May 6, 2018 — Sixth Sunday of Easter

May 6, 2018
Serving Your Sacramental Needs
The Sacrament of Baptism
The Sacrament is celebrated on Sundays at 1:30 PM and on
the first Saturday of each month. Parents, please call the
parish office to arrange a meeting with a priest.
The Sacrament of Eucharist
See front cover for mass times. If you are sick for an
extended period of time or are homebound, contact the
parish office to have someone bring Communion to you.
The Sacrament of Confirmation
School aged children can prepare for this Sacrament by
contacting our Faith Formation Office. Adults who have
yet to be Confirmed should contact the Parish Office
The Sacrament of Reconciliation
As listed on front cover or call the office to see a priest.
The Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick
This Sacrament is for the living. We celebrate this
Sacrament each Spring and Fall for those who are
chronically ill, advanced in age, or who are about to
undergo surgery or hospitalization. We can arrange the
Sacrament at other times by calling the Parish Office.
Emergencies: Call the office to speak to a priest.
Nighttime emergencies
(631) 538-7219
The Sacrament of Matrimony
Bride or Groom please call the office at least six months
before your desired wedding date to begin preparations for
marriage. Please make contact with the parish before
making other wedding day plans!
The Sacrament of Holy Orders
If you feel called to serve in the church as a priest deacon
or in consecrated religious life, call the office to speak to
one of the priests or deacons for guidance.
Interested in possibly becoming Catholic?
Contact the rectory to arrange a meeting to discuss your
questions. We have classes to help people learn about our
faith and decide if becoming Catholic is best for you. This
whole process of inquiry and potential conversion is called
RCIA—The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults.
We will respect your personal journey with God!
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Mass Intentions for the Week
Sunday, May 6 (Sixth Sunday of Easter)
7:00
For the People of the Parish
9:00
For the People of the Parish
10:30 Michael Trotta (Laura & Ed Mitchell), Howard Ferry
(Loving Wife & Family), Patricia Pfeiffer (Pat & Ray),
Robert Bruno (Avril), Antonio Vitalino (Helen & Tom
Nguyen), Peter Leone (The Leone Family)
12:00 Kim Marrero (Maureen & Selina Alfonso)
5:00 For the People of the Parish
Monday, May 7
7:00 For the People of the Parish
9:00 Liana Ferrante (Giulio & Sally Ferrante)
Tuesday, May 8
7:00 For the People of the Parish
9:00 Norma Sferrazza (Marie & James Torretta & Family)
Wednesday, May 9
7:00 Marie Andina (Charles Schultz)
9:00 Athanasios Karameris (Lori & Kevin O’Toole)
Thursday, May 10 (The Ascension of the Lord)
7:00
8:45
12:10
For the
People of
7:30
the Parish
Friday,
May 11
7:00
Gerard B. Greek (Loving Family)
9:00
Marian Seavers (Mr. & Mrs. John DiAngelo)
Saturday, May 12
8:00
For the People of the Parish
5:00
Edward Forsyth (The Forsyth Family), Thomas Derenches
(Marie & Frank D’Annunzio & Family), Dr. Jeff J. Coletti
(Loving Wife), For the People of the Parish
Sunday, May 6 (Sixth Sunday of Easter)
7:00
9:00
10:30
12:00
5:00
Mother’s
Day Mass
6:30
Spanish Mass
Intentions

OUR LITURGY
Altar Bread & Wine
In Memory of
Mae & Kenneth Rau
Requested by
Ann Festa

In the first reading, Peter speaks of fearing the Lord and
doing his work, and the Holy Spirit comes upon the
believers. Peter commands even the Gentiles who have
received the Holy Spirit to be baptized. In John’s First
Letter, he writes of loving one another because God is
love, and he abides in us when we love. Jesus explains in
the Gospel that we are commanded to love as he has loved
- by laying down our lives for each other.
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May 6, 2018

Respect Life
“The unborn child is a ‘baby’ when wanted, a ‘fetus’ when it is

not.”

So says a columnist in a local newspaper, in her column last week.
Therefore. let’s review some facts with some questions and answers:
Is the unborn baby a human being?
The life of a baby begins long before birth. A new individual
human being begins growing in the mother’s uterus shortly after
fertilization, and if that baby’s life in the uterus is not interrupted,
he/she will live to become a walking, talking, human person.
What happens at fertilization?
At fertilization, when the sperm and the ovum meet to form a
single cell, a new human life is created. All characteristics of each
person –sex – is it male or female, eye color, shoe size, intelligence, etc – are determined. That single new cell needs nothing but
nutrition and oxygen, and of course, shelter. Within one week of
fertilization, a new human being implants in the mother’s uterus
and is nourished there.
What happens at six weeks? At seven weeks?
The baby’s heart has already begun to beat and pump blood
(blood type often different from the mother’s), brain waves that
can be measured with an electroencephalogram.
A seven week old unborn baby swims freely in the amniotic fluid
sac; the mother, however, does not feel those movements until
about 4 ½ months into her pregnancy.
That, by the way, is called ‘quickening’.
How active is the baby at nine or so weeks?
The answer is VERY. At 10-11 weeks the baby can ‘breathe’
amniotic fluid and
urinate; all organ systems are functioning
- the little feet are perfectly shaped; (You may be familiar with the
‘little feet’ pin worn by many pro-lifers); the eyelids, nails and
fingerprints are present. From this age on, there is only growth in
size and maturation of the organs already present. The baby has a
skeletal structure, nerves, and circulation.
Why is fourteen weeks a significant time?
At this age, the baby’s heart pumps several quarts of blood
through the body every day. A twelve-week unborn has developed
the body parts and nerve system required to experience pain. (All
the nerves, spinal cord and thalamus). At 18 weeks the baby is
perfectly formed. Inside the mother, this baby could have been
legally killed; however, outside the mother, the baby would be
fully protected by law.
What is viability?
Viability is the time when the baby is able to survive outside
the mother. Not long ago, viability was 30 weeks; then it was 25
weeks. Now viability is even earlier. What will it be tomorrow?
Science is constantly making progress in this area, so let’s stay
tuned.
Adapted from “when does life begin? Abortion and Human Rights,
NRL Trust Fund

Our Prayer and Action In
Building the City of God
Our Prayer for Financial Well Being is $23,700 in our Sunday
Offerings(which will be a $5,000 increase over our 2017 Weekly
Average):
Sunday April 29, 2018 Collections:
Same Week from Last Year:
2018 Weekly Average ((to-date)
Our 2017 Weekly Average Was:

$16,471
$18,077
$18,677
$18,700

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Our Prayer for Evangelization is an increase of 500 new people
at Sunday Mass (which will be 2,043 people at Sunday Mass):

Mass Attendance on Sun. April 29th
1,488
2018 Average Mass Attendance:
1,669
2017 Average Mass Attendance:
1,543
________________________________________________
Our Prayer for our St Joseph School Enrollment
Is 245 Students (which is an increase of 50 Students):

2017/18 Enrollment is currently:
2018/19 Enrollment:

197
132

Our Prayer for Parish Vocations is 5 new vocations
from within St. Joseph Parish
None as yet, but this is always

in process

Repair & Maintenance of Our Parish Building:

Balance toward $17,000 Goal

$14,053 - 83% of Goal

__________________________________________________________
Catholic Ministries Appeal
2018 Goal:
Pledged - to - Date
Percentage of Goal

$75,000
55,450
73.9%

—REMEMBER THOSE WHO HAVE DIED—
our deceased soldiers and all of our
deceased relatives and friends.
Peter Hurney, Mary Walsh, Walter Dykman,
Betty Ann Jaros, Susan Diagostino
Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord and let perpetual light
shine upon them. May they rest in peace.. May their souls
and all the souls of the faithful departed rest in peace. Amen

Come Lord Jesus! Send Us Your Spirit!
Renew the Face of the Earth!
If you then, who are wicked, know how to give good gifts to
your children, how much more will the Father in heaven
give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him? (Lk 11: 13)
We are approaching Pentecost (Sunday, May 20) the
celebration of the outpouring of the Holy Spirit upon the
Apostles and upon the church. Maybe it is time for us to
begin to pray fervently for God to send the Holy Spirit upon
each one of us and upon the entire parish!
We are called to be missionary disciples - to follow Jesus
and to share his gospel with others. In order to fulfill this
call we need the help of the Holy Spirit. Let’s invite the
Spirit into our hearts!
Hey, why not invite someone you love to join us for one of
our Pentecost Masses!
-Fr Mike

Wisdom Shared on the Internet
Today, as my father, three brothers, and two sisters stood
around my mother's hospital bed, my mother uttered her
last
coherent
words
before
she
died.
She simply said, "I feel so loved right now. We should have
gotten together like this more often."
Call someone you love today!
Today, I interviewed my grandmother for part of a research
paper
I'm working on for
my Psychology
class. When I asked her to define success in her own
words. She said, "Success is when you look back at
your life and the memories make you smile.”
Spend time with God today enjoying your successes

Today, after I watched my dog get run over by a car I sat
on the side of the road holding him and crying. And just
before he died, he licked the tears off my face.
Don’t be afraid to show love!

Open Your Heart to the Holy Spirit!
Here are some things that you and your family might want
to do as we approach Pentecost. Some of these things may
be fun, but they will also make room for the Holy Spirit in
your lives:
Learn a few words in another language - maybe “good
morning” or “I love you” or “thank you” and “you’re
welcome.” Use these words or phrases in your family
just for fun. Maybe see how many different ways you
can learn to say the same phrase. At the first Pentecost,
Peter spoke to the people who were from many different
places and spoke many different languages, yet they all
understood him. The outpouring of the Holy Spirit
reversed the confusion of languages that happened in
the story of the Tower of Babel (Gen 11: 1-9). Maybe
if we all try to understand a little positive phrase in
another language, we will also invite God’s spirit into
our lives. Understanding is a gift of the Holy Spirit!
Why not go fly a kite! Really! Go out and enjoy the
spring weather that is finally here! Let the wind catch
the kite and enjoy a low tech day with your kids. As
you catch the wind, open yourself to the gifts of the
Holy Spirit that blows where it wills.
Is a kite too challenging? Go out and buy a bottle of
bubbles and play with them. You might be amazed at
how much stress leaves you as you just play! Again,
open yourself to the gifts of the Holy Spirit - the breath
of God. The Lord God blew into the man’s nostrils the
breath of life and the man became a living being. (Gen
2:7).
Try one of these simple, playful ways to invite God’s Holy
Spirit into your life this week. Approach God with the
simplicity of a child.

Help Us Reach Our Goal to Sponsor a
Guide Dog Puppy!
Since last October our children have been leading the way
in the work of mercy of giving sight to the blind by
sponsoring the training of a Guide Dog. They have raised
about 60% of their goal of $6,000 needed to sponsor a
puppy.
When we reach the goal, we get to name the puppy. You
can vote on the name we will give.
Ballots are available in the main entrance of the church and
downstairs during our Share Mercy Events. Each vote
costs $1. You can vote as often as you like.
Interested in being a puppy walker?
Contact The Guide Dog Foundation:
1-631-930-9000 info@guidedog.org

Catholic Ministries Appeal is a
Work of Mercy
Thank you to all who have made your pledge to the Catholic
Ministries Appeal (CMA). This year our goal is within our
reach! We have already sent in $55,450 in pledged support.
The CMA allows us to participate in works of mercy that are
beyond the ability of a parish to accomplish; things like Catholic
Hospitals and Catholic Charities offer services that a parish
could never supply to those in need. Your gift I a way of
participating in these works of mercy!
Also, when we reach our goal (and we will this year!) we get 20
of all the money collected ($15,000). That extra money can help
us to do the many works of mercy we are able to do on a parish
level.
Please make your pledge today!

Catholic Daughters of the Americas®

Spring Tea Party

Sunday May 20th, 1:30 p.m.
St. Joseph’s - Fr. Carew Hall
Wear your Spring Bonnets

And bring your fancy tea cup, your friends for a lovely
afternoon tea party

$20.00 pp
Please call for tickets

MaryAnn Rossi 631-981-1669
Rosemary McMenamin 631-648-3090

St Joseph Parish invites you to join us at our next Bible study called Lectio Prayer

The 6 week study begins Thursday, May 17, 2018, 7:30-9:00pm.
Register after all masses on April 28 & 29
May 17, 24, 31, June 7, 14, 21
Registration closes when we reach maximum capacity

Bible Study Program Registration Form
Please print clearly. Thank you.
Name________________________________________________________
Address______________________________________________________
City__________________________________________________________
Phone #______________________________________________________
Cell Phone # __________________________________________________
Email Address ________________________________________________
Suggested offering to cover cost of program: $10.00. Thank you
You will need to bring a Bible and Pen
New American Bibles are available to purchase. Cost: $5.00
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Cub Scout Pack 272
Boy Scout Troop 272
St. Joseph’s Cub Scout Pack 272 and Boy Scout Troop 272
have fun, exciting, educational, character building programs for boys, age 7 through 17 (first Grade and up).
For more information or to enroll your child,
contact Dr. Louis Scotti at 656-8428
or e-mail JoinScouting@StJoRonk.org.

Pack, Troop, and Crew 272 have
a YEAR-ROUND scouting program.

CYO Sport Programs
http://stjoecyosports.com
Baseball:
Intramural (Coed, ages 4-16):
Gene
588-1879
Travel * (Boys)
Vinny
543-4100
Basketball:
Girls (koolmom4d@msn.com)
Debbie
467-6174
Clinic Division (Coed Grades K-2) Nick
585-7723
Boys Grades 3-12)
Vinny
543-4100
Travel*
Vinny
543-4100
Track:
Boys & Girls, Grades K-8
Jerry 585-4048
Soccer :
Intramural Boys & Girls(ages 3-13) Joe 585-0748
jcaiola@fast.net
Travel (LIJSL):
Rob
721-8831
Softball:
Dennis 467-6174

Faced with a Drinking Problem?
Perhaps
Alcoholics Anonymous Can Help.
“Heart of the Lake” - AA Group
Meets here at St. Josephs R.C. Church
In the basement of the Rectory (entrance in rear)
Wednesday Evening @ 7:30 - 8:45 pm
And
Saturday Afternoon @ 2:00 - 3:15 pm
“The Only Requirement for Membership
Is a desire to stop drinking.”

Venturing Events
In Carew Hall after 5:00 PM Mass
Venturing is open to men and women age 14
through 20 who have graduated from 8th
Grade. This year's crew plan is jam packed
with interesting and fun activities here at St.
Joseph's and "off-campus" as well.
Come to our meeting and check it out.
Visit our next meeting:
May 6th, 2018
Tonight
e-mail: Crew272@StJoRonk.org
phone: Advisor Mike Keller (631) 872-7675

What did you do this weekend?

Lucy Rae Doty
Joseph George III
Gracelynn Rae Martello
Quinn Courtney O’Hea
Alyssa Vanessa Rivas
Mary Lou Rosario

PRAY FOR THE SICK

___________________________________
Name of person who is ill
_____________________________
_________________________
Person making this request:
Relationship to ill person
(Friends can be placed on the silent prayer list only)

