July 8, 2018 — Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

July 8, 2018
Serving Your Sacramental Needs
The Sacrament of Baptism
The Sacrament is celebrated on Sundays at 1:30 PM and on
the first Saturday of each month. Parents, please call the
parish office to arrange a meeting with a priest.
The Sacrament of Eucharist
See front cover for mass times. If you are sick for an
extended period of time or are homebound, contact the
parish office to have someone bring Communion to you.
The Sacrament of Confirmation
School aged children can prepare for this Sacrament by
contacting our Faith Formation Office. Adults who have
yet to be Confirmed should contact the Parish Office
The Sacrament of Reconciliation
As listed on front cover or call the office to see a priest.
The Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick
This Sacrament is for the living. We celebrate this
Sacrament each Spring and Fall for those who are
chronically ill, advanced in age, or who are about to
undergo surgery or hospitalization. We can arrange the
Sacrament at other times by calling the Parish Office.
Emergencies: Call the office to speak to a priest.
Nighttime emergencies
(631) 538-7219
The Sacrament of Matrimony
Bride or Groom please call the office at least six months
before your desired wedding date to begin preparations for
marriage. Please make contact with the parish before
making other wedding day plans!
The Sacrament of Holy Orders
If you feel called to serve in the church as a priest deacon
or in consecrated religious life, call the office to speak to
one of the priests or deacons for guidance.
Interested in possibly becoming Catholic?
Contact the rectory to arrange a meeting to discuss your
questions. We have classes to help people learn about our
faith and decide if becoming Catholic is best for you. This
whole process of inquiry and potential conversion is called
RCIA—The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults.
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Mass Intentions for the Week
Sunday, July 8 (Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time)
7:00
For the People of the Parish
9:00
Abilio Lourenco (Loving Family)
10:30 Jolan Csaszar (Ct St Joseph 975 CDA)
12:00 James Reilly (Loving Daughter Maureen Alfonso &
Granddaughter Selina Alfonso), Jose Roman (The Rivera
Cousins), Lenney Dey Ridge (Charlie Schultz),
Sabatino DeRosa (Cousin Sammy (Nanny) & Susan
5:00 Norma Owen (Loving Family)
Monday, July 9
7:00 For the People of the Parish
9:00 Jamel Carr (LIVING) (The O’Brien Family)
Tuesday, July 10
7:00 Joseph J. Onufrak (Loving Mother)
9:00 Jose Martins (Loving Family)
Wednesday, July 11
7:00 For the People of the Parish
9:00 Lawrence A. Evola (Janet Kramer)
Thursday, July 12
7:00 For the People of the Parish
9:00 Father Gil (LIVING) (Jean & Norman Kalish)
Friday, July 13
7:00
For the People of the Parish
9:00
Janet A. Hanson (June & Arthur Mayrose)
Saturday, July 14
8:00
For the People of the Parish
5:00
Arthur T. Peaslee (Jim & Cathy Foy), Lorraine L. Foley
(The Steffen Family), Drew Romeo (Duke & Sheri
Fortini), Mary Amerino (Lucy & Joe Mottola), June
Molinaro (Loving Daughter), Ann Muller
(Linda & Lorraine)
Sunday, July 15 (Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time)
7:00
Luz Wallcott (The Marchany Family)
9:00
Dec’d. Mbrs. of St Regis K of C & Columbiettes, Christine
Firestone (Loving Family), Eric Rosen (Richard Darrell),
Lex Vodopija (MaryAnn & Jim Onorato), For the People
of the Parish
10:30 Cathy Czynaka (CDA Ct St Joseph 975)
12:00 Howard Sandie (Loving Family)
5:00 James Malloy (The Murphy Family)
6:30 Spanish Mass

We will respect your personal journey with God!

Lectio Divina Bible
Study
Come one Come all
Altar Bread & Wine
In Memory of
Carol A. Walsh
Requested by
Greg

Please join us for Lectio
Divina
every
Tuesday
morning starting July 10th
from 10am-11am in Rectory
Room A.

The four movements of Lectio
Divina. Clockwise from top left:
Lectio ("read"); Meditatio
("meditate"); Oratio ("pray");
Contemplatio ("contemplate")
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July 8, 2018

Respect Life
On occasion, we get a stark reminder that elections do matter, and they do
have consequences; we are in the midst of experiencing one of those moments. Last week, Supreme Court Justice Kennedy submitted his resignation to the president, effective July 31st. Justice Kennedy was appointed
by Ronald Reagan, after two unsuccessful attempts at replacing Justice
Powell. Kennedy was a conservative on issues concerning business and
law enforcement, but was left leaning on many social issues, abortion, and
other right to life issues among them. In terms of abortion, most experts
consider the court to stand at 4 to 5 in favor of Roe vs. Wade, with Justice
Kennedy being the swing vote. Happily on this subject, Donald Trump is
the President, and not Hilary Clinton, hence elections mattering. This will
be the second appointment to the bench that President Trump is making.
In fact it is likely that the president will be appointing a third justice if
either Justices Breyer or Ginsberg leave the bench. Both are over 80 years
old, and Ginsberg is ill. If this was to happen, the composition of the
court could change from a four- four split with a moderate, to six strict
constitutional constructionalists, and three judicial activists. As it is, we
will most likely see a 5 to 4 split after the swearing in of Kennedy’s appointment.
This brings us again to a case of “elections matter.” The current senate is
made up of 51 Republicans, and 49 Democrats. Unfortunately the 51
Republicans include one ill Senator, John McCain, which reduces the
ranks to 50, so the Republicans need every vote. Unfortunately again,
there are two Republicans-in-name-only, Lisa Murkowski, Alaska, and
Susan Collins, Maine, who regularly go against the party, and vote with
Democrats. President trump has an up-hill battle on his hands in getting
this nominee through the Senate if he chooses a strict constructionalist, but
that is what we need to happen if we want to defeat the evils of abortion.
But there may be some light at the end of the tunnel. There are seven
Democrat Senators that are up for re-election in states that Trump won in
the last election, and some of these are extremely tight races. Voting with
the president may be seen as politically advantageous. Three Democrat
senators voted for President Trump’s last nominee, Justice Gorsuch, but
there is no guarantee that will happen this time.
In the meantime, President Trump has already started the process of interviewing possible nominees. The president has promised that all nominees
will come from his list of twenty-five names that he released during his
presidential campaign. The list was put together with the help of the Heritage Foundation, and all of the people on the list were strict constitutional
constructionalists. An announcement could be made as early as this weekend as to who has been chosen by President Trump. It is his goal to have
the nomination confirmed by the court’s next session in October. Senate
majority leader Mitch McConnell has stated the same.
If all goes perfectly, and a strong Pro-life nominee is appointed, and approved, what would it mean to Roe vs. Wade? Perhaps nothing, initially;
the court cannot rule on anything unless a case is brought to them. It is
rare that previous courts’ decisions are overturned, but as science has advanced, there are more details for a court to consider. Even if the decision
were overturned, the issue would most likely be turned back to each individual state, for their own adjudication under the tenth amendment. We
can hope, and we should definitely pray, that the decision is outright overturned on the grounds that the unborn are legally people, and therefore are
afforded the same protection under the law that the rest of our citizens
enjoy. This would immediately render abortion illegal throughout the
country.
It is important that we pray to end abortion, and to respect all life. It is
also important that we pay attention to who is running for office, and vote
in candidates that support Catholic values. Jesus, I trust in You!
“Before I formed you in the womb, I knew you…” Jeremiah 1:5

Our Prayer and Action In
Building the City of God
Our Prayer for Financial Well Being is $23,700 in our Sunday
Offerings (which will be a $5,000 increase over our 2017 Weekly
Average):
Sunday July 1, 2018 Collections:
$15,276
Same Week from Last Year:
$16,456
2018 Weekly Average ((to-date)
$18,542
Our 2017 Weekly Average Was:
$18,700
Our Prayer for Evangelization is an increase of 500 new people
at Sunday Mass (which will be 2,043 people at Sunday Mass):
Mass Attendance on Sun. July 1
1,301
2018 Average Mass Attendance:
1,590
2017 Average Mass Attendance:
1,543

________________________________________________
Our Prayer for our St Joseph School Enrollment
Is 245 Students (which is an increase of 50 Students):

2017/18 Enrollment is currently:
2018/19 Enrollment:

195
161

Our Prayer for Parish Vocations is 5 new vocations
from within St. Joseph Parish
None as yet, but this is always

in process

Repair & Maintenance of Our Parish Building:
June R & M Collection
$5,057
Balance toward $17,000 Goal
$17,000 →100% of GOAL!
**We have met out goal & are scheduling the sanctuary flooring work**
Balance of Over-spending still to be repair = $8,398_______________________

Catholic Ministries Appeal
2018 Goal:
Pledged - to - Date
Percentage of Goal

$75,000
$60,085
%81

OUR LITURGY
Ezekiel receives his commission as the Lord’s prophet - he is to
be faithful to the mission even if the people refuse to listen. Saint
Paul speaks of his weakness and frailty, which is like a thorn in
his side, but it reminds him to rely all the more on the Lord. In
the Gospel, Jesus is rejected in his own hometown.

Gemma Skye Bruno
Ava Catherine Klingel
Lyla Anne Robinson

WE DID IT!

Maintenance and Repairs

Last October after we had a visit from an Ambassador
from the Guide Dog Foundation, our children decided they
wanted to sponsor the training of a Guide Dog for a blind
person. Every week they brought in their spare change to
school and their faith formation classes.
Some anonymous donors found out about it and decided to
help too.
Then, since we get to name the puppy we sponsor, we
started voting on a name.
Last Sunday we reached our goal of $6,000 and now we
are sponsoring the training of a Guide dog!
His name will be Gil
Gil got 1,176 votes and Joseph got 812
Interested in being a puppy walker?
Contact The Guide Dog Foundation:
1-631-930-9000 info@guidedog.org
- Fr Mike

Thank you all for your generosity in helping us to do some much
needed repair work in our parish. It looks as if the lower part of
the sanctuary will be stripped and tiled this week. Daily mass
will be in the school gym while the work is done.
If any funerals come in this week, our priests, musicians, and
ministry of consolation will celebrate them in our neighboring
Catholic parishes.
Another Need Has Come Up
We have asked your input regarding our repairs and are
following what you have requested - the Sanctuary floor was one
of the top priorities for our parishioners.
There is another need that has come up that has to do with not
only buildings, but with Building the City of God. We need
smart TV’s for every classroom for our faith formation program
and our school.
The Maintenance and Repairs collection for July (and possibly
August) will go toward this need.
Again, thank you all for your generosity in this extra collection
for the benefit of our parish community.
-Fr Mike

Please Keep Each Other in Your Prayers
During Vacation Time!
We should never forget our responsibility to support one
another in prayer. Please pray for parishioners and for St.
Joseph Parish as a whole! Pray that this time of recreation
is also a time of re-creation!
Pray especially for our children, that they have a safe and
enjoyable summer vacation.
During vacation time you can also support St. Joseph
Parish by signing up for electronic giving through Parish
Giving! It is a great way to maintain your support even if
you can’t be present at mass!

An Amazing Work of Mercy!
We had an incredible response to our Share Mercy Blood Drive
last weekend! We had 70 registered donors, 11 were deferred
for a future donation, 53 whole blood donors, and 8 Automated
Red cell donors (that’s tow pints of red cells for a total of 69
pints!
Please take some time this week to pray in thanksgiving for the
donors and for those who receive the donations.
Thank you to everyone who helps with all of our Share Mercy
Sundays! They are a great way for individual hearts to grow
while we grow as a community!

A Brief Update On Our New Priest
Catholic Ministries Appeal
The Catholic Ministries Appeal (CMA) is an invitation for
all of us to do what we can for the mission of the larger
church. St Joseph parish and parishioners can’t run a
Catholic hospital, a seminary, Catholic Charities or a
variety of other things that are just too big for the work of
the local church. But each one of us can participate in the
healing mission of the church, the formation of priests and
deacons, or the very big needs of our brothers and sisters
by making a pledge to the CMA.
Supporting the CMA also supports our parish, We
currently have 80% of our goal of $75,000 pledged. Any
money over 80% of that goal that is collected comes back
to the parish for our local needs. If we reach our goal, that
will amount to $15,000 to help us do the work that the
local church can do! Your pledge makes a difference!

I spoke with our new priest the other day. I misspelled his
name. It is Vitus and it sounds more like Veetus (with a long e)
then Vitus (with a long i). He told me how much he wants to
make this a great experience for the entire parish - he sounds
very enthusiastic!
He sent me his flight itinerary that has him arriving on July 19.
But he still has a meeting at the US embassy on July 9 so this
date is still tentative. But it looks like he will be introducing
himself on the weekend of July 21, 22. Hey maybe he will sit
in the dunk booth at the parish party! His anniversary of
ordination is July 8 so when you welcome him, wish him a
happy anniversary too!
In the meantime. Many of you have already seen Fr Juniper
Jones Thomas (Fr Thomas) who retired three years ago. Like
many retired priests, he makes himself available to help from
time to time and he will be helping us during the months of July
and August.
Welcome home Fr. Thomas and we are looking forward to
welcoming Fr. Vitus to his new home soon!

St. Joseph RC Church Summer Party Grand Raffle
$20 each or $100 for Book of 6
Grand Prize $6,000; 2nd Prize $1,500; 3rd Prize $500
Name: _________________________________________________________________________________________
Address: ______________________________________________________________________________________
Phone: _________________________________________ Parish ID #: _______________________________
# of $20 tickets: ______________
# of 6 ticket bundles for $100: _______________
Total $: ________________
Please complete the above & return it in the Sunday collection or directly to St. Joseph Church, 45 Church St. Ronkonkoma, NY 11779. Tickets will be returned to you upon receipt of this request and your payment. Thank you for your support.

Looking for Volunteers For the Summer Party!
Selling raffle tickets after weekend Masses
Selling raffle tickets the night of the Summer Party
Food booth servers
Please call the rectory with name and contact information.

St. Joseph Parish
Summer Party
Raffle Basket Donations
It’s that time of the year again—we are preparing for
our Annual Parish Summer Party. Please join us in putting on our “Thinking Caps” as we collect
donations for the Themed Raffle Basket’s. We are asking each Parish Ministry to sponsor at least one
basket donation valued at a minimum of $50 (*valued at, so look for sales, bargains, clearance items
worth $50 in value).
We also invite all parish families, St. Joseph School classes and local businesses to participate and
consider a donation as well. In the past we have had a beautiful and varied collection of basket themes —
such as ‘summer fun’, ‘gardening’, ‘car care’, ‘pet care’, ‘movie night’, and ‘back to school’ just to name a
few.
Please bring your basket to the rectory as soon as possible. Also, please list the contents and the name of
the ministry/organization/family/individual on an index card or small sheet of paper and attach it to the
basket. . We will have preview and presale of basket raffles in Carew Hall on the weekends leading up to
the party. Thank you for your for your donations and cooperation in helping to make this year’s Summer
Party fun and a success.

What theme can you
come up with ???

Have fun, be creative, think of what you would like
to win and then make a basket to donate,
individually or with a group !
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Cub Scout Pack 272
Boy Scout Troop 272
St. Joseph’s Cub Scout Pack 272 and Boy Scout Troop 272
have fun, exciting, educational, character building programs for boys, age 7 through 17 (first Grade and up).
For more information or to enroll your child,
contact Dr. Louis Scotti at 656-8428
or e-mail JoinScouting@StJoRonk.org.

Pack, Troop, and Crew 272 have
a YEAR-ROUND scouting program.

CYO Sport Programs
http://stjoecyosports.com
Baseball:
Intramural (Coed, ages 4-16):
Gene
588-1879
Travel * (Boys)
Vinny
543-4100
Basketball:
Girls (koolmom4d@msn.com)
Debbie
467-6174
Clinic Division (Coed Grades K-2) Nick
585-7723
Boys Grades 3-12)
Vinny
543-4100
Travel*
Vinny
543-4100
Track:
Boys & Girls, Grades K-8
Jerry 585-4048
Soccer :
Intramural Boys & Girls(ages 3-13) Joe 585-0748
jcaiola@fast.net
Travel (LIJSL):
Rob
721-8831
Softball:
Dennis 467-6174

Venturing Events
In Carew Hall after 5:00 PM Mass
Venturing is open to men and women age 14
through 20 who have graduated from 8th
Grade. This year's crew plan is jam packed
with interesting and fun activities here at St.
Joseph's and "off-campus" as well.
Come to our meeting and check it out.
Visit our next meeting:
July 8, 2018
e-mail: Crew272@StJoRonk.org
phone: Advisor Mike Keller (631) 872-7675

What did you do this weekend?
PRAY FOR OUR TROOPS
__________________________________
Name, Rank and Branch of Service
______________________________
____________________
Person making this request
Relationship to Soldier
(Friends can be placed on the silent prayer list only)

PRAY FOR THE SICK

Faced with a Drinking Problem?
Perhaps
Alcoholics Anonymous Can Help.
“Heart of the Lake” - AA Group
Meets here at St. Josephs R.C. Church
In the basement of the Rectory (entrance in rear)
Wednesday Evening @ 7:30 - 8:45 pm
And
Saturday Afternoon @ 2:00 - 3:15 pm
“The Only Requirement for Membership
Is a desire to stop drinking.”

___________________________________
Name of person who is ill
_____________________________
_________________________
Person making this request:
Relationship to ill person
(Friends can be placed on the silent prayer list only)

—REMEMBER THOSE WHO HAVE DIED—
our deceased soldiers and all of our
deceased relatives and friends.

Josephine Maugeri
Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord and let perpetual light shine
upon them. May they rest in peace.. May their souls and all the
souls of the faithful departed rest in peace. Amen

