June 10, 2018 — Tenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

June 10, 2018
Serving Your Sacramental Needs
The Sacrament of Baptism
The Sacrament is celebrated on Sundays at 1:30 PM and on
the first Saturday of each month. Parents, please call the
parish office to arrange a meeting with a priest.
The Sacrament of Eucharist
See front cover for mass times. If you are sick for an
extended period of time or are homebound, contact the
parish office to have someone bring Communion to you.
The Sacrament of Confirmation
School aged children can prepare for this Sacrament by
contacting our Faith Formation Office. Adults who have
yet to be Confirmed should contact the Parish Office
The Sacrament of Reconciliation
As listed on front cover or call the office to see a priest.
The Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick
This Sacrament is for the living. We celebrate this
Sacrament each Spring and Fall for those who are
chronically ill, advanced in age, or who are about to
undergo surgery or hospitalization. We can arrange the
Sacrament at other times by calling the Parish Office.
Emergencies: Call the office to speak to a priest.
Nighttime emergencies
(631) 538-7219
The Sacrament of Matrimony
Bride or Groom please call the office at least six months
before your desired wedding date to begin preparations for
marriage. Please make contact with the parish before
making other wedding day plans!
The Sacrament of Holy Orders
If you feel called to serve in the church as a priest deacon
or in consecrated religious life, call the office to speak to
one of the priests or deacons for guidance.
Interested in possibly becoming Catholic?
Contact the rectory to arrange a meeting to discuss your
questions. We have classes to help people learn about our
faith and decide if becoming Catholic is best for you. This
whole process of inquiry and potential conversion is called
RCIA—The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults.
We will respect your personal journey with God!
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Mass Intentions for the Week
Sunday, June 10 (Tenth Sunday in Ordinary Time)
7:00
Edward Minogue (Margaret Poy)
9:00
Jose Vilmenay (Michelle Fernandez)
Michael McHugh (Linda & The Savage Family),
Arthur Peaslee (Lou & Clare Antonucci), Jack Leslie
(Sarah Sesar & Family/Just 4 Paws), For the People
of the Parish
10:30 Kathleen Dodge (Mr. & Mrs. Ottersteadt)
12:00 Herbert & Ruth Maczkiewicz & David & Elizabeth
Kirschbaum (Keith Maczkiewicz)
5:00 Ann Rosato (The Scotti Family)
Monday, June 11
7:00 James Beck (Sal Neglia)
9:00 Judith Murray (Carl & Michele Nappi)
Tuesday, June 12
7:00 Joseph J. Onufrak (Loving Mother)
8:45 Rob Ciano (Ellie & Mike Steeneck)
Wednesday, June 13
7:00 Mass of Thanksgiving (Helen Onufrak)
9:00 John, Ira & Meggie (LIVING) (Grandma)
Thursday, June 14
7:00 For the People of the Parish
9:00 Jernnifer Corrigan (Margaret & Joseph Heiselmann)
Friday, June 15
7:00
Gerard B. Greek (Loving Family)
9:00
Betty Ann Jaros (Marie & Tom Parrinelli)
Saturday, June 16
8:00
Matthew Gay (Tamara Gay)
5:00
Beatrice Gallagher (The Bitonti Family), Lucy & Paul
Shadlich (Jannine & Richard Hubbard), William F.
Crocker Jr. (Loving Family), Angela F. Grancio (Angelo
& Andrea Quagliata), Doris Peterson & Helen Flynn
(LIVING) (Loving Family), Mildred Contrey The
Avisata Family)
Sunday, June 17 (Father’s Day)
7:00
9:00
10:30
12:00
Father’s
5:00
Day Mass
6:30
Spanish Mass
Intentions

now

2019 Mass Book is
open

Altar Bread & Wine

OUR LITURGY

In Memory of
Carol A. Walsh
Requested by
Greg

In Genesis, sin enters the world as Adam and Eve yield to the
serpent’s temptation. Paul’s Letter to the Corinthians urges
believers not to be discouraged; our earthly dwelling fades, but
life in the Lord is eternal. Mark’s Gospel shows Jesus being
described by the scribes as “possessed.” Jesus responds with a
promise that doing the will of God makes us his brothers and
sisters.
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June 10, 2018

Respect Life
A Victory for Religious Freedom
The fight to protect life is by its nature a religious struggle. In this ongoing fight we must pay close attention to related issues. One of these issues
is the continuing battle to protect the religious beliefs, and rights, of our
county’s citizens.
On Monday, June 4th the United States Supreme Court handed down a
decision in Colorado Civil Rights Commission vs. Jack Phillips. Jack
Phillips is the Colorado baker who would not bake a cake for a same sex
couple that was getting “married.” Mr. Phillips cited religious beliefs as
his reason for refusing service to the two people. Mr. Phillips was fined a
six figure penalty by the State of Colorado’s civil rights commission, and
Mr. Phillips sued. Not surprisingly, Mr. Phillips lost the suit at the state
level, and at the U.S. district court level, and the case eventually made its
way to the United States Supreme Court. The Court heard arguments
earlier this year, and handed down its decision on June 4th. The court
found for Mr. Phillips, 7-2. Importantly, Justice Kennedy, a moderate,
and Justices Breyer and Kagan, both liberals, found with the four conservative Justices.
The justices said that Colorado’s Civil Rights Commission’s handling of
the claim showed hostility towards religion, and in doing so, the law violated Mr. Phillip’s religious rights under the First Amendment of the U.S.
Constitution. Writing for the majority, Justice Kennedy said “the commission’s hostility was inconsistent with the First Amendment’s guarantee
that our laws be applied in a manner that is neutral toward religion.”
The scope of the Court’s ruling was very narrow. Justice Kennedy said
“The outcome of cases like this in other circumstances must await further
elaboration in the courts, all in the context of recognizing that these disputes must be resolved with tolerance, without undue disrespect to sincere
religious beliefs, and without subjecting gay persons to indignities when
they seek goods and services in an open market.” Mr. Phillips made it
clear in the case that he would never refuse service to anyone based on
their sexual orientation, but the fact that the request for service was for a
wedding cake changed the situation entirely. The decision provides hope
that the present court will continue to protect our religious freedom.
Manipulation?
Another discouraging piece of news came to light last week after Ireland’s
devastating vote to allow abortion. Apparently for a period of time leading up the vote, Google blocked all articles and links to web-sites that
were encouraging a no vote. Last week it was discovered that Google
listed Nazism as a belief of the California Republican party; it has since
been changed. At least one Catholic web site has complained about some
of their media being blocked on Facebook. In congressional hearings last
month concerning protection and sale of personal information, Facebook
founder Mark Zuckerberg was repeatedly asked about treatment of persons or groups with conservative leaning political views. The ease and
convenience of the internet has put a large amount of power into the hands
of a small group of people. Be careful what information you take from the
internet.
Please consider coming to the next Respect Life Ministry meeting.
We need your help!
The Respect Life Committee wishes you a safe and blessed week!
“Before I formed you in the womb, I knew you…” Jeremiah 1:5

Our Prayer and Action In
Building the City of God
Our Prayer for Financial Well Being is $23,700 in our Sunday
Offerings (which will be a $5,000 increase over our 2017 Weekly
Average):
Sunday June 3, 2018 Collections:
$18,100
Same Week from Last Year:
$17,135
2018 Weekly Average ((to-date)
$18,668
Our 2017 Weekly Average Was:
$18,700
Our Prayer for Evangelization is an increase of 500 new people
at Sunday Mass (which will be 2,043 people at Sunday Mass):
Mass Attendance on Sun. June 3rd:
1,439
2018 Average Mass Attendance:
1,622
2017 Average Mass Attendance:
1,543

________________________________________________
Our Prayer for our St Joseph School Enrollment
Is 245 Students (which is an increase of 50 Students):

2017/18 Enrollment is currently:
2018/19 Enrollment:

195
146

Our Prayer for Parish Vocations is 5 new vocations
from within St. Joseph Parish
None as yet, but this is always

in process

Repair & Maintenance of Our Parish Building:
May Repair & Maintenance Collection
$5,317
Balance toward $17,000 Goal
$17,000 →100% of Goal
Balance of Over-Spending yet to be repaid =
$10,519

__________________________________________________________
Catholic Ministries Appeal
2018 Goal:
Pledged - to - Date
Percentage of Goal

$75,000
59,320
79%

James Raymond Burke
Niall Ramiro Clancy

—REMEMBER THOSE WHO HAVE DIED—
our deceased soldiers and all of our
deceased relatives and friends.
Mario Valdeavella, Frederick Fegel, Bailee Wersan
Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord and let perpetual light shine
upon them. May they rest in peace.. May their souls and all the
souls of the faithful departed rest in peace. Amen

Jax Alain Constant
Charlie Paul Fennessy
Jack Hickey
Mia Elena Jennie Martinez
Daniella Rae Munoz

Guide Dog Votes

Fr. Vitas Mbamalu
Ordained July 8, 2006.
He was principal of St Charles College, Onitsha, Anambra
State, Nigeria and helped with the turnaround of the school.
In an interview in 2016, he spoke about his vocation:
What informed your decision to become a priest?
Well, at that very tender age, I’ve always wanted to pray for
people, to serve God and donate my time for others. So, as
early as 11 years, I was attracted to priesthood; I love the way
they were celebrating mass and the fact that they give their
time for others. So, I wanted to be part of such impressions
and I thank God we are here today.
Was there any form of resistance from your family,
especially your parents?
I didn’t have any resistance from the family as such, but what
my Dad did was to ensure that I wasn’t being forced to join the
seminary; he didn’t want to be disgraced. So, through some
questions and investigations, he made sure I was not forced to
join the priesthood. When he found out that it was my real
intention, he supported me. Here am I today celebrating 10
years as a priest, after 17 good years in the seminary. If you
put the years together, it means I’ve spent 27 years on this
journey.

And now his journey is bringing him to
Ronkonkoma. Please keep him in your prayers!

Here are the results so far for the naming of the Guide Dog Puppy
we are sponsoring. The number before each name is the amount of
votes they have received so far.
473 Gil 301 Joseph 61 Mercy 55 Guardian 54 Daisy
49 Faith 31 Oreo 27 Rosie
26 Oakley 24 Roxy 19 Charlie 10 King
7 Rex 7 Galaxy 6 Bingo 5 Lucky 5 Sunny 3 Benji
2 Angel
The following write in votes all got one vote so far:
Lizzy
Scooby Doo
Tim
Cody Charity
Nigee
(Friend)
Fluffy
Bella
Barkley Matthew Rex
Bentley Lazarus
So far we have raised $4,776.55 of our goal of $6,000 to sponsor a
Guide Dog.
Ballots are in the parish office. $1 per vote.
Interested in being a puppy walker?
Contact The Guide Dog Foundation: 1-631-930-9000
info@guidedog.org

Let Your Light Shine
A recent conversation led me to dig this up and share it with you.
-Fr. Mike
Our deepest fear is not that we are inadequate.
Our deepest fear is that we are powerful beyond measure. It is
our light, not our darkness that most frightens us. We ask
ourselves, “Who am I to be brilliant, gorgeous, talented,
fabulous?"
Actually, who are you not to be? You are a child of God. Your
playing small doesn't serve the world.
There's nothing
enlightening about shrinking so that other people won't feel
insecure around you.
We are born to make manifest the glory of God that is within us.
It's not just in some of us. It is in everyone, and, as we let our
light shine, we unconsciously give other people permission to do
the same.
As we are liberated from our own fear, our presence
automatically liberates others.
-Mary Ann Williamson

To Parents of Young Children:
May we suggest…RELAX! God put the wiggle in children. Don’t feel you have to suppress it in God’s house. All are welcome! Sit
towards the front where it is easier for your little ones to see and hear what is going on at the altar. They tire of seeing the backs of
others! Quietly explain the parts of the Mass and actions of the priest, choir, and other ministries. If you don’t know the answers, ask
someone. We’ll be happy to help you and your family grow! Help them find the hymns and prayers in the hymnal. Sing the hymns,
participate in the liturgy and pray.
Children learn about worship and liturgical behavior by copying you.
If you have to leave Mass with your child, feel free to do so, but please come back! Or maybe you can just go to one of our Comfort
Coves in the back with your little one.
Jesus said, Let the children come to me…
Remember that the way we welcome children in church directly affects the way they respond to the church, to God and to one another.
Let them know that they are at home in His house of worship.
To Members of our parish
The presence of children is a gift to the church and a reminder that our parish is growing. Please welcome our children and give a smile
of encouragement to their parents!

Our Share Mercy Event on June 3rd was a great success that we could not have done
without your help! We collected over a
thousand DVDs & CDs, clothes and over $200 worth of scratch off tickets. The Long Island Veterans Home in Stony Brook was so
appreciative of your generosity.
A special thanks to the following individuals - without their help this day would not have been possible:
Jim O’Connor, Mike Keller, Gilda Johnson, Dave McAteer, Michael Fabbi, Angelica Figueroa, & Our Baking Committee. & Gift
Shop Staff.
Thank you,
Michele Nappi and Susie Fabbri

St Joseph Church
Vacation Bible School 2018
45 Church Street, Ronkonkoma, NY 11779
June 25-29, Carew Hall (lower church) , 9:30am-12:00pm
Ages 4 to 11 years
Fee: One child: $60.00
2 children: $90.00
3 or more: $120 family
Confirmation Canddate:$10.00
Daily snack is provided *
Child’s Name _____________________________________
Grade entering in September2018_______ Age:__________
Home Address: ____________________________________
City: _______________________

Please check one:
Participant—4-11 yrs. ______

Email address: (print clearly
_________________________________

Volunteer—under 18 yrs. _____

Telephone: Home# ______________________ Cell #_____________________________
Mother’s Name: ____________________ Father’s Name: ________________________
Adult to be contacted in case of emergency: __________________________________

Relation to child: _________________________ Phone #:_________________________
List information concerning your child’s medical history, medications taken, and any physical
impairments which a physician should be alerted in case of emergency.
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
Food allergies: _____________________________________________________________
If applicable, complete the “Students with Special Needs/Medical Issues” form found at :
stjosephronkonkoma.org and click the Faith Formation tab/religious education tab

*Please note: We are unable to guarantee that the snacks provided are free of allergens. If your child
needs an alternative to our snack (e.g., severe allergy), please bring a labeled snack for your child .
Photo Release for Participants: We take photos at Vacation Bible School (VBS) that we may wish to
use in our parish bulletin or program publicity. Please indicate if we may do so with photos of your
child .
I hereby give my permission for photos of my child to be used. Yes______ No________ Parent
Signature_____________________________________ Date________________
Parent Signature ___________________________________________________________
Many Volunteers are needed to make VBS a success. We need teachers, teachers’ aides, crafters, musicians and more! Please
consider sharing your talents with our children. Junior High and High School students have always been a vital part of making
VBS a hit and they are encouraged to volunteer. It is a fun way to complete Service Hours for Confirmation Candidates. Please
phone the office if interested in volunteering. Thank you.
Please mail or drop off the form to the Faith Formation Office at Rectory: Attention: VBS
Please direct any questions you may have to the Faith Formation Office at 981-1805.
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Cub Scout Pack 272
Boy Scout Troop 272
St. Joseph’s Cub Scout Pack 272 and Boy Scout Troop 272
have fun, exciting, educational, character building programs for boys, age 7 through 17 (first Grade and up).
For more information or to enroll your child,
contact Dr. Louis Scotti at 656-8428
or e-mail JoinScouting@StJoRonk.org.

Pack, Troop, and Crew 272 have
a YEAR-ROUND scouting program.

CYO Sport Programs
http://stjoecyosports.com
Baseball:
Intramural (Coed, ages 4-16):
Gene
588-1879
Travel * (Boys)
Vinny
543-4100
Basketball:
Girls (koolmom4d@msn.com)
Debbie
467-6174
Clinic Division (Coed Grades K-2) Nick
585-7723
Boys Grades 3-12)
Vinny
543-4100
Travel*
Vinny
543-4100
Track:
Boys & Girls, Grades K-8
Jerry 585-4048
Soccer :
Intramural Boys & Girls(ages 3-13) Joe 585-0748
jcaiola@fast.net
Travel (LIJSL):
Rob
721-8831
Softball:
Dennis 467-6174

Faced with a Drinking Problem?
Perhaps
Alcoholics Anonymous Can Help.
“Heart of the Lake” - AA Group
Meets here at St. Josephs R.C. Church
In the basement of the Rectory (entrance in rear)
Wednesday Evening @ 7:30 - 8:45 pm
And
Saturday Afternoon @ 2:00 - 3:15 pm
“The Only Requirement for Membership
Is a desire to stop drinking.”

Venturing Events
In Carew Hall after 5:00 PM Mass
Venturing is open to men and women age 14
through 20 who have graduated from 8th
Grade. This year's crew plan is jam packed
with interesting and fun activities here at St.
Joseph's and "off-campus" as well.
Come to our meeting and check it out.
Visit our next meeting:
June 10, 2018
Tonight
e-mail: Crew272@StJoRonk.org
phone: Advisor Mike Keller (631) 872-7675

What did you do this weekend?

Defensive Driving
The defensive driving course will be
offered at St. Joseph Church on
Saturday, June 23, 2018 in Carew Hall
from 8:30 am to 3:00 pm. Fee is $45.
Please call the rectory at 588-8456 to
reserve your place. Make checks payable to St.
Joseph Church.

St. Joseph Parish Gift Shoppe
For your convenience the Parish Gift Shoppe will be open after
all Masses on the weekends of our Share Mercy Sundays. We
are located in the Lobby outside Carew Hall. You are cordially
invited to stop in and see the variety of items, reasonably priced,
for all occasions.

