September 30, 2018 — Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time

September 30, 2018
Serving Your Sacramental Needs
The Sacrament of Baptism
The Sacrament is celebrated on Sundays at 1:30 PM and on
the first Saturday of each month. Parents, please call the
parish office to arrange a meeting with a priest.
The Sacrament of Eucharist
See front cover for mass times. If you are sick for an
extended period of time or are homebound, contact the
parish office to have someone bring Communion to you.
The Sacrament of Confirmation
School aged children can prepare for this Sacrament by
contacting our Faith Formation Office. Adults who have
yet to be Confirmed should contact the Parish Office
The Sacrament of Reconciliation
As listed on front cover or call the office to see a priest.
The Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick
This Sacrament is for the living. We celebrate this
Sacrament each Spring and Fall for those who are
chronically ill, advanced in age, or who are about to
undergo surgery or hospitalization. We can arrange the
Sacrament at other times by calling the Parish Office.
Emergencies: Call the office to speak to a priest.
Nighttime emergencies
(631) 538-7219
The Sacrament of Matrimony
Bride or Groom please call the office at least six months
before your desired wedding date to begin preparations for
marriage. Please make contact with the parish before
making other wedding day plans!
The Sacrament of Holy Orders
If you feel called to serve in the church as a priest deacon
or in consecrated religious life, call the office to speak to
one of the priests or deacons for guidance.
Interested in possibly becoming Catholic?
Contact the rectory to arrange a meeting to discuss your
questions. We have classes to help people learn about our
faith and decide if becoming Catholic is best for you. This
whole process of inquiry and potential conversion is called
RCIA—The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults.
We will respect your personal journey with God!

Altar Bread & Wine
In Memory of
Alice & Joseph Rau
Requested by
Ann Festa
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Mass Intentions for the Week
Sunday September 30 (Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time)
7:00
Cornelius J. Dunleavy (Loving Wife Anne)
9:00
Ralph Carrella (Karen & Roy Dujat)
10:30 John Cady (Cathy & Norm West)
12:00 Christina DiFranco (Barbara Cutrone), Mass of
Thanksgiving (Sh8irley Poulard), Maria Lopes Martins
(Ellenita Mattera), Irene Weingartner (The Fehringer
Family), For the People of the Parish
5:00 Angeline Berarducci (Cub Scout Pack 272)
Monday, October 1
7:00 Mary Conforti (Jeanne & Sean Kolarik)
9:00 Araceli Manalo (Loving Children)
Tuesday, October 2
7:00 William Arabio (Loving Family)
8:45 Edward Jones (Loving Wife Joanne Jones)
Wednesday, October 3
7:00 Ourania Pallace (Loving Family)
9:00 Godofredo Alcantara (Loving Wife, Son & Grandson)
Thursday, October 4
7:00 For the People of the Parish
9:00 Vincent & Eric (LIVING) (Loving Mom)
Friday, October 5
7:00
For the People of the Parish
9:00
Walter Martin (Lou & Mary Scotti)
Saturday, October 6
8:00
Angelo & Marie DeFilippo (Marie DeFilippo)
5:00
Susan Bitonti (Loving Family), Kurt Schneider
(Jim & Cathy Foy), Bryan Kruck (The Ross-Delaney
Family), Frances & Michael Marscovetera (Loving
Family), William Wood (Carol Michaels)
Sunday, October 7 (Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time)
7:00
Arthur Anthony Faverio (The DeMauro Family)
9:00
Frances Colletti (Christa Sinha), Joseph C. Simone
(Annette & John Donnadio), For the People of the Parish
10:30 Agnes Ludwigson (The Catholic Daughters)
12:00 Arlene Ambrosecchia (The Clahane Family)
5:00 Naida Benitez (The Kunze Family)
6:30 Spanish Mass

Thanks to all who helped make the installa- tion mass a wonderful celebration for the parish of St. Frances Cabrini. It was nice to
see so many people and the warm welcome the many visitors received.
Special thanks to the Catholic Daughters of the Americas and the
Columbiettes for the refreshments that were served. I know everyone
who attended enjoyed the day. May God’s blessings be with all of you.
Fr. Gil

OUR LITURGY
Joshua protests to Moses in our first reading that two men who
were not present when the Spirit of God came and rested upon
the elders should not be prophesying. In the second reading,
James tells us what happens to the things of this world. In the
Gospel, John says to Jesus that someone not in their company
was using the power of his name, and Jesus replies, whoever is
not against us is for us.
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Respect Life
Our Purpose and the Church’s Historical Teaching on Abortion
Why does this article appear each week in our parish’s bulletin? Why,
after 46 years of law legalizing abortion do we, as Catholics, refuse to
accept this situation? At what point do we say “it is what it is, abortion is
legal, and there is nothing we can do about it?” The answer to these questions can be frustrating, and we can feel isolated in our beliefs. Hold
tightly to the Church, because the Church gives us the answer, and the
answer is simple. The answer has always been simple. It is so simple
that a child inherently knows what the answer is. Abortion is wrong, and
evil, and we fight because it is the right thing to do. We will never stop
fighting until abortion is again recognized for what it is; sin. Slavery was
legal, Jim Crow was legal, women being treated as second class citizens,
or even property, was legal. But these things were not just. These things
in some case were legal for thousands of years. But they were wrong and
they were evil, and people fought, and died to correct them. The Church’s
teaching on abortion has been consistent since the beginning of its history, and we, as Catholics, are morally obligated to oppose it, just as we are
obligated to oppose all sin.
According to the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops’ document The Church’s Constant Teaching, the church has condemned procured abortion since the 1st century, or the earliest days of the Church.
Although this teaching is disputed by some members of academia, the
evidence is very compelling that this teaching is both accurate, and true.
Many of the Church fathers wrote about the evils of abortion, including
such documents as the Didache, the Epistle of Barnabas, the Apocalypse
of Peter, and other writings by Tertullian, Athengoras of Athens, Clement
of Alexandria, and Basil of Caesare. Contrary to traditional Greek teachings of the time, the early Church made no distinctions between “formed”
and “unformed” fetuses. In the 4th and 5th centuries, writers such as
Gregory of Nyssa, and Maximus the Confessor taught that life began at
conception. Saint Augustine vigorously condemned the practice of induced abortion as a crime in any stage of pregnancy. St. John Chrysostom and St. Caesarius of Arles, and later Church councils, condemned
abortion as gravely wrong. While there has been some level of theological and philosophical wrestling over some specifics regarding abortion,
the teaching has always been the same; abortion at any point in pregnancy
is gravely wrong, and gravely evil.
The teaching is that the Catholic Church opposes all forms of abortion
procedures whose direct purpose is to destroy a zygote, blastocyst, embryo or fetus since human life must be respected and protected absolutely
from the moment of conception. From the first moment of their existence, a human being must be recognized as having the rights of a person,
among which is the inviolable right of every innocent being to life.
We are fortunate to be in a parish so supportive of our efforts, and we
would like to take this opportunity to thank Father Mike for his constant
and unwavering support for the Respect Life Committee. Thanks Father
Mike!
Please take a moment to pray for an end to abortion, and remember also,
to pray for the victims of this sin, the families of abortion. They need our
prayers!
Prayers to Saint Michael the Archangel- St. Michael the Archangel, protect us in battle. Be our defense against the wickedness and snares of the
Devil. May God rebuke him we humbly pray, and do thou, O Prince of
the heavenly hosts, by the power of God, thrust into hell Satan, and all the
evil spirits, who prowl about the world seeking the ruin of souls. Amen.
“Before I formed you in the womb, I knew you…” Jeremiah 1:5

Our Prayer and Action In
Building the City of God
Our Prayer for Financial Well Being is $23,700 in our Sunday
Offerings (which will be a $5,000 increase over our 2017 Weekly
Average):
Sunday Sept. 23, 2018 Collections:
$14,838
Same Week from Last Year:
$17,639
Weekly Average ((to-date)
$16,723
Last Year Weekly Average Was:
$18,210
Our Prayer for Evangelization is an increase of 500 new people
at Sunday Mass (which will be 2,043 people at Sunday Mass):
Mass Attendance on Sun. Sept. 23rd
1,166
2018 Average Mass Attendance:
1,268
2017 Average Mass Attendance:
1,535

________________________________________________
Our Prayer for our St Joseph School Enrollment
Is 245 Students (which is an increase of 50 Students):

2017/18 Enrollment is currently:
2018/19 Enrollment:

195
184

Our Prayer for Parish Vocations is 5 new vocations from within
St. Joseph Parish
None as yet, but this is always

in process

Catholic Ministries Appeal
2018 Goal:
Pledged - to - Date
Percentage of Goal

$75,000
$66,935
89%_____________

America Needs Fatima’s
Public Rosary Rally
Saturday, October 13, 2018
12:00 PM

St Patrick’s Church
280 E. Main St. (near road)
Smithtown, NY
Please come and pray with us for the
future of America
All are welcome
(Bring Lawn Chair)

Vocation News
Hi! I am Jonathan Pham, a seminarian studying to be a priest for the Diocese of Rockville Centre. I grew up
in Ronkonkoma going to St. Joseph Church and attending St. Joseph School from Pre-K to 8th grade. I had
a wonderful time learning about my faith and growing in my relationship with Christ. Following grammar
school, I went to Chaminade High School. Those four years of high school fostered a desire in my heart to
serve the Church and her people as a priest. Mary led me closer to her Son, present in the Eucharist.
Through prayer and discernment, I felt called to enter the seminary, and I am now in my 4th year of
formation at Theological College in Washington, DC. I ask you to please pray for the seminarians and me
as we continue on this formation journey towards the priesthood.
If you or someone you know thinks they are called to the priesthood or religious life, why not reflect upon
the Gospel story from Mark 8 where Christ says, “Whoever wishes to come after me must deny himself, take up his cross, and follow
me. For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake and that of the gospel will save it.” Christ
calls for a constant renewal and extends the invitation for us to be imitators of Christ. Are you willing to follow Him?
If you would like to contact me, my email is jpjopham2@gmail.com and my address is Theological College (401 Michigan Ave, NE
Washington, DC 20017). Know of my prayers for all of you, and please pray for me.

Come Holy Spirit!

October is Respect Life Month

Bishop Richard Henning (who did some of his formation in St
Joseph) is returning to our parish on Tuesday, October 16 to
celebrate Confirmation.
Please pray for our Confirmation candidates, that their hearts
will be open to the gift of the Spirit of Jesus risen from the
dead. Let’s also pray for our entire church, that the gift of the
Spirit brings us healing and renewal!

Please join us in our Annual Baby Bottle Project in October.
Bottles will be distributed next Sunday. Use them as a reminder
to pray for greater respect for life. If you have any change at the
end of the day, please put it in the bottle and bring the bottle
back the first weekend in November. We will count the money
and send it to The Life Center.
Thank you for sharing this work of mercy!

We have been celebrating as a faith community in our church building
for 50 years! A lot has happened in that time. Children have been born,
gone through their milestones, and sacramental celebrations; New
families have begun in the celebration of marriage; Old friends have
moved away and new friends have moved in; We have said good bye to
loved ones as we lovingly placed them in God’s arms. The world keeps
going around and we keep growing older, hopefully wiser.
Amidst all these changes in our lives, the building has remained the
same but the church has grown. If you were to look around our church
back in 1968, there is a good chance that many of the people would look
similar to you - of European descent. Now, if you look around our
church, you can see many different faces. We have parishioners who
were born and grew up in places like India, Nigeria, Ireland, Poland,
Vietnam, Philippines, Jamaica, Haiti, Peru, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, and Columbia, just to name a few.
So it is time to celebrate who we are, where we’ve been, and where we are going!
We need your help with this:
Are you a long time parishioner? We need you to share your best memories!
Were you raised in another country and culture? We need you to share your customs!
Do you remember saints from our parish community? We need you to honor them by sharing their name and some
memories about them!
We want to put all of this into a journal to help us celebrate the past, present and hope filled future!
We also plan to have an International Food Fest (right around Pentecost) as part of our celebration. We will need your
help with this too. So, get out your cook books with favorite recipes from your culture!
Keep an eye out for more information, and opportunities to get involved. Celebrating 50 years of praying together in our
church is a golden opportunity to grow as the Body of Christ together.

St. Jo-

has purchased a gift for you!

seph's

Enjoy a free subscription to formed.org - an incredible online gateway to the best Catholic content, all in one place!
formed.org This wonderful website has been called a “Catholic Netflix.” FORMED has inspiring movies and video based studies, audio
talks and e-books from the Church's most compelling speakers and authors. To create an account, simply follow the directions below:
Visit: stjosephronkonkoma.formed.org
1. Fill out your name, email, and zip code.
2. In the “PASSWORD” box, create a password that is 8 characters long. PLEASE NOTE: One must be a number and one must be a
special character (ie, ! @ # $ %)
3. Retype the password in the “CONFIRM PASSWORD” box
4. Select the check box next to “I have read and understood the Terms of Service and Privacy Policy”
5. Click “CREATE ACCOUNT”
You will now have a Formed.org account!
Formed.org will send you an email to confirm you have created an account.
To log in to Formed.org:
1. Go to the website http://stjosephronkonkoma.formed.org
2. Click the word "LOGIN" in the top right corner.
3. Add in your email and password
4. Click "SUBMIT"
Be sure to bookmark stjosephronkonkoma.formed.org so you can access St. Joseph's Community page and all Formed.org has to offer.
You can also download the Formed.org app from the app store and use the login of the account you just created to access the content on
the go!
Please note, our Parish Code is: D7KDY7

Confirmation Candidate
Christian Service Opportunity
It’s that time of year again and St. Joseph Garden Ministry
invites you to lend a hand with the Autumn Clean-up.
You can help prepare the flower beds for the winter ahead!
Saturday, October 20, 2018 11:00am
Meet Fran Llanes on the front lawn of the Rectory.
Bring a pair of garden gloves & wear old clothes!
Have this notice signed by Fran Llanes after the clean-up
Confirmation Candidate name below (print clearly)
____________________________
____________________________
Signature of Fran Llanes
St. Joseph Garden Ministry

FAMILY MASS at St. Joseph
Next Mass: Sunday, October 7 at 10:30AM
HOW CHILDREN CAN GET INVOLVED

LI COA-

LITION
FOR LIFE PRESENTS:
21st ANNUAL STAND UP FOR LIFE
Sunday, October 7, 2018
2:00-3:30 PM (Rain or Shine)

Along Route 110 and Route 25, Huntington, LI
SUFL> East - LIE< Exit 70S, County Rd. 111, Manorville, LI
(Manorville: Please park as directed by SUFL Captains.)
We are two of over 1800 sites throughout the US and Canada on
this day! (Signs are provided along the route at each site - no
graphic signs permitted) All are welcome. We stand (this is not
a march) united along these buy roads in a peaceful, prayerful
witness to the sanctity of life! Bring your family, friends,
coworkers, neighbors and join us for the largest annual pro-life
event on Long Island.
Your presence sends a positive message

Share Mercy Sunday October 7th
Don’t Forget Your Baby Bottles
On the weekend of Oct. 6th & 7th St. Joseph Parish will be
hosting a Baby Bottle Fundraiser to benefit The Life Center of
Long Island.
The Life Center is a crisis pregnancy center that counsels
women and men who are experiencing an unplanned pregnancy. Did you know that they provide:
Free pregnancy tests
Maternity housing with eligibility requirements
Medical care
Referrals
Cribs
Car Seats
Diapers
...and all other baby items that may be needed
We are asking that you pick up a baby bottle and fill it with
your change. (Make checks out to the Life Center of L.I.)
PLEASE RETURN THE BOTTLES ON
November 3rd & 4th
Let us pray with our whole heart for the lives of our unborn
children

Children’s
Choir Members
Contact: Mike
Keller
MikeKeller@St
joronk.org

Lectors
Contact: Anne
DiNero
annedinero1@gmail.com

Altar Servers
Contact Ed Grieb
EdGrieb@Stjoronk.org

Welcome Greeters
Contact:Michele Nappi
Michele@Stjoronk.org

Gift Bearers
Please speak to the Ushers at Mass

St. Regis Columbiettes
Fall Yard Sale
Sunday, October 14, 2018 9-5
At
St Regis Knights of Columbus
2850 Pond Rd
Ronkonkoma, NY
Admission: Free - All Welcome
Table Fees:
Yard Sale Table:
Craft Vendor Fee:

$20 Per Table
$25 Per Table

Deadline for Table Reservations: October 1st. For more information or table reservations contact Vivian @ 631-588-2453.
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Cub Scout Pack 272
Boy Scout Troop 272
St. Joseph’s Cub Scout Pack 272 and Boy Scout Troop 272
have fun, exciting, educational, character building programs for boys, age 7 through 17 (first Grade and up).
For more information or to enroll your child,
contact Dr. Louis Scotti at 656-8428
or e-mail JoinScouting@StJoRonk.org.

Pack, Troop, and Crew 272 have
a YEAR-ROUND scouting program.

CYO Sport Programs
http://stjoecyosports.com
Baseball:
Intramural (Coed, ages 4-16):
Gene
588-1879
Travel * (Boys)
Vinny
543-4100
Basketball:
Girls (koolmom4d@msn.com)
Debbie
467-6174
Clinic Division (Coed Grades K-2) Nick
585-7723
Boys Grades 3-12)
Vinny
543-4100
Travel*
Vinny
543-4100
Track:
Boys & Girls, Grades K-8
Jerry 585-4048
Soccer :
Intramural Boys & Girls(ages 3-13) Joe 585-0748
jcaiola@fast.net
Travel (LIJSL):
Rob
721-8831
Softball:
Dennis 467-6174

Venturing Events
In Carew Hall after 5:00 PM Mass
Venturing is open to men and women age 14
through 20 who have graduated from 8th
Grade. This year's crew plan is jam packed
with interesting and fun activities here at St.
Joseph's and "off-campus" as well.
Come to our meeting and check it out.
Visit our next meeting:
Sept. 30, 2018
Tonight
e-mail: Crew272@StJoRonk.org
phone: Advisor Mike Keller (631) 872-7675

What did you do this weekend?

Alexander Mark Angelo
James Peter Beaury
Faced with a Drinking Problem?
Perhaps
Alcoholics Anonymous Can Help.
“Heart of the Lake” - AA Group
Meets here at St. Josephs R.C. Church
In the basement of the Rectory (entrance in rear)
Wednesday Evening @ 7:30 - 8:45 pm
And
Saturday Afternoon @ 2:00 - 3:15 pm
“The Only Requirement for Membership
Is a desire to stop drinking.”

Ava Hernandez-Moravian
Cooper Anthony Longobardi
Salena Michaela Velilla

PRAY FOR THE SICK

___________________________________
Name of person who is ill
_____________________________
_________________________
Person making this request:
Relationship to ill person
(Friends can be placed on the silent prayer list only)

