October 14, 2018 — Twenty-Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time

October 14, 2018
Serving Your Sacramental Needs
The Sacrament of Baptism
The Sacrament is celebrated on Sundays at 1:30 PM and on
the first Saturday of each month. Parents, please call the
parish office to arrange a meeting with a priest.
The Sacrament of Eucharist
See front cover for mass times. If you are sick for an
extended period of time or are homebound, contact the
parish office to have someone bring Communion to you.
The Sacrament of Confirmation
School aged children can prepare for this Sacrament by
contacting our Faith Formation Office. Adults who have
yet to be Confirmed should contact the Parish Office
The Sacrament of Reconciliation
As listed on front cover or call the office to see a priest.
The Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick
This Sacrament is for the living. We celebrate this
Sacrament each Spring and Fall for those who are
chronically ill, advanced in age, or who are about to
undergo surgery or hospitalization. We can arrange the
Sacrament at other times by calling the Parish Office.
Emergencies: Call the office to speak to a priest.
Nighttime emergencies
(631) 538-7219
The Sacrament of Matrimony
Bride or Groom please call the office at least six months
before your desired wedding date to begin preparations for
marriage. Please make contact with the parish before
making other wedding day plans!
The Sacrament of Holy Orders
If you feel called to serve in the church as a priest deacon
or in consecrated religious life, call the office to speak to
one of the priests or deacons for guidance.
Interested in possibly becoming Catholic?
Contact the rectory to arrange a meeting to discuss your
questions. We have classes to help people learn about our
faith and decide if becoming Catholic is best for you. This
whole process of inquiry and potential conversion is called
RCIA—The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults.

Page 3

Mass Intentions for the Week
Sunday, October 14 (Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time)
7:00
Peter Conlon (Loving Family)
9:00
Gina Rossi (The Antonucci Family)
10:30 Fredrick Foley (Edward & Kathy Reass), Anthony
Guglielmo (Martin Debobes), Jim Brady (The Sauber
Family)
12:00 Marie Imbesi (The Rainone Family)
5:00 Misael Ramos (Joyce & Joe Ando)
Monday, October 15
7:00 For the People of the Parish
9:00 Suzie Sanita (Kathleen & Kevin Halleran)
Tuesday, October 16
7:00 For the People of the Parish
9:00 James Burns (Joanne Fahey)
Wednesday, October 17
7:00 Joseph & Helen Onufrak (Loving Family)
9:00 Noreen Jaconetti (The Jaconetti Family)
Thursday, October 18
7:00 For the People of the Parish
9:00 Frederick Foley (Dona Feass)
Friday, October 19
7:00
Mary Jo L’Ambrose (Nancy & Joette)
9:00
Jeannie Hannon (Jean & Norman Kalish & Family)
Saturday, October 20
8:00
Amanda Abbate (The Clahane Family)
5:00
The Altamore & Bagliere Families (The Altamore &
Burnett Families), Ed Nachoff (Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Erato),
Nancy Miller (Carolyn Maliadis), Mr. Samtucci (The
Capodieci Family), MaryAnn Olivieri & Police Officer
Joseph Olivieri Jr. (Joseph Olivieri Sr.)
Sunday, October 21 (Twenty-Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time)
7:00
For the People of the Parish
9:00
Dec’d. Mbrs. of St. Regis K of C & Columbiettes)
10:30 Jose Martins (Loving Family)
12:00 Barbara Rizzi (The Hatzmann & Weinisch Families), Mass
Of Thanksgiving (Harry Pasquarella), Patricia Wanser
(The Zilinskas Family), Alice Pappas (Tony DeLouisa
& Family), Jim Brady (Jacqi Berman), Antonina Digiacomo
(Walter & Gail)
5:00 Robert O’Brien (The Murphy Family)
6:30 Spanish Mass

We will respect your personal journey with God!

Altar Bread & Wine
In Memory of
George & Mary Rau
Requested by
Ann Festa

REMEMBER THOSE WHO HAVE DIED
Rosaria Salvato, Ann Keller, Jane Luise
Lance McPeck, Lawrence McPeck, Richard Luciani
our deceased soldiers and all of our
deceased relatives and friends.
Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord and let perpetual light shine
upon them. May they rest in peace.. May their souls and all the souls
of the faithful departed rest in peace. Amen
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Respect Life
Arguing the Pro-Life Position, Part One
My Body, My Choice
One of the most popular pro-abortion arguments is “my body, my
choice.” We commonly hear “why are you pushing your morals on me,”
or “keep your laws out of my body,” or “if you don’t like abortion, don’t
have one,” or “the baby doesn’t have the right to use the mother’s body
for nine months.”
It is a scientific fact that a pre-born baby is not part of the mother’s body;
therefore the decision to abort that child does not involve one body, but
two distinct human beings. So, when a mother to be declares her right to
an abortion based on “my body, my choice,” she is ignoring the facts of
life, and of medical science. Additionally, since half the abortions performed are on pre-born females, there is a 50 percent chance she is taking away a “woman’s right to choose” from her unborn daughter.
“Why are you pushing your morals on me?”/”Keep your laws out of
my body!”
We hear the argument that morality cannot be legislated. Of course any
sober reflection would deem that argument as uninformed at best, as that
is one of the primary functions of law. Why is it illegal to steal, or to
kill, or to beat children? Because these things are morally wrong. Government exists to create laws which protect morality, and by doing so,
protects its citizens. If a parent chose to beat their child, we would not
say that this is an issue that the government should not be involved in.
We would want then government to step in and protect the child.

Our Prayer and Action In
Building the City of God
Our Prayer for Financial Well Being is $23,700 in our Sunday
Offerings (which will be a $5,000 increase over our 2017 Weekly
Average):
Sunday Oct. 7, 2018 Collections:
$17,412
Same Week from Last Year:
$19,133
Weekly Average ((to-date)
$16,945
Last Year Weekly Average Was:
$18,210
Our Prayer for Evangelization is an increase of 500 new people
at Sunday Mass (which will be 2,043 people at Sunday Mass):
Mass Attendance on Sun. Sept. 30th
1,361
2018 Average Mass Attendance:
1,293
2017 Average Mass Attendance:
1,535

________________________________________________
Our Prayer for our St Joseph School Enrollment
Is 245 Students (which is an increase of 50 Students):

2017/18 Enrollment is currently:
2018/19 Enrollment:

195
184

Our Prayer for Parish Vocations is 5 new vocations from within

“The baby doesn’t have the right to use the mother’s body for nine
months”
This is an extremely dangerous point of view, whose logical extension, if
left uncontested, will eventually lead to euthanasia, as we are seeing
more and more in Europe. This argument boils down to dependency (see
Scott Klusendorf), and the summation of the argument is that we get to
decide whether or not we kill someone based on the degree of their dependency. The argument has already been put forward by at least one
member of academia that a child is not a human being until an age of self
awareness is met (by the way, the arbitrary age this academic chose is 4),
and a parent should have a right to kill that child up until that age (see
Peter Singer, Professor of Ethics and Moral Philosophy, Rutgers University). Infants, toddlers, adolescents, teenagers, the elderly, the disabled,
and the sick are all dependent on society, and moral thought has always
taught us that the measure of a society is how these groups are treated,
particularly the youngest, the oldest, and the sickest. The simple fact
that this issue needs to be discussed is evidence of the degree of evil that
has pervaded our country.
“If you don’t like abortion, don’t have one”
The least thoughtful of these arguments, it can be refuted by simply applying any immoral act to the statement, i.e. if you don’t like murder,
don’t murder anyone. The bumper sticker statement immediately collapses on itself.
The Respect Life Committee wishes you a safe and blessed week!

PRAY FOR THE SICK

___________________________________
Name of person who is ill
_____________________________
_________________________
Person making this request:
Relationship to ill person
(Friends can be placed on the silent prayer list only)

OUR LITURGY
In the Book of Wisdom, Solomon sees beyond the beauties and
attractions of this world and chooses the eternal values of
wisdom and prudence. In the second reading, we learn of the
keen edge of the word of God. In the Gospel, a rich young man
is hampered by his wealth from responding to the call to follow
Jesus.

“Before I formed you in the womb, I knew you…” Jeremiah 1:5

Defensive Driving
Please join us on Monday, October 15, 2018 from
6:30 to 7:30 for The Rosary - Holy Hour
for Life

The defensive driving course will be offered at
St. Joseph Church on Saturday, November 3,
2018 in Carew Hall from 8:30 am to 3:00 pm. Fee
is $45. Please call the rectory at 588-8456 to
reserve your place. Make checks payable to St.
Joseph Church.

By Our Loving Service…

Today is a Big Day in the Catholic Church

Last weekend I spoke at all the masses, just to thank everyone
for your loving service and works of mercy throughout the
year, and for the care you are taking in maintaining and
beautifying our prayer space and grounds. Saturday night and
Sunday morning were very good for me - reflecting on these
things really touched my heart and gave me tremendous joy.
After the morning masses, I started with my piles of other
work and got a little caught up in the responsibilities - they
started to weigh me down and I started to let them ruin the
good mood in which the day had begun. I went to King
Kullen to do some shopping for the house and my mind was
still caught up in the downers.
But an amazing work of mercy changed things…
I got on line to check out, and was bagging my groceries and
the cashier even told me the total (over $60). Then I see the
cashier starting to put other stuff through on my order. I said,
“That’s not mine!” But the man in line behind me said,
“That’s okay, I got you covered.” “What?” “I got you
covered. I’m paying for yours.”
Holy Smoke! I don’t think I have ever experienced anything
like that before. I thanked him and shook his hand, then
realized that a handshake just wasn’t enough and hugged him
telling him that he just helped me get out of the beginnings of
a bad mood. We both smiled as he said, “I bet if you knew
this would happen, you probably would have bought more
stuff right?”
I will write God a little note about this experience in our Book
of Prayer Intentions and Works of Mercy. This simple gesture
will be brought to the altar every time we gather for Eucharist.
Remember, Eucharist means Thanksgiving, and I will be
thanking God for this experience for quite a while.
Who knew that the City of God could be built in a
supermarket?
- Fr Mike
Whatever you do for the least of my brothers and sisters,
you do for me. (Mt 25:40)

Two holy men in our church are formally being canonized as
saints today: Pope Paul VI, and Archbishop Oscar Arnulfo
Romero.
Pope Paul VI continued the work of Pope John XXIII in the
Second Vatican Council which “opened the windows of the
church” so that fresh air could come in and the message of the
gospel could go out farther. The aggiornomento, or updating of
the church that was the work of the council is still happening. It is
said that it takes 100 years for the work of a council to really take
hold in the church.
Oscar Romero was named archbishop of El Salvador by Pope Paul
VI in 1977. He was a man of books who soon became a man of
the people. He walked with the people through very challenging
times in El Salvador, calling for a stop to the oppression and
killing of the poor in his country. He was a pastor who had the
smell of his sheep. He eschewed much of the perks that come
with being archbishop. He lived simply in a small apartment on
the grounds of the Hospital of Divina Providencia, a cancer
hospital that served the poor of the country.
On March 24, 1980, as he celebrated mass in the chapel of the
hospital, he was shot and killed. Unlike it was presented in the
movie “Romero”, he was shot while preparing the altar to receive
the gifts of bread and wine. Eighteen years later, a witness to his
death told a group I was with that the people of El Salvador have
come to understand that in that moment, it was as if God said to
him, “No Oscar. Today you are not offering the bread and wine
for your people. Today, you are the sacrifice.”
As our church faces many challenges today, maybe we could all
ask these two saints to intercede for us:
St. Paul VI, please ask God to send His Spirit of renewal and
healing through the window you helped open in our church.
St. Oscar Romero, please ask God to call us all on a journey of
faith similar to yours - one that moves us deeper and deeper into
our hearts, so that we may serve God by serving the blessed poor.
- Fr Mike

Start Searching Your Memory
As we mark 50 years of praying together in our church building, we
want to look back and look forward.
Looking Back: We want your parish memories, so start gathering
them in your hearts (and maybe in your old photo albums).
Looking forward: We know we are a multi-cultural parish, so we
want to invite all of our parishioners who grew up in another country
or culture, to gather your memories and stores as well. We will
collect them all and put them on our social media as well as in a
journal to celebrate the many facets of what it means to be part of
this parish that is truly an expression of the Universal Church.
Knowing about our many cultural experiences of being Catholic will help us to grow in the future! We hope to have a
multi cultural celebration in the spring as we look to our next 50 years of praying together!

THANKSGIVING
That’s right! It’s almost the Holiday Season! Once again, Outreach is asking for your help in providing a
Thanksgiving meal for their clients. Donations of the following would be greatly appreciated: gift certificates
for turkeys, gift cards to grocery stores, stuffing mix, instant potatoes, canned vegetables, cranberries and any
non-perishable fixings. All donations can be left at Church in the basket in the elevator lobby, at the Outreach
Office or the Rectory. Please return items by Nov. 12th. Thank you!

St. Joseph’s Family Halloween Party
St. Joseph's invites you to join us on Saturday, October 27th for our Spooktacular Concert
and Family Halloween Party
Costumes are welcome! Join us at 5 PM Mass and stay for the concert immediately after.
After the concert join us in Carew Hall for some spooky family fun with music, crafts, dinner & sweet treats.
Please use the slip below to RSVP as space is limited.
___________________________________________________________
We will be attending the Family Halloween Party:
Name___________________________________________________________
# of adults_________
# of children_________
Slips can be dropped in the collection baskets, dropped off at the rectory or put in
rectory mail slot.

PRAY FOR OUR TROOPS

SJS ANGEL'S - Varsity & JV CHEER TEAMS
Help Support St. Joseph's Cheer Teams Clothing Drive Out with
the Old - In with the New

__________________________________
Name, Rank and Branch of Service
______________________________
____________________
Person making this request
Relationship to Soldier
(Friends can be placed on the silent prayer list only)

Date: Saturday, October 27, 2018
Time: 10:00am
Location: School Parking Lot by the School Gym
Please donate the following:
New or Used Clothing, Coats, Shoes, Sneakers, Bedding and
Towels
If you can not make it then, please bring items to the rectory.
Information or Questions,
Please contact Jennie Mundy
gmundy@stjoeronkelem.org

Rileyann Grace Alessi
Jianna Sara Wish Alvarez
Gino Robert Baltieri
Lzayah Prince Gonzalez
Giuseppina Guarnera
Reilly Wade
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Cub Scout Pack 272
Boy Scout Troop 272
St. Joseph’s Cub Scout Pack 272 and Boy Scout Troop 272
have fun, exciting, educational, character building programs for boys, age 7 through 17 (first Grade and up).
For more information or to enroll your child,
contact Dr. Louis Scotti at 656-8428
or e-mail JoinScouting@StJoRonk.org.

Pack, Troop, and Crew 272 have
a YEAR-ROUND scouting program.

CYO Sport Programs
http://stjoecyosports.com
Baseball:
Intramural (Coed, ages 4-16):
Gene
588-1879
Travel * (Boys)
Vinny
543-4100
Basketball:
Girls (koolmom4d@msn.com)
Debbie
467-6174
Clinic Division (Coed Grades K-2) Nick
585-7723
Boys Grades 3-12)
Vinny
543-4100
Travel*
Vinny
543-4100
Track:
Boys & Girls, Grades K-8
Jerry 585-4048
Soccer :
Intramural Boys & Girls(ages 3-13) Joe 585-0748
jcaiola@fast.net
Travel (LIJSL):
Rob
721-8831
Softball:
Dennis 467-6174

Faced with a Drinking Problem?
Perhaps
Alcoholics Anonymous Can Help.
“Heart of the Lake” - AA Group
Meets here at St. Josephs R.C. Church
In the basement of the Rectory (entrance in rear)
Wednesday Evening @ 7:30 - 8:45 pm
And
Saturday Afternoon @ 2:00 - 3:15 pm
“The Only Requirement for Membership
Is a desire to stop drinking.”

Venturing Events
In Carew Hall after 5:00 PM Mass
Venturing is open to men and women age 14
through 20 who have graduated from 8th
Grade. This year's crew plan is jam packed
with interesting and fun activities here at St.
Joseph's and "off-campus" as well.
Come to our meeting and check it out.
Visit our next meeting:
October 14, 2018 Tonight
e-mail: Crew272@StJoRonk.org
phone: Advisor Mike Keller (631) 872-7675

What did you do this weekend?

Enjoy a free subscription to FORMED - an incredible
online gateway to the best Catholic content, all in one place!
FORMED has inspiring movies and video based studies, audio
talks and e-books from the Church's most compelling speakers
and authors.
To create an account: Go to stjosephronkonkoma.formed.org
Click “Register” and enter your name, email address, and desired
password.
You’re all ready to access the inspiring and engaging content on
FORMED!

