are under such great stress. Katrina is a great example of what happens
when you are empowered.”
Have blessed week, from the Respect Life Committee!
“Before I formed you in the womb, I knew you…” Jeremiah 1:5

Our Prayer and Action
In Building the City of God
Our Prayer for Financial Well Being is $23,700 in our Sunday Offerings
(which will be a $5,000 increase over our 2017 Weekly Average):
Sunday March 18, 2018 Collections:
$19,989
Same Week from Last Year:
$17,420
2018 Weekly Average (to-date)
$18,687
Our 2017 Weekly Average Was:

$18,700

Our Prayer for Evangelization is an increase of 500 new people
at Sunday Mass (which will be 2,043 people at Sunday Mass):

Mass Attendance on Sun. March 18th:
1,753
2018 Average Mass Attendance:
1,697
2017 Average Mass Attendance:
1,543
________________________________________________
Our Prayer for our St Joseph School Enrollment
Is 245 Students (which is an increase of 50 Students):

2017/18 Enrollment is currently:
2018/19 Enrollment:

197
in process

Our Prayer for Parish Vocations is 5 new vocations
from within St. Joseph Parish
None as yet, but this is always

in process

Repair & Maintenance of Our Parish Building:

March 2018 Collection
Specified Donations
25% used to repay Spending to date*
Balance toward $17,000 Goal

$5,056
6,610
(2,916)
$8,750→52% of GOAL!

*Balance of Spending to be repaid is ($14,654)
__________________________________________________________
Catholic Ministries Appeal
2018 Goal:
Pledged - to - Date
Percentage of Goal

$75,000
33,235
44.3%

Do you Knit? Crochet?
The Respect Life Ministry will be collecting diapers and baby
items for mothers in need in May. If you’d like to make
something special, now’s a great time to get started! Handmade blankets and sweaters are always appreciated at Birthright and the Life Center, so thank you in advance for sharing your talents with others. More details about the collection
will be forthcoming.

Announcement From the Diocese

Join us in Holy Week Fasting and Prayer

Last week the Diocese of Rockville Centre announced some very
difficult and painful decisions regarding Catholic Education.
Bishop McGann-Mercy High School will close at the end of the
school year and Our Lady of Mercy and St. Isidore schools will
combine into a new N-8 school:
St. John Paul II Regional School which will open September
2018.
The decision was made reluctantly, and only after much study
and prayer. The diocese plans to do everything possible to make
the transition as easy as possible for those affected.
A
special
hotline
(516-280-4124)
and
website
(www.eastendcatholicschools.org) have been set up for parents,
students, faculty and staff who need additional information.
Please pray for all our families, teachers and staff and our
children who are most affected by this announcement.

It isn’t that hard - you choose what you will fast from: a meal a
day, a favorite snack (or drink), time in front of TV or social
media, etc. While you are doing it, pray for our parish. For more
information, go to our website: www.stjosephronkonkoma.org

By Our Loving Service and Works of Mercy
We Invite…
Our parish community has grown in our communal works of
mercy by having Share Mercy Sundays once a month. On these
Sundays we learn about, or are involved in a work of mercy
while we also share some snacks and each other’s company.
We want to invite you all to join us in one of these works of
mercy…
Last October, we had a visit from The Guide Dog Foundation in
Smithtown. The children of our parish made a commitment to
sponsor the training of a Guide Dog Puppy. We need to raise
$6,000 to do this and we are almost half way there!
We name the dog we sponsor! So we want your input. Starting
next month, on the second Sunday of the month (the week after
Share Mercy Sunday), we will have a place set up where you can
vote for a name for our sponsored puppy. Every vote will cost
$1. You can vote as often as you want.
We will have names on a ballot (including: Joseph - or “Joey”,
Mercy and a few others) or you can write in your preference.
This will get us over the top sooner so our sponsored puppy can
get trained and get to work as soon as possible.
Here’s another way you can be involved in this work of
mercy:
Guide Dog Puppies need to live with a family for about 14
months to get their initial socialization and training. Maybe you
want to be an official Puppy Walker Family! That is an amazing
work of mercy!
More invitations to do mercy next week!

At Our St Baldrick Head Shaving Event on
March 4, We Raised $13,871 to Fight
Childhood Cancer! Thank You!

Catholic Ministries Appeal
The Catholic Ministries Appeal (CMA) is an invitation for all
members of the church to join in the larger works of mercy that
cannot be done in our parish (things like Catholic Hospitals,
Catholic Charities, Catholic High Schools, Seminary training for
priests and deacons, etc.)
This year, responding to this invitation will definitely help us
too!
Every parish is given a goal for fundraising for the CMA. Often,
our assigned goal is beyond our reach and I ask for it to be
reduced. Often the reduced goal is still just beyond our reach.
But things are changing. Last year our goal was $85,000. We
didn’t reach it but we did get over 80% of the goal. Anything
over 80% becomes a rebate for the parish. We received a $1,400
rebate last year.
This year our goal is $75,000. That is only $6,000 more than
we collected last year. If we reach this goal, we will receive a
$15,000 rebate! That’s almost an extra week of Sunday
offerings for our parish!
So I ask you all to think and pray about supporting our parish by
supporting the Catholic Ministries Appeal this year!
-Fr Mike

We Want Your Input
As we celebrate 50 years of worship in our church building (our
home), we also need to look at some needed repairs to our
buildings and grounds. Below is a partial list of things that need
our attention. We would love your input on what things are most
urgent and most important:
____Finish the closets in Carew Hall
____Renovate the two classrooms in Carew Hall
____Replace all tables in Carew Hall
____Parking lot behind church (some of this will be covered by
insurance)
____Parking area behind rectory (remove cement slabs; create a
two way driveway into other lot)
____Clean up back yard
____Complete corral fence on back yard, plant grass inside
fenced area
____Create gathering space in yard
____Replace carpets in aisles in church
____Replace the carpet going up to the altar
Please pick the work projects that you think are top priority (top
3) and drop this in the basket or at the office. We appreciate your
input as we make improvements on our home!

WE’RE LOOKING FOR NEW ALTAR SERVERS
TRAINING & PRACTICE SESSIONS BEGIN IN APRIL AND MAY
Beginning in April we will be holding training & practice sessions for new altar servers
There are 5 sessions scheduled, and you’ll need to attend at least 3 of these sessions
We will meet in the Church at 5:30pm for each session, and will cover the ‘what’ and ‘why’ of an altar server’s role, and
how it all fits into the whole Mass
Here are the dates:

April
Tuesday April 10
Tuesday April 17
Friday April 20
Sat. April 21 2:30
Thursday April 26

May:
Thursday May 3

Please call the Rectory and leave your name, phone number and/or an email address.
Then just come down and join us!

Paschal Candle Memorials
If you would like to memorialize the Paschal Candle for the upcoming year
please fill out and return this form with your donation of $100 to the Rectory.

Paschal Candle Memorial
Name:
Address:

Telephone:

Parishioner ID#

In Memory Of:

The Diocese of Rockville Centre
Golden Wedding Liturgy
Honoring Couples Married
Fifty Years or More
This spring, Couples that have been married fifty years or
more will be honored at a Mass on Sunday, April 29, 2018 at
the Church of St. Rose of Lima in Massapequa. Mass will
begin at 2:30 pm. Registration forms and complete instructions
can be obtained at the rectory. Registration must be received
by the Office of Worship by April 13, 2018. If you have any
questions you may call 516-678-5800 extemsion 504.

Jameson Patrick Deutesh
Dylan Casey McKiernan
Maria Ascenza Mendelson
Donald Pierre—Canel Jr.

Page 8

Please come and join with our Parish Family as we celebrate
DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY, ON APRIL 8 AT 3PM “THE HOUR OF MERCY”
“It is my desire that the feast of My Mercy be solemnly celebrated on the first
Sunday after Easter…”

What is Divine Mercy? It is about God’s love for us. Divine Mercy is a particular kind of love. When love encounters suffering, poverty, brokenness and sin, it mercifully takes action to do something about it. Mercy is love going out to misery; Divine Mercy is love
poured on sinful humanity to fee it from sin and its consequences. Jesus promised to give great graces on Divine Mercy Sunday. Specifically, He told St. Faustina: “On that day, the very depths of My tender mercy ate opened. I pour out a whole ocean of graces
upon those souls who approach the fount of My mercy. On that day, all the divine floodgates through which graces flow are
opened.” Regarding the graces of Divine Mercy Sunday, Jesus told St. Faustina, “The soul that will go to confession and receive
Holy Communion shall obtain complete forgiveness of sins and punishment” To receive the grace f Divine Mercy Sunday, you
simply need to go to confession (up to 20 days before or after Divine Mercy Sunday) be in the state of grace ((no mortal sin); and receive Holy Communion on that day with the intention of obtaining the promised grace.
“At three o’clock, implore my Mercy, especially for poor sinners - for at that moment, Mercy was opened wide for every soul.
In this hour, you can obtain everything for yourself and for others...for the asking. It is the hour of grace for the whole world.
In this hour, I will refuse nothing to the soul that makes a request of me in virtue of my passion…”

2018 Adult Confirmation
Looking to become a fully initiated Catholic? Our Confirmation program for
already-baptized Catholics will meet in the rectory conference room beginning
Wednesday, April 18 at 7pm and last for 4 sessions as shown below, with the
sacrament being administered Pentecost Sunday, May 20 at 12pm. The following
topics will be discussed:
Wed April 18
Wed April 25
Wed May 2
Wed May 9
Wed May 16

Prayer and Faith
No Class
Basics of Scripture
The Mass
Sacraments and preparation for Confirmation
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Cub Scout Pack 272
Boy Scout Troop 272
St. Joseph’s Cub Scout Pack 272 and Boy Scout Troop 272
have fun, exciting, educational, character building programs for boys, age 7 through 17 (first Grade and up).
For more information or to enroll your child,
contact Dr. Louis Scotti at 656-8428
or e-mail JoinScouting@StJoRonk.org.

Pack, Troop, and Crew 272 have
a YEAR-ROUND scouting program.

CYO Sport Programs
http://stjoecyosports.com
Baseball:
Intramural (Coed, ages 4-16):
Gene
588-1879
Travel * (Boys)
Vinny
543-4100
Basketball:
Girls (koolmom4d@msn.com)
Debbie
467-6174
Clinic Division (Coed Grades K-2) Nick
585-7723
Boys Grades 3-12)
Vinny
543-4100
Travel*
Vinny
543-4100
Track:
Boys & Girls, Grades K-8
Jerry 585-4048
Soccer :
Intramural Boys & Girls(ages 3-13) Joe 585-0748
jcaiola@fast.net
Travel (LIJSL):
Rob
721-8831
Softball:
Dennis 467-6174

Venturing Events
In Carew Hall after 5:00 PM Mass
Venturing is open to men and women age 14
through 20 who have graduated from 8th
Grade. This year's crew plan is jam packed
with interesting and fun activities here at St.
Joseph's and "off-campus" as well.
Come to our meeting and check it out.
Visit our next meeting:
Mach 25 2018
Tonight
e-mail: Crew272@StJoRonk.org
phone: Advisor Mike Keller (631) 872-7675

What did you do this weekend?

St. Joseph Parish Gift Shoppe
For your convenience the Parish Gift Shoppe will
be open after all Masses on the weekends of our
Share Mercy Sundays. We are located in the Lobby outside Carew Hall. You are cordially invited to
stop in and see the variety of items, reasonably
priced, for all occasions.

Faced with a Drinking Problem?
Perhaps
Alcoholics Anonymous Can Help.
“Heart of the Lake” - AA Group
Meets here at St. Josephs R.C. Church
In the basement of the Rectory (entrance in rear)
Wednesday Evening @ 7:30 - 8:45 pm
And
Saturday Afternoon @ 2:00 - 3:15 pm
“The Only Requirement for Membership
Is a desire to stop drinking.”

—REMEMBER THOSE WHO HAVE DIED—
our deceased soldiers and all of our
deceased relatives and friends.
Michael Lawlor, Timothy Clemens
Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord and let perpetual light
shine upon them. May they rest in peace.. May their souls
and all the souls of the faithful departed rest in peace. Amen

