June 24, 2018 — Nativity of John, the Baptist

June 24, 2018
Serving Your Sacramental Needs
The Sacrament of Baptism
The Sacrament is celebrated on Sundays at 1:30 PM and on
the first Saturday of each month. Parents, please call the
parish office to arrange a meeting with a priest.
The Sacrament of Eucharist
See front cover for mass times. If you are sick for an
extended period of time or are homebound, contact the
parish office to have someone bring Communion to you.
The Sacrament of Confirmation
School aged children can prepare for this Sacrament by
contacting our Faith Formation Office. Adults who have
yet to be Confirmed should contact the Parish Office
The Sacrament of Reconciliation
As listed on front cover or call the office to see a priest.
The Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick
This Sacrament is for the living. We celebrate this
Sacrament each Spring and Fall for those who are
chronically ill, advanced in age, or who are about to
undergo surgery or hospitalization. We can arrange the
Sacrament at other times by calling the Parish Office.
Emergencies: Call the office to speak to a priest.
Nighttime emergencies
(631) 538-7219
The Sacrament of Matrimony
Bride or Groom please call the office at least six months
before your desired wedding date to begin preparations for
marriage. Please make contact with the parish before
making other wedding day plans!
The Sacrament of Holy Orders
If you feel called to serve in the church as a priest deacon
or in consecrated religious life, call the office to speak to
one of the priests or deacons for guidance.
Interested in possibly becoming Catholic?
Contact the rectory to arrange a meeting to discuss your
questions. We have classes to help people learn about our
faith and decide if becoming Catholic is best for you. This
whole process of inquiry and potential conversion is called
RCIA—The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults.
We will respect your personal journey with God!
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Mass Intentions for the Week
Sunday, June 24 (The Nativity of St. John the Baptist)
7:00
For the People of the Parish
9:00
Lucila DeHidalgo (Mitchell & Yolanda Schwartz),
Arthur Lange (Loving Wife), Peter Mosera (Loving Mom
& Brother), Peter Mikos (Maria DiLallo), Dennis
McCready (The Mileto Family), John F. Burchill
(Loving Brother Thomas)
10:30 Pray to an End of Abortion (The Respect Life Committee)
12:00 Anna & Gasper Crimaudo (Loving Family)
5:00 Genevieve Boerner (The Dinger Family)
Monday, June 25
7:00 For the People of the Parish
9:00 Matthew Gay (Tamara Gay)
Tuesday, June 26
7:00 For the People of the Parish
9:00 Arthur Peaslee (Tom & Eileen McManus)
Wednesday, June 27
7:00 For the People of the Parish
9:00 Carlo Pesce (The 9:00am Rosary Group)
Thursday, June 28
7:00 For the People of the Parish
9:00 William Paul (Jean & Norman)
Friday, June 29
7:00
James Heiman (Loving Sister Helen)
9:00
Carmen Brito (Loving Family)
Saturday, June 30
8:00
For the People of the Parish
5:00
Angel M. Robles (Marissa Innella), Arthur Peaslee
(Harry & Carol Ellis), Satwant Chawla (The Marchany
Family), Frederick Fegel (Joanne), Arthur Peaslee
(The Sheldrick Family), Dennis Manning (Loving Family)
Sunday, July 1 (Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time)
7:00
Monica Waring (Loving Husband)
9:00
Norma & Arthur Owen (Loving Family)
10:30 Angelo DeFilippo (Marie DeFilippo), Robert Troiano Jr.
(The Gilde Family), Arleen Begley (Patty & Gerald Peters),
Antonio Vitalino (Catherine & Norm West), Angelo Jerry
Leone (Michael & Amy Gallino), Jovani Busone
(Charlie Schultz)
12:00 Araceli Manalo (Loving Children)
5:00 Sister Adeline Fishwick (Kathy Fishwick)
6:30 Spanish Mass

2019 Mass Book is now open

Altar Bread & Wine
In Memory of
Betsey Gillin
Requested by
Ann Festa

OUR LITURGY
In the first reading, we hear that God calls and forms his servants
from the womb. The reading from Acts speaks of those whom
God raised up to do his work, including John the Baptist. In
Luke’s Gospel, Elizabeth gives birth and proclaims that the
boy’s name will be John.
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June 24, 2018

Respect Life
Pope Francis’ comments on abortion
On Saturday, June 16th, Pope Francis was meeting with an Italian
family association. During this meeting, the Holy Father was moved
to stop using his prepared speech, and instead speak from the heart
about abortion, and the challenges that families face. The Holy Father
lamented the fact that many young couples are not having children.
Currently the birth rate in Europe is less than two children per couple,
which is obviously not enough to maintain the population level. He
also decried the fact that couples are using prenatal testing to ascertain
if there are any malformations, or genetic disorders.
“The first proposal in such a case is, ‘do we get rid of it?’” Pope Francis said. “The murder of children. To have an easy life, they get rid
of an innocent.”
Pope Francis then relayed a story he heard from one of his teachers
when he was young, which horrified him. The story was about children being thrown from the mountain if they were born with malformations.
“Today we do the same thing,” he said.
“Last century, the whole world was scandalized by what the Nazis did
to purify the race. Today, we do the same thing but with white
gloves,” Francis said.
The Holy Father begged parents to accept children “as God gives them
to us.”
Pope Francis broadened his comments, to include what he has often
described as the “throwaway culture.” He reiterated the strict antiabortion teaching of the Church. The Holy Father has consistently
condemned the way that the elderly, the poor, the sick, and the unborn, are treated, and laments the lack of respect, dignity, and protection they are offered by a society that instead values individual prowess. Pope Francis is known for having dedicated much of his pontificate to preaching about families.
Pope Francis understands what abortion is, and the grave evil that
accompanies it. We, as Catholics, must also recognize what abortion
is. We must take the time to research how the procedure is performed,
and what the results are, and the devastating damage that is done. The
damage done not only to the poor child whose life is stolen, but to the
parents of the child, and to their families. We must pray for these
people that Jesus Christ, through his Divine Mercy, will heal them.
We must take the time to understand the finances that drive the abortion industry, and that today, in the US, we have countless people that
are happy to make their living off of the murder of innocent babies.
We must pray for these people that they recognize what it is they are
doing, and repent. We must understand the politics of abortion,
which has been the single most divisive political issue since slavery.
We must pray for the pro-abortion politicians, and ask the Lord to help
these folks lead in a righteous manner. Finally, we must understand
where the evil of abortion is taking us. We must understand the cold,
calculating evil that measures lives by what they produce versus what
they consume, or by the amount of effort that will be required to maintain their lives. We must pray that our most Holy Father shows us a
better way, and guides us to that path.
When the United States Supreme Court ruled in favor of abortion in
1972, a battle began for the country’s soul, and the battle continues
today. This is a fight against evil, and it is a fight we have to win.
There are many souls at stake.

Our Prayer and Action In
Building the City of God
Our Prayer for Financial Well Being is $23,700 in our Sunday
Offerings (which will be a $5,000 increase over our 2017 Weekly
Average):
Sunday June 17, 2018 Collections:
$16,060
Same Week from Last Year:
$17,080
2018 Weekly Average ((to-date)
$18,613
Our 2017 Weekly Average Was:
$18,700
Our Prayer for Evangelization is an increase of 500 new people
at Sunday Mass (which will be 2,043 people at Sunday Mass):
Mass Attendance on Sun. June 3rd:
1,459
2018 Average Mass Attendance:
1,608
2017 Average Mass Attendance:
1,543

________________________________________________
Our Prayer for our St Joseph School Enrollment
Is 245 Students (which is an increase of 50 Students):

2017/18 Enrollment is currently:
2018/19 Enrollment:

195
151

Our Prayer for Parish Vocations is 5 new vocations
from within St. Joseph Parish
None as yet, but this is always

in process

Repair & Maintenance of Our Parish Building:
June R & M Collection
$5,057
Balance toward $17,000 Goal
$17,000 →100% of GOAL!
**We have met out goal & are scheduling the sanctuary flooring work**
Balance of Over-spending still to be repair = $9,251_______________________

Catholic Ministries Appeal
2018 Goal:
Pledged - to - Date
Percentage of Goal

$75,000.00
$59,650.00
%80

St. Joseph Parish Gift Shoppe
For your convenience the Parish Gift Shoppe will be open after
all Masses on the weekends of our Share Mercy Sundays. We
are located in the Lobby outside Carew Hall. You are cordially
invited to stop in and see the variety of items, reasonably priced,
for all occasions.

“Before I formed you in the womb, I knew you…” Jeremiah 1:5

Paisleigh Faith Perrino
Lilianna Faith Visone

Loving Service and Works of Mercy

Abundance of Blessings

St Joseph Parish is hosting a
Blood Drive on Sunday July 1
after the morning masses!

When I announced that Fr. Gil is becoming a pastor, I told
you that I had asked Bishop Murphy for “the Navy Seal of
Parish Priests” before we got Fr. Gil.
Some
misunderstood and thought he was a veteran. I did ask
bishop Murphy for exactly that - meaning the best and
strongest servant priest he could find. We got him and for
the last three years we have been blessed by the presence
and ministry of Fr. Gil.
That time is coming to an end but God’s blessings
continue for each one of us and for all of us as a
community.
Look back at your life over the last three years and look
for God’s presence and blessing in that span of time. I am
sure that every one of us can see many ways that God has
been present and has been caring for us:
Maybe there was a birth of a new child (or more than
one)
Maybe there was a new job after being laid off but the
new job has proven to be the right one
Maybe there was a marriage (yours or the marriage of
a loved one)
Maybe the beginning of a new relationship
Some have grown in their relationship with God
through First Communion or Confirmation
Some of us have begun new forms of service in our
community and find that God is feeding our heart by
this new service
Some of us have grown in our faith through the adult
faith formation programs in our parish
Some have graduated (from grammar school, high
school or college or even beyond) and are now taking
steps on their career track
Some have bought a new house but more importantly
have created a new home in that house
Some can look back at joyful holiday celebrations
when the whole family was able to be together
These are some of the bigger blessings that people might
recognize in their lives. But there are many other
everyday blessings that we need to acknowledge as well:
A smile at the counter in a store
A person who held the door for you or the one for
whom you held the door
A word that you don’t even remember today, that
brightened your day a year ago
Why not start looking at all the blessings in your life.
Then, in that context of awareness of God’s love and in a
spirit of Thanksgiving, start to look at the blessings that
have come your way from the presence of Fr. Gil.
I hope we all get a chance to thank Fr Gil - either in person
or with a note. But I hope we all take an opportunity to
thank God for all the blessings we received in the last
three years too. -

The summer is a time when need for blood increases and
donations go down, so please consider joining in this work of
mercy!
Some of us are ineligible to give blood at this time - then why
not invite a friend! Another way to participate is by setting
aside time to pray for all who are giving blood, all who will
need it, and those who handle it as this gift of life is passed on!
You can make an appointment in the back of church after
masses or you can stop by or call the Rectory to make an
appointment!
Thanks for this work of mercy!

Guide Dog Votes
Here are the results so far for the naming of the Guide Dog
Puppy we are sponsoring. The number before each name is
the amount of votes they have received as of June 11.
476 Gil 310 Joseph 61 Mercy 55 Guardian 54 Daisy
50 Faith 31 Oreo 28 Rosie
26 Oakley 24 Roxy 20 Charlie 10 King
7 Rex 7 Galaxy 6 Bingo 6 Lizzy 5 Brinkley 5 Lucky
5 Sunny 3 Benji 2 Angel
The following write in votes all got one vote so far:
Scooby Doo
Tim
Cody Charity
Nigee (Friend)
Fluffy
Bella
Barkley
Matthew Rex Bentley Lazarus
So far we have raised $4,816.96 of our goal of $6,000 to
sponsor a Guide Dog.
Ballots are in the parish office. $1 per vote.
Interested in being a puppy walker?
Contact The Guide Dog Foundation:
1-631-930-9000
info@guidedog.org

A Quick Update
We heard from Fr. Vitas Mbamalu who will be coming here to
take Fr. Gil’s place. He has a visa but has to meet at the US
Embassy before coming. There has been a delay. He will get
here as soon as possible but it may not be until mid July. We’ll
keep you posted.

Mark Your Calendars!
Our Summer Party is coming!
Saturday July 21 after the 5:00 mass
Right here in our school parking lot!
This is a great opportunity for
Family Fun!
There will be games for the kids, music, basket raffles, a
Grand Raffle with a prize of $6,000 and a 50/50 raffle for
those who are present.
There may also be an opportunity to dunk your pastor!
Join us for a great time!

Fr Mike

DO YOU WANT TO BE A CATHOLIC?
Are you interested in more information about the Roman
Catholic Church? Would you like to know more about our
beliefs, traditions, rituals and sacraments?
If you answered “Yes” to any of these questions, we have
a ministry here at St. Joseph’s called RCIA (Rite of Christian
Initiation of Adults).
We prepare you to receive the
sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation and Holy Eucharist.
For more information, contact the parish office in the
rectory at 631-588-8456.

To our Honoree, Sponsors, Golfers and Dinner Attendees for our 2018 Annual Golf Outing. We had a
beautiful day and a joyous celebration.

Please bring your Blood Donor Card or ID with signature or photo.
Sign up sheets will be in back of the church after all Masses on June 17th and June 24th. Also, to schedule an appointment or for further information please contact: Michele Nappi @631-981-1805, Michele@stjoronk.org.

St. Joseph RC Church Summer Party Grand Raffle
$20 each or $100 for Book of 6
Grand Prize $6,000; 2nd Prize $1,500; 3rd Prize $500
Name: _________________________________________________________________________________________
Address: ______________________________________________________________________________________
Phone: _________________________________________ Parish ID #: _______________________________
# of $20 tickets: ______________
# of 6 ticket bundles for $100: _______________
Total $: ________________
Please complete the above & return it in the Sunday collection or directly to St. Joseph Church, 45 Church St. Ronkonkoma, NY 11779. Tickets will be returned to you upon receipt of this request and your payment. Thank you for your support.

Looking for Volunteers For the Summer Party!
Selling raffle tickets after weekend Masses
Selling raffle tickets the night of the Summer Party
Food booth servers
Please call the rectory with name and contact information.

St. Joseph Parish
Summer Party
Raffle Basket Donations
It’s that time of the year again—we are preparing for
our Annual Parish Summer Party. Please join us in putting on our “Thinking Caps” as we collect
donations for the Themed Raffle Basket’s. We are asking each Parish Ministry to sponsor at least one
basket donation valued at a minimum of $50 (*valued at, so look for sales, bargains, clearance items
worth $50 in value).
We also invite all parish families, St. Joseph School classes and local businesses to participate and
consider a donation as well. In the past we have had a beautiful and varied collection of basket themes —
such as ‘summer fun’, ‘gardening’, ‘car care’, ‘pet care’, ‘movie night’, and ‘back to school’ just to name a
few.
Please bring your basket to the rectory as soon as possible. Also, please list the contents and the name of
the ministry/organization/family/individual on an index card or small sheet of paper and attach it to the
basket. . We will have preview and presale of basket raffles in Carew Hall on the weekends leading up to
the party. Thank you for your for your donations and cooperation in helping to make this year’s Summer
Party fun and a success.

What theme can you
come up with ???

Have fun, be creative, think of what you would like
to win and then make a basket to donate,
individually or with a group !

St Joseph Church
Vacation Bible School 2018
45 Church Street, Ronkonkoma, NY 11779
June 25-29, Carew Hall (lower church) , 9:30am-12:00pm
Ages 4 to 11 years
Fee: One child: $60.00
2 children: $90.00
3 or more: $120 family
Confirmation Canddate:$10.00
Daily snack is provided *
Child’s Name _____________________________________
Grade entering in September2018_______ Age:__________
Home Address: ____________________________________
City: _______________________

Please check one:
Participant—4-11 yrs. ______

Email address: (print clearly
_________________________________

Volunteer—under 18 yrs. _____

Telephone: Home# ______________________ Cell #_____________________________
Mother’s Name: ____________________ Father’s Name: ________________________
Adult to be contacted in case of emergency: __________________________________

Relation to child: _________________________ Phone #:_________________________
List information concerning your child’s medical history, medications taken, and any physical
impairments which a physician should be alerted in case of emergency.
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
Food allergies: _____________________________________________________________
If applicable, complete the “Students with Special Needs/Medical Issues” form found at :
stjosephronkonkoma.org and click the Faith Formation tab/religious education tab

*Please note: We are unable to guarantee that the snacks provided are free of allergens. If your child
needs an alternative to our snack (e.g., severe allergy), please bring a labeled snack for your child .
Photo Release for Participants: We take photos at Vacation Bible School (VBS) that we may wish to
use in our parish bulletin or program publicity. Please indicate if we may do so with photos of your
child .
I hereby give my permission for photos of my child to be used. Yes______ No________ Parent
Signature_____________________________________ Date________________
Parent Signature ___________________________________________________________
Many Volunteers are needed to make VBS a success. We need teachers, teachers’ aides, crafters, musicians and more! Please
consider sharing your talents with our children. Junior High and High School students have always been a vital part of making
VBS a hit and they are encouraged to volunteer. It is a fun way to complete Service Hours for Confirmation Candidates. Please
phone the office if interested in volunteering. Thank you.
Please mail or drop off the form to the Faith Formation Office at Rectory: Attention: VBS
Please direct any questions you may have to the Faith Formation Office at 981-1805.
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Cub Scout Pack 272
Boy Scout Troop 272
St. Joseph’s Cub Scout Pack 272 and Boy Scout Troop 272
have fun, exciting, educational, character building programs for boys, age 7 through 17 (first Grade and up).
For more information or to enroll your child,
contact Dr. Louis Scotti at 656-8428
or e-mail JoinScouting@StJoRonk.org.

Pack, Troop, and Crew 272 have
a YEAR-ROUND scouting program.

CYO Sport Programs
http://stjoecyosports.com
Baseball:
Intramural (Coed, ages 4-16):
Gene
588-1879
Travel * (Boys)
Vinny
543-4100
Basketball:
Girls (koolmom4d@msn.com)
Debbie
467-6174
Clinic Division (Coed Grades K-2) Nick
585-7723
Boys Grades 3-12)
Vinny
543-4100
Travel*
Vinny
543-4100
Track:
Boys & Girls, Grades K-8
Jerry 585-4048
Soccer :
Intramural Boys & Girls(ages 3-13) Joe 585-0748
jcaiola@fast.net
Travel (LIJSL):
Rob
721-8831
Softball:
Dennis 467-6174

Venturing Events
In Carew Hall after 5:00 PM Mass
Venturing is open to men and women age 14
through 20 who have graduated from 8th
Grade. This year's crew plan is jam packed
with interesting and fun activities here at St.
Joseph's and "off-campus" as well.
Come to our meeting and check it out.
Visit our next meeting:
June 24, 2018
e-mail: Crew272@StJoRonk.org
phone: Advisor Mike Keller (631) 872-7675

What did you do this weekend?
PRAY FOR OUR TROOPS
__________________________________
Name, Rank and Branch of Service
______________________________
____________________
Person making this request
Relationship to Soldier
(Friends can be placed on the silent prayer list only)

PRAY FOR THE SICK

Faced with a Drinking Problem?
Perhaps
Alcoholics Anonymous Can Help.
“Heart of the Lake” - AA Group
Meets here at St. Josephs R.C. Church
In the basement of the Rectory (entrance in rear)
Wednesday Evening @ 7:30 - 8:45 pm
And
Saturday Afternoon @ 2:00 - 3:15 pm
“The Only Requirement for Membership
Is a desire to stop drinking.”

___________________________________
Name of person who is ill
_____________________________
_________________________
Person making this request:
Relationship to ill person
(Friends can be placed on the silent prayer list only)

—REMEMBER THOSE WHO HAVE DIED—
our deceased soldiers and all of our
deceased relatives and friends.
Marilyn Susa, Richard Adams, Ann Muller
Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord and let perpetual light shine
upon them. May they rest in peace.. May their souls and all the
souls of the faithful departed rest in peace. Amen

