May 27, 2018 — Trinity Sunday

May 27, 2018
Serving Your Sacramental Needs
The Sacrament of Baptism
The Sacrament is celebrated on Sundays at 1:30 PM and on
the first Saturday of each month. Parents, please call the
parish office to arrange a meeting with a priest.
The Sacrament of Eucharist
See front cover for mass times. If you are sick for an
extended period of time or are homebound, contact the
parish office to have someone bring Communion to you.
The Sacrament of Confirmation
School aged children can prepare for this Sacrament by
contacting our Faith Formation Office. Adults who have
yet to be Confirmed should contact the Parish Office
The Sacrament of Reconciliation
As listed on front cover or call the office to see a priest.
The Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick
This Sacrament is for the living. We celebrate this
Sacrament each Spring and Fall for those who are
chronically ill, advanced in age, or who are about to
undergo surgery or hospitalization. We can arrange the
Sacrament at other times by calling the Parish Office.
Emergencies: Call the office to speak to a priest.
Nighttime emergencies
(631) 538-7219
The Sacrament of Matrimony
Bride or Groom please call the office at least six months
before your desired wedding date to begin preparations for
marriage. Please make contact with the parish before
making other wedding day plans!
The Sacrament of Holy Orders
If you feel called to serve in the church as a priest deacon
or in consecrated religious life, call the office to speak to
one of the priests or deacons for guidance.
Interested in possibly becoming Catholic?
Contact the rectory to arrange a meeting to discuss your
questions. We have classes to help people learn about our
faith and decide if becoming Catholic is best for you. This
whole process of inquiry and potential conversion is called
RCIA—The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults.
We will respect your personal journey with God!
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Mass Intentions for the Week
Sunday, May 27 (The Most Holy Trinity)
7:00
Laura Mockler (The Barry Family)
9:00
Peter Mikos (Maria DiLallo), Autilia Polisi (Mr. & Mrs.
Pasquale Riccardelli), Patrick James Gaffney (James,
Kristy & Kaylee), Tony Vitalino (The Balkam Family),
Antonio Vitalino (Mary Ellen Bergin), Paul Hill
(Tina & Stephen Rodriguez)
10:30 Dean Pace (Mr. & Mrs. R. Kelly)
12:00 Anita LaFemina (Ernie & Elizabeth LaFemina)
5:00 For the People of the Parish
Monday, May 28
7:00 Peter Grabowski (Loving Wife)
9:00 Antonio Vitalino (The Grieb Family)
Tuesday, May 29
7:00 Filippa LoBello (The DiNero Family)
8:45 Peter Grabowski (Loving Wife)
Wednesday, May 30
7:00 For the People of the Parish
9:00 Edwin Hines (Loving Family)
Thursday, May 31
7:00 For the People of the Parish
9:00 Marie Ivanoff (Debbie, Paul, Matt & Catherine)
Friday, June 1
7:00
Baisy Apostol (Elvis & Evelyn)
9:00
Angelo DeFilippo (Marie DeFilippo)
Saturday, June 2
8:00
Angelo & Theres DeFilippo (Marie DeFilippo)
5:00
Araceli Manalo (Loving Children), Betty Ann Jaros
(Diane & Stephen Viccari), Elizabeth Ross (Shepherds
Table), Frances Vicari (Edwrd & Victoria Burns),
Robert Ris (The Vega Family), Anna Nicotri (Glenn &
Linda Corso)
Sunday, June 3 (Corpus Christi)
7:00
Nancy Padilla (The Yannone Family)
9:00
Antonio Vitalino (Josephine & Jack McGarry)
10:30 James Cronin (Gerard & Laura Pray), Ricardo Cruz
(The Roxas Family), Al Hornberger (Lou & Mary Scotti),
Robert Troiano Jr. (The Gilde Family), Salvatore Foti
(Loving Wife & Children), Antonio Vitalino (The
Kedjierski Family)
12:00 Godofredo Alcantara (Loving Wife , Son & Grandson)
5:00 Donna Richard (Anthony & Yvonne Punzone)
6:30 Spanish Mass

2019 Mass Book is now open

Altar Bread & Wine

OUR LITURGY

In Memory of
Vincent Festa
Requested by
Ann Festa

On today’s first reading, Moses instructs the people to know, and
fix in their hearts, that the Lord is God. They are to keep his
statutes and commandments. In Romans, Paul reminds us that
through the Spirit we are God’s adopted children and joint heirs
with Christ, In the Gospel, Jesus delivers the Great Commission,
sending his disciples throughout the world to baptize in the name
of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
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Respect Life
An Important, But Unnoticed Development
On February 9th, 2018, congress repealed the Independent Payment Advisory Board (IPAB). This was the bureaucratic body created by Obamacare, labeled Death Panels by conservative groups. If you recall, there was
considerable concern over a shutdown of the government due to budgetary
debate, and inertia, in the congress. Broad appropriations measures were
agreed upon, which passed both houses of congress. One of the agreed
upon measures was the dissolution of IPAB.
“Little attention was given to the IPAB’s sweeping powers to limit not just
Medicare spending, but also healthcare paid for with nongovernmental
dollars,” said Carol Tobias, president of National Right to Life. “National
Right to Life long opposed the IPAB because of drastic limits it could
impose on Medicare and the money Americans could spend out of their
own funds to save their own lives and the lives of their families.”
“National Right to Life extends special thanks to the large, bipartisan majority of Congress, led by Senate Majority Leader McConnell and others,
for making repeal of the IPAB a priority,” added Darla St. Martin, National Right to Life co-executive director.
While the term Death Panel was lampooned by various pundits, comedians, and Hollywood “activists,” the reality of this body’s power, and the
accompanying danger, was much realer than they would have you believe.
The board was made up of fifteen unelected bureaucrats who were accountable to no one. They were directed to limit not only Medicare
spending, but also private healthcare spending to a growth rate below
medical inflation. This would have been accomplished by passing regulations that restricted what cures, or therapies could be used, or more importantly, how much money could be spent. This was another case were
there would have been no appeal, and decisions would have been made by
a governmentally agency, and not the patient or their family. One political
party would have you believe that this was not true, but if you read the
actually law that was passed by that party creating Obamacare, or the
writings of its chief architects, members of that party, it is clear that it was
true. While it is true that cost controls are important, it is not important
enough to sacrifice basic human rights, freedom, or human life itself.
Luckily, the Trump administration began dismantling certain aspects of
Obamacare, and congress dissolved this body before any real impact could
be felt.
The dissolution of IPAB was an important step towards maintaining our
freedom, and is an example of the seemingly mundane business that is
taken care of “below the radar” in Washington. Our freedom is a precious
thing, which can easily be eroded away, and make no mistake-every time
we are given something “free” from the government, we are selling some
more of our freedom to them. It behooves all of us to remain diligent so
as to not allow our freedom and rights to be taken away from us. Life is a
gift from our Father, Almighty, and we, all of us, are charged with protecting it. There is no escaping this responsibility!
Please consider coming to the next Respect Life Ministry meeting. We
need your help!
The Respect Life Committee wishes you a safe and blessed week!

Our Prayer and Action In
Building the City of God
Our Prayer for Financial Well Being is $23,700 in our Sunday
Offerings (which will be a $5,000 increase over our 2017 Weekly
Average):
Sunday May 20, 2018 Collections:
Same Week from Last Year:
2018 Weekly Average ((to-date)
Our 2017 Weekly Average Was:

$18,081
$19,985
$18,758
$18,700

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Our Prayer for Evangelization is an increase of 500 new people
at Sunday Mass (which will be 2,043 people at Sunday Mass):
Mass Attendance on Sun. May 20th
1,526
2018 Average Mass Attendance:
1,644
2017 Average Mass Attendance:
1,543

________________________________________________
Our Prayer for our St Joseph School Enrollment
Is 245 Students (which is an increase of 50 Students):

2017/18 Enrollment is currently:
2018/19 Enrollment:

196
140

Our Prayer for Parish Vocations is 5 new vocations
from within St. Joseph Parish
None as yet, but this is always

in process

Repair & Maintenance of Our Parish Building:
May Repair & Maintenance Collection
$5,317
Balance toward $17,000 Goal
$17,000 (100% of Goal)
Balance of Over-Spending yet to be repaid =
$10,519

__________________________________________________________
Catholic Ministries Appeal
2018 Goal:
Pledged - to - Date
Percentage of Goal

$75,000
58,230
78%

“Before I formed you in the womb, I knew you…” Jeremiah 1:5

—REMEMBER THOSE WHO HAVE DIED—
our deceased soldiers and all of our
deceased relatives and friends.
Carlo Pesce
Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord and let perpetual light shine
upon them. May they rest in peace.. May their souls and all the
souls of the faithful departed rest in peace. Amen

Our New Priest
Last weekend I spoke at all the masses about our new priest who will come to St Joseph Parish on Wednesday, June 27. I am so
grateful for the amazingly positive responses from so many people - it is wonderful to be in such a Christian community. Below is the
text I used last week, just in case anyone missed the news. You can also watch this presentation on our Face Book page.
-Fr Mike
Today is Pentecost. It is a celebration of the birth of the church. This year it marks a new birth of the church here at St Joseph – a new
way for us to be church here.
The last two weeks have been very challenging for me – knowing that Fr. Gil is leaving and not knowing who we would get if we even
got someone to replace him has been a challenge. Many of you have mentioned your concern for me – thank you from the deepest
place in my heart for your prayers and concern.
I got a call on Thursday telling me who our new priest is – his name is Fr Vitas Mbamalu. He is coming from Nigeria and he comes
highly recommended. To tell you the truth, that is all I know about him in terms of personal information. But I know plenty about him
from another perspective:
He was created in God’s image and likeness and he was anointed with the Holy Spirit when he was Baptized just like all of us were and
the Spirit was stirred in him at his confirmation. He was called by God to be a priest and he responded with a resounding YES.
Like Abraham, our father in faith, he was asked by God to leave his home and everything he knows – family friends and everything that
is comfortable for him to go to a place he does not know so that God can work through him. He said yes! His presence here is a
statement – this is my Body given for you.
Because of all of this, I am trusting that God is very involved in his assignment here and I will, better yet, WE WILL welcome him with
open arms!
Let’s get back to the rebirth of the church. Something radically different happened at Pentecost. The Spirit rocked the house and
everyone who was open to it, could understand the Word of God proclaimed.
Since the Spirit is very present in this radical change in our parish, we too are called to be open to allowing the Word of God to come to
life in this next chapter of our lives together. I am looking at this as an ADVENTURE in faith. Adventure is rooted in the word
Advent – which means the coming or arrival – in our faith we connect it with the coming or arrival of God. God is present in this
transition.
Because I believe God is present in this, I need to tell you, I will not abide any negativity regarding this change in our lives together. If
you need to complain – do it far away from me because I will walk away from you because negativity is not from God. If you bring
negativity regarding our priests to confession I will stop you and ask you to find another priest because again negativity is not of God.
I do not know how this will affect the workload in our parish because I have no idea what Fr. Vitas is capable of doing. But I want you
all to understand, this is the reality in our church. There is a crisis in terms of vocations to the priesthood in the American church but in
other parts of the world the church is growing. The word crisis, means ‘turning point’. It is a moment to decide which way we are
going to go in the future. Today, Pentecost 2018 is a time for each one of us and all of us as the Body of Christ to decide to walk closer
with God. It is a time for us to decide to be the Body of Christ and live our vocation as disciples together. Turning to follow a specific
priest or to avoid a specific priest is taking the wrong road because priests cannot bring salvation. All we can do is walk with you.
I hope and pray that we all choose to walk with God and each other in whatever way God is directing us. May God continue to bless
us, Fr. Gil and Fr. Vitas.
Looking to get in the mood to welcome Fr Vitas?I went to You Tube and searched for Nigerian Catholic Music and as often as
possible I am keeping it in the background as I work. Two good things are coming of this:
1. I have found some very spirit filled music that is feeding my heart and soul!
2. It is helping me to accustom my ears to a Nigerian Accent.

Guide Dog Votes
Here are the results so far for the naming of the Guide Dog
Puppy we are sponsoring. The number before each name is
the amount of votes they have received so far.
402 Gil 184 Joseph 54 Guardian 53 Daisy
48 Faith 41 Mercy 29 Oreo 26 Oakley
26 Rosie 23 Roxy 19 Charlie 10 King 7 Rex
7 Galaxy 6 Bingo 5 Lucky 5 Sunny 3 Benji
2 Angel
The following write in votes all got one vote so far:
Lizzy
Scooby Doo
Tim
Cody
Charity
Nigee (Friend)
Fluffy
Bella
Barkley
So far we have raised $4,303.43 of our goal of $6,000 to
sponsor a Guide Dog. Ballots are in the parish office.

Interested in being a puppy walker?
Contact The Guide Dog Foundation: 1-631-930-9000
info@guidedog.org

A Different New Priest
Vocations to the priesthood are an issue in the Catholic Church
in America. But we at St. Joseph Parish are doing our part to
help the situation. On June 9, Keith Maczkiewicz, SJ will be
ordained at Fordham University. Keith grew up here at St Joseph
Parish and has been in formation with the Jesuits for a long time.
He will celebrate a Mass of Thanksgiving here on Sunday June
10 at the noon mass. This will be followed by a little reception
in Carew Hall. All are invited to be part of this mass and all are
invited to come and greet Fr. Keith after mass. Please keep Keith
in your prayers as he begins his life of ordained ministry.

Clothing Drive Postponed – New Date is June 2
Help Support St. Joseph Cheerleaders’ Clothing Drive
Out with the Old - In with the New
Date: Saturday, June 2, Time: 8:30 – 9:30am
Location: School Parking Lot
We will take: Clothing, Coats, Shoes, Bedding
If you can’t make it then, bring items to the rectory
Questions or Information:
Please Call: Jennine Conway 631-790-2430

St. Joseph’s Respect Life Ministry wishes to thank
our parishioners for their generous donations of diapers, wipes and handmade
baby items on Share Mercy Sunday.
We stocked our parish outreach with diapers and wipes and donated over three dozen handmade blankets and sweaters to
The Life Center of Long Island, Birthright, and Momma’s House. Additionally, we sent over 50 handmade Mother’s Day cards to women in four separate mother-child residences throughout Suffolk
County to support moms and thank them for the life-affirming choices they have made. Thank you to
all who took the time to create such heartfelt cards. They were very much appreciated, as were all the
donations collected that weekend.

Kristina Michele Bauernfeind
Anthony Joseph Bellafiore
Danica Grace Carpentieri
Michael J DiMiceli III
Ophelia Joe Halinski
Hunte John Kelly
Ava Rose Leidner-Ross

LECTORS WANTED!
To parishioners of Confirmation age or older:
Are you reasonably comfortable addressing large groups?
Do you speak and read clearly – with confidence, strength, passion, and certain knowledge of what you speak or say?
Do you feel a calling – yes, a vocation – to become God's instrument to proclaim His Word to His people?

Defensive Driving
The defensive driving course will be
offered at St. Joseph Church on
Saturday, June 23, 2018 in Carew Hall
from 8:30 am to 3:00 pm. Fee is $45.
Please call the rectory at 588-8456 to
reserve your place. Make checks payable to St.
Joseph Church.

Do you believe you can truly bring Scripture alive to the listener;
and are you willing to spend a half-hour or more of practice
(before each assignment) to assure a smooth, effective, and
vibrant proclamation?
If your answer to all of the above is "Yes," then your parish
needs you!
On an evening in mid-June, a two-hour Lector Training session
will be held in the rectory.

Interested? Call Greg Walsh at 585-4524.

Pray for the Sick
If you have a sick family member who you would like included in this list, please contact the rectory
(631) 588-8456). Otherwise, just write their name on a page in this book to have them included in our prayer.
Chet & Michael Alongi
Christine Alongi
Greta & Philip Ambrosio
Lisa Ansaldi
Alfonso Aversano
Baby Rocco Caracciola
Baby Edison
Baby Marianna Soto
Donald Baglivi
Karen Balezos
Anthony Bernardo
Don Begley
Janet Belz
Robert Paul Benson
Jeff Berg
Antionette Bianco
Provy Bonica
MaryAnn Bonitz
Mark Bosack
Eileen Bouchard
Elsie Bratisax
Lucy Brancaccio
Cassie Bulmer
Barbara Burnett
Caroline C. Burke
Richard Busick
Javier Cadena
Christopher Callahan
Laura Capuano
Michael & Moises Carbuccia
Priscilla Castelano
Antoinette Cichetti
Louise Cipolla
Madeline Ciullo
Stella Coan
Martin Condit
Cathy Connolly
Mark Crain
Liam Patrick Crane
Rick Crotta
Joann Curley
Valerie D’Alessandro
Francine Davis
Richard Delamater
Joanne DeBellis
Michael DePinto
Mary Anne Diamante
Jennifer Diomede
Barbara DiGirolomo
Rita Diubaldo
Joseph Donnan
Wally Donor
Bobby Eck
Sharon T. Eichler
Lois & Michael Emma
Donna Evers
Jason Falco
Nick Farrell
Louis & Amelia Fava
Julia Fenger

Helen Fenyak
Mary Ferrigno
John Finnegan
Joseph Forte
Louise Gagliardi
Kevin Gallagher
Gerry Gibbons
Madeline Gilvey
Angela Gordon
Rodee Hansen
Annabelle Harkins
Raymond Harold
Catherine Loughlin Hickey
John Higgins
Thomas Jankay
Sam Jiommetti
Julie Johnson
Norman Kalish
Eugene F. Keenan, Jr.
Linda Keller
Jimmy Kimberling
Matt Klein
Veronica Koenig
John Koopmann
Alice Zoas-Kubicsko
Jane Lacey
Anthony Lakaris
Laurie Lap
Alfred LaRocca
Rachel Laskowski
Irene Lodrini
Jill Lombardi
Ida Lucivero
Kathleen Lucivero
Mike Lucivero
Baby Dominic Madaris
Danny Mansch
Andrea Maloney
Danielle Markicvia
Sal Maraviglia
Susan Marotta
Rita Marra
Carolyn Martins
Nicole Martins
Loretta McCurry
Louise McManus
John Merkle
Danielle Michels
Ann Muller
Michael C. Murphy
Joseph Nicosia
Ray Niccia
Laura Noto
Alphonse Nunziata
John O’Connor
Joanora O’Donnell
Roseann O’Mara
Anne Oginz
Joseph Olivieri
Antonio Pateroti

Dean Pace
Anna Pepe
Barbara Petersen
William Pfister
Dorothy Pistritto
Joan Plouffe
Jackson Poelker
Mary Frances Puccio
Kathy Purcaro
Joyce Purcell
Nicole Ramaglia
Regina Reilly
Ronald Rivellese
Emma Rivera
Joel Rivera
Ruby Rivera
Michelle Robinson
Lucy Ronga
Carolyn Rouse
Mary Ann Russo
Theresa Ryan
Ann Sabourin
Norma Salazar
Dawn Saporito
Denise Savage Harper
Ralph Sabatino
Ben Scannella
Edward Schmidt
Krista & Nancy Schramm
Brian Shaffer
Janet & David Shapiro
Bob Sheehan
Daniel Smith
Robert Smith
Jamie Smith
Michele & Kayla Smith
Abe Stegman
Angela Stoner
Susie Stursberg
Matthew Swenson
James Teligabes
Bob Torres
Orazio & Theresa Troiano
Richard Tizzard
Richard Troiano
Regina & Lloyd Turnier
Ashley Tyler
Elizabeth Valentino
Steven Valinski
Teresita Valisno
William Vallar
Philip Varca Jr.
Margaret Villano
Catherine Wagner
Ellen Walsh
Richard White
Nancy Wilken
Nicholas Wittreich
Karl Wuttke
Richard Zwirblis

St Joseph Church
Vacation Bible School 2018
45 Church Street, Ronkonkoma, NY 11779
June 25-29, Carew Hall (lower church) , 9:30amAges 4 to 11 years
Fee: One child: $60.00
2 children: $90.00
3 or more: $120 family
Confirmation Canddate:$10.00
Daily snack is provided *
Child’s Name _____________________________________
Grade entering in September2018_______ Age:__________
Home Address: ____________________________________
City: _______________________

Please check one:
Participant—4-11 yrs. ______

Email address: (print clearly
_________________________________

Volunteer—under 18 yrs. _____

Telephone: Home# ______________________ Cell #_____________________________
Mother’s Name: ____________________ Father’s Name: ________________________
Adult to be contacted in case of emergency: __________________________________

Relation to child: _________________________ Phone #:_________________________
List information concerning your child’s medical history, medications taken, and any physical
impairments which a physician should be alerted in case of emergency.
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
Food allergies: _____________________________________________________________
If applicable, complete the “Students with Special Needs/Medical Issues” form found at :
stjosephronkonkoma.org and click the Faith Formation tab/religious education tab

*Please note: We are unable to guarantee that the snacks provided are free of allergens. If your child
needs an alternative to our snack (e.g., severe allergy), please bring a labeled snack for your child .
Photo Release for Participants: We take photos at Vacation Bible School (VBS) that we may wish to
use in our parish bulletin or program publicity. Please indicate if we may do so with photos of your
child .
I hereby give my permission for photos of my child to be used. Yes______ No________ Parent
Signature_____________________________________ Date________________
Parent Signature ___________________________________________________________
Many Volunteers are needed to make VBS a success. We need teachers, teachers’ aides, crafters, musicians and more! Please
consider sharing your talents with our children. Junior High and High School students have always been a vital part of making
VBS a hit and they are encouraged to volunteer. It is a fun way to complete Service Hours for Confirmation Candidates. Please
phone the office if interested in volunteering. Thank you.
Please mail or drop off the form to the Faith Formation Office at Rectory: Attention: VBS
Please direct any questions you may have to the Faith Formation Office at 981-1805.
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Cub Scout Pack 272
Boy Scout Troop 272
St. Joseph’s Cub Scout Pack 272 and Boy Scout Troop 272
have fun, exciting, educational, character building programs for boys, age 7 through 17 (first Grade and up).
For more information or to enroll your child,
contact Dr. Louis Scotti at 656-8428
or e-mail JoinScouting@StJoRonk.org.

Pack, Troop, and Crew 272 have
a YEAR-ROUND scouting program.

CYO Sport Programs
http://stjoecyosports.com
Baseball:
Intramural (Coed, ages 4-16):
Gene
588-1879
Travel * (Boys)
Vinny
543-4100
Basketball:
Girls (koolmom4d@msn.com)
Debbie
467-6174
Clinic Division (Coed Grades K-2) Nick
585-7723
Boys Grades 3-12)
Vinny
543-4100
Travel*
Vinny
543-4100
Track:
Boys & Girls, Grades K-8
Jerry 585-4048
Soccer :
Intramural Boys & Girls(ages 3-13) Joe 585-0748
jcaiola@fast.net
Travel (LIJSL):
Rob
721-8831
Softball:
Dennis 467-6174

Faced with a Drinking Problem?
Perhaps
Alcoholics Anonymous Can Help.
“Heart of the Lake” - AA Group
Meets here at St. Josephs R.C. Church
In the basement of the Rectory (entrance in rear)
Wednesday Evening @ 7:30 - 8:45 pm
And
Saturday Afternoon @ 2:00 - 3:15 pm
“The Only Requirement for Membership
Is a desire to stop drinking.”

Venturing Events
In Carew Hall after 5:00 PM Mass
Venturing is open to men and women age 14
through 20 who have graduated from 8th
Grade. This year's crew plan is jam packed
with interesting and fun activities here at St.
Joseph's and "off-campus" as well.
Come to our meeting and check it out.
Visit our next meeting:
May 27th, 2018
Tonight
e-mail: Crew272@StJoRonk.org
phone: Advisor Mike Keller (631) 872-7675

What did you do this weekend?

