June 17, 2018 — Eleventh Sunday in Ordinary Time — Fathers Day

June 17, 2018
Serving Your Sacramental Needs
The Sacrament of Baptism
The Sacrament is celebrated on Sundays at 1:30 PM and on
the first Saturday of each month. Parents, please call the
parish office to arrange a meeting with a priest.
The Sacrament of Eucharist
See front cover for mass times. If you are sick for an
extended period of time or are homebound, contact the
parish office to have someone bring Communion to you.
The Sacrament of Confirmation
School aged children can prepare for this Sacrament by
contacting our Faith Formation Office. Adults who have
yet to be Confirmed should contact the Parish Office
The Sacrament of Reconciliation
As listed on front cover or call the office to see a priest.
The Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick
This Sacrament is for the living. We celebrate this
Sacrament each Spring and Fall for those who are
chronically ill, advanced in age, or who are about to
undergo surgery or hospitalization. We can arrange the
Sacrament at other times by calling the Parish Office.
Emergencies: Call the office to speak to a priest.
Nighttime emergencies
(631) 538-7219
The Sacrament of Matrimony
Bride or Groom please call the office at least six months
before your desired wedding date to begin preparations for
marriage. Please make contact with the parish before
making other wedding day plans!
The Sacrament of Holy Orders
If you feel called to serve in the church as a priest deacon
or in consecrated religious life, call the office to speak to
one of the priests or deacons for guidance.
Interested in possibly becoming Catholic?
Contact the rectory to arrange a meeting to discuss your
questions. We have classes to help people learn about our
faith and decide if becoming Catholic is best for you. This
whole process of inquiry and potential conversion is called
RCIA—The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults.
We will respect your personal journey with God!

Altar Bread & Wine
In Memory of
Carol A. Walsh
Requested by
Greg
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Mass Intentions for the Week
Sunday, June 17 (Father’s Day)
7:00
9:00
Father’s
10:30
Day Mass
Intentions
12:00
5:00
Monday,
June 18
7:00 Betsey Gillin (Loving Family)
9:00 John & Genevieve Donohue (Loving Family)
Tuesday, June 19
7:00 Joseph & Helen Onufrak (Loving Family)
8:45 Elizabeth Hayes (Carole Kilgannon)
Wednesday, June 20
7:00 William Bjelke (Martha & Laura Bjelke)
9:00 Richard Ricardo (George & Claudia)
Thursday, June 21
7:00 For the People of the Parish
9:00 Robert Filce (Loving Mother)
Friday, June 22
7:00
For the People of the Parish
9:00
Mary Tantone (Loving Husband & Children)
Saturday, June 23
8:00
Neal Oliver Jr. (Loving Niece Katie)
5:00
Innocenzo Vincenzina & Dominick Paolucci (Loving
Daughter Natalina), Arthur Peaslee (Rosemary & Gerry
Menamin), Martha Bartone (Tom Ryan & Family) The
Bartone Family (Tom Ryan & Family), Hugh Monahan
(Loving Family), Aunt Rose Desiderio (Diane, Michelle
& Lisa)
Sunday, June 24 (The Nativity of St. John the Baptist)
7:00
For the People of the Parish
9:00
Lucila DeHidalgo (Mitchell & Yolanda Schwartz),
Arthur Lange (Loving Wife), Peter Mosera (Loving Mom
& Brother), Peter Mikos (Maria DiLallo), Dennis McCready
(The Mileto Family), John F. Burchill (Loving Brother
Thomas)
10:30 Pray for an End to Abortion (The Respect Life Comm.)
12:00 Anna & Gasper Crimaudo (Loving Family)
5:00 Genevieve Boerner (The Dinger Family)
6:30 Spanish Mass

2019 Mass Book is now open

OUR LITURGY
In Ezekiel, God uses the image of a tender shoot that becomes a
majestic cedar and bears much fruit as a way of promising his
care for the people of Israel. Paul challenges all believers to
please the Lord. Jesus uses the parables of the sower and the
seed, and the mustard seed, to explain the kingdom of God.
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Respect Life
Comments from Archbishop Naumann, new Chair of the United States
Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Committee on Pro-Life Activities
In November 2017 the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops
elected Archbishop Joseph Naumann as the Chair of the Committee on
Pro-Life Activities. In December 2017, Catholic World interviewed the
Archbishop on the subject of supporting life. This is a link to the interview in its entirety (https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2017/12/04/
archbishop-naumann-if-the-church-is-silent-on-the-destruction-of-lifewere-being-negligent/). The Archbishop’s comments were very interesting, but most interesting were his comments on preaching about the prolife issue:
“If I’m preaching a homily focused in this area, I begin with acknowledgement that there are likely people in the pews who have had direct
experience with abortion. I say to such people that they know better than
anyone else what a tragedy abortion is, and ask them to pray for me in my
work that I can help others to know about the pain they’re experiencing.”
“I bring up the Project Rachel ministry, which helps women heal from
abortion. I tell them that help is there, if they need it. I then talk about
why the issue is so important, and that the rhetoric of ‘choice’ is deceptive. People don’t talk about ‘choice’ in other areas when the taking of a
human life is involved.”
“And, I like to point out that what makes abortion so particularly destructive is that it not only takes the life of a child, but scars the family, because
abortion occurs in the womb, the one place where life should be most
protected.
“I challenge people to become involved, to pray, to become more knowledgeable, and to have conversations with others on-on-one. And, we can
vote and share our views with our legislators.”
When asked about reactions to his preaching on the pro-life issue, the
Archbishop further commented:
“I’ve had a few walk out, but such people are few and far between. I pray
for those who walk away, as I’ve obviously hit a difficult chord with
them. But most people who hear me are supportive.”
“I’d also like to say to our priests: we can’t fail to talk to our people about
these real sins that affect the lives of our people. If we talk about sins they
don’t commit, of what good is that? Certainly we want to preach about
the topic in a sensitive way, and be supportive of those who chose abortion and now regret it. But if the Church is silent on the destruction of
life, we’re being negligent, and leaving our young people vulnerable to
making this tragic decision.”
Duplicity in Albany-ACTION NEEDED
There is an effort being made by some Democrat legislators in Albany to
add amendments to spending bills that would remove our state’s restrictions on late term abortion, despite the fact that removal of these restrictions was recently voted on. This is a common tactic used to put unpopular legislation that cannot be passed on its own merits into effect.
Not surprisingly, this has not been covered in the mainstream media.
Please go to this link and voice your concerns to your local legislator;
http://www.nyscatholic.org/nys-catholic-conference-action-center/?
vvsrc=%2fcampaighns%2f58392%2frespond
Please consider coming to the next Respect Life Ministry meeting. We
need your help!
The Respect Life Committee wishes you a safe and blessed week!
“Before I formed you in the womb, I knew you…” Jeremiah 1:5

—REMEMBER THOSE WHO HAVE DIED—
our deceased soldiers and all of our
deceased relatives and friends.
Jean Crescenzo, Anthony Parascandola, Mary Babian
Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord and let perpetual light shine
upon them. May they rest in peace.. May their souls and all the
souls of the faithful departed rest in peace. Amen

Our Prayer and Action In
Building the City of God
Our Prayer for Financial Well Being is $23,700 in our Sunday
Offerings (which will be a $5,000 increase over our 2017 Weekly
Average):
Sunday June 10, 2018 Collections:
$19,103
Same Week from Last Year:
$17,457
2018 Weekly Average ((to-date)
$18,679
Our 2017 Weekly Average Was:
$18,700
Our Prayer for Evangelization is an increase of 500 new people
at Sunday Mass (which will be 2,043 people at Sunday Mass):
Mass Attendance on Sun. June 3rd:
1,527
2018 Average Mass Attendance:
1,615
2017 Average Mass Attendance:
1,543

________________________________________________
Our Prayer for our St Joseph School Enrollment
Is 245 Students (which is an increase of 50 Students):

2017/18 Enrollment is currently:
2018/19 Enrollment:

195
150

Our Prayer for Parish Vocations is 5 new vocations
from within St. Joseph Parish
None as yet, but this is always

in process

Repair & Maintenance of Our Parish Building:
Balance toward $17,000 Goal
$17,000 →100% of GOAL!
**We have met out goal & are scheduling the sanctuary flooring work**
Balance of Over-spending still to be repair = $10,519_______________________

Catholic Ministries Appeal
2018 Goal:
Pledged - to - Date
Percentage of Goal

$75,000.00
$59,650.00
%79

Respect Life Committee Meeting
The next meeting of St. Joseph’s Respect Life Ministry will be
on Saturday, June 23 at 9:30 am. We will meet in the school
auditorium (gym). Please come join us. New members are always welcome! For more information, contact Sally Miller at
631-737-5120.

BLOOD DRIVE
What a great opportunity to do a work of mercy and
respond to Jesus’ words at the Last Supper,
“DO THIS IN MEMORY OF ME.”
Our Blood Drive is on Sunday July 1
This is the beginning of a season when need for
blood is very high and donations are down.
You can sign up for an appointment to give in
the back of the church or in the rectory.
Please, if you are able, give blood!

Guide Dog Votes
Here are the results so far for the naming of the Guide
Dog Puppy we are sponsoring. The number before each
name is the amount of votes they have received so far.
476 Gil 310 Joseph 61 Mercy 55 Guardian
54 Daisy 50 Faith 31 Oreo 28 Rosie
26 Oakley 24 Roxy 20 Charlie 10 King
7 Rex 7 Galaxy 6 Bingo 6 Lizzy 5 Brinkley 5
Lucky 5 Sunny 3 Benji 2 Angel
The following write in votes all got one vote so far:
Scooby Doo
Tim
Cody Charity
Nigee (Friend)
Fluffy
Bella
Barkley
Matthew Rex Bentley Lazarus
So far we have raised $4,816.96 of our goal of $6,000 to
sponsor a Guide Dog.
Ballots are in the parish office. $1 per vote.
Interested in being a puppy walker?
Contact The Guide Dog Foundation:
1-631-930-9000
info@guidedog.org

Mark Your Calendars!
On Saturday, June 23 at the 5:00 Mass, Fr.
Gil Lap will formally say good bye to our
parish as he prepares to move to his new
assignment as pastor of
St Frances Cabrini Parish in Coram.
A reception will follow the 5:00 Mass in
Carew Hall!
He won’t leave until Wednesday 6/27. He
has the 7:00 AM mass on Sunday, 9:00 on
Tuesday and 7:00 on Wednesday!

ABUNDANCE
We just had our Golf Outing Fund Raiser for the parish
and school. The weather was great and the golf wasn’t
too bad. All in all it was a pretty good day. We don’t
have the exact numbers just yet but we raised about
$8,000. Thank you to all who helped with this effort!
The readings the day after the outing were interesting in
light of just completing a fund raising event. The first
reading was about Elijah meeting a widow during a
famine and asking her for some food. She was about to
make one last loaf a bread for herself and her son and
then she planned to die. Elijah told her to take care of
him first and that her jar of oil would never run dry until
after the famine was over. It happened just as he said!
(1Kgs 17:7-16). The gospel told us that we are the light
of the world and salt of the earth and we are called to let
our light shine and never let our salt lose its flavor. (Mt
5:13-16).
I found this an interesting combination - first at a fund
raiser, we are dealing with something finite - money.
We are trying to get as much of a finite entity (your
money) into our pockets. Everyone there had plenty of
opportunities to empty their pockets (from basket raffles
to 50/50 drawings). We need to do this kind of work to
support the work that we do in our parish and school.
But the real work we do is in pointing us all to The
Infinite - to our God who is the God of abundance! God
does take care of us if we put our trust in Him. Notice
that the woman in the story was never told that she
would have an abundance of oil in her flask, just hat it
would not run dry. But never running out is an
abundance in comparison to it being empty.
I went to the Golf Outing with a finite amount of money
and when it was gone, it was gone. Do we ever look at
our spiritual life in a similar way? This is all I have to
give and when it is gone it is gone?
The truth is, when it comes to our spiritual lives, we are
talking about the place where our finite energy touches
the infinite love and power of God. We just need to tap
into it. How do we tap that infinite power and love so
that we can experience and share from our abundance?
PRAYER. I recently experienced a very simple form of
prayer that helped me to get back to that place deep in
my heart where I touch God’s love and power: where my
light is rekindled and I find the flavor in my salt. Try
this: close your eyes and just take a deep slow breath.
As you do, invite God’s Spirit into your heart. Repeat
this three times. This is how our children and their
parents were led in prayer at First Communion
rehearsals. I joined in and each time I was reinvigorated! When you feel like your heart is empty and
you have no more to give, try this. It won’t put more
money in your pockets but it will renew your heart in His
Spirit.
-Fr Mike

Defensive Driving
The defensive driving course will be
offered at St. Joseph Church on
Saturday, June 23, 2018 in Carew Hall
from 8:30 am to 3:00 pm. Fee is $45.
Please call the rectory at 588-8456 to reserve your
place. Make checks payable to St. Joseph Church.

To our Honoree, Sponsors, Golfers and Dinner Attendees for our 2018 Annual Golf Outing. We had a
beautiful day and a joyous celebration.

Please bring your Blood Donor Card or ID with signature or photo.
Sign up sheets will be in back of the church after all Masses on June 17th and June 24th. Also, to schedule an appointment or for further information please contact: Michele Nappi @631-981-1805, Michele@stjoronk.org.

FAMILY MASS at St. Joseph
Next Mass: Sunday June 24, 10:30AM
HOW CHILDREN CAN GET INVOLVED
Children’s Choir Members
Contact: Mike Keller
MikeKeller@Stjoronk.org

Altar Servers
Contact Ed Grieb
EdGrieb@Stjoronk.org

Lectors
Contact: Anne DiNero
annedinero1@gmail.com

Welcome Greeters
Contact:Michele Nappi
Michele@Stjoronk.org

Gift Bearers
Please speak to the Ushers before Mass

St. Joseph RC Church Summer Party Grand Raffle
$20 each or $100 for Book of 6
Grand Prize $6,000; 2nd Prize $1,500; 3rd Prize $500
Name: _________________________________________________________________________________________
Address: ______________________________________________________________________________________
Phone: _________________________________________ Parish ID #: _______________________________
# of $20 tickets: ______________
# of 6 ticket bundles for $100: _______________
Total $: ________________
Please complete the above & return it in the Sunday collection or directly to St. Joseph Church, 45 Church St. Ronkonkoma, NY 11779. Tickets will be returned to you upon receipt of this request and your payment. Thank you for your support.

Looking for Volunteers For the Summer Party!
Selling raffle tickets after weekend Masses
Selling raffle tickets the night of the Summer Party
Food booth servers
Please call the rectory with name and contact information.

St. Joseph Parish
Summer Party
Raffle Basket Donations
It’s that time of the year again—we are preparing for
our Annual Parish Summer Party. Please join us in putting on our “Thinking Caps” as we collect
donations for the Themed Raffle Basket’s. We are asking each Parish Ministry to sponsor at least one
basket donation valued at a minimum of $50 (*valued at, so look for sales, bargains, clearance items
worth $50 in value).
We also invite all parish families, St. Joseph School classes and local businesses to participate and
consider a donation as well. In the past we have had a beautiful and varied collection of basket themes —
such as ‘summer fun’, ‘gardening’, ‘car care’, ‘pet care’, ‘movie night’, and ‘back to school’ just to name a
few.
Please bring your basket to the rectory as soon as possible. Also, please list the contents and the name of
the ministry/organization/family/individual on an index card or small sheet of paper and attach it to the
basket. . We will have preview and presale of basket raffles in Carew Hall on the weekends leading up to
the party. Thank you for your for your donations and cooperation in helping to make this year’s Summer
Party fun and a success.

What theme can you
come up with ???

Have fun, be creative, think of what you would like
to win and then make a basket to donate,
individually or with a group !

St Joseph Church
Vacation Bible School 2018
45 Church Street, Ronkonkoma, NY 11779
June 25-29, Carew Hall (lower church) , 9:30am-12:00pm
Ages 4 to 11 years
Fee: One child: $60.00
2 children: $90.00
3 or more: $120 family
Confirmation Canddate:$10.00
Daily snack is provided *
Child’s Name _____________________________________
Grade entering in September2018_______ Age:__________
Home Address: ____________________________________
City: _______________________

Please check one:
Participant—4-11 yrs. ______

Email address: (print clearly
_________________________________

Volunteer—under 18 yrs. _____

Telephone: Home# ______________________ Cell #_____________________________
Mother’s Name: ____________________ Father’s Name: ________________________
Adult to be contacted in case of emergency: __________________________________

Relation to child: _________________________ Phone #:_________________________
List information concerning your child’s medical history, medications taken, and any physical
impairments which a physician should be alerted in case of emergency.
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
Food allergies: _____________________________________________________________
If applicable, complete the “Students with Special Needs/Medical Issues” form found at :
stjosephronkonkoma.org and click the Faith Formation tab/religious education tab

*Please note: We are unable to guarantee that the snacks provided are free of allergens. If your child
needs an alternative to our snack (e.g., severe allergy), please bring a labeled snack for your child .
Photo Release for Participants: We take photos at Vacation Bible School (VBS) that we may wish to
use in our parish bulletin or program publicity. Please indicate if we may do so with photos of your
child .
I hereby give my permission for photos of my child to be used. Yes______ No________ Parent
Signature_____________________________________ Date________________
Parent Signature ___________________________________________________________
Many Volunteers are needed to make VBS a success. We need teachers, teachers’ aides, crafters, musicians and more! Please
consider sharing your talents with our children. Junior High and High School students have always been a vital part of making
VBS a hit and they are encouraged to volunteer. It is a fun way to complete Service Hours for Confirmation Candidates. Please
phone the office if interested in volunteering. Thank you.
Please mail or drop off the form to the Faith Formation Office at Rectory: Attention: VBS
Please direct any questions you may have to the Faith Formation Office at 981-1805.

