September 16, 2018 — Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time

September 16, 2018
Serving Your Sacramental Needs
The Sacrament of Baptism
The Sacrament is celebrated on Sundays at 1:30 PM and on
the first Saturday of each month. Parents, please call the
parish office to arrange a meeting with a priest.
The Sacrament of Eucharist
See front cover for mass times. If you are sick for an
extended period of time or are homebound, contact the
parish office to have someone bring Communion to you.
The Sacrament of Confirmation
School aged children can prepare for this Sacrament by
contacting our Faith Formation Office. Adults who have
yet to be Confirmed should contact the Parish Office
The Sacrament of Reconciliation
As listed on front cover or call the office to see a priest.
The Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick
This Sacrament is for the living. We celebrate this
Sacrament each Spring and Fall for those who are
chronically ill, advanced in age, or who are about to
undergo surgery or hospitalization. We can arrange the
Sacrament at other times by calling the Parish Office.
Emergencies: Call the office to speak to a priest.
Nighttime emergencies
(631) 538-7219
The Sacrament of Matrimony
Bride or Groom please call the office at least six months
before your desired wedding date to begin preparations for
marriage. Please make contact with the parish before
making other wedding day plans!
The Sacrament of Holy Orders
If you feel called to serve in the church as a priest deacon
or in consecrated religious life, call the office to speak to
one of the priests or deacons for guidance.
Interested in possibly becoming Catholic?
Contact the rectory to arrange a meeting to discuss your
questions. We have classes to help people learn about our
faith and decide if becoming Catholic is best for you. This
whole process of inquiry and potential conversion is called
RCIA—The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults.
We will respect your personal journey with God!
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Mass Intentions for the Week
Sunday September 16 (Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time)
7:00
For the People of the Parish
9:00
Dec’d. Mbrs. of St. Regis K of C & Columbiettes, Frances
Coletti (Ramona & Emma Kelly), Joseph F. Mauro
(Michael Gelormino), Joan Sullivan (The Grieb Family),
Ruth Ann Johnson (Carol & Sharon)
10:30 Antonio Vitalino (CDA Court St. Joseph 975)
12:00 Pray to End Abortion (The Respect Life Committee)
5:00 Patrick A. Murphy (The Murphy Family)
Monday, September 17
7:00 For the People of the Parish
9:00 Teresito Valisno (Maring Aldaba)
Tuesday, September 18
7:00 For the People of the Parish
8:45 Carol Kreig (Janet Kramer)
Wednesday, September 19
7:00 Joseph & Helen Onufrak (Loving Family)
9:00 Cristobal Lopez (Loving Daughter Graciela Pedra)
Thursday, September 20
7:00 For the People of the Parish
9:00 Stephen Gallagher (Loving Parents)
Friday, September 21
7:00
For the People of the Parish
9:00
Maria R. Lopez (Loving Sister Graciela Pedra)
Saturday, September 22
8:00
Francisco Rosa (Loving Family)
5:00
Anna & Gasper Crimaudo (Loving Family), Betty &
Tom Mullins (Loving Family)
Sunday, Sept. 23 (Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time)
7:00
Janet Leonick (Loving Family)
9:00
Catherine McMahady (Mr. & Mrs. Kelly)
10:30 Seamus Egan (Loving Family), Georgiana Lopez
(Loving Family), Anthony Scotto (The Vessa Family),
Richard F. Pompa (The Vessa Family), For the People
of the Parish
12:00 Marie Califano (Loving Husband)
5:00 Constance & Pete Mele (Jannine & Richard Hubbard)
6:30 Spanish Mass

PRAY FOR OUR TROOPS
__________________________________
Name, Rank and Branch of Service
______________________________
____________________
Person making this request
Relationship to Soldier
(Friends can be placed on the silent prayer list only)

Altar Bread & Wine
In Memory of
Mae, Kenneth & Mary Rau
Requested by
Ann Festa

Save the Date
Please join us at the installation Mass for Father Gil Lap.
St. Frances Cabrini Church
Sunday, September 23, 2018
11:00 AM
Reception to follow at Parish Hall. Any questions please call
the Rectory at 631-732-8445.
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Respect Life
A Comparison of Tragedies
U.S. Wars and Conflicts
Casualties
American Revolutionary War
~ 25,000
Northwest Indian War
~1,056
Quasi-War
514
War of 1812
~20,000
1st Seminole War
36
Black Hawk War
305
2nd Seminole War
1,535
Mexican-American War
13,283
3rd Seminole War
26
American Civil War
~625,000
Indian Wars
919
Great Sioux War
314
Spanish-American War
2,446
Philippine-American War
4,196
Boxer Rebellion
131
Mexican Revolution
~35
Haiti Occupation
148
World War 1
116,516
North Russia Campaign
424
American Expd. Force Siberia
328
Nicaragua Occupation
48
World War 2
405,399
Korean War
36,516
Vietnam War
58,209
El Salvador Civil War
37
Beirut
266
Grenada
19
Panama
40
Persian Gulf War
258
Operation Provide Comfort
199119
Somalia Intervention
43
Bosnia
12
NATO Air Campaign Yugoslavia
20
Oper. Endrng. Frdm.(Afghanistan) 202,356
Total Killed in War
1,319,943 (5,476 avg./yr.)
Abortion
61,000,000 (1,355,555 avg./yr.)
Have a blessed week, from the Respect Life Committee!
“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of
God.”Matthew 5:9

Our Prayer and Action In
Building the City of God
Our Prayer for Financial Well Being is $23,700 in our Sunday
Offerings (which will be a $5,000 increase over our 2017 Weekly
Average):
Sunday Sept. 9, 2018 Collections:
$20,510
Same Week from Last Year:
$19,470
Weekly Average ((to-date)
$18,700
Last Year Weekly Average Was:
$18,210
Our Prayer for Evangelization is an increase of 500 new people
at Sunday Mass (which will be 2,043 people at Sunday Mass):
Mass Attendance on Sun. Sept. 2nd
1,244
2018 Average Mass Attendance:
1,284
2017 Average Mass Attendance:
1,535

________________________________________________
Our Prayer for our St Joseph School Enrollment
Is 245 Students (which is an increase of 50 Students):

2017/18 Enrollment is currently:
2018/19 Enrollment:

195
183

Our Prayer for Parish Vocations is 5 new vocations rom within
St. Joseph Parish
None as yet, but this is always

in process

Catholic Ministries Appeal
2018 Goal:
Pledged - to - Date
Percentage of Goal

$75,000
$66,955
89%_____________

DO YOU WANT TO BE A CATHOLIC?
Are you interested in more information about the Roman
Catholic Church? Would you like to know more about our
beliefs, traditions, rituals and sacraments?
If you answered “Yes” to any of these questions, we have
a ministry here at St. Joseph’s called RCIA (Rite of Christian
Initiation of Adults).
We prepare you to receive the
sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation and Holy Eucharist.
For more information, contact the parish office in the
rectory at 631-588-8456.

OUR LITURGY
Describing the Servant of the Lord, Isaiah emphasizes his total
trust in God, even in times of trial and persecution. Saint James
emphasizes that our faith must always have a practical
dimension to it. We can demonstrate what we truly believe only
through our actions and deeds. Jesus chastises Peter for failing to
understand the true purpose of his mission.

The Church At The Foot Of The Cross
Being a Catholic is very challenging lately. Abuse. Coverups. It all boils down to one word - SIN! For some, that word may seem too
weak because it is tossed around for simple things like disobeying my mother, but the reality is, the church has been brought to the foot
of the cross because of the sins of priests against children and the sins of bishops in covering it up, sweeping it under a rug or hoping it
would get better or go away. The sins that have been committed against children are horrific. They are magnified by the fact that these
sins have also been committed by ministers of the church and have also been committed against the church.
These sins have placed us all at the foot of the Cross
There is pain felt for the direct victims. There is pain felt because of the betrayal. There is pain felt because, to some extent, many of
us may have thought we were past this. There is pain felt because it feels as if the entire world is looking at our church and judging us.
All of that pain is the pain of the Cross.
How do we respond?
Notice, the question is about responding, not reacting. Reaction is more of a reflex. Response comes through thought and prayer.
Bishop Barres’ response was a good start. He invited us all to join in two days of fasting and prayer - to bring this wound to the Cross
on the feast of the Exaltation of the Cross and to stand with Mary at the foot of the Cross on the feast of Our Lady of Sorrows. This is a
very good start. But it is only a start.
The reality is, we are going to be at the Cross for a while with this scandalous issue. What do we do?
We remember that each one of us has been Baptized into the mystery of the death and resurrection of Jesus. The first thing we
do, is stand at the foot of the Cross with hope. Jesus calls all who would be his disciples to take up their Cross - we never choose
our own Cross, but we are called to take it up.
We remember that the entire mystery includes the resurrection. On Good Friday the Cross is brought into the church and held up
in three places as we sing “Behold the wood of the Cross on which is hung our salvation, Oh come let us adore.” At the Easter
Vigil, the New Paschal Candle (The Sign of the Resurrection) is held up in the same three places in the church as we sing “Light of
Christ! Thanks be to God!” This ritual that continues from one celebration to another, is a reminder to us that EVERY Cross is
followed by the Resurrection. Some form of Resurrection will follow the Cross we are facing.
When we are struggling, we look to Mary and John who stood at the foot of the Cross without knowing what would happen next.
We ask them to help us to remain faithful to Jesus even as we stand at the Cross.
Probably the most important thing that any faithful Catholic Christian can do during this time is to continue to live the gospel call to
spread the good news with our lives. I cannot change what has happened and unfortunately I cannot change the hearts of people who
may still be involved in these horrific actions. But I can work to be the best disciple of Jesus that I can be. If I make this choice, and
you make this choice, we are part of the healing of the Body of Christ; we are walking together the slow journey from the Cross to the
Resurrection.
One thing we know from the Resurrection is that the pain of the Cross was real. Jesus, risen from the dead, revealed his wounds to his
disciples. They were now glorified but they were real. The reality is, we will always be a church who had to face the horror of a
sexual abuse scandal. But we hope to see a day when the wounds from this experience of the Cross have been healed by Jesus.
Remain faithful to our mission
I have heard people say that maybe the church will continue as a smaller, yet more pure church. I disagree with that because I believe
it is not what Jesus wants. Before his ascension, he told his disciples to go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit (cf. Mt 28: 19). He wants EVERYONE to be part of the Body of Christ, so
we can’t look to a future of a smaller but more pure church. Instead we look to a future of a larger church, but one in which I am purer
in my discipleship. As I am a better disciple, I am spreading the good news. Re-read our parish mission statement that we pray before
mass every Sunday. Part of the healing happens just by each one of us being an effective missionary disciple. Remember, a disciple
follows Jesus. I missionary shares Jesus with others.
How do I invite people into such a wounded church?
This brings us back to “respond” rather than “react”. Reactions include things like: “I am not going to support the church because I
don’t want my money going to defend pedophiles.” Let me assure you, in our parish, your offerings support the work we do to serve
the spiritual needs of the community and to do the works of mercy in our community. The diocese uses money gained by investments
in their reconciliation efforts. Withholding offerings only hurts our efforts to serve the community. It can also create a habit of
withholding, which hurts one’s spirit.
There are other reactions that get in the way of our missionary efforts: “At times I am ashamed to admit that I am Catholic.” I suggest
that each one of us can create an “elevator speech” that explains, in the time span of an elevator ride, why we remain Catholic. Here’s
an example: “There are members (and leaders) of our church who have sinned horribly. I place them in the hands of Jesus, the just
judge. In the meantime, I remain in this church because I truly believe in Jesus’ presence in the sacraments. I need that presence in my
life. So I, a sinner stay in the church that is filled with different degrees of sinners, so I can experience the loving embrace of Jesus in
the sacraments.” Above all we continue to pray for healing for all who have been wounded by these sins.
- Fr Mike

BASKET RAFFLE FUNDRAISER
TO BENEFIT THE NEW YORK GIVING DOLL*

Thursday, September 27, 2018
St. Joseph Church (Carew Hall), 45 Church Street, Ronkonkoma
*******************************************************************
Doors open 6:00 pm for viewing and prize selection; Calling starts at 7:30 pm
Door Prizes * Handcrafted Items * Prize Baskets of New Items
Gift Certificates *50/50 Raffle * Grand Prizes * DJ
**************************************************************
$10 Admission per person (cash only please) includes:
Raffle Sheet of 25 General Prize Tickets, plus Door Prize Ticket
Dessert and Coffee (Water Sold Separately)
Additional raffle sheets available at $10 per sheet; Grand Prize Tickets sold separately.
*THE NEW YORK GIVING DOLL IS A NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION WORKING
TO BRING HANDMADE CLOTH DOLLS TO CHILDREN AT TIMES OF SPECIAL
NEED.
mns622@aol.com -- Facebook.com/theNYgivingdoll

St. Regis Columbiettes
Fall Yard Sale
Sunday, October 14, 2018 9-5
At
St Regis Knights of Columbus
2850 Pond Rd
Ronkonkoma, NY
Admission: Free - All Welcome
Table Fees:
Yard Sale Table:
Craft Vendor Fee:

$20 Per Table
$25 Per Table

Deadline for Table Reservations: October 1st. For more information or
table reservations contact Vivian @ 631-588-2453.

St. Regis Council 4651
2850 Pond Road
Ronkonkoma, NY 11779
Vendors Wanted! Come out and support the council that
supports the many charitable activities in Ronkonkoma and
St. Joseph’s Church. We are looking for craft vendors –this
is an indoor event and we will supply an 8 ft. table for your
display included in the vendor cost and tables on a first
come basis – Don’t miss out on the fun – plan to offer your
crafts and pocket your profits. To arrange for a table or
space rental, please provide a return e-mail and we will forward the contract to you for review and acceptance. Personal checks will be accepted with the return of the contract. E
-mail your request for a table reservation to
pcf312@optonline.net.
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Cub Scout Pack 272
Boy Scout Troop 272
St. Joseph’s Cub Scout Pack 272 and Boy Scout Troop 272
have fun, exciting, educational, character building programs for boys, age 7 through 17 (first Grade and up).
For more information or to enroll your child,
contact Dr. Louis Scotti at 656-8428
or e-mail JoinScouting@StJoRonk.org.

Pack, Troop, and Crew 272 have
a YEAR-ROUND scouting program.

CYO Sport Programs
http://stjoecyosports.com
Baseball:
Intramural (Coed, ages 4-16):
Gene
588-1879
Travel * (Boys)
Vinny
543-4100
Basketball:
Girls (koolmom4d@msn.com)
Debbie
467-6174
Clinic Division (Coed Grades K-2) Nick
585-7723
Boys Grades 3-12)
Vinny
543-4100
Travel*
Vinny
543-4100
Track:
Boys & Girls, Grades K-8
Jerry 585-4048
Soccer :
Intramural Boys & Girls(ages 3-13) Joe 585-0748
jcaiola@fast.net
Travel (LIJSL):
Rob
721-8831
Softball:
Dennis 467-6174

Venturing Events
In Carew Hall after 5:00 PM Mass
Venturing is open to men and women age 14
through 20 who have graduated from 8th
Grade. This year's crew plan is jam packed
with interesting and fun activities here at St.
Joseph's and "off-campus" as well.
Come to our meeting and check it out.
Visit our next meeting:
Sept. 16,,2018
Tonight
e-mail: Crew272@StJoRonk.org
phone: Advisor Mike Keller (631) 872-7675

What did you do this weekend?

Matthew Mark Gagg Jr.
Leo James Marino
Amanda Mosquera
Blake Richard Rucano
Faced with a Drinking Problem?
Perhaps
Alcoholics Anonymous Can Help.
“Heart of the Lake” - AA Group
Meets here at St. Josephs R.C. Church
In the basement of the Rectory (entrance in rear)
Wednesday Evening @ 7:30 - 8:45 pm
And
Saturday Afternoon @ 2:00 - 3:15 pm
“The Only Requirement for Membership
Is a desire to stop drinking.”

REMEMBER THOSE WHO HAVE DIED
our deceased soldiers and all of our
deceased relatives and friends.
Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord and let perpetual light
shine upon them. May they rest in peace.. May their souls
and all the souls of the faithful departed rest in peace. Amen

