
December 2, 2018 — First Sunday of Advent 



December 2, 2018 Page 3 

   Mass Intentions for the Week 
Sunday, Dec. 2 (1st Sunday of Advent) 

 7:00  For the People of the Parish 

 9:00  Donald Kiley (The Antonucci Family) 

10:30  Jeremiah J “Jerry” Nugent (Anthony & Cindy Prisco) 

12:00  Alice Pappas (Jim & Cathy Foy), George McCoy (John 

  & Pat Fennessy), Christine Millar (Village of Islandia), 

  Michael Ramos (Scot & Suzanne Devine), Connie 

  Chiaino (The Leone Family), Arnold Hoffmann 

  (Patty & Gerald Peters) 

  5:00  Ann Keller (Jerry & Patty Peters) 

Monday, Dec. 3 

  7:00     Joseph J. Onufrak (Loving Mother) 

  9:00  Godofredo Alcantara (Loving Wife, Son & Grandson) 

Tuesday, Dec. 4 

  7:00     The Stursberg Family Mbrs. (Nancy & Joette) 

  8:45     Ryan Blair (Loving Parents) 

 Wednesday, Dec. 5 

  7:00     Epifaino Jordan (The Ahmed Family) 

  9:00     Felix Llanes & Family (Loving Wife) 

Thursday, Dec. 6 

  7:00  For the People of the Parish 

  9:00  Ryan Blair (Loving Parents) 

Friday, Dec. 7 

 7:00  For the People of the Parish 

 9:00  Genevieve Donohue (Loving Family) 

 7:00  For the People of the Parish 

Saturday, December 8 (The Immaculate Conception) 

8:00       For the People of the Parish 

12:00  For the People of the Parish 

5:00  Mary & Louis Conzo (The Fazzolari & Conzo Families) 

Sunday,  December 9 ( 2nd Sunday of Advent) 

 7:00  For the People of the Parish 

 9:00      John H. Burnett (Loving Family), Eleanor Kellett (Maria 

  & Joe Gillin), Anthony Aracci (Clare & Lou Antonucci), 

  Peter Wrins (Loving Wife) 

10:30  Michelle Fitch (Sam & Susan) 

12:00  Dr. Frank C. Favazza (Loving Favazza Family) 

  5:00  Ava Cervini (LIVING) (Loving Grandma & Grandpa) 

  6:30  Spanish Mass   

Serving Your Sacramental Needs 

 
The Sacrament of Baptism 

The Sacrament is celebrated on Sundays at 1:30 PM and on 
the first Saturday of each month.  Parents, please call the 
parish office to arrange a meeting with a priest.   

The Sacrament of Eucharist 

See front cover for mass times.  If you are sick for an 
extended period of time or are homebound, contact the 
parish office to have someone bring Communion to you. 

The Sacrament of Confirmation 

School aged children can prepare for this Sacrament by 
contacting our Faith Formation Office.  Adults who have 
yet to be Confirmed should contact the Parish Office 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation 

As listed on front cover or call the office to see a priest. 

The Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick 

This Sacrament is for the living.  We celebrate this 
Sacrament each Spring and Fall for those who are 
chronically ill, advanced in age, or who are about to 
undergo surgery or hospitalization.  We can arrange the 
Sacrament at other times by calling the Parish Office. 

Emergencies: Call the office to speak to a priest. 

Nighttime emergencies             (631) 538-7219 

The Sacrament of Matrimony 

Bride or Groom please call the office at least six months 
before your desired wedding date to begin preparations for 
marriage.  Please make contact with the parish before 
making other wedding day plans! 

The Sacrament of Holy Orders 

If you feel called to serve in the church as a priest deacon 
or in consecrated religious life, call the office to speak to 
one of the priests or deacons for guidance. 

Interested in possibly becoming Catholic? 

Contact the rectory to arrange a meeting to discuss your 
questions.  We have classes to help people learn about our 
faith and decide if becoming Catholic is best for you.  This 
whole process of inquiry and potential conversion is called 
RCIA—The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults. 
 

We will respect your personal journey with God! 

 Altar Bread & Wine 

 

 

In Memory of 

Howard Ferry 

Requested by 

Joan & Jean Ferry 

 

REMEMBER THOSE WHO HAVE DIED 
 

Joan Burns, Tracy Mancuso, Louis Zapata,  
Marion Stella, Theresa Bennett, Walter Vilkas 

 
our deceased soldiers and all of our  

                              deceased relatives and friends. 
 

Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord and let perpetual light shine 
upon them. May they rest in peace.. May their souls and all the souls 
of the faithful departed rest in peace. Amen 



WOW! 
 

Look at what we accomplished!  About a year ago we began to 
take a second collection for buildings and maintenance around 
the parish grounds.  Much of the work done, and much of the 
work needed is not very visible.  We just replaced a boiler in the 
upper school.  That isn’t exactly an exciting improvement, but it 
was urgently needed. 

But the space where we pray has an impact on us every day.  
Look at what we all did to improve it.  A few months ago we put 
ceramic tile in the lower part of the sanctuary and it was very 
well received.  The one question that came with the compliments 
was, “When are we doing the rug on the steps up to the altar?”  
The answer is always, “When we can afford it.”  Now, because 
of the generosity of so many of our parishioners, we were able to 
complete the work in the sanctuary and the aisles of the church, 
as well as carpeting the comfort coves in the back of the church. 

Our church will never be a cathedral, but these are  tremendous 
improvements.  THANK YOU FOR YOUR ASSISTANCE IN 
DOING THIS! 

When you come in to church, take a moment and look around at 
the sanctuary and the aisles.  Then say to yourself, “This really is 
my church and I helped to make it more beautiful.” 

From a practical point of view, we also took this time to make 
another minor change - we widened the space at the break (the 
50 yard line) to allow for better movement at Communion time.  
We also made the break behind the choir area at the same point 
as the break in the rest of the church.  We intend to make the 
choir area a little bit bigger so that more people can join in our 
music ministries. 

The floor where pews have been removed, will be cleaned up in 
the very near future. 

Coming soon 
We are working on new mats for the entrances of the church.  
This will be accomplished in the near future.  We will continue 
to make improvements on our buildings and grounds as we can 
afford to.  As you can see, the building and maintenance 
collection is doing good in our church.  Thank you all for your 
ongoing financial assistance in these projects and to all who were 
temporarily displaced by the work, thank you for your patience.  
                    

           -Fr Mike 

Helping Our Parish in Two Ways 

 
A few years ago I spoke to Bishop Murphy about the 
Catholic Ministries Appeal (CMA).  I told him that for 
many people it doesn’t appear to be an annual appeal.  
Rather it seems like an ongoing appeal.  We finish one 
year and the next just starts right up again!  His response 
was, “The best way to avoid that is to reach your goal as 
early as possible.  Then the parish and the CMA office can 
back off on the constant requests for assistance.” 

It made sense but doesn’t really help too much when our 
parish struggles to even come close to our goal every year. 

But this year is different: 

 Our goal is $75,000 

 We have already pledged $69,890 toward that goal.  
That is 93.2% of our goal. 

 We have already sent in payments of $64.670.  That 
means we are guaranteed a rebate of $4,670 for our 
parish use! 

 We only need $5,110 more to reach our goal in 
pledges.  If all those pledges are paid we will get 
$15,000 for our parish. 

At this point everything that is sent to the CMA comes 
right back to us in a rebate! 

So if you make a donation to the CMA you are directly 
helping St Joseph Parish financially. 

But you all know we have financial difficulties - so does 
the diocese.  We have not reached our CMA goal in years 
and we have a large debt to the diocese.  If we reach our 
goal this year, we are making  a statement to the diocese - 
we are becoming a more healthy parish!  When the diocese 
sees this, they will be more inclined to help us to grow 
even more healthy financially. 

So, if you have made a pledge, Thank you, and please be 
sure to honor it for the benefit of St Joseph.  If you have 
not yet made pledge, please prayerfully consider doing so - 
your money is really coming right back to us! 

Thank you for all you do to support the work of St 
Joseph Parish! 

Happy New Year! 
 

The first Sunday of  Advent marks a new church year.  You will notice two new things in church: 

1. A brief reflection on the readings before the first reading inviting us all to listen closely to God’s word. 

2. Cards in the pew asking, “where did you meet God in a work of mercy this week?” 

 Please write down the works of mercy given or received and place them in the offertory basket with your donation.  They will be 
part of our gifts to God and then will be transcribed into our Book of Prayer Intentions and Works of Mercy. 

 Hey, why not bring some of these cards home and have family conversations about how you met God this week.  This is a great way 
for entire families to recognize the presence of Jesus in our daily lives and then follow Him more closely.  Bring the filled out card 
with you on Sunday and put them in the offering basket. 



PRAY FOR THE SICK 
___________________________________ 

Name of person who is ill 
 _____________________________   _________________________ 
         Person making this request:                            Relationship to ill person  

(Friends can be placed on the silent prayer list only) 

PRAY FOR OUR TROOPS 
 

__________________________________ 
Name, Rank and Branch of Service 

______________________________ ____________________ 
      Person making this request                                   Relationship to Soldier 

(Friends can be placed on the silent prayer list only) 

St. Joseph Parish Gift Shoppe 
 

For your convenience the Parish Gift Shoppe will be open after 
all Masses on the weekends of our Share Mercy Sundays. We 
are located in the Lobby outside Carew Hall. You are cordially 
invited to stop in and see the variety of items, reasonably priced, 
for all occasions.  

 Breakfast with St. Nicholas  

 

Number of adults $5x_______ # of children $5x________  # of free seniors _______    # of free children under 3 ______ 
 

Thank you for your support.   Please make checks payable to: St Joseph RC Church 
 

              Name: __________________________________________________________________  

              Address: ________________________________________________________________  

              City ________________________________  State _______  Zip ______________  

             Telephone or Cell Number ___________________________________ 

Please return with payment to the Rectory or put in the collection basket by November 30th.  

If you prefer, you may reply by e-mail to StNick@stjoronk.org 

If responding by e-mail please bring payment on the morning of Breakfast with St. Nicholas. Thank you.  

45 Church St,   Ronkonkoma, NY 11779 

(631)588-8456 

 

Amount Enclosed 

 

 

 

Saturday, December 8, 2018 from 9 am to 12 noon in Carew Hall 
Limited Seating Available 

(Breakfast Served from 9 to 11:00 am) 

                          Adults and Children: $ 5.00 

                              Seniors and children under 3 yrs.: Free 

                                    Children’s Crafts - Coloring - Cupcake Decorating                  

Breakfast with Saint Nicholas 

LECTORS WANTED! 
 

To parishioners of Confirmation age or older: 
 

• Are you reasonably comfortable addressing large groups? 
 

• Do you speak and read clearly – with confidence, strength, 
passion, and certain knowledge of what you speak or say? 

 

• Do you feel a calling – yes, a vocation – to become God's 
instrument to proclaim His Word to His people? 

 

• Do you believe you can truly bring Scripture alive to the 
listener; and are you willing to spend a half-hour or more of 
practice (before each assignment) to assure a smooth, 
effective, and vibrant proclamation? 

 
If your answer to all of the above is "Yes," then your parish needs 
you! 
 
On an evening in mid-December, a two-hour Lector Training session 
will be held in the rectory. 

 
Interested? Call Greg Walsh at 585-4524. 



OUR LITURGY 
 

In a time of great upheaval and chaos for Israel, Jeremiah 
reassures the people of better days to come, when a descendent 
of David will rule them with integrity and honesty. Looking 
forward to the return of Christ in glory, Saint Paul reminds us 
that we must strive for true holiness now. In the Gospel, Jesus 
reminds us that no matter what befalls us in this life, we are to 
have confidence in him, the Son of Man. 
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Our Prayer and Action In                 
  Building the City of God 
 

Our Prayer for Financial Well Being is $23,700 in our Sunday  

Offerings (which will be a $5,000 increase over our 2017 Weekly  

Average): 

Sunday Nov. 25, 2018 Collections:     $16,323                             

Same Week from Last Year:     $16,639                  

Weekly Average ((to-date)      $17,033                                         

Last Year Weekly Average Was:     $18,210                                        

Our Prayer for Evangelization is an increase of 500 new people 

 at Sunday Mass (which will be 2,043 people at Sunday Mass): 

Mass Attendance on Sun. Nov. 25th                                    1,398                             

2018 Average Mass Attendance:                                              1,356 

2017 Average Mass Attendance:                                              1,535 

________________________________________________    
Our Prayer for our St Joseph School Enrollment  

Is 245 Students (which is an increase of 50 Students): 

2017/18 Enrollment is currently:                         195 

2018/19 Enrollment to date::                                            184 

 

__________________________________________________________ 

Repair & Maintenance: 

 

November Collection:      $6,171 

 

________________________________________________________________ 

 

Catholic Ministries Appeal: 
 

2018 Goal:              $75,000 

Pledged to Date                                                            70,385 

Percentage of Goal                                                        93.8% 

The Feast of the Immaculate Conception is 
Saturday, December 8! 

Our mass schedule for the feast is as follows: 

Friday December 7 at 7:00 PM 

Saturday, December 8 at 8:00 AM and at noon. 

Please note: the 5:00 Mass on Saturday is a SUNDAY 
MASS.  It is not a celebration of the Immaculate 

Conception! 

     Respect Life 
Arguing the Pro-Life Position, Part Four 
 

Abortion is Already Legal-Stop Trying to Change It 

 

Finally, we come to the weakest of the pro-abortion argument.  
Legality does not always equate to justice, or morality.  We can 
all quickly think of numerous institutions that were once legal, 
but were obviously unjust, and immoral; slavery, and preventing 
women from voting, just to cite a few.  At this point in history, 
we are faced with Roe vs. Wade, a sloppy legal decision that 
doesn’t even bother to address when life begins (which, of 
course, was done deliberately by the seven justices who were in 
favor of this decision), but is, as well as Doe vs. Bolton, in direct 
contradiction of another Federal law, Laci and Conner’s Law. 

 

Laci and Conner’s Law protects unborn children, at any stage of 
development, from over 60 acts of violence.  Unfortunately, be-
cause of Roe vs. Wade, the law had to make an exemption for 
abortion.  This leaves us with a paradoxical situation.  The ba-
by’s life is protected by the federal government if anyone hurts 
the child in the womb, but the baby’s life is deemed worthless 
under the law if the baby’s mother chooses to end the baby’s life 
through abortion. 

 

This is the only situation in American law where the person in-
tent on harming another person determines whether or not the 
person’s life they intend to harm has value.  Our Federal laws 
simultaneously provide for both the protection of and the killing 
of unborn babies.  It just depends on who harms the child. 

 

Please note that this three part argument series was consolidated 
from an article written by Brian Fisher, and published by 
www.humancoalition.org.  Mr. Fisher also has written Abortion: 
The Ultimate Exploitation of Women. 
 
As Catholics, we are morally obligated to defend life at all its 
stages.  We are making some progress in our fight.  There has 
been a decrease in abortions each of the past three years, but we 
still have a long way to go.  Please consider becoming an active 
member of the Respect Life Ministry.  We need your help! 

The Respect Life Committee wishes you a safe and blessed 
week!  

 

“Before I formed you in the womb, I knew you…” Jeremiah 

1:5 

http://www.humancoalition.org




 

 

* Bilingual Mass * 
 

We invite the Community of  

St. Joseph to the celebration in 

honor of our Lady of 

Guadalupe 

 
Holy Mass 

December 9, 2018   

6:30 pm 
 
 

 

 

Representation of the Virgin’s apparitions to St. Juan Diego at 6:30 PM in the Church 
 

**** 
 

Invitamos a toda la Comunidad de San José 
a la celebración en honor a Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe 

 

Santa Misa 

Diciembre 9, 2017 

6:30 pm 
 

Representación de las apariciones de la Virgen a Juan Diego a las 

6:30 PM en la Iglesia 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

St. Joseph R.C Church 

45 Church St. Ronkonkoma N.Y. 11779     

 www.stjosephronkonkoma.org 

 

 Let us build the City of God!               ¡Edificando la Ciudad de Dios! 



 

50th Anniversary Celebration Events…. 

 
50 years ago, our present church building was in the process 
of being built. Today, the church, the Body of Christ contin-
ues to be built in and through all of us. As part of our celebra-
tion of this building and of being church in this community, 
this year we are asking God’s blessing upon each of our min-
istries in the parish.  

At all Sunday masses we acknowledged the Catholic Daugh-
ters of the Americas.  Court St. Joseph #975 of the Catholic 
Daughters of the Americas thanks our Church for honoring us 
all with the rededication blessing. Almost all our members 
were able to attend and experienced the joy of the event. 











 

 

Venturing Events 
In Carew Hall after 5:00 PM Mass 

Venturing is open to men and women age 14 
through 20 who have graduated from 8th 
Grade.  This year's crew plan is jam packed 
with interesting and fun activities here at St. 

Joseph's and "off-campus" as well. 
 

Come to our meeting and check it out. 
 

 Visit our next meeting: 

           December 2, 2018 Tonight    
         e-mail: Crew272@StJoRonk.org 

      phone: Advisor Mike Keller (631) 872-7675 

What did you do this weekend? 

Cub Scout Pack 272 

 Scout Troop 272 

 

St. Joseph’s Cub Scout Pack 272 and  Scout Troop 272  
have fun, exciting, educational, character building pro-
grams for boys and girls, age 7 through 17 (first Grade and 
up).  

 For more information or to enroll your child, 
 contact Dr. Louis Scotti at 656-8428 

or e-mail JoinScouting@StJoRonk.org. 
 

Pack, Troop, and Crew 272 have 

a YEAR-ROUND scouting program. 
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CYO Sport Programs 

http://stjoecyosports.com 

Baseball:    

Intramural (Coed, ages 4-16):      Gene    588-1879 

Travel *  (Boys)         Vinny   543-4100       

Basketball:  

Girls (koolmom4d@msn.com)     Debbie  467-6174 

Clinic Division (Coed Grades K-2)   Nick     585-7723    

Boys Grades 3-12)                 Vinny   543-4100 

Travel*                                       Vinny   543-4100 

Track:     

Boys & Girls, Grades K-8        Jerry    585-4048 

 Soccer : 

Intramural Boys & Girls(ages 3-13)    Joe 585-0748 

                                                              jcaiola@fast.net 

Travel (LIJSL):                                    Rob  721-8831 

Softball:                                              Dennis 467-6174 

Faced with a Drinking Problem? 

Perhaps 

Alcoholics Anonymous Can Help. 

“Heart of the Lake” - AA Group 

Meets here at St. Josephs R.C. Church 

In the basement of the Rectory (entrance in rear) 

Wednesday Evening @ 7:30 - 8:45 pm  

And 

Saturday Afternoon @ 2:00 - 3:15 pm 

“The Only Requirement for Membership  

Is a desire to stop drinking.” 

 

 

Lorenzo Cannone 

Daniel Brian Clark 

Tyler Bernard Neubauer 

Ariel Rose Novotny 

Grace Marie Patterson 


