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OUR LITURGY 
 

In the first reading from Acts, we hear of the first Pentecost 
when the mighty rush of wind and the Holy Spirit filled the 
house where the disciples gathered. In Paul’s Letter to the 
Corinthians, he describes spiritual gifts which always spring 
from the one true God. In the Gospel from John, we hear of 
Jesus coming to the disciples, breathing on them and telling them 
to receive the Holy Sprit. 

Mass Intentions for the Week 
 

 

Sunday, May 20 (Pentecost) 

 7:00  Bridie, Jack & Patrick McWeeney (Loving Daughter), 

 9:00  Dec’d Mbrs. of St. Regis K of C & Columbiettes,  

10:30  Joseph Boado Jr. (Loving Children, Grand & Great) 

12:00  Ana Bontzolakes (The Alfonso Family), Edward S.  

  Dormack (Don & Janet Belz), Thomas John Tagliaferro 

  (Loving Family), Antonio Vitalino (The DiNero Family) 

  Geoff Barker (Amy & Mike Gallino), William H. Paul 

  (Felicia Heraghty) 

  5:00  Ismael Algarin (The Marquez Family) 

Monday, May 21 

  7:00     Lucille McCoy Brown (The Marchany Family) 

  9:00  Robert Filce (Loving Mother) 

Tuesday, May 22 

  7:00     James Heiman (Sister Helen) 

  8:45     Anne & William Bartik (Loving Family) 

 Wednesday, May 23 

  7:00     Johanna Proctor McCoy (The Marchany Family) 

  9:00     Mary Jermusyk (Carl & Michele Nappi) 

Thursday, May 24  

  7:00     Lorita McCoy James (The Marchany Family) 

  9:00  Tony Vitalino (Shamus & Joan Burns)  

Friday, May 25 

 7:00  Peter Grabowski (Loving Wife) 

 9:00  Theresa DeFilippo (Marie DeFilippo) 

Saturday, May 26 

8:00       For the People of the Parish 

5:00  Robert Lap (SJ Faith Formation Office), William Johnson 

  (Janet & Steve), Dominick DeRiso (Loving Sister Brandy) 

  Robert Smith (Loving Family), Betty Ann Jaros (Sharon 

  Freeman), Elizabeth Ross (The Saracino Family) 

Sunday,  May 27 (The Most Holy Trinity) 

 7:00  Laura Mockler (The Barry Family) 

 9:00  Peter Mikos (Maria DiLallo), Autilia Polisi (Mr. & Mrs. 

  Pasquale Riccardelli), Patrick James Gaffney (James, 

  Kristy & Kaylee), Tony Vitalino (The Balkam Family), 

  Antonio Vitalino (Mary Ellen Bergin), Paul Hill 

  (Tina & Stephen Rodriguez 

10:30  Dean Pace (Mr. & Mrs. R. Kelly) 

12:00  Anita LaFemina (Ernie  & Elizabeth LaFemina   

  5:00  For the People of the Parish 

  6:30  Spanish Mass 

  2019 Mass Book is now open 

Altar Bread & Wine 

 

 

In Memory of 

Antonio Vitalino 

Requested by 

The Festa & Gillin Families 

 

Serving Your Sacramental Needs 

 
The Sacrament of Baptism 

The Sacrament is celebrated on Sundays at 1:30 PM and on 
the first Saturday of each month.  Parents, please call the 
parish office to arrange a meeting with a priest.   

The Sacrament of Eucharist 

See front cover for mass times.  If you are sick for an 
extended period of time or are homebound, contact the 
parish office to have someone bring Communion to you. 

The Sacrament of Confirmation 

School aged children can prepare for this Sacrament by 
contacting our Faith Formation Office.  Adults who have 
yet to be Confirmed should contact the Parish Office 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation 

As listed on front cover or call the office to see a priest. 

The Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick 

This Sacrament is for the living.  We celebrate this 
Sacrament each Spring and Fall for those who are 
chronically ill, advanced in age, or who are about to 
undergo surgery or hospitalization.  We can arrange the 
Sacrament at other times by calling the Parish Office. 

Emergencies: Call the office to speak to a priest. 

Nighttime emergencies             (631) 538-7219 

The Sacrament of Matrimony 

Bride or Groom please call the office at least six months 
before your desired wedding date to begin preparations for 
marriage.  Please make contact with the parish before 
making other wedding day plans! 

The Sacrament of Holy Orders 

If you feel called to serve in the church as a priest deacon 
or in consecrated religious life, call the office to speak to 
one of the priests or deacons for guidance. 

Interested in possibly becoming Catholic? 

Contact the rectory to arrange a meeting to discuss your 
questions.  We have classes to help people learn about our 
faith and decide if becoming Catholic is best for you.  This 
whole process of inquiry and potential conversion is called 
RCIA—The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults. 

We will respect your personal journey with God! 



—REMEMBER THOSE WHO HAVE DIED— 
our deceased soldiers and all of our  

deceased relatives and friends. 
 

Rosemarie Aiello, Lorraine Sheehan 
 

Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord and let perpetual light shine 
upon them. May they rest in peace.. May their souls and all the 
souls of the faithful departed rest in peace. Amen 
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Our Prayer and Action In                 
  Building the City of God 
 

Our Prayer for Financial Well Being is $23,700 in our Sunday  

Offerings(which will be a $5,000 increase over our 2017 Weekly  

Average): 
 

Sunday May 13, 2018 Collections:           $17,610 (+Ascension $2,477) 

Same Week from Last Year:    $16,571 (+Ascension $2,752)                

2018 Weekly Average ((to-date)               $18,758 

Our 2017 Weekly Average Was:              $18,700 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Our Prayer for Evangelization is an increase of 500 new people 

 at Sunday Mass (which will be 2,043 people at Sunday Mass): 

Mass Attendance on Sun. May 13th               1,364 

2018 Average Mass Attendance:                    1,644 

2017 Average Mass Attendance:                    1,543 

________________________________________________    
Our Prayer for our St Joseph School Enrollment  

Is 245 Students (which is an increase of 50 Students): 

2017/18 Enrollment is currently:             196

 
Our Prayer for Parish Vocations is 5 new vocations  

from within St. Joseph Parish 

 
Repair & Maintenance of Our Parish Building: 

Balance toward $17,000 Goal        $14,053 - 83% of Goal 
__________________________________________________________ 

Catholic Ministries Appeal 

2018 Goal:                                                                             $75,000 

Pledged - to - Date                                                                 56,955 

Percentage of Goal                                                                  76% 

2018/19 Enrollment:                                         138 

None as yet, but this is always in process 

 

St. Joseph Parish Gift Shoppe 
 

For your convenience the Parish Gift Shoppe will be open after 
all Masses on the weekends of our Share Mercy Sundays. We 
are located in the Lobby outside Carew Hall. You are cordially 
invited to stop in and see the variety of items, reasonably priced, 
for all occasions.  

Little Alfie Evans died two weeks ago in the UK after British and 
European courts ruled that he had to be removed from life support.  
Alfie was born with Mitochondrial Depletion Syndrome.  This is 
an extremely rare disorder which causes normal childhood physio-
logical development to be impaired.  About a year ago Alfie got a 
lung infection which his little body had a difficult time fighting; 
Alfie fell into a coma and began having chronic seizures.  After a 
period of time the hospital decided that the child would stop re-
ceiving treatment because his case was futile.  They intended to 
remove him from the ventilator, but his parents didn’t agree.  This 
began a series of legal battles culminating, unfortunately, in the 
final ruling that the child would be removed from the life sustain-
ing ventilator.  Under laws in the UK, the parents lose their rights 
to medical decision making if treatment of the patient is deemed 
futile by the medical institution providing treatment.  Pope Francis 
had offered to bring the child to Italy, where Doctors felt that they 
could help the child.  Pope Francis even had a helicopter on c 
standby if permission was granted by the courts. Permission was 
not granted and little Alfie passed away. 

This case raises an important point. Natural law dictates that the 
parents, and only the parents, have the ultimate decision making 
power over their children.  This brings us to our country.  Texas 
passed a futile care bill which removes decision making power 
from the family after ten days.  It is not necessary to maintain a 
formal record of the case, and there is no appeal process.  Doctors, 
or hospital administrators, can determine the case for the patient, 
including quality of life, and cost.  There is no consideration of a 
doctor making a mistake in their judgment.  As medicine becomes 
more and more institutionalized through the consolidation of hos-
pitals into giant healthcare systems, the human element becomes 
lost.  Bureaucracy becomes the rule of law, and we are left to ac-
cept it, or fight it.  The danger expands insidiously, as questions of 
quality of life come into play, and of course the cost of healthcare.  
Baby Boomers are about to age to 55 or older, and are the single 
biggest demographic group in the country.  Euthanasia is being 
openly espoused in state legislatures, and of course health insur-
ance companies are lobbying for laws codifying assisted suicide 
and euthanasia.  We are on dangerous, dangerous ground.  We 
need to stay alert to these issues, and exercise our rights as Ameri-
can citizens.  Catholics are the biggest voting bloc in the country, 
and we need to cast votes that are consistent with Church teach-
ings. 

 

Please consider coming to the next Respect Life Ministry meeting.  
We need your help! 

 

The Respect Life Committee wishes you a safe and blessed week! 

 

“Before I formed you in the womb, I knew you…” Jeremiah 1:5 

 



Care for those in need, don’t worry about ‘credit’ 
This story, by Mark Redmond, was printed in the May 4-17 issue of National Catholic Reporter 

I worked part-time at Catholic Charities in the New York Archdiocese while attending graduate school in 1984. Catholic Charities had just opened a 
new office to specifically deal with the burgeoning homelessness crisis in the city. 

One afternoon the phone rang, I happened to pick up, and the caller introduced himself as a Jesuit priest living in New York City; he wanted our 
assistance in opening up a residence for homeless men diagnosed with AIDS. 

AIDS was a death sentence at that time, and Fr. Bill McNichols was ministering to men afflicted with it. He contended that many had been banished 
from households out of fear, ignorance and prejudice, and they were literally dying in the streets. He even had a location in mind. 

"There is a rectory at St. Veronica's Church on Christopher Street that would be perfect."  I asked why he thought it was so ideal, fully expecting he'd 
mention such details as the proper zoning and permitting of the site. 

"Because St. Veronica was the one who wiped the face of Jesus on his way to Calvary," he replied. "She comforted him. That's what I want to do for 
these men."  That told me everything I needed to know about the holiness and spirituality of McNichols and why this project was so important. 

He then introduced me to one of the nuns at nearby St. Vincent's Hospital with whom he had been involved caring for AIDS patients. She and her 
companion sisters also desperately wanted this residence to be opened. 

I wrote a detailed proposal and sent it to the monsignor who was the head of Catholic Charities at that time. A few weeks went by and I did not hear 
back from him. I then ran into him at a meeting and asked about the project; he assured me he was looking into it. 

Several months later, I graduated and took a full-time job with another nonprofit assisting the homeless. Then one night, I was watching the local news 
on television when I heard a news anchor say, "Stay tuned, after the break, Catholic Charities announces it's opening the first shelter in the city for men 
with AIDS …" 

Sure enough, it was a statement by that very monsignor about Catholic Charities opening a residence at St. Veronica's rectory, to be run by the 
Missionaries of Charity. There was no mention of McNichols, nothing about the nuns from St. Vincent's Hospital.  I called McNichols. He confirmed 
what I had just found out: Catholic Charities took our idea, ran with it, and gave it to someone else. 

I was livid, absolutely livid, and sent a harsh letter to the monsignor. I never heard back from him. 

Two years later, I was on a weekend at Inisfada Retreat House on Long Island with my father and three brothers. At some point during the two days, I 
spotted McNichols. I went over and we reconnected, delighted to see each other. 

That evening, the retreat master went door to door to spend some individual time with each person, and when he came to my room, I told him how 
happy I was to see McNichols. He asked how we knew each other, and I told him, including the story about the AIDS residence and my take on what 
Catholic Charities had done. 

He could easily pick up my anger at what had transpired, and asked, "Did the residence open?"  "Yes," I replied.  "So men with AIDS are being cared 
for and have a decent place to live?"  "Yes."  "So why are you upset?" he asked.  I hesitated and then finally sputtered, "Um, because we didn't get … 
credit."  He looked at me with a wry grin and asked, "But what's credit?"  I just sat there, speechless, stunned really.  "What's credit?" hung there in the 
air in the room. 

I don't think I said anything. I may have just changed the subject, or he did, or he politely excused himself and moved on to the next retreatant. I can't 
quite remember.  That was 32 years ago.  That retreat leader has passed away, as has the monsignor from Catholic Charities.  Inisfada no longer exists. 
Even St. Veronica Church on Christopher Street in New York City closed last July.  But some things haven't changed.  I'm still in contact with 
McNichols. 

And I never forgot "What's credit?" Those words have crossed my mind many times in the ensuing decades, whenever I am tempted to seek recognition 
for something, whenever I feel jealousy over an award or accomplishment earned by a peer, or when I feel resentment. And most importantly of all, the 
AIDS hospice at St. Veronica is still open, still run by the Missionaries of Charity, still caring for people with AIDS, still doing the work of God. 

Guide Dog Votes 

Here are the results so far for the naming of the Guide Dog Puppy we are sponsoring.  The number before each 
name is the amount of votes they have received so far. 

Notice the late write in name that is now in first place!!!! 

101 Gil       84 Joseph     53 Daisy     51 Guardian     48 Faith 

                                  38 Mercy              29 Oreo        26 Oakley   26 Rosie            20 Roxy 

                                  19 Charlie            10 King          7 Galaxy     7 Rex                 6 Bingo 

                                    5 Lucky               5 Sunny        3 Benji         2 Angel 

The following write in votes all got one vote so far: 

Lizzy       Scooby Doo       Tim       Cody       Charity       Nigee (Friend)       Fluffy       Bella       Barkley 

 *Joseph came in different variations - Joe, Joey, Not Joey, and Joy if it is a girl.  But all were specifically Joseph first. 
 

So far we have raised $4,175.43 of our parish goal of $6,000 to sponsor a Guide Dog.  Ballots are in the parish office. 
 

Interested in being a puppy walker?  Who knows, you could end up walking our sponsored dog! 

Contact The Guide Dog Foundation:  1-631-930-9000 info@guidedog.org 

mailto:info@guidedog.org




PRAY FOR THE SICK 
___________________________________ 

Name of person who is ill 
 _____________________________   _________________________ 
         Person making this request:                            Relationship to ill person  

(Friends can be placed on the silent prayer list only) 

PRAY FOR OUR TROOPS 
 

__________________________________ 
Name, Rank and Branch of Service 

______________________________ ____________________ 
      Person making this request                                   Relationship to Soldier 

(Friends can be placed on the silent prayer list only) 

CALLING ALL VOLUNTEERS 

PAST, PRESENT AND FUTURE 

IT’S SPRING! THANK YOU GOD 
 

Let’s roll up our sleeves, put on our gloves and knee pads and go 
to work in our Lord’s gardens. Bring your garden tools and your 
love for the earth and the beauty it produces. Please join us - we 
need your help. We have a lot of “Ground” to cover. There are 
more than 20 gardens that need your TLC. Please know that you 
can tend your adopted garden at your convenience, morning, noon 
or evening. If you are interested and want more information, 
please leave your name and phone number at the rectory and I’ll 
get back to you ASAP. 

St. Joseph Garden Ministry 

Thank you, 

Fran 

FAMILY MASS at St. Joseph 
Next Mass: Sunday May 27, 10:30AM 

HOW CHILDREN CAN GET INVOLVED 

 
Children’s Choir Members 

Contact: Mike Keller 

MikeKeller@Stjoronk.org 

Altar Servers 

Contact Ed Grieb 

EdGrieb@Stjoronk.org 

Lectors 

Contact: Anne DiNero 

annedinero1@gmail.com 

Welcome Greeters 

Contact:Michele Nappi 

Miichele@Stjoronk.org 

Gift Bearers 

Please speak to the Ushers at Mass 





 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Child’s Name _____________________________________    

 

Grade entering in September2018_______   Age:__________   
 

Home Address: ____________________________________ 

City: _______________________ 
 

Email address: (print clearly 

_________________________________ 
 

Telephone: Home# ______________________ Cell #_____________________________ 
 

Mother’s Name: ____________________  Father’s Name: ________________________ 
 

Adult to be contacted in case of emergency: __________________________________ 
 

Relation to child: _________________________ Phone #:_________________________   
 

List information concerning your child’s medical history, medications taken, and any physical 
impairments which a physician should be alerted in case of emergency. 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Food allergies: _____________________________________________________________ 

If applicable, complete the “Students with Special Needs/Medical Issues” form found at : 

stjosephronkonkoma.org and click the Faith Formation tab/religious education tab   
 

*Please note: We are unable to guarantee that the snacks provided are free of allergens.  If your child 
needs an alternative to our snack (e.g., severe allergy), please bring a  labeled snack for your child . 
 

Photo Release for Participants:  We take photos at Vacation Bible School (VBS)  that we may wish to 
use in our parish bulletin or program publicity. Please indicate if we may do so with photos of your 

child .  

I hereby give my permission for photos of my child to be used. Yes______ No________  Parent 

Signature_____________________________________   Date________________ 

Parent Signature ___________________________________________________________ 
 

Many Volunteers are needed to make VBS a success. We need teachers, teachers’ aides, crafters, musicians and more! Please 
consider sharing your talents with our children. Junior High and High School students have always been a vital part of making 
VBS a hit and they are encouraged to volunteer. It is a fun way to complete Service Hours for Confirmation Candidates. Please 
phone the office if interested in volunteering. Thank you. 
 

 Please mail or drop off the form to the Faith Formation Office at Rectory: Attention:  VBS           

Please direct any questions you may have to the Faith Formation Office at 981-1805. 

Ages 4 to 11 years  

Fee: One child: $60.00  

2 children: $90.00  

3 or more: $120 family  

Confirmation Canddate:$10.00 

Daily snack is provided * 

St Joseph Church   
Vacation Bible School 2018 
45 Church Street, Ronkonkoma, NY 11779  

June 25-29, Carew Hall (lower church) , 9:30am-

Please check one:  

Participant—4-11 yrs. ______  
 

Volunteer—under 18 yrs. _____
  



 

 

Venturing Events 
In Carew Hall after 5:00 PM Mass 

Venturing is open to men and women age 14 
through 20 who have graduated from 8th 
Grade.  This year's crew plan is jam packed 
with interesting and fun activities here at St. 

Joseph's and "off-campus" as well. 
 

Come to our meeting and check it out. 
 

 Visit our next meeting: 

            May 20th, 2018 Tonight   
           e-mail: Crew272@StJoRonk.org 

      phone: Advisor Mike Keller (631) 872-7675 

What did you do this weekend? 

Cub Scout Pack 272 

Boy Scout Troop 272 

 

St. Joseph’s Cub Scout Pack 272 and Boy Scout Troop 272  
have fun, exciting, educational, character building pro-
grams for boys, age 7 through 17 (first Grade and up).  

 For more information or to enroll your child, 
 contact Dr. Louis Scotti at 656-8428 

or e-mail JoinScouting@StJoRonk.org. 
 

Pack, Troop, and Crew 272 have 

a YEAR-ROUND scouting program. 
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CYO Sport Programs 

http://stjoecyosports.com 

Baseball:    

Intramural (Coed, ages 4-16):      Gene    588-1879 

Travel *  (Boys)         Vinny   543-4100       

Basketball:  

Girls (koolmom4d@msn.com)     Debbie  467-6174 

Clinic Division (Coed Grades K-2)   Nick     585-7723    

Boys Grades 3-12)                 Vinny   543-4100 

Travel*                                       Vinny   543-4100 

Track:     

Boys & Girls, Grades K-8        Jerry    585-4048 

 Soccer : 

Intramural Boys & Girls(ages 3-13)    Joe 585-0748 

                                                              jcaiola@fast.net 

Travel (LIJSL):                                    Rob  721-8831 

Softball:                                              Dennis 467-6174 

Faced with a Drinking Problem? 

Perhaps 

Alcoholics Anonymous Can Help. 

“Heart of the Lake” - AA Group 

Meets here at St. Josephs R.C. Church 

In the basement of the Rectory (entrance in rear) 

Wednesday Evening @ 7:30 - 8:45 pm  

And 

Saturday Afternoon @ 2:00 - 3:15 pm 

“The Only Requirement for Membership  

Is a desire to stop drinking.” 

LECTORS WANTED! 
 

To parishioners of Confirmation age or older: 
 

Are you reasonably comfortable addressing large groups? 
 
Do you speak and read clearly – with confidence, strength, pas-

sion, and certain knowledge of what you speak or say? 
 

Do you feel a calling – yes, a vocation – to become God's instru-
ment to proclaim His Word to His people? 

 

Do you believe you can truly bring Scripture alive to the listener; 
and are you willing to spend a half-hour or more of practice 
(before each assignment) to assure a smooth, effective, and 
vibrant proclamation? 

 

If your answer to all of the above is "Yes," then your parish 
needs you! 
 

On an evening in mid-June, a two-hour Lector Training session 
will be held in the rectory. 
 

 

Interested? Call Greg Walsh at 585-4524. 






