September 23, 2018 — Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time

September 23, 2018
Serving Your Sacramental Needs
The Sacrament of Baptism
The Sacrament is celebrated on Sundays at 1:30 PM and on
the first Saturday of each month. Parents, please call the
parish office to arrange a meeting with a priest.
The Sacrament of Eucharist
See front cover for mass times. If you are sick for an
extended period of time or are homebound, contact the
parish office to have someone bring Communion to you.
The Sacrament of Confirmation
School aged children can prepare for this Sacrament by
contacting our Faith Formation Office. Adults who have
yet to be Confirmed should contact the Parish Office
The Sacrament of Reconciliation
As listed on front cover or call the office to see a priest.
The Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick
This Sacrament is for the living. We celebrate this
Sacrament each Spring and Fall for those who are
chronically ill, advanced in age, or who are about to
undergo surgery or hospitalization. We can arrange the
Sacrament at other times by calling the Parish Office.
Emergencies: Call the office to speak to a priest.
Nighttime emergencies
(631) 538-7219
The Sacrament of Matrimony
Bride or Groom please call the office at least six months
before your desired wedding date to begin preparations for
marriage. Please make contact with the parish before
making other wedding day plans!
The Sacrament of Holy Orders
If you feel called to serve in the church as a priest deacon
or in consecrated religious life, call the office to speak to
one of the priests or deacons for guidance.
Interested in possibly becoming Catholic?
Contact the rectory to arrange a meeting to discuss your
questions. We have classes to help people learn about our
faith and decide if becoming Catholic is best for you. This
whole process of inquiry and potential conversion is called
RCIA—The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults.
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Mass Intentions for the Week
Sunday September 23 (Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time)
7:00
Janet Leonick (Loving Family)
9:00
Catherine McMahady (Mr. & Mrs. Kelly)
10:30 Seamus Egan (Loving Family), Georgiana Lopez
(Loving Family), Anthony Scotto (The Vessa Family)
Richard F. Pompa (The Vessa Family), For the
People of the Parish
12:00 Marie Califano (Loving Husband)
5:00 Constance & Pete Mele (Jannine & Richard Hubbard)
Monday, September 24
7:00 For the People of the Parish
9:00 Nina Santopadre (Giulio & Sally Ferrante)
Tuesday, September 25
7:00 Marilyn Crisham (Colleen Cangeleri)
8:45 For the People of the Parish
Wednesday, September 26
7:00 For the People of the Parish
9:00 Sammy Savasta (Patty & Gerald Peters & Family)
Thursday, September 27
7:00 James Heimahn (Loving Sister Helen)
9:00 Richard Mahon (The Sheil Family)
Friday, September 28
7:00
Nick Cordasci (Loving Wife & Family)
9:00
Bruce Pamatat (Cindy & Tony Prisco)
Saturday, September 29
8:00
For the People of the Parish
5:00
Joanne Callahan (The Cazalet Family), Ralph Altamore
(Loving Burnett & Altamore Families), Norma Enright
(LIVING) (The Powell Family), Rita Landers (LIVING)
(The Powell Family), Joseph C. Simone (Annette &
John Donnadio)
Sunday, Sept. 30 (Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time)
7:00
Cornelius J. Dunleavy (Loving Wife Anne)
9:00
Ralph Carrella (Karen & Roy Dujat)
10:30 John Cady (Cathy & Norm West)
12:00 Christina DiFranco (Barbara Cutrone), Mass of
Thanksgiving (Shirley Poulard), Maria Lopes Martins
(Ellenita Mattera), Irene Weingartner (The Fehringer
Family), For the People of the Parish
5:00 Angeline Berarducci (Cub Scout Pack 272)
6:30 Spanish Mass

We will respect your personal journey with God!

PRAY FOR THE SICK

___________________________________
Name of person who is ill
_____________________________
_________________________
Person making this request:
Relationship to ill person

Altar Bread & Wine
In Memory of
Mickelson & Williams Families
Requested by
Barbara Mickelson

(Friends can be placed on the silent prayer list only)

PRAY FOR OUR TROOPS
__________________________________
Name, Rank and Branch of Service
______________________________
____________________
Person making this request
Relationship to Soldier
(Friends can be placed on the silent prayer list only)
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September 23, 2018

Respect Life
The Pro-Abortionists will stop at nothing to derail the appointment of
Judge Kavanaugh to the United States Supreme Court. This is a person
who is eminently qualified to hold this extremely important position. His
appointment by the Senate to the Washington D.C. Federal Circuit court
was almost unanimous, and he enjoyed bi-partisan support. But now not
a single Senator from the largest political party in the country feels that
Kavanaugh is qualified to hold a SCOTUS seat. Why?
The answer is simple! They view Judge Kavanaugh as a threat to their
number one concern; abortion. Their viewed threat comes from two perspectives. The first is ideology. They truly believe that the evil of abortion is actually a good thing, and is absolutely necessary in our society.
This view point may arise from a number of causes, and they may sincerely believe they are doing good, but Satan has a powerful ability to
twist our thoughts, and minds, to trick us to do his will, and not our Almighty Father’s. The second perspective that makes this their number
one concern is much simpler. It is money. They are willing to sell their
souls in order to obtain, and keep, what they want, which is power, and
money is the number one resource to achieve this goal. Unfortunately,
this is a characteristic that is very common among our leaders today.
The hearings last week were absolutely partisan, with one party for his
appointment, and one party against. The lies and histrionics being utilized by the party against his appointment have reached an all time low,
with Senators Durbin, Harris, Booker , and Feinstein leading the way in
hypocrisy, deceitfulness, and hysteria. This all comes on the heels of
their almost unanimous calls for civility in politics at Senator McCain’s
funeral. As an example, during questioning the judge’s views on Roe v.
Wade (of course), Senator Feinstein made the ridiculous claim that prior
to the legalization of abortion, between 200,000 and 1,200,000 women
(that’s quite a precise range Senator) died as a result of back alley abortions. This is unequivocally false. More that 90% of illegal abortions
were performed by licensed doctors, using proper medical procedures.
Dr. B. Nathanson, founder of NARAL, and activist for legal abortions
testified after his conversion to Pro-Life that they used this argument of
death by abortion to gin up support for legalization, and he estimated a
number of less than 50 patients per year, and that those patients may have
also died if they had received legal abortions.
And finally we come to the most extreme derailment effort. The claims
of a woman that at the age of 17 Kavanaugh assaulted her at a party.
Senator Feinstein had a letter from the accuser since July 12th. She held
the letter through the hearings, and only when it was time to vote did she
refer the matter to the FBI. Needless to say, this is a local jurisdiction
issue, not a federal issue, which a United States Senator obviously is
aware of. Furthermore, the statute of limitations is long past. The Senator had many opportunities to question Kavanaugh during the hearings,
but that would not have accomplished the party’s goal, which is to delay a
confirmation vote until after the November elections, during which they
are hoping to take control of the Senate. An un-provable, un-defendable
accusation, about a the 17 year old, 35 years after the fact, that conveniently is brought up by the accuser, in obvious concert with a US Senator,
and the willing cooperation of the media. By the way, the accuser is a pro
-abortion , feminist activist, with many holes in her story, who has been
criticized by her students as being unstable. The judge on the other hand,
has unequivocally denied the charges, as has the man that the accuser has
named as a witness. In addition, he has over 35 women willing to testify
as to his excellent character. Apparently the truth is irrelevant when it is
contrary to your goal. Please pray for a successful end to this process.
Prayer to Saint Michael the Archangel-St. Michael the Archangel, protect
us in battle. Be our defense against the wickedness and snares of the
Devil. May God rebuke him we humbly pray, and do thou, O Prince of
the heavenly hosts, by the power of God, thrust into hell Satan, and all the
evil spirits, who prowl about the world seeking the ruin of souls. Amen.
“Before I formed you in the womb, I knew you…” Jeremiah 1:5

Our Prayer and Action In
Building the City of God
Our Prayer for Financial Well Being is $23,700 in our Sunday
Offerings (which will be a $5,000 increase over our 2017 Weekly
Average):
Sunday Sept. 16, 2018 Collections:
$14,821
Same Week from Last Year:
$19,470
Weekly Average ((to-date)
$18,700
Last Year Weekly Average Was:
$18,210
Our Prayer for Evangelization is an increase of 500 new people
at Sunday Mass (which will be 2,043 people at Sunday Mass):
Mass Attendance on Sun. Sept. 16th
1,338
2018 Average Mass Attendance:
1,302
2017 Average Mass Attendance:
1,535

________________________________________________
Our Prayer for our St Joseph School Enrollment
Is 245 Students (which is an increase of 50 Students):

2017/18 Enrollment is currently:
2018/19 Enrollment:

195
185

Our Prayer for Parish Vocations is 5 new vocations from within
St. Joseph Parish
None as yet, but this is always

in process

Catholic Ministries Appeal
2018 Goal:
Pledged - to - Date
Percentage of Goal

$75,000
$66,935
89%_____________

DO YOU WANT TO BE A CATHOLIC?
Are you interested in more information about the Roman
Catholic Church? Would you like to know more about our
beliefs, traditions, rituals and sacraments?
If you answered “Yes” to any of these questions, we have
a ministry here at St. Joseph’s called RCIA (Rite of Christian
Initiation of Adults).
We prepare you to receive the
sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation and Holy Eucharist.
For more information, contact the parish office in the
rectory at 631-588-8456.

OUR LITURGY
In the first reading, we hear how the wicked plan to revile and
torture the just one, putting God to the test of defending him. In
the second reading, James contrasts the character of those who
have wisdom from above with those who are bound by earthly
things. In the Gospel, Jesus tells his disciples of his impending
death and resurrection. When they fail to understand, he exhorts
them to have an attitude of service to the least among them.

Faster Than a Speeding Bullet…
I wonder how many fans of The Adventures of Superman can recite the rest of this opening monologue to that TV show.
On October 16, Bishop Richard Henning is coming here to celebrate Confirmation with our young people. As we get closer to the date,
you will see red banners in the church with the 7 fold gifts of the Holy Spirit. But before we even get there I will spend time with our
candidates on a retreat day that invites them to look at what other gifts God has given them.
Gifts from God have been very present in my prayers this past week. On Monday our staff gathered and each one answered the
question, “What is your superpower?” In other words, what gifts has God given you that help you most in your life and in your work.
This was a great opportunity for Fr. Vitus to know a little bit more about the very talented team he is working with. But it also gave
each one of us an opportunity to do some reflection and then to “take inventory” of what we have individually and collectively to offer
our community. Our gifts varied widely: joy, patience, the ability to feel deeply, the ability to make others feel good about themselves
and many others. An unexpected joy in this exercise was in our conversations about the gifts we see in others in addition to what they
see in themselves.
On Tuesday and Wednesday the first reading at mass was St Paul speaking about different gifts all helping to build up the Body of
Christ. There had been division among the Corinthians and their celebrations did not live up to the dignity of what they should be. On
Tuesday he reminded them and us that every gift, whether it be one that looks like a real superpower or one that is simpler is from God
and that all of these are for the benefit of all. On Wednesday he reminds us all that the greatest gift from God is love - that is the real
superpower!
As I look back on Monday’s meeting, in light of the readings for the following days, I realize that I was in the presence of a group of
people who are all committed to sharing their gifts with this community in love, and that is what really makes them superpowers.
One of the things many of us noticed about our superpowers is that we really don’t have control over them, they are just part of us.
Superman can decide when to fly. But you can’t turn joy or patience on or off. If you could they would be inauthentic and

could possibly be used to manipulate rather than to serve.
As we all strive to live in loving service, maybe each one of us can look inward to see what superpowers God has
given us and how we use them in love. This could be part of the healing we need in the Body of Christ today!
-Fr Mike

We have been celebrating as a faith community in our church building for
50 years! A lot has happened in that time. Children have been born, gone
through their milestones, and sacramental celebrations; New families have
begun in the celebration of marriage; Old friends have moved away and
new friends have moved in; We have said good bye to loved ones as we
lovingly placed them in God’s arms. The world keeps going around and
we keep growing older, hopefully wiser.
Amidst all these changes in our lives, the building has remained the same
but the church has grown. If you were to look around our church back in
1968, there is a good chance that many of the people would look similar to
you - of European descent. Now, if you look around our church, you can
see many different faces. We have parishioners who were born and grew
up in places like India, Nigeria, Ireland, Poland, Vietnam, Philippines,
Jamaica, Haiti, Peru, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, and

Columbia, just to name a few.
So it is time to celebrate who we are, where we’ve been, and where we are going!
We need your help with this:
Are you a long time parishioner? We need you to share your best memories!
Were you raised in another country and culture? We need you to share your customs!

Do you remember saints from our parish community? We need you to honor them by sharing their name and some
memories about them!
We want to put all of this into a journal to help us celebrate the past, present and hope filled future!
We also plan to have an international food fest (right around Pentecost) as part of our celebration. We will need your help
with this too. So, get out your cook books with favorite recipes from your culture!
Keep an eye out for more information, and opportunities to get involved. Celebrating 50 years of praying together in our
church is a golden opportunity to grow as the Body of Christ together.

BASKET RAFFLE FUNDRAISER
TO BENEFIT THE NEW YORK GIVING DOLL*

Thursday, September 27, 2018
St. Joseph Church (Carew Hall), 45 Church Street, Ronkonkoma
*******************************************************************
Doors open 6:00 pm for viewing and prize selection; Calling starts at 7:30 pm
Door Prizes * Handcrafted Items * Prize Baskets of New Items
Gift Certificates *50/50 Raffle * Grand Prizes * DJ
**************************************************************
$10 Admission per person (cash only please) includes:
Raffle Sheet of 25 General Prize Tickets, plus Door Prize Ticket
Dessert and Coffee (Water Sold Separately)
Additional raffle sheets available at $10 per sheet; Grand Prize Tickets sold separately.
*THE NEW YORK GIVING DOLL IS A NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION WORKING
TO BRING HANDMADE CLOTH DOLLS TO CHILDREN AT TIMES OF SPECIAL
NEED.
mns622@aol.com -- Facebook.com/theNYgivingdoll

FAMILY MASS at St. Joseph
Next Mass: Sunday, October 7 at 10:30AM
HOW CHILDREN CAN GET INVOLVED
Children’s Choir Members
Contact: Mike Keller
MikeKeller@Stjoronk.org

Altar Servers
Contact Ed Grieb
EdGrieb@Stjoronk.org

Lectors
Contact: Anne DiNero
annedinero1@gmail.com

Welcome Greeters
Contact:Michele Nappi
Michele@Stjoronk.org

Gift Bearers
Please speak to the Ushers at Mass

Share Mercy Sunday October 7th
Don’t Forget Your Baby Bottles
On the weekend of Oct. 6th & 7th St. Joseph Parish will be
hosting a Baby Bottle Fundraiser to benefit The Life Center of
Long Island.
The Life Center is a crisis pregnancy center that counsels
women and men who are experiencing an unplanned pregnancy. Did you know that they provide:
Free pregnancy tests
Maternity housing with eligibility requirements
Medical care
Referrals
Cribs
Car Seats
Diapers
...and all other baby items that may be needed
We are asking that you pick up a baby bottle and fill it with
your change. (Make checks out to the Life Center of L.I.)
PLEASE RETURN THE BOTTLES ON
November 3rd & 4th
Let us pray with our whole heart for the lives of our unborn
children

CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOLS OPEN HOUSES
You are invited to explore the benefits of a Catholic High
School Education
Please feel free to visit our schools during the times and dates
listed below.
SEPTEMBER 2018
Sat. 22
11 -1:30
Our Lady of Mercy Academy
Sat. 29
10-1:00
Sacred Heart Academy
Sat. 30
10-1:00
St. Anthony’s High School
OCTOBER 2018
Sat. 13
Sun. 14
Sat. 20
Sun. 21

10-1:00
2-4:30
11-2
1-3:30

Kellenbertg Memorial H.S.
Chaminade High School
Holy Trinity Dioc. High School
St. Dominic High School
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Cub Scout Pack 272
Boy Scout Troop 272
St. Joseph’s Cub Scout Pack 272 and Boy Scout Troop 272
have fun, exciting, educational, character building programs for boys, age 7 through 17 (first Grade and up).
For more information or to enroll your child,
contact Dr. Louis Scotti at 656-8428
or e-mail JoinScouting@StJoRonk.org.

Pack, Troop, and Crew 272 have
a YEAR-ROUND scouting program.

CYO Sport Programs
http://stjoecyosports.com
Baseball:
Intramural (Coed, ages 4-16):
Gene
588-1879
Travel * (Boys)
Vinny
543-4100
Basketball:
Girls (koolmom4d@msn.com)
Debbie
467-6174
Clinic Division (Coed Grades K-2) Nick
585-7723
Boys Grades 3-12)
Vinny
543-4100
Travel*
Vinny
543-4100
Track:
Boys & Girls, Grades K-8
Jerry 585-4048
Soccer :
Intramural Boys & Girls(ages 3-13) Joe 585-0748
jcaiola@fast.net
Travel (LIJSL):
Rob
721-8831
Softball:
Dennis 467-6174

Venturing Events
In Carew Hall after 5:00 PM Mass
Venturing is open to men and women age 14
through 20 who have graduated from 8th
Grade. This year's crew plan is jam packed
with interesting and fun activities here at St.
Joseph's and "off-campus" as well.
Come to our meeting and check it out.
Visit our next meeting:
Sept. 23,2018 Tonight
e-mail: Crew272@StJoRonk.org
phone: Advisor Mike Keller (631) 872-7675

What did you do this weekend?

Savannah Alison Felser
Korra Rea Goldsborough
Salvatore Joseph Guarino

Faced with a Drinking Problem?
Perhaps
Alcoholics Anonymous Can Help.
“Heart of the Lake” - AA Group
Meets here at St. Josephs R.C. Church
In the basement of the Rectory (entrance in rear)
Wednesday Evening @ 7:30 - 8:45 pm
And
Saturday Afternoon @ 2:00 - 3:15 pm
“The Only Requirement for Membership
Is a desire to stop drinking.”

Wesley Michael Melfi
Anna Liese Rose Somfleth

REMEMBER THOSE WHO HAVE DIED
Marie Martins, Joseph Simone, Irene Weingartner,
Alice Pappas

our deceased soldiers and all of our
deceased relatives and friends.
Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord and let perpetual light
shine upon them. May they rest in peace.. May their souls and
all the souls of the faithful departed rest in peace. Amen

