April 1, 2018 — Easter Sunday

April 1, 2018
Serving Your Sacramental Needs
The Sacrament of Baptism
The Sacrament is celebrated on Sundays at 1:30 PM and on
the first Saturday of each month. Parents, please call the
parish office to arrange a meeting with a priest.
The Sacrament of Eucharist
See front cover for mass times. If you are sick for an
extended period of time or are homebound, contact the
parish office to have someone bring Communion to you.
The Sacrament of Confirmation
School aged children can prepare for this Sacrament by
contacting our Faith Formation Office. Adults who have
yet to be Confirmed should contact the Parish Office
The Sacrament of Reconciliation
As listed on front cover or call the office to see a priest.
The Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick
This Sacrament is for the living. We celebrate this
Sacrament each Spring and Fall for those who are
chronically ill, advanced in age, or who are about to
undergo surgery or hospitalization. We can arrange the
Sacrament at other times by calling the Parish Office.
Emergencies: Call the office to speak to a priest.
Nighttime emergencies
(631) 538-7219
The Sacrament of Matrimony
Bride or Groom please call the office at least six months
before your desired wedding date to begin preparations for
marriage. Please make contact with the parish before
making other wedding day plans!
The Sacrament of Holy Orders
If you feel called to serve in the church as a priest deacon
or in consecrated religious life, call the office to speak to
one of the priests or deacons for guidance.
Interested in possibly becoming Catholic?
Contact the rectory to arrange a meeting to discuss your
questions. We have classes to help people learn about our
faith and decide if becoming Catholic is best for you. This
whole process of inquiry and potential conversion is called
RCIA—The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults.
We will respect your personal journey with God!

Altar Bread & Wine
In Memory of
Mickelson & Williams Families
Requested by
Barbara Mickelson
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Mass Intentions for the Week
Sunday, April 1 (Easter Sunday)
6:15
Sunrise Beach Mass
7:00
9:00
Easter
Mass
10:30
Intentions
12:00
1:30
Spanish Mass
Monday, April 2
7:00
George J. Raab Jr. ((Loving Family)
9:00
Araceli Manalo (Loving Children)
Tuesday, April 3
7:00
Joseph J. Onufrak (Loving Mother)
9:00
Godofredo Alcantara (Loving Wife, Son & Grandson)
Wednesday, April 4
7:00
Carmela & Filippo Dimiceli (Joseph Scala)
9:00
Mary & Andrew Napolitano (Jean, Norman & Family)
Thursday, April 5
7:00
Darlene Dunleavy (Martin DeBobes)
9:00
Mary Tantone (Loving Husband & Children)
Friday, April 6
7:00
For the People of the Parish
9:00
Eileen Tobias (Joann & Caleb)
Saturday, April 7
8:00
Angelo & Theresa DeFilippo (Marie DeFilippo)
5:00
Kerry Foy Migliaro (Loving Family)
Douglas J. McDonough (Ruth Barrios & Janine Marcelino),
John Hughes (Loving Mother Maria), Ryan Blair
(Loving Parents)
Sunday, April 8
7:00
For the People of the Parish
9:00
Michael Timo (Mary Montalto), Courtney Marnick (The
Antonucci Family), Veronica Byrnes Bradley (Family of
Lucia Koster), Mary Simonelli (Mr. & Mrs. P. Riccardelli),
James F. O’Neal (Loving Wife), Ann DePiazza
(Catherine O’Neal),
10:30 Jose Martins (Loving Family)
12:00 Rita Cluen (Mr. & Mrs. Gary R. Mee)
5:00 Matthew Spataro (John & Joan Leonick)
6:30 Spanish Mass

OUR LITURGY
Saint Peter gives a summary of the Paschal Mystery in our
reading from Acts. In the reading from Colossians, Paul
reminds us that being raised in Christ calls us to a higher
standard. In the Gospel, Mary Magdala does not go into
the empty tomb right away. Instead, she seeks out Peter
and the Beloved Disciple.
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Respect Life
For most Pro-Life people, the question of abortion is simple. It is a
brutal, heinous act, and it is wrong. It is gravely sinful, it separates us
from God, and it degrades our society. But too often it can become
abstract, another political talking point. It is very easy for the issue to
lose its humanity, and that is very dangerous, because it allows us to
forget the real point of this fight. We are not fighting to win a political
argument, or to get some piece of legislation past, although they are
both important. We are fighting to save the lives of human beings; real
people. Human beings whose parents, in a moment of despair, or fear,
or panic, have been provided with the convenient proposition that it is
not yet a human being, so you are not committing any atrocity; you are
simply having a medical procedure. As always, the devil doesn’t come
to these parents as a hideous monster, forcing to them to do something
they don’t want to do. He comes as a whisper, sounding very reasonable, convincing them that they are doing the right thing, the unselfish
thing. And before they know it, the act is complete, and they must live
with the results for the rest of their lives. Like many sins, abortion has a
ripple effect that can touch the lives of many people, not just the victim,
or the parents.
We must not forget the victims. We must not forget that they are real
people, not abstract. If we really believe this, then we must
acknowledge that over the last 40 years abortion is the number one
cause of death in the country. It isn’t cancer, or heart disease, or gun
violence, or car accidents. It is abortion. Happily, the number of abortions performed in this country has been dropping annually. The CDC’s
number is approximately 360,000 per year, but doesn’t count the states
that do not cooperate with the survey, including California. It is estimated that the number is closer to 400,000 per year. To put this in perspective, there have been approximately 61 million abortions since Roe
vs. Wade. That is 61 million human beings, or almost six times the
number that died in the death camps of world war two; almost 60 times
the number of American service people who have died in all of the
country’s wars (about 1.1 million). 60 million unique individuals that
God sent to us and that God had a plan for. We as a society are allowing this. In a poll conducted by the Pew Research Center abortion
ranked 13th in the list of voter concerns (http://www.peoplepress.org/2016/07/07/4-top-voting-issues-in-2016-election/). Terrorism
and gun policy ranked 2nd and 5th respectively. These are both extremely important issues, but pale in comparison to abortion when
counted by deaths. This is a clear indication that, as a society, we are
not thinking of the victims of abortion as human beings. We need to
change our perspective, and we need to stand up and fight.
On this Easter of 2018, please take a moment to remember the victims
of abortion. Also, please pray for the families of those whose lives have
been touched by abortion, and pray to end the number one human rights
issue in our country.

Our Prayer and Action
In Building the City of God
Our Prayer for Financial Well Being is $23,700 in our Sunday
Offerings(which will be a $5,000 increase over our 2017 Weekly Average):
Sunday March 25, 2018 Collections:
$28,952
Same Week from Last Year:
$28,365
2018 Weekly Average (to-date)
$19,030
Our 2017 Weekly Average Was:

$18,700

Our Prayer for Evangelization is an increase of 500 new people
at Sunday Mass (which will be 2,043 people at Sunday Mass):

Mass Attendance on Sun. March 25th:
2,722
2017 Palm Sunday
2,725
2018 Average Mass Attendance:
1,782
2017 Average Mass Attendance:
1,543
________________________________________________
Our Prayer for our St Joseph School Enrollment
Is 245 Students (which is an increase of 50 Students):

2017/18 Enrollment is currently:
2018/19 Enrollment:

198
in process

Our Prayer for Parish Vocations is 5 new vocations
from within St. Joseph Parish
None as yet, but this is always

in process

Repair & Maintenance of Our Parish Building:

March 2018 Collection
$5,056
Specified Donations
$6,610
25% used to repay Spending to date*
(2,916)
Balance toward $17,000 Goal
$8,750 - 52% of Goal
*Balance of Spending to be repaid is ($14,654)
__________________________________________________________
Catholic Ministries Appeal
2018 Goal:
Pledged - to - Date
Percentage of Goal

$75,000
39,005
52%

Happy Easter, and have blessed week, from the Respect Life
Committee!
“Before I formed you in the womb, I knew you…” Jeremiah 1:5

Respect Life Committee News
Change of date… Due to inclement weather, our March
3 meeting was rescheduled for Saturday, April 7th at
9:30 in Father Carew Hall (basement of the church).
Please come join us. New members are always welcome! For more information, contact Sally Miller at
631-737-5120,

Games and Art &
Crafts!
────
Chicken fingers &
mac and cheese!

SATURDAY, MAY 5, 2018
6-9PM

Sponsored by The Respect Life Committee
In honor of Mother’s Day, we would like to give moms a night off.
Register ahead of time, then drop your children off with us for an
evening of supervised fun.
6-9pm in Fr. Carew Hall (basement of church)
Children ages 3-8
(Older siblings are welcome but must be registered as well.)
$5 for one child $10 for 2+ siblings
(Fee is to defray the cost of dinner.)
Registration and payment are required by Friday, April 27.
Registration forms can be dropped off at rectory or put in rectory
mail slot. First come, First serve. Limited spots available!

────
Video
────
Popcorn

────
Great Community
Service Opportunity for
students Grades 7-12

Email
Christina@stjoronk.org
for volunteering info

--------------------------------------------Child/ren’s Name/s and age/s
______________________________________________
Older Sibling/s Name/s and age/s:
______________________________________________
Any allergies:
______________________________________________
Parent’s Name: ___________________________________
Parent’s Phone Number: _____________________________
Emergency Contact Name & Phone Number:
______________________________________________
Total Amount enclosed (cash or check): ___________________

Photo Release I hereby grant St.
Joseph R.C. Church permission
to use my child’s likeness in a
photograph, video, or other
digital media (“photo”) in any
and all of its publications,
including web- based
publications, without payment
or other consideration.
Parent’s Signature:
______________________

Family Mass
At St. Joseph
Next Mass: Sunday, April 8, 10:30AM

HOW CHILDREN CAN GET
INVOLVED
Children’s Choir Members
Contact: Mike Keller
MikeKeller@StJoRonk.org

Altar Servers
Contact: Ed Grieb
EdGrieb@StJoRonk.org

Lectors
Contact: Anne DiNero
Annedinero1@gmail.com

We believe that we celebrate Mass as a family and that our
youth are an integral part of the parish family.
So it is in this sense of ‘family’ that we invite our youth
from all of our programs: Faith Formation, St. Joseph
School, and Home-school to participate in our “Family
Mass”.

Welcome Greeters
Contact: Michele Nappi
Michele@StJoRonk.org

Gift Bearers
Please speak to the Ushers at Mass

St. Joseph Parish Gift Shoppe
For your convenience the Parish Gift Shoppe will
be open after all Masses on the weekends of our
Share Mercy Sundays. We are located in the Lobby outside Carew Hall. You are cordially invited to
stop in and see the variety of items, reasonably
priced, for all occasions.

Mark your calendars for the evenings of April 24th, 25th and 26th as we invite you to join us for an
Easter Retreat.
Our hearts are the dwelling place where God’s gifts of Faith, Hope and Love reside forever.

Mon. April 24th @ 7:30pm – Deacon Bill Dobbins will lead us an evening on Faith. Surrendering our
Trust to God is a challenge for all of us in today’s world.
Tues. April 25th @ 7:30pm – Deacon Ed Grieb will lead an evening on Hope. True Hope is rooted in
God alone, and Hope in God’s gift of faith and love will see us through to eternal life in Heaven
Wed. April 24th @ 7:30pm – Deacon Mike Devenney will lead an evening on Love. “For God so loved
the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish
but may have eternal life.” (John 3:16)

We Invite You to Live Mercy All Ways!
A couple of years ago, Pope Francis gave the church a wonderful gift - The Year of Mercy. When this was first announced
someone said to me, “A year of Mercy? Isn’t mercy supposed to be our lifestyle as Christians?” Pope Francis answered that
question when he said the Holy Year of Mercy was a chance for Catholics to “rediscover the core, to return to what is essential” and
to “rediscover the youthful, beautiful face of the church, the face that is radiant when it is welcoming, free, faithful, poor in means
but rich in love, on mission.”
We are a people of mercy - called to serve our brothers and sisters wherever there is a need. If we all lived this way, we would find
ourselves being served by others whenever we had a need. That sounds like paradise!

The Giving Doll New York
Bringing smiles to sick and needy kids!

Dolls

St Baldrick’s Foundation 2018
St. Joseph Parish held its first St. Baldrick's event to help raise money for kids battling cancer. We exceeded our $3000.00 goal
and raised over $13,000. We are grateful for the prayers and financial support of the people.

St Joseph Parish held a Shoe Shine Day to raise money to build a home for a family in El Salvador. Way to go people!

St Joseph Respect Life Ministry Sponsors Baby Bottle Campaign for Life Center of Long Island

St Joseph is in the process of raising money to sponsor the training of a
Guide Dog puppy. We just crossed the half way mark for our puppy!
Once we reach our goal at $6000.00 we get to choose a name for the pup!

Whatever you
do for the least
of my brothers
and sisters you
do for me.
(Matthew 25:40)

St Joseph Soup Kitchen hosts Christmas Party
Did you know that our Soup Kitchen serves healthy and delicious dinners 3times every week of the year?
Works of Mercy
Faith Formation
classes created
decorations and
made candy bags. St
Joseph parishioners
donated socks.

OUR MISSION IS TO WALK WITH THE POOR AND MARGINALIZED OF THE WORLD.
Fr. Bonnot visited St Joseph Parish, shared stories, and invited us to sponsor someone needing our help.

We believe in...
▪ strong families
▪ the wisdom of mothers
▪ the power of
friendships
▪ the dignity of all
people
▪ in hope
St Joseph Advent Box Project
Each day parishioners filled a
box with foods to be donated to
St Joseph Parish Outreach

Grandparents Day

Everyone enjoyed the day as
we remembered and gave
thanks to those that taught
and cared for us and helped
shape our faith!

Valentine cards were created for those
currently serving in the military and
veterans at

Cards and candy bags were
delivered to nursing homes

Join us as we strive to LIVE MERCY ALL WAYS!

Stony
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CALL TO ACTION: DRUG AWARENESS IN RONKONKOMA AND
SURROUNDING COMMUNITIES
St. Joseph Parish and CYO Program will be hosting an evening
discussion on Drug Awareness on Monday April 16 at 7:30pm.
The evening is intended to engage our community in a timely conversation concerning the reality of substance abuse in the community. The presentation is targeted towards adults - parents, grand-parents and caregivers – who are invited to attend and benefit from the information
presented and discussed. Speakers will include:
Kym Laube, Executive Director of HUGS, Human Understanding and Growth Services, a
leading expert in addiction prevention and a dynamic speaker.
Linda Ventura, Founder of Thomas’ Hope Foundation and a Kings Park mom who lost her
son to addiction. Linda will share her personal experience of living with, and losing a child to,
addiction.
Kym and Linda have been presenting to groups across Long Island and NY State, and keep
their presentation uplifting, humorous and engaging.
Education plays a critical role in preventing substance abuse. The opioid epidemic in particular
is now a full-blown national crisis, and President Donald Trump has declared opioid addiction
a public health emergency.
What: Drug Awareness in the Ronkonkoma and Surrounding Communities
When: Monday April 16 @ 7:30 pm
Where: St. Joseph Church, 45 Church Street, Ronkonkoma.

This year, supporting to the Catholic Ministries
Appeal will help us too!
Every parish is given a goal for fundraising for the
Catholic Ministries Appeal (CMA). Often, our goal is
beyond our reach and I ask for it to be reduced. Often the
reduced goal is still just beyond our reach. This year is
different. Last year our goal was $85,000. We didn’t
reach it but we got over 80% of the goal. Anything over
80% becomes a rebate for the parish. We received a
$1,400 rebate last year.
This year our goal is $75,000. That is only $6,000 more
than we collected last year. If we reach this goal, we will
receive a $15,000 rebate! That’s almost an extra week of
Sunday offerings for our parish!
So I ask you all to think and pray about supporting our
parish by supporting the CMA this year!
-Fr Mike

Please come and join with our Parish Family as we celebrate
DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY, ON APRIL 8 AT 3PM “THE HOUR OF MERCY”
“It is my desire that the feast of My Mercy be solemnly celebrated on the first
Sunday after Easter…”

What is Divine Mercy? It is about God’s love for us. Divine Mercy is a particular kind of love. When love encounters suffering, poverty, brokenness and sin, it mercifully takes action to do something about it. Mercy is love going out to misery; Divine Mercy is love
poured on sinful humanity to fee it from sin and its consequences. Jesus promised to give great graces on Divine Mercy Sunday. Specifically, He told St. Faustina: “On that day, the very depths of My tender mercy ate opened. I pour out a whole ocean of graces
upon those souls who approach the fount of My mercy. On that day, all the divine floodgates through which graces flow are
opened.” Regarding the graces of Divine Mercy Sunday, Jesus told St. Faustina, “The soul that will go to confession and receive
Holy Communion shall obtain complete forgiveness of sins and punishment” To receive the grace f Divine Mercy Sunday, you
simply need to go to confession (up to 20 days before or after Divine Mercy Sunday) be in the state of grace ((no mortal sin); and receive Holy Communion on that day with the intention of obtaining the promised grace.
“At three o’clock, implore my Mercy, especially for poor sinners - for at that moment, Mercy was opened wide for every soul.
In this hour, you can obtain everything for yourself and for others...for the asking. It is the hour of grace for the whole world.
In this hour, I will refuse nothing to the soul that makes a request of me in virtue of my passion…”

Share Mercy Sunday April 8th
Join us on Share Mercy Sunday, April 8th by wearing leather shoes and allowing us to do a work of mercy for you and for a family in
El Salvador! Here’s how you can help. Come with leather (not suede) shoes on the weekend of April 7th and 8th and we will shine your
shoes after masses (outside church if the weather cooperates) We are asking for a voluntary offering for this service. What we raise will
help us build a home and the rest will go to a Scholarship Fund through Unbound. While we are in El Salvador (July 28th - August 3rd)
we hope to be able to keep you up to date on our trip through pictures and reflections on Facebook. If anyone wants to join in the work
of shoe shining, we will gladly make room for you!
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Cub Scout Pack 272
Boy Scout Troop 272
St. Joseph’s Cub Scout Pack 272 and Boy Scout Troop 272
have fun, exciting, educational, character building programs for boys, age 7 through 17 (first Grade and up).
For more information or to enroll your child,
contact Dr. Louis Scotti at 656-8428
or e-mail JoinScouting@StJoRonk.org.

Pack, Troop, and Crew 272 have
a YEAR-ROUND scouting program.

CYO Sport Programs
http://stjoecyosports.com
Baseball:
Intramural (Coed, ages 4-16):
Gene
588-1879
Travel * (Boys)
Vinny
543-4100
Basketball:
Girls (koolmom4d@msn.com)
Debbie
467-6174
Clinic Division (Coed Grades K-2) Nick
585-7723
Boys Grades 3-12)
Vinny
543-4100
Travel*
Vinny
543-4100
Track:
Boys & Girls, Grades K-8
Jerry 585-4048
Soccer :
Intramural Boys & Girls(ages 3-13) Joe 585-0748
jcaiola@fast.net
Travel (LIJSL):
Rob
721-8831
Softball:
Dennis 467-6174

Faced with a Drinking Problem?
Perhaps
Alcoholics Anonymous Can Help.
“Heart of the Lake” - AA Group
Meets here at St. Josephs R.C. Church
In the basement of the Rectory (entrance in rear)
Wednesday Evening @ 7:30 - 8:45 pm
And
Saturday Afternoon @ 2:00 - 3:15 pm
“The Only Requirement for Membership
Is a desire to stop drinking.”

Venturing Events
In Carew Hall after 5:00 PM Mass
Venturing is open to men and women age 14
through 20 who have graduated from 8th
Grade. This year's crew plan is jam packed
with interesting and fun activities here at St.
Joseph's and "off-campus" as well.
Come to our meeting and check it out.
Visit our next meeting:
April 8, 2018 Tonight
e-mail: Crew272@StJoRonk.org
phone: Advisor Mike Keller (631) 872-7675

What did you do this weekend?

The Diocese of Rockville Centre
Golden Wedding Liturgy
Honoring Couples Married
Fifty Years or More
This spring, Couples that have been married fifty years or
more will be honored at a Mass on Sunday, April 29, 2018 at
the Church of St. Rose of Lima in Massapequa. Mass will
begin at 2:30 pm. Registration forms and complete instructions
can be obtained at the rectory. Registration must be received
by the Office of Worship by April 13, 2018. If you have any
questions you may call 516-678-5800 extemsion 504.

—REMEMBER THOSE WHO HAVE DIED—
our deceased soldiers and all of our
deceased relatives and friends.
Charles Maimone, Debra Gaughan, Madeline McDonald,
Harold Green, William DeLemo, Antoinette Stroveglia,
Edward Hudson
Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord and let perpetual light
shine upon them. May they rest in peace.. May their souls
and all the souls of the faithful departed rest in peace. Amen

