
November 4, 2018 — Thirty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time 





November 4, 2018 Page 3 

   Mass Intentions for the Week 
Sunday, November 4 (Thirty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time) 

 7:00  Manuel Peneda (John & Harriet Dias) 

 9:00  Genevieve Donohue (Loving Family) 

10:30  Louis Agnese (The Vessa Family), Fred Wengler (Loving 

  Brother), Karl Wuttke (The Kauffman Family), Ann Keller 

  (Joe Gillin & Ann Festa), Stanislaw Lajewski (Loving 

  Daughter & Family), For the People of the Parish 

12:00  Fran, Frank , Bevin & Susan (LIVING) 

  5:00  Bridget Murphy (The Murphy Family) 

Monday, November 5 

  7:00     The Rice Family Members (Nancy & Joette) 

  9:00  Catherine Barbieri (Janet Kramer) 

Tuesday, November 6 

  7:00     Joseph J. Onufrak (Loving Mother) 

  8:45     For the People of the Parish 

 Wednesday, November 7 

  7:00     Elias Arthur Brown Jr. (The Machany Family) 

  9:00     James Burns (Maureen Harkins & Janet Kramer) 

Thursday, November 8 

  7:00     Michael Delaney (Maureen & Kevin) 

  9:00  Ann Keller (The Scotti Family) 

Friday, November 9  

 7:00  Patricia Fahrenholz (Susie, Nancy & Joette) 

 9:00  Ann Keller (Linda & Lorraine) 

Saturday, November 10 

8:00       For the People of the Parish 

5:00  Mario & Theresa Orlandi (Loving Family), Antionette 

  Cosby (The Altamore & Burnett Families), Robert 

  Andrew Cagianese (Anthony & Dorothy Linzy), 

  Anthony Aracci (The Shepherds Table Volunteers) 

  Carlos Roman (Carol & Johnny Kamen) 

Sunday,  Nov. 11 (Thirty-Second  Sunday in Ordinary Time) 

 7:00  James Vann (Loving Family) 

 9:00      Otto Sabatino (Loving Wife & Family) 

10:30  John Cady (Cathleen & Joseph & Son’s) 

12:00  Rose DeLuca (Maryann Dubinsky), Alice Pappas (The 

  Grieb Family), James (Shamus) Burns (Gerry & Rosemary 

  McMenamin), For the People of the Parish 

  5:00  Ann Keller (The Meindl Family) 

  6:30  Spanish Mass   

Serving Your Sacramental Needs 

 
The Sacrament of Baptism 

The Sacrament is celebrated on Sundays at 1:30 PM and on 
the first Saturday of each month.  Parents, please call the 
parish office to arrange a meeting with a priest.   

The Sacrament of Eucharist 

See front cover for mass times.  If you are sick for an 
extended period of time or are homebound, contact the 
parish office to have someone bring Communion to you. 

The Sacrament of Confirmation 

School aged children can prepare for this Sacrament by 
contacting our Faith Formation Office.  Adults who have 
yet to be Confirmed should contact the Parish Office 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation 

As listed on front cover or call the office to see a priest. 

The Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick 

This Sacrament is for the living.  We celebrate this 
Sacrament each Spring and Fall for those who are 
chronically ill, advanced in age, or who are about to 
undergo surgery or hospitalization.  We can arrange the 
Sacrament at other times by calling the Parish Office. 

Emergencies: Call the office to speak to a priest. 

Nighttime emergencies             (631) 538-7219 

The Sacrament of Matrimony 

Bride or Groom please call the office at least six months 
before your desired wedding date to begin preparations for 
marriage.  Please make contact with the parish before 
making other wedding day plans! 

The Sacrament of Holy Orders 

If you feel called to serve in the church as a priest deacon 
or in consecrated religious life, call the office to speak to 
one of the priests or deacons for guidance. 

Interested in possibly becoming Catholic? 

Contact the rectory to arrange a meeting to discuss your 
questions.  We have classes to help people learn about our 
faith and decide if becoming Catholic is best for you.  This 
whole process of inquiry and potential conversion is called 
RCIA—The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults. 
 

We will respect your personal journey with God! 

 Altar Bread & Wine 

 

 

In Memory of 

Carol A. Walsh 

Requested by 

Greg 

 

REMEMBER THOSE WHO HAVE DIED 
 

 Mary Delligatti, Michael C. Ramos, Felicia Heraghty 
Deacon Joseph Dougherty, Deacon Joseph Pagano 

                         our deceased soldiers and all of our  
                           deceased relatives and friends. 

 
Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord and let perpetual light shine 
upon them. May they rest in peace.. May their souls and all the souls 
of the faithful departed rest in peace. Amen 



50th Anniversary Celebration Events… 
50 years ago, the our present church building was in the process of being 
built.  Today, the church, the Body of Christ, continues to be built in and 
through all of us.  As part of our celebration of this building and of being 
church in this community, this year we are asking God’s blessing upon 
each of our ministries in the parish.   

The Knights of Columbus are a fraternity of Catholic men with our prin-
ciples deeply rooted in Charity. St Regis Council, together with our 
Columbiettes and all of our family members are both grateful and proud 
to support our parish and our community when ever and where ever we 
can. Any man interested in learning more about our organization is wel-
come to contact us and join our ranks. Our next blessing will be for the 
Catholic Daughters of America on Sunday, November 11 at the 12 Noon 
mass. 



Let Us Give Thanks to the Lord Our God 

It is Right and Just! 
Mark Your Calendars.  The Christian Churches of 

Ronkonkoma are gathering on: 

Tuesday, November 20 

7:30 PM 

St Mary’s Episcopal Church 

(315 Lake Shore Rd) 

For a Communal Prayer of Thanksgiving 

At the last Supper, Jesus prayed that all his people would 
be one, just as He and the Father are one.  There are still 
issues that get in the way of that complete union 
happening, but there are a few things that unite us - our 
love of the Word of God, and our need to offer thanks and 
praise to God for all the blessings He has bestowed upon 
us. 
This prayer of thanksgiving will be a service of the Word 
and a communal prayer of Thanksgiving.  Clergy and 
community members from different Christian churches in 
Ronkonkoma will be present, and our choirs will combine 
to sing God’s praise with one voice. 

There will be coffee and cake afterwards! 

Employment Opportunity 

Parish of the Holy Cross, Nesconset is looking for a PT 
maintenance worker available for an immediate start. 

25 hours per week, some Sundays necessary, general church 
and grounds maintenance, custodial work, set up and 

breakdown for events, work with business manager on 
general repairs, flexibility in hours, competitive pay rate. 

Send resume to pothc@aol.comor contact Tricia Clarke @ 
631-265-2200. 

Celebrate the Healing Touch of Christ 

Join us for a Mass for Healing Saturday November 10 11:00 AM 
 

Why should I come? 

 The Sacrament of Anointing is a healing sacrament that is often put off in our life until we are near death.  But if it is about healing, 
we should not wait until someone is near death.  All sacraments are for the living. 

 Sometimes, it is not just our body that needs healing, but our heart and our soul.  I can’t tell you how many times people have come 
to confession to “re-confess” sins that have been forgiven years ago.  When asked why they bring it back, people often say that they 
can’t forgive themselves.  If you are in a situation similar to that, maybe your heart and soul need healing. 

 More and more I hear of people who are just tired - grandparents who thought they would enjoy retirement are now caretakers for 
grandchildren, adult children are now in a role reversal where they are caretakers for elderly parents, Parents are working multiple 
jobs while running around taking their children to all their activities.  Maybe we need to bring our exhausted hearts to God for 
healing. 

 Right now  in our church, we are all wounded by the horrors of child sexual abuse and by the greater horror of attempts to cover it 
up.  Perhaps we all need healing from this tremendous wound on the Body of Christ. 

 When St Francis of Assisi was called by God he was told to rebuild my church which, as you can see is falling down.  At times it 
can feel like that is happening to our church today.  In our parish we are called to “build the City of God” and it looks like the task 
today is more rebuild than build.  The church is built by us and from us - we are the living stones of the Body of Christ which is the 
church.  Maybe the best thing we can do to rebuild the church is to invite God into our hearts to bring us healing so that we can all 
be better missionary disciples. 

Last year, we had a mass of healing for anyone who felt that they had been wounded by the church.  It was a beautiful experience of 
prayer.  But only 14 people were there - 11 of them were members of staff or the  parish council. 

It would be a wonderful sign of hope for all of us if all of us could be present for this important experience of prayer.  Together let’s ask 
God for both healing and growth in our church! 

If you can’t come, please put aside some time that day to pray for our parish!       - Fr Mike 

New Office Hours 
We are now open On Monday to Friday 9:00 - 5:00 

Yes we are even open during lunch! 

At all other times the office is closed. 

If you have an appointment with someone, ring the bell - that 
person is waiting for you. 

If you need a priest to anoint someone who is sick, please 
call (631) 538-7219). 

We made the decision to close on Saturdays because there 
was minimal walk-in traffic and minimal phone calls on 

Saturday.  The money we save (your money) will be put to 
better use in ministry. 

Great Minds Discuss Ideas.  Average Minds Discuss Events.  Small Minds Discuss People 

Is there room for your mind to grow? 

mailto:pothc@aol.com


OUR LITURGY 
 

In today’s first reading, we hear Moses reminding us to observe 
the commandments of our Father, especially to love God first. In 
the second reading, we see Jesus as the perfect sacrifice who has 
redeemed us. And in today’s Gospel, Jesus adds the second of 
the two greatest commandments: to love your neighbor as 
yourself. 
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Our Prayer and Action In                 
  Building the City of God 
 

Our Prayer for Financial Well Being is $23,700 in our Sunday  

Offerings (which will be a $5,000 increase over our 2017 Weekly  

Average): 

Sunday Oct. 28, 2018 Collections:     $15,892                             

Same Week from Last Year:     $16,796                  

Weekly Average ((to-date)      $16,745                                         

Last Year Weekly Average Was:     $18,210                                        

Our Prayer for Evangelization is an increase of 500 new people 

 at Sunday Mass (which will be 2,043 people at Sunday Mass): 

Mass Attendance on Sun. Oct. 28th                                    1,375                             

2018 Average Mass Attendance:                                              1,305 

2017 Average Mass Attendance:                                              1,535 

________________________________________________    
Our Prayer for our St Joseph School Enrollment  

Is 245 Students (which is an increase of 50 Students): 

2017/18 Enrollment is currently:                         195 

2018/19 Enrollment to date::                                            184 

 

__________________________________________________________ 

 

Repair & Improvements to Our Parish Building & Grounds: 
 

October Collection                                                                 $5,320 

 

 

 

Scarlett Rose Sears 

Arguing the Pro-Life Position, Part Two 

Personhood : Another popular pro-abortion argument is “It’s not a per-

son/baby.”  The most common comments are “it’s not a person yet,” or 

“it’s a potential life,” or “it’s a blob of cells.”  

The blob of cells argument : The science surrounding human gestation 

and development is becoming clearer each year.  The development of 

new technology has greatly enhanced science’s ability to gather, and 

analyze data.  This fact is making any scientific argument harder and 

harder for the pro-abortion complex to make.  But we have had most of 

the current information for decades, if not longer.  At the moment of 

fertilization a zygote is created.  Critical to this fact is that the zygote has 

DNA provided by both parents, which means that all of the genetic infor-

mation necessary to develop into a full term baby is present.  Gender, 

hair and eye color, size, intelligence, coordination, and any other factor 

you can think of are all determined at that moment.  The baby does not 

magically TURN HUMAN at some nebulous point.  The baby is a dis-

tinct person immediately, separate from the mother.  Science describes 

life as something having the capacity to grow, metabolize, respond to 

stimuli, adapt, and reproduce.  The baby in the zygote form possesses all 

of these qualities.  At no point is this baby an inanimate blob of cells.  

 “It’s a potential Life” : We are either alive, or we are dead.  It seems a 

somewhat silly argument to describe a person as potentially dead, and 

just as silly to describe them as potentially alive.  We either exhibit the 

qualities of life, or we don’t.  The idea of “potential life” presumes that 

something has the ability to, at some point in the future, become alive.  

But as our brief look at the zygote illustrates, life is present instantane-

ously.  There is growth, metabolic activity, responses to various stimuli, 

adaptation to an environment, and the presence of genetic material nec-

essary for reproduction. 

“It’s not a person yet” 

Personhood has traditionally been the crux of the pro-abortion argument.  

If an admission is made that the unborn child is indeed a person, then it 

is harder to justify abortion.  They can argue that when a fetus attains a 

certain size, then it is a person.  But since when does size determine 

value?  Is a toddler less valuable then a teenager?  What size determines 

our personhood, and who determines that?  They can argue that the fetus 

is a person when it can feel pain, but people with certain medical condi-

tions, or under anesthesia, don’t feel pain.  Is it okay to kill them?  They 

can argue that when the baby is born, they are now a person, but why 

does the baby’s physical location or environment determine their person-

hood?  They can argue that you can abort a baby until it reaches viabil-

ity, but as we discussed last week, why does dependency on the mother 

dictate the baby’s right to live.  If dependency determines the right to 

live, then everyone from the age of 18 to 66 do not possess that right, 

and To build the City of God, we need all of His citizens, and not just 

those deemed convenient, or desirable.  Please pray to help end abortion, 

and restore the respect for life to our great nation.  

The Respect Life Committee wishes you a safe and blessed week!  

“Before I formed you in the womb, I knew you…” Jeremiahprobably 

many others. 



THANKSGIVING 
That’s right!  It’s almost the Holiday Season!  Once again, Outreach is asking for your help in providing a 
Thanksgiving meal for their clients.  Donations of the following would be greatly appreciated: gift certificates 
for turkeys, gift cards to grocery stores, stuffing mix, instant potatoes, canned vegetables, cranberries and any 
non-perishable fixings.  All donations can be left at Church in the basket in the elevator lobby, at the Outreach 

Office or the Rectory.  Please return items by Nov. 12th. Thank you! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Parish Halloween Concert and Party were a wonderful success.  We'd like to extend a special thanks to the following: 

• Crafts - Christina Grieb 

• DJ - Mike Baker 

• Spooktacular Organists - Margot Rainone and Timothy Nigro 

• Scouts - Mary Scotti 

• Venturing Crew 272 - Katherine Yamaguchi, Elina, Evan and Thomas 

• Volunteers - Stef Baker, Brittney Biehner, Antony Fabbri, Jill Lombardi, Dave McAteer, Carl Nappi, Laura O'Shea, Patty Picone, 
Andy Reichel, Rosanna Toomey, Diane Woodruff 

We are so blessed to have such generous people help bring together fellowship events such as this one and we have more planned in the 
future! Please join us build the City of God!  Volunteers of all types are welcome (so don't worry if you can't bake!).  New Evangeliza-
tion Events Email: susie@stjoronk.org 









As we mark 50 years of praying together in our church building, 

We want to look back and look forward.  

Looking Back: We want your parish memories, so start gather 

ing them in your hearts (and maybe in your old photo albums).  

Looking forward: We know we are a multi-cultural parish, so  

we want to invite all of our parishioners who grew up in another 

country or culture, to gather your memories and stores as well.  

We will print these stories as we celebrate the many facets of  

what it means to be part of this parish that is truly an expression 

of the Universal Church.  Knowing about our many cultural  

experiences of being Catholic will help us to grow in the future!  
We hope to have a multi cultural celebration next spring as we 

look to our next 50 years of praying together! 
 

   
 

What happens in Poland instead of Halloween— 
A Memory of Poland : The National holidays of All Saints and All Souls Feast Days    

 

                                                           
Submitted by Sylwia Wisti 

 

In Poland, All Saints’ Day (Wszystkich Swietych) on No-
vember 1 and All Souls’ Day (Zaduski) on November 2 are 
very special national holidays.  On November 1, all schools, 
banks, governmental offices and many of the private busi-
nesses are closed.  The atmosphere of All Saints’ Day is ex-
ceptional in Poland. On that day we visit the gravesites of 
our relatives.  We celebrate our deceased ones that have re-
ceived salvation and are now saints. On that day, we spend 
time reflecting on their life.  We slow down and remember 
that our time on this earth is limited.  The crowds on the 
streets are very solemn.  The cemeteries are full of people, 
who sometimes travel long distances to visit their deceased 
relatives.  Family members who do not necessarily see each 
other very often meet at the graves of their loved ones on 
this day. Millions of candles are glowing and flickering on 
the graves.  The candles that are set on the graves are specif-

ically made to burn for many hours.  Supposedly those candles are helping the departing souls find their way 
through the darkness.  People are also bringing flowers and wreaths to the cemeteries.  The military graves have 
the guards who watch over the solemnity.  The young scouts are standing at the national heroes graves. The 
graves are quite different than here, in America.  They are bigger and more individualized.  They differ in their 
richness and design and you don’t see two graves that look the same.  Some are single graves and some family 
vaults.  They are mostly made of granite, marbles or sandstone and often have an engraved picture of the de-
ceased.  Occasionally graves are just covered with dire, but even the most forgotten graves are full of light and 
candles that day.  On the dark side of this holiday is heavy traffic that develops as many people are traveling to 
the cemeteries causing accident statistics to rise.  However, this day is a time of reflection, remembering those 
who passed away, it is a time of hope and prayer.  In the evening the cemeteries look beautiful, full of light and 
glow. 



Order Now! 
               Christmas Wreaths, Grave Blankets and Crosses   

 
Available for pick-up the weekend of December 2nd and 3rd -All orders must be pre-ordered 

 

12” Wreath, Decorated #___ x $25 = ________ 24” x 45” Grave Blanket #____ x $40= ______ Cross 
Balsam #___ x $27 = ________ Total: ____________  

 

Name: _____________________________________ Phone: ___________________ 

Email: _____________________________________  

Drop off this order form in the in collection or to Rectory Office by Sunday, Nov. 18. If you prefer, 
you may order by email: preorder@stjoronk.org If ordering by email, please bring payment on the day of pick up. All 
Wreaths, Blankets and Roping must be preordered. Orders will be available for pick up Saturday 
after Mass, Dec. 2nd and 3rd.  If you have any questions, call (631)588-8456. Thank you!  

Faith Formation News... 
Catechetical Service Award  

presented to Deborah Fertmann 
 

St Joseph Parish congratulates Deborah 
Fertmann as she received a Catechetical 
Service Award  for 25 years of dedicated 
service in the Catechetical Ministry.   

Bishop Robert J. Brennan presided at the 
service at St. Agnes Cathedral on October 
23, 2018.  We give thanks to God for Debo-
rah’s service as a catechist sharing the 
Gospel and the teachings of our Church at 
St. Joseph Parish. 

 

 

 

 

 

The members of St. Regis Council and the residents of The N.Y. State Veterans home wish to say a heartfelt THANK YOU! to you, the 
wonderful parishioners of St. Joseph Church. As a result of your support of the men’s cake sale, a total of approximately $960 was 
raised to provide extra care and comfort to our veterans at Stony Brook. May God  continue to bless the wonderful people of this  

parish. 





 

 

Venturing Events 
In Carew Hall after 5:00 PM Mass 

Venturing is open to men and women age 14 
through 20 who have graduated from 8th 
Grade.  This year's crew plan is jam packed 
with interesting and fun activities here at St. 

Joseph's and "off-campus" as well. 
 

Come to our meeting and check it out. 
 

 Visit our next meeting: 

            November 4, 2018   Tonight   
          e-mail: Crew272@StJoRonk.org 

      phone: Advisor Mike Keller (631) 872-7675 

What did you do this weekend? 

Cub Scout Pack 272 

 Scout Troop 272 

 

St. Joseph’s Cub Scout Pack 272 and  Scout Troop 272  
have fun, exciting, educational, character building pro-
grams for boys and girls, age 7 through 17 (first Grade and 
up).  

 For more information or to enroll your child, 
 contact Dr. Louis Scotti at 656-8428 

or e-mail JoinScouting@StJoRonk.org. 
 

Pack, Troop, and Crew 272 have 

a YEAR-ROUND scouting program. 
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CYO Sport Programs 

http://stjoecyosports.com 

Baseball:    

Intramural (Coed, ages 4-16):      Gene    588-1879 

Travel *  (Boys)         Vinny   543-4100       

Basketball:  

Girls (koolmom4d@msn.com)     Debbie  467-6174 

Clinic Division (Coed Grades K-2)   Nick     585-7723    

Boys Grades 3-12)                 Vinny   543-4100 

Travel*                                       Vinny   543-4100 

Track:     

Boys & Girls, Grades K-8        Jerry    585-4048 

 Soccer : 

Intramural Boys & Girls(ages 3-13)    Joe 585-0748 

                                                              jcaiola@fast.net 

Travel (LIJSL):                                    Rob  721-8831 

Softball:                                              Dennis 467-6174 

Faced with a Drinking Problem? 

Perhaps 

Alcoholics Anonymous Can Help. 

“Heart of the Lake” - AA Group 

Meets here at St. Josephs R.C. Church 

In the basement of the Rectory (entrance in rear) 

Wednesday Evening @ 7:30 - 8:45 pm  

And 

Saturday Afternoon @ 2:00 - 3:15 pm 

“The Only Requirement for Membership  

Is a desire to stop drinking.” 

 

 

 

 

Enjoy a free subscription to FORMED - an incredible 
online  gateway to the best Catholic content, all in one place!   
 

FORMED has inspiring movies and video based studies, audio 
talks and e-books from the Church's most compelling speakers 
and authors.   
 

To create an account:  Go to stjosephronkonkoma.formed.org 

Click “Register” and enter your name, email address, and desired 
password. 
 

You’re all ready to access the inspiring and engaging content on 
FORMED! 

  


