June 22, 2018 — Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

July 22, 2018
Serving Your Sacramental Needs
The Sacrament of Baptism
The Sacrament is celebrated on Sundays at 1:30 PM and on
the first Saturday of each month. Parents, please call the
parish office to arrange a meeting with a priest.
The Sacrament of Eucharist
See front cover for mass times. If you are sick for an
extended period of time or are homebound, contact the
parish office to have someone bring Communion to you.
The Sacrament of Confirmation
School aged children can prepare for this Sacrament by
contacting our Faith Formation Office. Adults who have
yet to be Confirmed should contact the Parish Office
The Sacrament of Reconciliation
As listed on front cover or call the office to see a priest.
The Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick
This Sacrament is for the living. We celebrate this
Sacrament each Spring and Fall for those who are
chronically ill, advanced in age, or who are about to
undergo surgery or hospitalization. We can arrange the
Sacrament at other times by calling the Parish Office.
Emergencies: Call the office to speak to a priest.
Nighttime emergencies
(631) 538-7219
The Sacrament of Matrimony
Bride or Groom please call the office at least six months
before your desired wedding date to begin preparations for
marriage. Please make contact with the parish before
making other wedding day plans!
The Sacrament of Holy Orders
If you feel called to serve in the church as a priest deacon
or in consecrated religious life, call the office to speak to
one of the priests or deacons for guidance.
Interested in possibly becoming Catholic?
Contact the rectory to arrange a meeting to discuss your
questions. We have classes to help people learn about our
faith and decide if becoming Catholic is best for you. This
whole process of inquiry and potential conversion is called
RCIA—The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults.
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Mass Intentions for the Week
Sunday, July 22 (Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time)
7:00
Antoinette Stroveglia (Barbara Piccola)
9:00
Antoinette Lifrieri (Mr. & Mrs. Vincent Safina)
10:30 Antonio Vitalino (St. Joseph EM’S), Patricia Badalamente
(The Ciorra Family), Aunt Dolly Lipani (Tom & Beth
Lipani), Ann Muller (Katherine Yamaguchi, Dave McAteer
Evan & Elena), Larry Hughes (Ann M. Fish & Family),
Kathleen Tower (Alison & Philippe Ausset & Family)
12:00 Anita LaFemina (Ernie & Elizabeth LaFemina)
5:00 William Purschke (Lou & Mary Scotti)
Monday, July 23
7:00 Karen Lee (The Clarry Family)
9:00 For the People of the Parish
Tuesday, July 24
7:00 For the People of the Parish
9:00 For the People of the Parish
Wednesday, July 25
7:00 Jenny & Leo Heiman (Loving Daughter Helen)
9:00 Cornerstone 1968
Thursday, July 26
7:00 For the People of the Parish
9:00 Doreen Carr & Paula (Carr) Amodio (Loving Family)
Friday, July 27
7:00
For the People of the Parish
9:00
For the People of the Parish
Saturday, July 28
8:00
Anna Laquale (Loving Sister Toni)
5:00
Paul & Marie McCann (Jim & Cathy Foy), Marguerite
Smith (Lorraine & Frank Libschik & Children),
Marian Zdral (The O’Brien Family), James Shana
(The Kelly Family), Joanne & Bruce Barnette
(The Cardazzone Family)
Sunday, July 29 (Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time)
7:00
Martin Condit (Jo-Ann, Ray, Matt & Mary)
9:00
Arthur Peaslee (The Sheldrick Family)
10:30 James Waldner (Loving Wife, Children & Grandchildren)
12:00 Rita Cluen (Mr. & Mrs. Eric Garrison), Donna
Klosterman (The Gonzales Family), For the People of
the Parish
5:00 Peter Grabowski (Diane Buccellato)
6:30 Spanish Mass

We will respect your personal journey with God!

Altar Bread & Wine
In Memory of
Carol A. Walsh
Requested by
Greg

OUR LITURGY
In Jeremiah, God discloses that bad shepherds will be punished
and a good shepherd assigned to care for the people. The second
reading talks about the peace we have in Jesus Christ. In the
Gospel, Jesus insists that the Apostles take time to rest and be
rejuvenated, for the need to care for the followers is great.
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July 22, 2018

Respect Life
Choice? The abortion industry has made a living out of perpetuating
the lie that they are fighting for a woman’s right to choose. This is
disingenuous, to say the least. As far back as the mid-80’s, when
legalized abortion had only been around for a dozen years, abortion
workers were already admitting that their goal was to “sell” abortions, like some salesmen would sell cars or vacuum cleaners.
Take the case of Kathy Sparks. Ms. Sparks worked in an abortion
clinic, and appears in the video series “Meet the Abortion Providers.” The observation and experiences she describes are consistent
with similar experiences described by many other abortion workers.
According to Ms. Sparks, the most important aspect of her job was
the counseling aspect. She describes how women would attempt to
sell abortions, especially if the women were undecided. She explains
that abortion workers were trained on how to answer the phone and
rush the women into abortions. They were specifically pressuring
women who were in any way ambivalent. “In the beginning, they
trained me to answer the telephones and to make appointments. In
this particular abortion clinic, when the girl set up her appointment,
if the girl sounded even the least bit anxious they told me to make
the appointment for that day, they did not want her to have an opportunity to change her mind or to have someone talk her out of it,
or the possibility of her going to another abortions clinic.” Ms.
Sparks also explained that she and her co-workers were encouraged
to lie about fetal development. She explains “sometimes we lied. A
girl might ask what her baby was like at a certain point in the pregnancy: was it a baby yet? Even as early as 12 weeks a baby is totally
formed, he has fingerprints, turns his head, fans his toes. But we
would say ‘it’s not a baby yet. It’s just tissue, like a clot.’” It is certainly understandable why the abortion industry is vehemently opposed to laws requiring fetal sonograms before abortions are performed. It is reported that 90% of women having fetal sonograms
decide against the abortion procedure. She goes on to say “I was
able to sit with one particular worker who had eight years of college;
she was so very good. She could sit down with these girls during
counseling and she would cry with them at the drop of a pin. She
would immediately start drawing them out, asking them all kinds of
good questions. She would find out what their pressure point was…
she would magnify it.

Our Prayer and Action In
Building the City of God
Our Prayer for Financial Well Being is $23,700 in our Sunday
Offerings (which will be a $5,000 increase over our 2017 Weekly
Average):
Sunday July 15, 2018 Collections:
$16,524
Same Week from Last Year:
$16,335
2018 Weekly Average ((to-date)
$18,499
Our 2017 Weekly Average Was:
$18,700
Our Prayer for Evangelization is an increase of 500 new people
at Sunday Mass (which will be 2,043 people at Sunday Mass):
Mass Attendance on Sun. July 15th
1,417
2018 Average Mass Attendance:
1,574
2017 Average Mass Attendance:
1,543

________________________________________________
Our Prayer for our St Joseph School Enrollment
Is 245 Students (which is an increase of 50 Students):

2017/18 Enrollment is currently:
2018/19 Enrollment:

195
160

Our Prayer for Parish Vocations is 5 new vocations rom within
St. Joseph Parish
None as yet, but this is always

in process

Catholic Ministries Appeal
2018 Goal:
Pledged - to - Date
Percentage of Goal

$75,000
$60,185
80%_____________

Repair & Improvements to Our Parish Building & Grounds
July Collection

$5,503

The well being of the women who came to the clinic was not a concern. According to Sparks “…I believe the love of money was the
root of evil that happened at his particular abortion clinic.” This
observation is made again and again by former abortion workers
who are brave enough, and contrite enough, to speak up.
As I am writing this, it strikes me that Ms. Sparks repeatedly describes these women as girls. Considering that the majority of abortions are performed on young women (under the age of 25), this is
not surprising. It is also easier to manipulate a less experienced,
frightened person. Considering the level of manipulation, dishonesty, and aggressiveness described here, there is anything but a concern for choice!
“Before I formed you in the womb, I knew you…” Jeremiah 1:5

Defensive Driving
The defensive driving course will be
offered at St. Joseph Church on
Saturday, August 25, 2018 in Carew
Hall from 8:30 am to 3:00 pm. Fee is
$45. Please call the rectory at 5888456 to reserve your place. Make
checks payable to St. Joseph

Catholic Ministries Appeal
It began at Deacon Ed’s ordination - I ran into Jose, an old friend from the Spanish community in St John of God parish who is now a
deacon. After reminiscing for a few minutes, he asked, “Do you still do ministry in Spanish?” I told him I do and he responded,
“Great! We need you to celebrate mass in Spanish at the Yaphank jail!” He was quick to add, “It is only once a month.”
A few phone calls and a criminal background check later and I now celebrate mass in jail once a month. I have instructed the ladies in
the parish office to just say, “He’s not here. He’s in jail.” to anyone who calls when I am out in this work.
I am one of several priests who go in once a month to celebrate mass. But all of this is coordinated by the diocesan office of prison
ministry. There is an amazing nun who works with the inmates along with Deacon Jose and there are other chaplains in Riverhead
and in the Nassau County Jail too. This is an amazing ministry of trying to communicate to people who are often told they are
worthless, that they too are made in God’s image and likeness and so, with the help of God, they are capable of making changes in
their lives.
One day I heard a confession that began with, “I’m getting out today and I don’t want to come back…” I knew I was on holy ground
in that moment.
What does this have to do with the Catholic Ministries Appeal?
This ministry is possible because of the great people who have committed their lives to this work. But it is also possible because of
the generosity of people like us who support the Catholic Ministries Appeal.
“I was in prison and you visited me…” (Mt 25:36) is clearly a work of mercy. But it is also a work of mercy that ordinary people
don’t have too many opportunities to do.
By supporting the Catholic Ministries Appeal, you are there, ministering to the incarcerated, with hearts that hold no judgment, only
the compassion of Jesus. Your support of the CMA could help a young man like the one I met, to never return to jail because he
turned his life around.
This is just one way that supporting the CMA helps us to do works of mercy that are far bigger than those that can be done in our
parish.
We have about 80% of our goal in pledges. If we get to 100%, not only pledged but paid, we will get $15,000 for our parish to do the
works of mercy that we can do locally. So, if you have pledged, thank you and please honor that pledge. If not, please think and pray
about making a pledge to the CMA.
Your financial support of the CMA can bring your heart to places you never would have imagined, touching lives way beyond the
boundaries of our community. Thank you for supporting the CMA.
-Fr Mike

You’re invited to the Episcopal Ordination
of Bishop Elect Richard G Henning
Vespers (Evening Prayer): Monday July 23, 7:00 PM at
Our Lady of Loretto Church, Hempstead
Ordination: Tuesday July 24, 2:00 PM at
St Agnes Cathedral, Rockville Centre

All are welcome. Vespers and Ordination will have open seating so
you have to arrive early!
Telecare will air vespers on Monday at 9:00 PM and the ordination on
Tuesday beginning at 1:00 PM
We helped to form Bishop Elect Henning. He spent his pastoral year of formation
here in 1989 - 1990.
Pray for him! Pray for Vocations!

ST JOSEPH FAITH FORMATION
Office will be closed July 13– August 20, 2018
If you have not already registered, you may mail your registration form to:
St Joseph Faith Formation
45 Church St., Ronkonkoma, NY 11779
OR
Register in person at Carew Hall (lower Church)
August 23, 6:00-8:00pm
August 29, 7:00-9:00pm
Pre-printed Registration forms are available at registration site
or you may download a form at our parish website: stjosephronkonkoma.org

Do we have your current email address?
Our primary method of communication is email.
Please remember to notify us with email address changes.
Add mtrezza@stjoronk.org to your contact list to avoid mail going to the spam/junk folder.
If you are registering for the first time and your child was not baptized at St Joseph Church, please provide a
copy your child’s baptismal certificate.
If transferring from another parish, bring a “Letter of Transfer” from that parish.

Lectio Divina Bible Study
Please join Deacon Mike Devenney every Tuesday
moring as he leads a Bible study for the upcoming
week’s Sunday Mass readings using Lectio Divina.
Every Tuesday, Rectory basement, 10:00-11:00am.
For further information, feel free to call Deacon Mike, 631-553-5566.

Rosary on the Lawn is coming
On the Mondays of August we have Rosary on the Lawn - a great family prayer opportunity! Bring your
chair or blanket to the front lawn of the rectory. There is music and a reflection is offered. We begin at
7:00 PM and after our prayer there are snacks!!
The dates for Rosary on the Lawn are:
Monday August 6 led by Deacon Ed
Monday August 13 led by Deacon Bill
Monday August 20 led by Fr Mike
Monday August 27 led by Fr Vitus
We look forward to seeing you there!
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Cub Scout Pack 272
Boy Scout Troop 272
St. Joseph’s Cub Scout Pack 272 and Boy Scout Troop 272
have fun, exciting, educational, character building programs for boys, age 7 through 17 (first Grade and up).
For more information or to enroll your child,
contact Dr. Louis Scotti at 656-8428
or e-mail JoinScouting@StJoRonk.org.

Pack, Troop, and Crew 272 have
a YEAR-ROUND scouting program.

CYO Sport Programs
http://stjoecyosports.com
Baseball:
Intramural (Coed, ages 4-16):
Gene
588-1879
Travel * (Boys)
Vinny
543-4100
Basketball:
Girls (koolmom4d@msn.com)
Debbie
467-6174
Clinic Division (Coed Grades K-2) Nick
585-7723
Boys Grades 3-12)
Vinny
543-4100
Travel*
Vinny
543-4100
Track:
Boys & Girls, Grades K-8
Jerry 585-4048
Soccer :
Intramural Boys & Girls(ages 3-13) Joe 585-0748
jcaiola@fast.net
Travel (LIJSL):
Rob
721-8831
Softball:
Dennis 467-6174

Faced with a Drinking Problem?
Perhaps
Alcoholics Anonymous Can Help.
“Heart of the Lake” - AA Group
Meets here at St. Josephs R.C. Church
In the basement of the Rectory (entrance in rear)
Wednesday Evening @ 7:30 - 8:45 pm
And
Saturday Afternoon @ 2:00 - 3:15 pm
“The Only Requirement for Membership
Is a desire to stop drinking.”

Venturing Events
In Carew Hall after 5:00 PM Mass
Venturing is open to men and women age 14
through 20 who have graduated from 8th
Grade. This year's crew plan is jam packed
with interesting and fun activities here at St.
Joseph's and "off-campus" as well.
Come to our meeting and check it out.
Visit our next meeting:
July 29, 2018
e-mail: Crew272@StJoRonk.org
phone: Advisor Mike Keller (631) 872-7675

What did you do this weekend?

Jaretzi Nicole Ramirez-Flores
Natalia Michelina Frederick
Remi Lynn Jong
Jayden Michael Manzi
Dylan Blake Whitman

—REMEMBER THOSE WHO HAVE DIED—
our deceased soldiers and all of our
deceased relatives and friends.

Patricia Wanser, Miguel Achacoso, Lillian Fierro,
Rose Law, Rosa McDonnell
Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord and let perpetual light shine
upon them. May they rest in peace.. May their souls and all the
souls of the faithful departed rest in peace. Amen

