September 9, 2018 — Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time

September 9, 2018
Serving Your Sacramental Needs
The Sacrament of Baptism
The Sacrament is celebrated on Sundays at 1:30 PM and on
the first Saturday of each month. Parents, please call the
parish office to arrange a meeting with a priest.
The Sacrament of Eucharist
See front cover for mass times. If you are sick for an
extended period of time or are homebound, contact the
parish office to have someone bring Communion to you.
The Sacrament of Confirmation
School aged children can prepare for this Sacrament by
contacting our Faith Formation Office. Adults who have
yet to be Confirmed should contact the Parish Office
The Sacrament of Reconciliation
As listed on front cover or call the office to see a priest.
The Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick
This Sacrament is for the living. We celebrate this
Sacrament each Spring and Fall for those who are
chronically ill, advanced in age, or who are about to
undergo surgery or hospitalization. We can arrange the
Sacrament at other times by calling the Parish Office.
Emergencies: Call the office to speak to a priest.
Nighttime emergencies
(631) 538-7219
The Sacrament of Matrimony
Bride or Groom please call the office at least six months
before your desired wedding date to begin preparations for
marriage. Please make contact with the parish before
making other wedding day plans!
The Sacrament of Holy Orders
If you feel called to serve in the church as a priest deacon
or in consecrated religious life, call the office to speak to
one of the priests or deacons for guidance.
Interested in possibly becoming Catholic?
Contact the rectory to arrange a meeting to discuss your
questions. We have classes to help people learn about our
faith and decide if becoming Catholic is best for you. This
whole process of inquiry and potential conversion is called
RCIA—The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults.
We will respect your personal journey with God!
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Mass Intentions for the Week
Sunday, September 9 (Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time)
7:00
For the People of the Parish
9:00
Matthew Dale (Loving Wife)
10:30 Robert Filce (Loving Mother)
12:00 John Dowling (Walter Mytko & Gail Flores)
5:00 Danny Decottiis (Jannine & Richard)
Monday, September 10
7:00 Aleida Acosta (Loving Family)
9:00 Thomas W. Spencer (The O’Flaherty Family)
Tuesday, September 11
7:00 For the People of the Parish
8:45 Ellen Faraci (Denise Argo)
Wednesday, September 12
7:00 Edie Ryan (Loving Family)
8:45 Gisele & Mases Cortes (LIVING) (Linda & Lorraine)
Thursday, September 13
7:00 For the People of the Parish
9:00 Mass of Thanksgiving (Harry Pasquarella)
Friday, September 14
7:00
Richard Mahon (William Mutell)
9:00
Franklin M. Duarte (Loving Wife)
Saturday, September 15
8:00
Teresita M. Valisno (John & Fenelle Caberto & Family)
5:00
Frank Blachly (Lauren & The DeCarlo Family), Jarrod
Phillips (Denise & Bill Kelly), Anthony Manzo
(John & Chris Carallo)
Sunday, Sept. 16 (Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time)
7:00
For the People of the Parish
9:00
Dec’d. Mbrs. of St. Regis K of C & Columbiettes, Frances
Coletti (Ramona & Emma Kelly), Joseph F. Mauro
(Michael Gelormino), Joan Sullivan (The Grieb Family),
Ruth Ann Johnson (Carol & Sharon)
10:30 Antonio Vitalino (CDA Court St. Joseph 975)
12:00 Pray to End Abortion (The Respect Life Committee)
5:00 Patrick A. Murphy (The Murphy Family)
6:30 Spanish Mass

Save the Date
Please join us at the installation Mass for Father Gil Lap.
St. Frances Cabrini Church
Sunday, September 23, 2018
11:00 AM
Reception to follow at Parish Hall. Any questions please call
the Rectory at 631-732-8445.

Altar Bread & Wine
PRAY FOR OUR TROOPS
In Memory of
Carol A. Walsh
Requested by
Greg

__________________________________
Name, Rank and Branch of Service
______________________________
____________________
Person making this request
Relationship to Soldier
(Friends can be placed on the silent prayer list only)
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September 9, 2018

Respect Life
In battle, it is important to maintain, and develop, good intelligence of
your opponent’s tactics, strategy, and thought process. While this process can often prove frustrating, and even infuriating, it is more often
educational, and helpful in forming one’s own tactics and strategy.
A case in point is an article that the Huffington Post published last October entitled “Health Department Plan Declares Life Begins at Conception”
(https://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/health-human-servicesdraft-plan-life-begins-at-conception_us_59de3434e4b01df09b77e67f).
This was supposed to be an article on the Department of Health’s Strategic Plan for 2018-2022. The plan is 65 pages long, and Huff reports that
“life begins at conception” appears four times. What is interesting is the
total lack of actual reporting, replaced with fear mongering, and supported by outright hypocrisy and lies. There is nothing said about the DOH
report past the introductory paragraph.
Instead what we read is why the principle of “Life Begins and Conception” (by the way, it should read fertilization, as medically speaking
fertilization and conception are distinct) is scientifically incorrect. It
also criticizes a pediatric society as biased, incorrect, and unreliable,
which may be correct. But they contrast this group against Physicians
for Reproductive Health, who Huff cites as a neutral source. Unfortunately, as in much of the progressive Left’s media, facts are irrelevant,
and disingenuousness to support your narrative is not only permitted, but
looked favorably upon. You see, Physicians for Reproductive Health is
anything but neutral. A quick visit to their website is very informative
(https://prh.org/), as a review of their mission statement makes it quite
clear that they are specifically pro-abortion, and are committed to expanding the number of abortion providers in what they consider underserved states. They took in over $5,000,000 last year in donations , a lot
of money that’s coming from somewhere, and many of their board members are Planned Parenthood Physicians. It’s from this “neutral” source
that Huff obtained a quote from their “neutral” consulting medical doctor, Anne Davis, MD, concerning the beginning of life. “It’s not a medical concept. It’s a concept people maybe come to from a religious of
frame mind, but it isn’t medical.” That is a convenient, and obviously
very “neutral” opinion for an industry that inherently deprives life; if
there is no life, than you are not depriving life.
But the entire argument that Dr. Davis is making is disingenuous. Each
year more and more research is accumulating that brings us closer to the
affirmed conclusion that life does in fact start at fertilization. There is
immediately metabolism and locomotion. This rapidly expands to a
heartbeat, brain activity, and a nervous system that feels pain. There are
distinct, visibly recognizable human characteristics. There are complicated medical and biological findings that support the traditional view
on life (often the simplest answer is the correct answer).
So all of this brings us to strategy. The enemy’s strategy right now is to
make the concept of life irrelevant to the argument. They need to do this
as quickly as possible, as they are losing the factual battle, a fact of
which they are very aware. So they argue that life is a human construct
concocted by some right wing religious fanatics, and their position is not
to be taken seriously. It is critical for the abortionists to convince a majority that their position of a non-distinct start of life is correct.
Do not under estimate the power of evil in the world to twist the thought
process of humankind. We are in dangerous times, and our defense is
prayer, and the Grace and Divine Mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Our Prayer and Action In
Building the City of God
Our Prayer for Financial Well Being is $23,700 in our Sunday
Offerings (which will be a $5,000 increase over our 2017 Weekly
Average):
Sunday Sept. 2, 2018 Collections:
$16,945
Same Week from Last Year:
$16,795
2018 Weekly Average ((to-date)
$18,380
Our 2017 Weekly Average Was:
$18,700
Our Prayer for Evangelization is an increase of 500 new people
at Sunday Mass (which will be 2,043 people at Sunday Mass):
Mass Attendance on Sun. Sept. 2nd
1,324
2018 Average Mass Attendance:
1,528
2017 Average Mass Attendance:
1,543

________________________________________________
Our Prayer for our St Joseph School Enrollment
Is 245 Students (which is an increase of 50 Students):

2017/18 Enrollment is currently:
2018/19 Enrollment:

195
181

Our Prayer for Parish Vocations is 5 new vocations rom within
St. Joseph Parish
None as yet, but this is always

in process

Catholic Ministries Appeal
2018 Goal:
Pledged - to - Date
Percentage of Goal

$75,000
$66,955
89%_____________

OUR LITURGY
Isaiah tells the people to be strong and not be afraid, for great
things are about to happen. In the second reading, we hear from
Saint James to show no partiality toward those who enter our
lives. In the Gospel, Jesus cures a man and then orders the crowd
not to tell anyone.

Pro-Life Novena-The U.S. Bishops are asking that all people of good
will to join them each Friday from August 3rd to September 28th, in a
Novena for the Legal Protection of Human Life. To participate in the
Novena, sign up at www.usccb.org/pray
Prayer to Saint Michael the Archangel-St. Michael the Archangel, protect us in battle. Be our defense against the wickedness and snares of
the Devil. May God rebuke him we humbly pray, and do thou, O
Prince of the heavenly hosts, by the power of God, thrust into hell Satan, and all the evil spirits, who prowl about the world seeking the ruin
of souls. Amen.
“Before I formed you in the womb, I knew you…” Jeremiah 1:5

9/11 Prayer Opportunities

Just a Reminder

This Tuesday is the 17th anniversary of the attack on the
World Trade Center and Pentagon. There are many
memorials throughout our community. This is a great
opportunity for members of our community to be
witnesses to hope just by participating in these memorials
Lakeland Fire Dept has a memorial service at 7:30 in The
Garden of Heroes at the Lakeland FD Headquarters on
Johnson Ave. Joining in this memorial is a great way for
us to be present in the community!
Our Men’s Prayer Group gathers every Tuesday evening
at 7:00 to pray the Rosary. I am sure they would be open
to a few extra people joining them this week (even if
you’re not a man). After prayer there are some light
refreshments in the vestibule of the church.
We will keep the church open a little later on Tuesday for
those who want some quiet time with our Lord. There
will be some quiet music playing in the church during
this prayer time.

The Town of Brookhaven is doing work in our area that is
affecting our driveways.
Ultimately it will create an
improvement, but it is a little bit of an inconvenience for now.
Thank you all for your patience regarding this work.

Pray For Peace

Thank you to everyone who has made a pledge to the Catholic
Ministries Appeal!
This helps the larger church do great works in Christ’s name! If
we reach our goal of $75,000 it will help us to do work on our
parish property!

Golden Wedding Jubilee
This fall, couples who have been married fifty years or more
will be honored at a liturgy on Sunday October 21,2018 at
the Church of Christ the King in Commack.
Mass will begin at 2:30 PM. Registration forms and
complete instructions can be obtained at the parish office.
Registration must be received by the Office of Worship by
October 12th.
If you have any questions, you may call
(516) 678-5800 extension 207

School’s Open: Pray For Our Children & Their Parents
“It’s the most wonderful time of the year!” I recall a back to school commercial with a father dancing around the store to

this song as his children are walking behind him looking very depressed. But this really is a wonderful time of the year! I
am writing this on Tuesday after seeing our kids come back to school. There are new faces among students and faculty.
There are others who are returning but who have grown over the summer. There were lots of smiles! I think that even
though kids prefer vacation time, they really do enjoy the work of growing in body mind and spirit at school. I can only
speak about our school but I think this sprit of hope is present in all schools as we come back from vacation.
Pray for our children that the spirit of hope I saw this morning will remain throughout the year!
So many things can get in the way of all the growth that can happen in anyone’s life. One of the biggest obstacles is
misunderstanding failure. There was a teacher at McGann-Mercy High School who had a poster in his room that read:
“Life is about making mistakes - and learning from them!” There are some gifted people who are prodigies and have an
innate talent in one area or another. The rest of us have to work to learn. We learn by trying, failing sometimes, and
trying again. Pray that our children learn to fail well - that they never see one failure as the end of the world, but as an
opportunity to get better.
Family issues can also get in the way of learning - children who are concerned about Mom and Dad’s marriage may not be
able to concentrate on their studies, or worse, they could feel responsible for family problems. Pray that all parents will
help their children to always know they are loved!
Some may say we spend too much time and energy worrying about self image and self esteem. Tell that to the child who
is convinced that he or she will always be ugly, fat, or untalented. It can have an impact on how a child performs in
school and then in life. Pray that our children know they are loved unconditionally for who they are and that they will
work to develop the gifts God has given them!
As children head toward middle school and high school, there are other challenges they face. Self image becomes even
more important in adolescence so it can become a greater distraction. Then there are attractions that can be distractions they start getting interested in the opposite sex and that interest can be a real strong distraction. Pray that our teens have
healthy relationships with themselves, God and each other.
All of these above challenges can lead to a desire to experiment with drugs, alcohol, and sex - either to fit in or to soften
some of the pain they feel in their hearts. There are many other destructive behaviors that can get in the way of school
years being positive and growth filled. Please pray for our teens and for their parents, that they can keep the lines of
loving communication open always!
-Fr. Mike

FAMILY MASS at St. Joseph
Next Mass: Saturday, September 15 at 5:00PM

HOW CHILDREN CAN GET INVOLVED
Children’s Choir Members
Contact: Mike Keller
MikeKeller@Stjoronk.org
Lectors
Contact: Anne DiNero
annedinero1@gmail.com

Altar Servers
Contact Ed Grieb
EdGrieb@Stjoronk.org
Welcome Greeters
Contact:Michele Nappi
Michele@Stjoronk.org

Gift Bearers
Please speak to the Ushers at Mass

BASKET RAFFLE FUNDRAISER
TO BENEFIT THE NEW YORK GIVING DOLL*

Thursday, September 27, 2018
St. Joseph Church (Carew Hall), 45 Church Street, Ronkonkoma
*******************************************************************
Doors open 6:00 pm for viewing and prize selection; Calling starts at 7:30 pm
Door Prizes * Handcrafted Items * Prize Baskets of New Items
Gift Certificates *50/50 Raffle * Grand Prizes * DJ
**************************************************************
$10 Admission per person (cash only please) includes:
Raffle Sheet of 25 General Prize Tickets, plus Door Prize Ticket
Dessert and Coffee (Water Sold Separately)
Additional raffle sheets available at $10 per sheet; Grand Prize Tickets sold separately.
*THE NEW YORK GIVING DOLL IS A NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION WORKING
TO BRING HANDMADE CLOTH DOLLS TO CHILDREN AT TIMES OF SPECIAL
NEED.
mns622@aol.com -- Facebook.com/theNYgivingdoll

LECTORS WANTED!
To parishioners of Confirmation age or older:
Are you reasonably comfortable addressing large groups?
Do you speak and read clearly – with confidence, strength, passion, and
certain knowledge of what you speak or say?

St. Regis Council 4651
2850 Pond Road
Ronkonkoma, NY 11779

Do you feel a calling – yes, a vocation – to become God's instrument to
proclaim His Word to His people?

Vendors Wanted! Come out and support the council that
supports the many charitable activities in Ronkonkoma and
St. Joseph’s Church. We are looking for craft vendors –this
is an indoor event and we will supply an 8 ft. table for your
display included in the vendor cost and tables on a first
come basis – Don’t miss out on the fun – plan to offer your
crafts and pocket your profits. To arrange for a table or
space rental, please provide a return e-mail and we will forward the contract to you for review and acceptance. Personal checks will be accepted with the return of the contract. E
-mail your request for a table reservation to
pcf312@optonline.net.

Do you believe you can truly bring Scripture alive to the listener; and
are you willing to spend a half-hour or more of practice (before each
assignment) to assure a smooth, effective, and vibrant proclamation?
If your answer to all of the above is "Yes," then your parish needs you!
On an evening in mid-September, a two-hour Lector Training session
will be held in the rectory.
Interested? Call Greg Walsh at 585-4524.

PRAY FOR THE SICK

___________________________________
Name of person who is ill
_____________________________
_________________________
Person making this request:
Relationship to ill person
(Friends can be placed on the silent prayer list only)

ST JOSEPH FAITH FORMATION
If you have not already registered, you still have time. You may mail your registration form to:
St Joseph Faith Formation
45 Church St., Ronkonkoma, NY 11779
OR
Register in person at Carew Hall (lower Church)
September 11, 2018, 7:00-9:00pm
Pre-printed Registration forms are available at registration site
or you may download a form at: stjosephronkonkoma.org

Do we have your current email address?
Our primary method of communication is email.
Please remember to notify us with email address changes.
Add mtrezza@stjoronk.org to your contact list to avoid mail going to the spam/junk folder.
If you are registering for the first time and your child was not baptized at St Joseph Church, please
provide a copy your child’s baptismal certificate.
If you are registering a child that attended classes at another parish, bring a “Letter of Transfer” from
that parish.

Looking forward to seeing you at the upcoming St Joseph Parish Bible Study:

Philippians: Life in Christ
The epistle to the Philippians may be short, but it packs a powerful punch. This dynamic
study based on the letter of St Paul to the
Philippians, explores the power and joy of life with Jesus Christ.
Towards the end of his life, while he was under arrest and awaiting trial in Rome, St Paul
writes a short but powerful letter to the Philippians. The Philippians were not only Paul’s sons and daughters in the Faith
but also partners in sharing the Gospel of Jesus Christ. In this study we’ll…
explore how Paul is able to rejoice in the midst of suffering.
learn from the Philippians how to become partners in the Gospel.
learn the key to Christian friendship
discover what it means to share in the citizenship of Heaven.
Registration at the church lobby after all masses on September 8 & 9
Study dates: October 4, 11, 18, 25 November 8 & 15
Suggested Program Offering: $10.00
You will need to bring a Bible and Pen
New American Bibles are available to purchase. Cost: $5.00

———————————————–——-cut here———————————————————Philippians: Life in Christ Bible Study
Please print clearly. Thank you.
Name________________________________________________________
Address (Street, City, Zip)____________________________________________________
Phone #___________________________Cell Phone # ______________________________
Email Address ________________________________________________
Bible Study Program Offering $____________________ Paid date__________________
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Cub Scout Pack 272
Boy Scout Troop 272
St. Joseph’s Cub Scout Pack 272 and Boy Scout Troop 272
have fun, exciting, educational, character building programs for boys, age 7 through 17 (first Grade and up).
For more information or to enroll your child,
contact Dr. Louis Scotti at 656-8428
or e-mail JoinScouting@StJoRonk.org.

Pack, Troop, and Crew 272 have
a YEAR-ROUND scouting program.

CYO Sport Programs
http://stjoecyosports.com
Baseball:
Intramural (Coed, ages 4-16):
Gene
588-1879
Travel * (Boys)
Vinny
543-4100
Basketball:
Girls (koolmom4d@msn.com)
Debbie
467-6174
Clinic Division (Coed Grades K-2) Nick
585-7723
Boys Grades 3-12)
Vinny
543-4100
Travel*
Vinny
543-4100
Track:
Boys & Girls, Grades K-8
Jerry 585-4048
Soccer :
Intramural Boys & Girls(ages 3-13) Joe 585-0748
jcaiola@fast.net
Travel (LIJSL):
Rob
721-8831
Softball:
Dennis 467-6174

Venturing Events
In Carew Hall after 5:00 PM Mass
Venturing is open to men and women age 14
through 20 who have graduated from 8th
Grade. This year's crew plan is jam packed
with interesting and fun activities here at St.
Joseph's and "off-campus" as well.
Come to our meeting and check it out.
Visit our next meeting:
Sept. 9,,2018 Tonight
e-mail: Crew272@StJoRonk.org
phone: Advisor Mike Keller (631) 872-7675

What did you do this weekend?

Arianna Sophia Aquilar
Payton Reese Schezer
Faced with a Drinking Problem?
Perhaps
Alcoholics Anonymous Can Help.
“Heart of the Lake” - AA Group
Meets here at St. Josephs R.C. Church
In the basement of the Rectory (entrance in rear)
Wednesday Evening @ 7:30 - 8:45 pm
And
Saturday Afternoon @ 2:00 - 3:15 pm
“The Only Requirement for Membership
Is a desire to stop drinking.”

—REMEMBER THOSE WHO HAVE DIED—
Ronald Marshall, Lorraine Mercer
Mary Alfieri, Fred Pellechia
our deceased soldiers and all of our
deceased relatives and friends.
Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord and let perpetual light
shine upon them. May they rest in peace.. May their souls
and all the souls of the faithful departed rest in peace. Amen

