November 11, 2018 — Thirty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time

November 11, 2018
Serving Your Sacramental Needs
The Sacrament of Baptism
The Sacrament is celebrated on Sundays at 1:30 PM and on
the first Saturday of each month. Parents, please call the
parish office to arrange a meeting with a priest.
The Sacrament of Eucharist
See front cover for mass times. If you are sick for an
extended period of time or are homebound, contact the
parish office to have someone bring Communion to you.
The Sacrament of Confirmation
School aged children can prepare for this Sacrament by
contacting our Faith Formation Office. Adults who have
yet to be Confirmed should contact the Parish Office
The Sacrament of Reconciliation
As listed on front cover or call the office to see a priest.
The Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick
This Sacrament is for the living. We celebrate this
Sacrament each Spring and Fall for those who are
chronically ill, advanced in age, or who are about to
undergo surgery or hospitalization. We can arrange the
Sacrament at other times by calling the Parish Office.
Emergencies: Call the office to speak to a priest.
Nighttime emergencies
(631) 538-7219
The Sacrament of Matrimony
Bride or Groom please call the office at least six months
before your desired wedding date to begin preparations for
marriage. Please make contact with the parish before
making other wedding day plans!
The Sacrament of Holy Orders
If you feel called to serve in the church as a priest deacon
or in consecrated religious life, call the office to speak to
one of the priests or deacons for guidance.
Interested in possibly becoming Catholic?
Contact the rectory to arrange a meeting to discuss your
questions. We have classes to help people learn about our
faith and decide if becoming Catholic is best for you. This
whole process of inquiry and potential conversion is called
RCIA—The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults.
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Mass Intentions for the Week
Sunday, November 11 (Thirty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time)
7:00
James Vann (Loving Family)
9:00
Otto Sabatino (Loving Wife & Family)
10:30 John Cady (Cathleen , Joseph & Son’s)
12:00 Rose DeLuca (Maryann Dubinsky), Alice Pappas (The
Grieb Family), James (Shamus) Burns (Gerry & Rosemary
McMenamin), For the People of the Parish
5:00 Bridget Murphy (The Murphy Family)
Monday, November 12
7:00 Robert Scott (Anthony & Myra DeLisio)
9:00 Rose DeLuca (Maryann Dubinsky)
Tuesday, November 13
7:00 Joseph & Helen Onufrak (Loving Family)
8:45 Rose Law (Ann & Robert Elkins & Edward Haughney)
Wednesday, November 14
7:00 Cora Burke (Hope Reno)
9:00 Joseph Sanzeri (Loving Friend)
Thursday, November 15
7:00 Linda Franchi (Bobby Stock)
9:00 Fortunata Cavallaro (Lynn Lucivero)
Friday, November 16
7:00
Josephine Bruzzese (Cynthia & James)
9:00
Mario A. Moreta (Mr. & Mrs. Vicale)
Saturday, November 17
8:00
Barbara & Jerry Andrejkovics-Callahan
(50th Wedding Anniversary)
5:00
George Glessing (Joan & John Bellay, Anthony G. Loiodici
(Michael & Sonia Emilio)
Sunday, Nov. 18 (Thirty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time)
7:00
For the People of the Parish
9:00
Dec’d. Mbrs. of St. Regis K of C & Columbiettes &
Eleanor Kellett), Angelo Montefusco (Marie & George
Hunt & Family), Anthony Aracci (Wed. Soup Kitchen),
Leticia & Saturnino Nieves (Loving Daughter), Felicia
Heraghty (The Louis & Taras Families)
10:30 LCPL Jacob Lamm USMC (Loving Grandparents)
12:00 Gisela Himpler (The Zilinskas Family)
5:00 James J. Cestone (Ivy Olsen & Ciara Chapman)
6:30 Spanish Mass

We will respect your personal journey with God!

Altar Bread & Wine
In Memory of
Mickelson & Williams Families
Requested by
Barbara Mickelson

REMEMBER THOSE WHO HAVE DIED
Kathleen O’Loughlin, Sr. Eilish White
our deceased soldiers and all of our
deceased relatives and friends.
Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord and let perpetual light shine
upon them. May they rest in peace.. May their souls and all the souls
of the faithful departed rest in peace. Amen

St Agnes Medal for Service
A few years ago, Bishop Murphy instituted the St Agnes Medal acknowledging people’s service in parish work. Each year pastors are
asked to nominate a person or a couple who have been involved in service to the parish to receive the medal. Our Parish has had an
interesting history with this medal:
In my first year here, I nominated a child from our school who had done some amazing things for the parish and the school. He had
truly taken to heart the commissioning we hear at the end of mass, “Go in peace, glorifying the Lord by your life.” A few weeks
before the ceremony giving the awards, I was contacted by the bishop’s office and told that a child is not eligible for the award. I
chose to not nominate anyone else that year
Last year our nominee approached me upon finding out about the medal saying, “I don’t need this. I do what I do for Jesus, and not
for any accolades or awards.” No one got the medal last year.
This year I looked at the medal from a different perspective. As we celebrate 50 years of praying together in our church building, we
also look at the church, the Body of Christ, that is being built in and for us.
One very obvious area our parish has grown in the last four years is that we now have an active Hispanic Ministry. As this ministry
began, one couple, Sandra and Arturo Chacon, rose to the top as leaders in the community. They organized Lectors and Extraordinary
Ministers of Holy Communion for our masses, found a music minister, and they write introductions to mass and to every reading at
mass. They have organized Baptism classes and began an RCIA class in Spanish and there will be several Baptisms at our Spanish
Easter Mass this coming year.
One thing that I found very moving about Arturo and Sandra is that, I once referred to them as leaders in the community. They
corrected me by saying, “We aren’t leaders. We are servants.” WOW! I would love it if that were the attitude of everyone in ministry
in our community.
Arturo and Sandra received their medals at a ceremony at St Agnes Cathedral on Sunday October 28.
The way I look at it, this medal for service really belongs to all of us. We are a community of service. I am pretty sure we do our
service out of love for God and one another, and like the person who turned down the medal last year, we only need to know that our
service really does invite others to know Jesus Christ, present in the Word and the breaking of the Bread so they may accept His gift of
salvation.
- Fr Mike
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Respect Life
Arguing the Pro-Life Position, Part Three

Our Prayer and Action In
Building the City of God

The Baby is Unwanted/Unfit
Although this is not the most commonly used argument, it is,
sadly, the number one reason that men and women abort their
children today. The typical arguments are “if a baby has special
needs, they are going to have a tough life, and the family will
really struggle”, and “we need abortion to control the strain on
the planet’s resources” and “I don’t want a child right now; I
can’t afford it”, and “What happens to a baby whose parents are
unfit”. These are only valid arguments if life in the womb is valueless. The abortion advocate can neither define, nor defend this
position if they base their arguments on science or ethics. The
premise of the Pro-Life advocate is that life in the womb’s value
is not based on whether or not the mother and father want the
child, or will make good parents. The child’s value comes from
God. The child is a member of the Human Race, a member of
the world, and God the Father Almighty has endowed that child
with a purpose, and a plan. God has bestowed amazing potential
on that child, and that potential is the same before, or after birth.

Our Prayer for Financial Well Being is $23,700 in our Sunday
Offerings (which will be a $5,000 increase over our 2017 Weekly
Average):
Sunday Nov. 4, 2018 Collections:
$19,205
Same Week from Last Year:
$20,082
Weekly Average ((to-date)
$16,991
Last Year Weekly Average Was:
$18,210
Our Prayer for Evangelization is an increase of 500 new people
at Sunday Mass (which will be 2,043 people at Sunday Mass):
Mass Attendance on Sun. Nov. 4th
1,530
2018 Average Mass Attendance:
1,328
2017 Average Mass Attendance:
1,535

“I don’t want a child right now; I can’t afford it”

________________________________________________

Pro-Life advocate and ethicist Scott Klusendorf trains people
against this argument using a concept he calls “trot out the toddler.” If we agree with science, medicine, ethics, and philosophy,
then we agree that life in the womb is equal to life outside the
womb. So if someone makes the argument that they cannot afford the baby, we have an easy response: “if the mother has a
toddler, why not kill him? The toddler is probably more expensive than the baby anyhow. The mother will save more money
with this solution!”
“If a baby has special needs, they are going to have a tough life,
and the family will really struggle”
Again, if it is alright to abort a child with special needs, simply
because of these needs, why is it not okay to kill toddlers with
these same special needs? The unfortunate element to this argument is that there are a growing number of extremists in our
country who would have no problem with this proposition.

Our Prayer for our St Joseph School Enrollment
Is 245 Students (which is an increase of 50 Students):

2017/18 Enrollment is currently:
2018/19 Enrollment to date::

195
184

__________________________________________________________
Catholic Ministries Appeal:
2018 Goal:

$75,000

Pledged-to-Date

$69,085

Percentage of Goal

92%

“What happens to a baby whose parents are unfit?”
Okay, what about pre-schoolers who are living in those conditions now? If we simply eliminate them we can save them years
of hurt and pain at home. Of course this is a ridiculous proposition. If we discovered a five year old was being abused, we
would not kill the five year old. We would do everything in our
power to protect that child. If that is the case, why would ever be
okay with killing a child before birth because of the potential that
the child would be born into a difficult home?

Adalyn Doolan
Sebastian Muens

Please note that this three part argument series was consolidated
from an article written by Brian Fisher, and published by
www.humancoalition.org.
As Catholics, we are morally obligated to defend life at all its
stages. We are making some progress in our fight. There has
been a decrease in abortions each of the past three years, but we
still have a long way to go. Please consider becoming an active
member of the Respect Life Ministry. We need your help!
The Respect Life Committee wishes you a safe and blessed
week!
“Before I formed you in the womb, I knew you…” Jeremiah 1:5

OUR LITURGY
Daniel heard the word of the Lord describing an end time where
those who sleep will either awake to life everlasting or to
everlasting disgrace. In the second reading we hear that by
Christ’s one sacrifice, we are made perfect. In the
Gospel, Jesus tells of the day that the Son of Man will come in
glory to gather his elect.

Order Now!
Christmas Wreaths, Grave Blankets and Crosses
Available for pick-up the weekend of December 2nd and 3rd -All orders must be pre-ordered
12” Wreath, Decorated #___ x $25 = ________ 24” x 45” Grave Blanket #____ x $40= ______
Cross Balsam #___ x $27 = ________ Total: ____________
Name: _____________________________________ Phone: ___________________
Email: _____________________________________
Drop off this order form in the in collection or to Rectory Office by Sunday, Nov. 11. If you prefer, you
may order by email: preorder@stjoronk.org If ordering by email, please bring payment on the day of pick up. All Wreaths,
Blankets and Roping must be preordered. Orders will be available for pick up Saturday after Mass, Dec.
2nd and 3rd. If you have any questions, call (631)588-8456. Thank you!

THANKSGIVING
That’s right! It’s almost the Holiday Season! Once again, Outreach is asking for your help in providing a
Thanksgiving meal for their clients. Donations of the following would be greatly appreciated: gift certificates
for turkeys, gift cards to grocery stores, stuffing mix, instant potatoes, canned vegetables, cranberries and any
non-perishable fixings. All donations can be left at Church in the basket in the elevator lobby, at the Outreach
Office or the Rectory. Please return items by Nov. 12th. Thank you!

Let Us Give Thanks to the Lord Our God
It is Right and Just!
Mark Your Calendars. The Christian Churches of Ronkonkoma
are gathering on:
Tuesday, November 20
7:30 PM
St Mary’s Episcopal Church
(315 Lake Shore Rd)
For a Communal Prayer of Thanksgiving
At the last Supper, Jesus prayed that all his people would be
one, just as He and the Father are one. There are still issues that
get in the way of that complete union happening, but there are a
few things that unite us - our love of the Word of God, and our
need to offer thanks and praise to God for all the blessings He
has bestowed upon us. This prayer of thanksgiving will be a
service of the Word and a communal prayer of Thanksgiving.
Clergy and community members from different Christian
churches in Ronkonkoma will be present, and our choirs will
combine to sing God’s praise with one voice.
There will be coffee and cake afterwards!

New Office Hours
We are now open On Monday to Friday 9:00 - 5:00
Yes we are even open during lunch!
At all other times the office is closed.
If you have an appointment with someone, ring the bell - that
person is waiting for you.
If you need a priest to anoint someone who is sick, please call
(631) 538-7219).
We made the decision to close on Saturdays because there was
minimal walk-in traffic and minimal phone calls on Saturday.
The money we save (your money) will be put to better use in
ministry.

PRAY FOR THE SICK

___________________________________
Name of person who is ill
_____________________________
_________________________
Person making this request:
Relationship to ill person
(Friends can be placed on the silent prayer list only)
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Cub Scout Pack 272
Scout Troop 272
St. Joseph’s Cub Scout Pack 272 and Scout Troop 272
have fun, exciting, educational, character building programs for boys and girls, age 7 through 17 (first Grade and
up).
For more information or to enroll your child,
contact Dr. Louis Scotti at 656-8428
or e-mail JoinScouting@StJoRonk.org.

CYO Sport Programs
http://stjoecyosports.com
Baseball:
Intramural (Coed, ages 4-16):
Gene
588-1879
Travel * (Boys)
Vinny
543-4100
Basketball:
Girls (koolmom4d@msn.com)
Debbie
467-6174
Clinic Division (Coed Grades K-2) Nick
585-7723
Boys Grades 3-12)
Vinny
543-4100
Travel*
Vinny
543-4100
Track:
Boys & Girls, Grades K-8
Jerry 585-4048
Soccer :
Intramural Boys & Girls(ages 3-13) Joe 585-0748
jcaiola@fast.net
Travel (LIJSL):
Rob
721-8831
Softball:
Dennis 467-6174

Faced with a Drinking Problem?
Perhaps
Alcoholics Anonymous Can Help.
“Heart of the Lake” - AA Group
Meets here at St. Josephs R.C. Church
In the basement of the Rectory (entrance in rear)
Wednesday Evening @ 7:30 - 8:45 pm
And
Saturday Afternoon @ 2:00 - 3:15 pm
“The Only Requirement for Membership
Is a desire to stop drinking.”

Pack, Troop, and Crew 272 have
a YEAR-ROUND scouting program.

Venturing Events
In Carew Hall after 5:00 PM Mass
Venturing is open to men and women age 14
through 20 who have graduated from 8th
Grade. This year's crew plan is jam packed
with interesting and fun activities here at St.
Joseph's and "off-campus" as well.
Come to our meeting and check it out.
Visit our next meeting:
November 11, 2018 Tonight
e-mail: Crew272@StJoRonk.org
phone: Advisor Mike Keller (631) 872-7675

What did you do this weekend?

Enjoy a free subscription to FORMED - an incredible
online gateway to the best Catholic content, all in one place!
FORMED has inspiring movies and video based studies, audio
talks and e-books from the Church's most compelling speakers
and authors.
To create an account: Go to stjosephronkonkoma.formed.org
Click “Register” and enter your name, email address, and desired
password.
You’re all ready to access the inspiring and engaging content on
FORMED!

