July 29, 2018 — Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

July 29, 2018
Serving Your Sacramental Needs
The Sacrament of Baptism
The Sacrament is celebrated on Sundays at 1:30 PM and on
the first Saturday of each month. Parents, please call the
parish office to arrange a meeting with a priest.
The Sacrament of Eucharist
See front cover for mass times. If you are sick for an
extended period of time or are homebound, contact the
parish office to have someone bring Communion to you.
The Sacrament of Confirmation
School aged children can prepare for this Sacrament by
contacting our Faith Formation Office. Adults who have
yet to be Confirmed should contact the Parish Office
The Sacrament of Reconciliation
As listed on front cover or call the office to see a priest.
The Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick
This Sacrament is for the living. We celebrate this
Sacrament each Spring and Fall for those who are
chronically ill, advanced in age, or who are about to
undergo surgery or hospitalization. We can arrange the
Sacrament at other times by calling the Parish Office.
Emergencies: Call the office to speak to a priest.
Nighttime emergencies
(631) 538-7219
The Sacrament of Matrimony
Bride or Groom please call the office at least six months
before your desired wedding date to begin preparations for
marriage. Please make contact with the parish before
making other wedding day plans!
The Sacrament of Holy Orders
If you feel called to serve in the church as a priest deacon
or in consecrated religious life, call the office to speak to
one of the priests or deacons for guidance.
Interested in possibly becoming Catholic?
Contact the rectory to arrange a meeting to discuss your
questions. We have classes to help people learn about our
faith and decide if becoming Catholic is best for you. This
whole process of inquiry and potential conversion is called
RCIA—The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults.
We will respect your personal journey with God!

Altar Bread & Wine
In Memory of
Msgr. Francis Midura
Requested by
Barbara Mickelson
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Mass Intentions for the Week
Sunday, July 29 (Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary
Time)
7:00
Martin Condit (Jo-Ann, Ray, Matt & Mary)
9:00
Arthur Peaslee (The Sheldrick Family)
10:30 James Waldner (Loving Wife, Children & Grandchildren)
12:00 Rita Cluen (Mr. & Mrs. Eric Garrison), Donna Klosterman
(The Gonzales Family), For the People of the Parish
5:00 Peter Grabowski (Diane Buccellato)
Monday, July 30
7:00 For the People of the Parish
9:00 John Obremski (Loving Wife & Children)
Tuesday, July 31
7:00 John H. Burnett (Loving Family)
9:00 Maureen Melchiona (Loving Husband)
Wednesday, August 1
7:00 Joseph & Helen Onufrak (Loving Family)
9:00 Araceli Manalo (Loving Children)
Thursday, August 2
7:00 For the People of the Parish
9:00 Jason Poelker (Family Friend)
Friday, August 3
7:00
Joseph J Onufrak (Loving Mother)
9:00
Godofredo Alcantara (Loving Wife, Son & Gandson)
Saturday, August 4
8:00
Angelo & Theresa DeFilippo (Marie DeFilippo)
5:00
Ralph Rizzo (Loving Wife), Robert Riemer (The Clarry
Family), Miguel Achacoso (Theresa McCall), Barbara
Nottage (Carol Michaels), Robert Fox (Carol Michaels),
Dennis Foy (Loving Children)
Sunday, August 5 (Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time)
7:00
Raymond Dias (John & Harriet & Family)
9:00
Margaret Neber (John & Jeanne Hogan), For the
People of the Parish)
10:30 Elizabeth Sauber (LIVING) (Grandma)
12:00 Anita LaFemina (Ernie & Elizabeth LaFemina)
5:00 Jean Crescenzo (Jerry & Patty Peters)
6:30 Spanish Mass

St. Joseph Parish Gift Shoppe
For your convenience the Parish Gift Shoppe will be open after
all Masses on the weekends of our Share Mercy Sundays. We
are located in the Lobby outside Carew Hall. You are cordially
invited to stop in and see the variety of items, reasonably priced,
for all occasions.

OUR LITURGY
In the first reading, Elisha takes twenty barley loves and through
God’s grace and by his promise, feeds a hundred people. Saint
Paul, writing from prison, calls for unity among the Church of
Ephesus. In the Gospel, Jesus feeds thousands with one boy’s
five barley loaves and two fish.
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Respect Life
As Catholics, we believe things that many people in this day and age
consider quaint or old fashioned, or superstitious, or even just plain not
true. But we know that what we believe is true. We know that what the
Church teaches us is correct, and accurate, and right. We recite our
beliefs every Sunday at Mass. We recite our beliefs when we say the
Holy Rosary, or the chaplet of the Divine Mercy. We know that God is
all good, all loving, and all just. We know that He sent his only Son to
save us from sin. We know that our Lord gave us the Sacraments to
provide us with Sanctifying Grace. We know all this, and we try to live
it each day of our lives, no matter how hard living it might be. As Catholics we believe the good, but we tend to forget, or not recognize the
bad. We tend to not believe that there is evil in the world. We forget
that Satan is real, and his minions exist, and that they are here to ruin
souls. They do not come as blatant evil; they come disguised. They
come to us as very reasonable, as even trying to do good in the world,
but this is all a lie. In 1972, the Supreme Court of the United States, in an
effort to do “good,” and “protect women,” legalized abortion, enshrining
it into our everyday lives as a right to privacy. This decision was supposed to be based on constitutional law. The only problem is that nowhere in the United States Constitution is a right to privacy mentioned,
or even referred to or intimated. The right does not exist. But an activist
bench invented the right as a justification for legalizing abortion because
seven of the justices felt it was right. That decision has scarred the face
of politics in our country ever since, creating a polarization of the two
parties that has grown increasingly nastier and violent over the past 40
years. The decision legitimized the insertion of the Court into a whole
host of social issues that were reserved to the States, taking away the
states’ right to address issues not specifically mentioned in the Constitution, as guaranteed under the 10th Amendment, and helped undermine
the morality of the country. It ensured the wholesale slaughter of approximately 61 million American citizens, and eroded the respect for life
that is a vital block in the foundation of any civilized society. Now, in
addition to the murder of unborn babies, euthanasia and assisted suicide
are on the table, and are being eagerly debated and promoted by the left.
Much of this is the fault of American Catholics. We have taken our eye
off the ball. We have convinced ourselves that evil doesn’t exist, or at
least not in every day issues of life. We are the single largest voting bloc
in the country, and we have allowed this to take place through our voting
habits. Catholics regularly vote for candidates whose beliefs, and political positions, are not in accordance with church teachings, and in many
cases are outright sinful. Satan and company have done a great job,
disguising their true desires and intentions, which is the ruin of souls.
We will be presented with an opportunity in November to solidify the
Republicans’ grip on the Senate. There is a significant chance that Justices Breyer or Ginsberg, or both, may leave the bench before President
Trump’s term is over. This could give six of nine seats to conservative
justices, the oldest of whom would be 70. A lot of good could be done
for the country, and a lot of wrongs could be reversed. Please take the
time to make informed voting decisions. Pray for guidance from our
Lord. It is time to take back control of a country were abortion is considered a right, and good, and where Pro-Life citizens, and practicing
Catholics are considered extremists. Liberals like to call themselves
progressives, but are 61 million murdered babies, and 122 million parents scared by abortion how we as a society want to measure progress.
Evil exists. Satan is out there, everyday!

Our Prayer and Action In
Building the City of God
Our Prayer for Financial Well Being is $23,700 in our Sunday
Offerings (which will be a $5,000 increase over our 2017 Weekly
Average):
Sunday July 22, 2018 Collections:
$17,630
Same Week from Last Year:
$16,509
2018 Weekly Average ((to-date)
$18,478
Our 2017 Weekly Average Was:
$18,700
Our Prayer for Evangelization is an increase of 500 new people
at Sunday Mass (which will be 2,043 people at Sunday Mass):
Mass Attendance on Sun. July 22nd
1,550
2018 Average Mass Attendance:
1,573
2017 Average Mass Attendance:
1,543

________________________________________________
Our Prayer for our St Joseph School Enrollment
Is 245 Students (which is an increase of 50 Students):

2017/18 Enrollment is currently:
2018/19 Enrollment:

195
169

Our Prayer for Parish Vocations is 5 new vocations rom within
St. Joseph Parish
None as yet, but this is always

in process

Catholic Ministries Appeal
2018 Goal:
Pledged - to - Date
Percentage of Goal

$75,000
$60,185
80%_____________

Repair & Improvements to Our Parish Building & Grounds
July Collection

$5,503

Defensive Driving
The defensive driving course will be
offered at St. Joseph Church on
Saturday, August 25, 2018 in Carew
Hall from 8:30 am to 3:00 pm. Fee is
$45. Please call the rectory at 5888456 to reserve your place. Make checks
payable to St. Joseph Church.
Prayer to Saint Michael the Archangel
St. Michael the Archangel, protect us in battle. Be our defense against
the wickedness and snares of the Devil. May God rebuke him we humbly pray, and do thou, O Prince of the heavenly hosts, by the power of
God, thrust into hell Satan, and ell the evil spirits, who prowl about the
world seeking the ruin of souls. Amen.
“Before I formed you in the womb, I knew you…” Jeremiah 1:5

Turning The Page

A Mission of Mercy

When I was young, I sometimes wondered why the Bible
ended when it did. I later learned that New Testament
Scripture included things that were connected with the life
of Jesus and the witness of those who had walked with him.
The texts and stories that would be considered part of
scripture ended with the last living witness, but the sacred
story of the church has continued since then. That story
includes the stories of saints and martyrs and many
challenges and moments of glory that the church has faced
in more than 2,000 years. St Joseph Parish is part of those
sacred stories.
This past week saw two big moments in our story:
July 25 marks the 50th anniversary of the laying of the
cornerstone of the building in which we pray. We
began our celebration of this important year-long
anniversary with our parish Summer Party last
weekend. Rain cut it a little short but a good time was
had by all who attended.
Last weekend also marked our welcome of our new
priest, Fr. Vitus Mbamalu. He introduced himself at all
the masses (except the 5:00 on Sunday because jet lag
knocked him out).
Fr. Vitus really made a big splash in our parish - literally
when he took his turn in the dunk tank at the Summer Party.
Here are some of the other things that happened with Fr.
Vitus last weekend:
I brought him out before the 5:00 mass to show him where
he would be for Communion. People saw him and broke
into spontaneous applause! Then our 5:00 string ensemble
played “You’ll Never Walk Alone” as the prelude. It was
like they were saying to him, “We, The Body of Christ at St
Joseph Parish are with you!” What a great welcome!
I also heard so many great comments about him from
parishioners as they left mass:
“He is obviously very educated, but also very pastoral!”
“You can tell he has a great heart and he wants to share it
with us!”
“As he processed in, I just got this feeling that I was in the
presence of a very holy man and that feeling continued
throughout the mass. I mentioned that to someone else and
they said they felt the exact same way!”
“He’s a keeper!”
Between these comments and Fr. Vitus’ sincere
incorporation of our Parish Mission Statement into his
homily, I just got the feeling that, after a few months of not
knowing what is coming, we have now turned the page, and
God is writing a new chapter in our sacred story.
I pray that we all choose to allow God to use us as we
celebrate where we have been and walk where he leads us.
For all that has been, THANKS. For all that will be, YES!

Six members of our community are in El Salvador this week
learning about the work of Unbound in helping the poor,
meeting their sponsored friends, and building a small house for a
family in need. Building the house is really a gift to us because
they could probably do it faster without us, but it gives us a
hands on experience of helping people in need - it is a real work
of mercy. We raised the money to build the house when we
shined shoes on a Share Mercy Sunday in the spring. Thank you
for your participation in this event. Please keep us in your
prayers this week that our hearts will be open to the lessons of
love that our friends in El Salvador will show us! Follow us on
Facebook!

-Fr Mike

Thank You, Thank You Very Much!
Last week’s Summer Party was a lot of fun! Thank you to all
who helped make it a success! Thank you to all who donated
baskets for our raffles. Thank you to all who set up all day and
cleaned up at the end. Thank you to the people who cooked and
served. Thank you to our teens who had a great dessert café.
Thank you to the runners with the prizes for the basket raffles this came in very handy as we needed to run to stay ahead of the
rain! Thank you to everyone who participated - whether it was
in the form of buying raffle tickets, bringing your kids to enjoy
the evening, going in the dunk tank (or throwing balls to dunk
people), or just coming for a meal and enjoying a drink from the
Tiki Bar. In all of this, community was built; the City of God
was alive in us and we grew as the Body of Christ!

Wow, We Helped Make a Bishop!
I just got back from Bishop Richard Henning’s
ordination. It was a great celebration and I saw some
of our parishioners there! I know you were there
because he is one of us - a long time ago he was
seminarian Rich and he was assigned to St Joseph
Parish for his Pastoral Year of training. Today he is a
bishop - Well Done People of St Joseph Parish!
His episcopal motto is “Put Out Into The Deep.” This
comes from Luke 5:4 where Jesus tells Simon to put
out into the deep to lower his nets for a catch. They
had caught nothing all night but did as Jesus said and
caught a miraculous catch. At the wonder of this,
Simon said, “Depart from me, Lord, for I am a sinful
man.” (Lk 5:8)
I think Bp. Henning’s motto speaks to us all today.
Jesus wants us all to put out into the deep - to go
beyond our comfort zone from time to time so that we
can experience the wonder of his kingdom! We may
feel that we are not worthy of even trying to do this—
that our sins are an obstacle to God’s wonders
happening in and through us. But if Jesus can do this
for Peter and make our own little seminarian a bishop,
imagine what Jesus can do through any one of us - if
we just listen to him and Put Out Into The Deep!

SHARE MERCY SUNDAY AUGUST 5, 2018
St. Joseph will be collecting used cell phones with chargers, iPods, and
tablets to donate to Sister Diane Kirwan of the Sisters of St. Dominic.
Sister Diane collects these items that are refurbished and the proceeds
go directly to the Senior Citizens Center in Bayamon, Puerto Rico. The
Sisters of St. Dominic assist at this center that provides meals for over
100 elderly each day. We will have a table for collection before and
after masses on the rectory lawn where children can help create cards
to
be sent to the seniors.

Rosary on the Lawn is coming
On the Mondays of August we have Rosary on the Lawn - a great family prayer opportunity! Bring your
chair or blanket to the front lawn of the rectory. There is music and a reflection is offered. We begin at
7:00 PM and after our prayer there are snacks!!
The dates for Rosary on the Lawn are:
Monday August 6 led by Deacon Ed
Monday August 13 led by Deacon Bill
Monday August 20 led by Fr Mike
Monday August 27 led by Fr Vitus
We look forward to seeing you there!

ST JOSEPH FAITH FORMATION
Office will be closed July 13– August 20, 2018
If you have not already registered, you may mail your registration form to:
St Joseph Faith Formation
45 Church St., Ronkonkoma, NY 11779
OR
Register in person at Carew Hall (lower Church)
August 23, 6:00-8:00pm
August 29, 7:00-9:00pm
Pre-printed Registration forms are available at registration site
or you may download a form at our parish website: stjosephronkonkoma.org
Do we have your current email address?
Our primary method of communication is email.
Please remember to notify us with email address changes.
Add mtrezza@stjoronk.org to your contact list to avoid mail going to the spam/junk folder.
If you are registering for the first time and your child was not baptized at St Joseph Church, please provide a copy your child’s baptismal certificate.
If transferring from another parish, bring a “Letter of Transfer” from that parish.

“Miracles from Heaven”
(Starring Jennifer Garner)
Saturday, August 11, 2018

7PM Hot dog dinner is available for $3.00
Pot luck dessert—bring a dessert to share
8PM Movie in the Lot
(Bring a camp/beach chair for the outside show)
Family Name_____________________________Number of People Attending_________
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Cub Scout Pack 272
Boy Scout Troop 272
St. Joseph’s Cub Scout Pack 272 and Boy Scout Troop 272
have fun, exciting, educational, character building programs for boys, age 7 through 17 (first Grade and up).
For more information or to enroll your child,
contact Dr. Louis Scotti at 656-8428
or e-mail JoinScouting@StJoRonk.org.

Pack, Troop, and Crew 272 have
a YEAR-ROUND scouting program.

CYO Sport Programs
http://stjoecyosports.com
Baseball:
Intramural (Coed, ages 4-16):
Gene
588-1879
Travel * (Boys)
Vinny
543-4100
Basketball:
Girls (koolmom4d@msn.com)
Debbie
467-6174
Clinic Division (Coed Grades K-2) Nick
585-7723
Boys Grades 3-12)
Vinny
543-4100
Travel*
Vinny
543-4100
Track:
Boys & Girls, Grades K-8
Jerry 585-4048
Soccer :
Intramural Boys & Girls(ages 3-13) Joe 585-0748
jcaiola@fast.net
Travel (LIJSL):
Rob
721-8831
Softball:
Dennis 467-6174

Faced with a Drinking Problem?
Perhaps
Alcoholics Anonymous Can Help.
“Heart of the Lake” - AA Group
Meets here at St. Josephs R.C. Church
In the basement of the Rectory (entrance in rear)
Wednesday Evening @ 7:30 - 8:45 pm
And
Saturday Afternoon @ 2:00 - 3:15 pm
“The Only Requirement for Membership
Is a desire to stop drinking.”

Venturing Events
In Carew Hall after 5:00 PM Mass
Venturing is open to men and women age 14
through 20 who have graduated from 8th
Grade. This year's crew plan is jam packed
with interesting and fun activities here at St.
Joseph's and "off-campus" as well.
Come to our meeting and check it out.
Visit our next meeting:
July 29, 2018
e-mail: Crew272@StJoRonk.org
phone: Advisor Mike Keller (631) 872-7675

What did you do this weekend?

Matthew Brendan Aguilera
Mia Isabela Aguilera
Salome Gianna Aguilera
Santiago JhanCarlo Apena
Valentina Daphne Apena
Sofia Isabela Falero
Lorenzo Vita Grillo
Brayden Michael Wood

—REMEMBER THOSE WHO HAVE DIED—
our deceased soldiers and all of our
deceased relatives and friends.
Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord and let perpetual light shine
upon them. May they rest in peace.. May their souls and all the
souls of the faithful departed rest in peace. Amen

