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   Mass Intentions for the Week 
Sunday, Dec. 9 (2nd Sunday of Advent) 

 7:00  For the People of the Parish 

 9:00  John H. Burenett (Loving Family), Eleanor Kellett 

  (Maria & Joe Gillin), Anthony Aracci (Clare & Lou 

  Antonucci), Peter Wrins (Loving Wife) 

10:30  Michelle Fitch (Sam & Susan) 

12:00  Dr. Frank C. Favazza (Loving Favazza Family) 

  5:00  Ava Cervini (LIVING) (Loving Grandma & Grandpa) 

Monday, Dec. 10 

  7:00     Annie Bevin (The Pfaff Family) 

  9:00  Catherine Kelleher (Loving Family) 

Tuesday, Dec. 11 

  7:00     For the People of the Parish 

  8:45     Michael Ramos (Lou & Mary Scotti) 

 Wednesday, Dec. 12 

  7:00     For the People of the Parish 

  9:00     Matthew Schifano (Loving Family) 

Thursday, Dec. 13 

  7:00  For the People of the Parish 

  9:00  Sammy Savasta (Doreen & Danny Probst) 

Friday, Dec. 14 

 7:00  Joseph & Helen Onufrak (Loving Family) 

 9:00  Betty Sanchez (Lorraine & Linda) 

Saturday, December 15  

8:00       Joseph Campolo Sr. (Joette Stursberg) 

5:00  Gene Foster (Loving Children), Elena Arminante (Cuomo) 

  (Cousin Sam), Lawrence Ciccarelli (The Seip Family), 

  Elizabeth Macquill (Honey & Paul Katchuk), Michael B. 

  Donohue (The Brasile Family), Eleanor Wischhausen 

  (Mr. & Mrs. DiCarlo & Family) 

7:00  Special Spanish Mass 

Sunday,  December 16 ( 3rd Sunday of Advent) 

 7:00  For the People of the Parish 

 9:00      Dec’d. Mbrs. of St. Regis K of C & Columbiettes 

10:30  Clifford Smith (Anne & Mike Occhipinti), Abilio 

  Lourenco (Loving Family), Raymond Ignaszewski 

  (Tony & Cindy Prisco), Fred Wengler (Loving Niece), 

  Stanislaw Lajewski (Loving Daughter & Family), Joan 

  & James Burns (St. Joseph EM’s) 

12:00  James Gill (Loving Sister Catherine & Jim) 

  5:00  Cheryl McLaughlin (Patty, Jerry, Doreen & Danny) 

  6:30  Spanish Mass   

Serving Your Sacramental Needs 

 
The Sacrament of Baptism 

The Sacrament is celebrated on Sundays at 1:30 PM and on 
the first Saturday of each month.  Parents, please call the 
parish office to arrange a meeting with a priest.   

The Sacrament of Eucharist 

See front cover for mass times.  If you are sick for an 
extended period of time or are homebound, contact the 
parish office to have someone bring Communion to you. 

The Sacrament of Confirmation 

School aged children can prepare for this Sacrament by 
contacting our Faith Formation Office.  Adults who have 
yet to be Confirmed should contact the Parish Office 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation 

As listed on front cover or call the office to see a priest. 

The Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick 

This Sacrament is for the living.  We celebrate this 
Sacrament each Spring and Fall for those who are 
chronically ill, advanced in age, or who are about to 
undergo surgery or hospitalization.  We can arrange the 
Sacrament at other times by calling the Parish Office. 

Emergencies: Call the office to speak to a priest. 

Nighttime emergencies             (631) 538-7219 

The Sacrament of Matrimony 

Bride or Groom please call the office at least six months 
before your desired wedding date to begin preparations for 
marriage.  Please make contact with the parish before 
making other wedding day plans! 

The Sacrament of Holy Orders 

If you feel called to serve in the church as a priest deacon 
or in consecrated religious life, call the office to speak to 
one of the priests or deacons for guidance. 

Interested in possibly becoming Catholic? 

Contact the rectory to arrange a meeting to discuss your 
questions.  We have classes to help people learn about our 
faith and decide if becoming Catholic is best for you.  This 
whole process of inquiry and potential conversion is called 
RCIA—The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults. 
 

We will respect your personal journey with God! 

 Altar Bread & Wine 

 

 

In Memory of 

Maria & Savino Saraceni 

Requested by 

Serafina & Family 

 

REMEMBER THOSE WHO HAVE DIED 
 

Rose F. Lorenzino 
 

our deceased soldiers and all of our  
        deceased relatives and friends. 

 
Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord and let perpetual light shine 
upon them. May they rest in peace.. May their souls and all the souls 
of the faithful departed rest in peace. Amen 



Can You Do Me A Mercy? 
This is how the Religious Sisters of Mercy ask for a favor.  They have so internalized Matthew 25:40, that they completely understand 
that simple thing done for each other are works of mercy serving our savior as well. 

We would like to get that same gospel verse deep into the hearts of every parishioner. 

Last weekend we started our new year with ‘Mercy Cards” in each pew.  We are looking into holders for them so they do not mess up 
our church.  We want them to be a regular tool for all of us to grow in our ability to see Jesus in every act of kindness or work of mercy 
we receive or give.  Please feel free to take some home and use them for family reflection time.  They ask us to simply reflect on “How 
I met Jesus in a work of mercy this week.”  We then ask you to place the cards in the basket along with your offering.  These works of 
mercy are brought forward with the basket and then we will transcribe these works of mercy into our book of prayer intentions and 
works of mercy. 

These cards are tools to invite us to reflect on the presence of Jesus in our daily lives, and to invite us to bring a little bit more of 
ourselves to God at the altar of sacrifice.  We hope these cards will help us all grow in our awareness of Jesus’ presence and in our 
ability to follow him more closely in our daily lives. 

Now, back to the question on top, Can you do me a mercy? 

I am looking for someone, or a few people who are willing to do a specific mercy.  My business manager from St Therese in Montauk 
is now in her mid 80’s.  She lives in The Arbors West Assisted Living Facility in Islandia.  They have an opportunity to go to St 
Thomas More Church on Sundays, but she would much rather come here.  Is there someone who lives in that direction who would be 
able (and willing) to bring Madeline to mass here at St Joe’s.  She uses a walker.  The Arbors West is located right at the corner of the 
north service road of the LIE and Vets Highway.  Maybe if a few people could take turns on this mercy, it would not become a burden 
on any one member of our community. 

If you can help with this mercy, please call the rectory office and leave me a message.  Thanks! 

- Fr Mike 

We Are Almost There! 
This year we may actually reach our Catholic Ministries Appeal 
(CMA) goal.  Our goal was reduced upon request and as soon as 
we were given this reduced goal of $75,000, I told everyone on 
staff, “This one is reachable!” 

We are at a point where every donation to the CMA will come 
right back to us  because once we reach 80% of our goal (that is 
$60,000) the rest comes back to us. 

So if you make a donation to the CMA you are directly helping 
St Joseph Parish financially. 

But you all know we have financial difficulties - so does the 
diocese.  We have not reached our CMA goal in years and we 
have a large debt to the diocese.  If we reach our goal this year, 
we are making  a statement to the diocese - we are becoming a 
more healthy parish!  When the diocese sees this, they will be 
more inclined to help us to grow even more healthy financially. 

If you have made a pledge, thank you, and please be sure to 
honor it by January 31, 2019 for the benefit of St Joseph.  If you 
have not yet made a pledge, please prayerfully consider doing so 
by December 31 - your money is coming right back to us! 

Thank you for all you do to support the work of St Joseph 
Parish! 

Goal $75,000 

Amount pledged $72,820 

Payments of money pledged $69,410 

 

We only need $2,180 more pledged and $5,590 
paid in order to reach our goal and get a $15,000 
rebate! 

We Could Use Your Help 

On A Couple Of Matters 
Last week a couple of beds were left at the back door of our 
Parish Outreach.  By the time the office was opened, the bed 
were ruined by the rain and we had to pay to have them 
removed. 

PLEASE DO NOT LEAVE FURNITURE AT OUTREACH 
EVER!  WE DO NOT HAVE SPACE TO STORE 

FURNITURE SO WE DO NOT ACCEPT DONATIONS OF 
FURNITURE! 

We may be able to match your desire to donate with a family in 
need.  If you have furniture to donate, please call and we will try 
to match your donation with a need.  But we can never accept 
donations of furniture! 

Thank you for your understanding and cooperation! 

Another “donation” we do not accept… 

This time of year it increases, but it happens every week. People 
get “religious” mail that is really a solicitation for financial 
support.  I guess it is fear of desecrating these objects that makes 
people do this but PLEASE STOP BRINGING THIS STUFF 
TO CHURCH.  It has already been desecrated by being used for 
solicitation.  You can break it (so it can’t be misused) and then 
throw it out at home.  Bringing these items here just fills our 
dumpsters. 

On another note… 

A different kind of garbage has been very present lately - 
GOSSIP.  IT IS DESTRUCTIVE TO THE PEOPLE WHO 
PARTICIPATE IN IT AND TO THOSE WHO ARE THE 
SUBJECT OF IT!  Christians are better than this.  It would be 
better to discuss how I met Jesus this week (see above). 



OUR LITURGY 
 

The first reading calls Israel to abandon mourning and misery 
and replace it with the glorious splendor of God. Paul’s Letter to 
the Philippians is filled with hope and joy, embracing Christ’s 
message and mission. Hope continues in the Gospel as John 
prepares the way of the Lord, baptizing in his name and 
proclaiming that salvation is near. 
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Our Prayer and Action In                 
  Building the City of God 
 

Our Prayer for Financial Well Being is $23,700 in our Sunday  

Offerings (which will be a $5,000 increase over our 2017 Weekly  

Average): 

Sunday Dec. 2, 2018 Collections:     $17,823                             

Same Week from Last Year:     $19,002                  

Weekly Average ((to-date)      $17,089                                         

Last Year Weekly Average Was:     $18,210                                        

Our Prayer for Evangelization is an increase of 500 new people 

 at Sunday Mass (which will be 2,043 people at Sunday Mass): 

Mass Attendance on Sun. Dec. 2nd                                    1,785                             

2018 Average Mass Attendance:                                              1,386 

2017 Average Mass Attendance:                                              1,535 

________________________________________________    
Our Prayer for our St Joseph School Enrollment  

Is 245 Students (which is an increase of 50 Students): 

2017/18 Enrollment is currently:                         195 

2018/19 Enrollment to date::                                            184 

 

__________________________________________________________ 
Catholic Ministries Appeal: 
 

2018 Goal:              $75,000 

Pledged to Date                                                            72,820 

Percentage of Goal                                                        93.8% 

     Respect Life 
People’s moral intuitions about abortion ultimately cannot be 
 repressed 
(Excerpts of an article by Dave Andrusko, February 26th, 2018 in 
www.nationalrighttolifenews.org) 
 

Years ago Prof. George McKenna wrote one of the best essays on abor-
tion.  Titled, “On Abortion: A Lincolnian Position,” McKenna’s mes-
sage is, if anything, more relevant today, than it was when his essay first 
appeared in The Atlantic Magazine. 
 

With respect to the abomination of slavery, “People’s moral intuitions 
could not be repressed,” McKenna wrote.  “They would surface in all 
kinds of unexpected ways: in winces and unguarded expressions, in 
labored euphemisms, in slips of the tongue.  Lincoln was on the lookout 
for these, and he forced his opponents to acknowledge their signifi-
cance.”  
 

With respect to abortion such “moral intuitions” are alive and well, tap-
ping on the windows of souls today just as loudly and persistently as 
they did in the mid-19th century when slavery was legal. 
 

May I suggest that much of our job can be encapsulated in this formula-
tion: successfully bringing to the surface the uneasiness, the moral dis-
comfort that abortion elicits in people of good will.  It’s not a question 
of instilling this in people: it’s already there.  Our task is to help people 
recognize that this tap-tap-tapping on their hearts is not something to be 
ignored or repressed but acknowledged for what it is: the better angels 
of their nature hard at work. 
 

When talking to those who are not already foot soldiers in the greatest 
movement for social justice of our time we don’t mean placing your 
principles in mothballs or minimizing your pro-life education to a quick 
course in Sound Bites 101.  Principles are the engine that powers this 
Movement and information is the fuel. 
 

Of course the unborn child or the elderly person in a nursing home are 
deserving of care and protection whether you and I make their case in an 
appealing way or not.  But human nature doesn’t work that way.  If our 
audience finds us or our approach unappealing, the real loser will be the 
defenseless human beings for whom we are trying to recruit new de-
fenders. 
 

There is no more encouraging news than the surge in pro-life sentiment 
among young people and young adults, which shows no sign of abating.  
They have heard the pro-abortion mantra their entire lives and they 
simply aren’t buying.  They know the pain, the hurt, the disillusionment 
that so often accompanies abortion.  They can’t be fooled: abortion kills 
babies and hurts women.  They have friends who have aborted and 
deeply regret it.  And it is the innate idealism of youth that compels 
them to challenge a self-centered, inverted mentality, the kind that says 
women and men first, children last. 
 

The Respect Life Committee wishes you a safe and blessed week! 
 

“Before I formed you in the womb, I knew you…” Jeremiah 1:5 

Hold the Date 

Jan 18, 2018  
March for Life in DC 

 SJ will again be sponsoring a bus. 



 

50th Anniversary Celebration Events…. 

 
50 years ago, our present church building was in the process 
of being built. Today, the church, the Body of Christ contin-
ues to be built in and through all of us. As part of our celebra-
tion of this building and of being church in this community, 
this year we are asking God’s blessing upon each of our min-
istries in the parish.  

On November 24th and 25 we acknowledged the Extraordi-
nary Ministers of Holy Communion.  These Ministers serve at 
all weekend masses and bring Holy Communion to those not 
able to attend Mass here.  



50th Anniversary Celebration Events…. 

 
50 years ago, our present church building was in the process of 
being built. Today, the church, the Body of Christ continues to 
be built in and through all of us. As part of our celebration of this 
building and of being church in this community, this year we are 
asking God’s blessing upon each of our ministries in the parish.. 
  

As part of the celebration of our church’s 50th anniversary we 
have been recognizing the contributions of all of our minis-
tries. This weekend we recognized our music ministers. 









PRAY FOR THE SICK 
___________________________________ 

Name of person who is ill 

 _____________________________   _________________________ 
         Person making this request:                            Relationship to ill person  

(Friends can be placed on the silent prayer list only) 

PRAY FOR OUR TROOPS 
 

__________________________________ 

Name, Rank and Branch of Service 

______________________________ ____________________ 

      Person making this request                                   Relationship to Soldier 

New Office Hours 
 

We are now open On Monday to Friday 9:00 - 5:00 

Yes we are even open during lunch! 

At all other times the office is closed. 

If you have an appointment with someone, ring the bell - that person is 
waiting for you. 

If you need a priest to anoint someone who is sick, please call (631) 
538-7219). 

We made the decision to close on Saturdays because there was minimal 
walk-in traffic and minimal phone calls on Saturday.  The money we 

save (your money) will be put to better use in ministry. 

LECTORS WANTED! 
 

To parishioners of Confirmation age or older: 
 

• Are you reasonably comfortable addressing large groups? 
 

• Do you speak and read clearly – with confidence, strength, 
passion, and certain knowledge of what you speak or say? 

 

• Do you feel a calling – yes, a vocation – to become God's 
instrument to proclaim His Word to His people? 

 

• Do you believe you can truly bring Scripture alive to the 
listener; and are you willing to spend a half-hour or more of 
practice (before each assignment) to assure a smooth, 
effective, and vibrant proclamation? 

 
If your answer to all of the above is "Yes," then your parish needs 
you! 
 
On an evening in mid-December, a two-hour Lector Training session 
will be held in the rectory. 

 
Interested? Call Greg Walsh at 585-4524. 

FAMILY MASS at St. Joseph 
Saturday, December 15 at 5:00PM 

HOW CHILDREN CAN GET INVOLVED 
 

 

 

 

 

Children’s Choir Members 

Contact: Mike Keller 

MikeKeller@Stjoronk.org 

Altar Servers 

Contact Ed Grieb 

EdGrieb@Stjoronk.org 

Lectors 

Contact: Anne DiNero 

annedinero1@gmail.com 

Welcome Greeters 

Contact:Michele Nappi 

Michele@Stjoronk.org 

Gift Bearers 

Please speak to the Ushers at Mass 



 

 

Venturing Events 
In Carew Hall after 5:00 PM Mass 

Venturing is open to men and women age 14 
through 20 who have graduated from 8th 
Grade.  This year's crew plan is jam packed 
with interesting and fun activities here at St. 

Joseph's and "off-campus" as well. 
 

Come to our meeting and check it out. 
 

 Visit our next meeting: 

           December 9, 2018 Tonight    
         e-mail: Crew272@StJoRonk.org 

      phone: Advisor Mike Keller (631) 872-7675 

What did you do this weekend? 

Cub Scout Pack 272 

 Scout Troop 272 

 

St. Joseph’s Cub Scout Pack 272 and  Scout Troop 272  
have fun, exciting, educational, character building pro-
grams for boys and girls, age 7 through 17 (first Grade and 
up).  

 For more information or to enroll your child, 
 contact Dr. Louis Scotti at 656-8428 

or e-mail JoinScouting@StJoRonk.org. 
 

Pack, Troop, and Crew 272 have 

a YEAR-ROUND scouting program. 
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CYO Sport Programs 

http://stjoecyosports.com 

Baseball:    

Intramural (Coed, ages 4-16):      Gene    588-1879 

Travel *  (Boys)         Vinny   543-4100       

Basketball:  

Girls (koolmom4d@msn.com)     Debbie  467-6174 

Clinic Division (Coed Grades K-2)   Nick     585-7723    

Boys Grades 3-12)                 Vinny   543-4100 

Travel*                                       Vinny   543-4100 

Track:     

Boys & Girls, Grades K-8        Jerry    585-4048 

 Soccer : 

Intramural Boys & Girls(ages 3-13)    Joe 585-0748 

                                                              jcaiola@fast.net 

Travel (LIJSL):                                    Rob  721-8831 

Softball:                                              Dennis 467-6174 

Faced with a Drinking Problem? 

Perhaps 

Alcoholics Anonymous Can Help. 

“Heart of the Lake” - AA Group 

Meets here at St. Josephs R.C. Church 

In the basement of the Rectory (entrance in rear) 

Wednesday Evening @ 7:30 - 8:45 pm  

And 

Saturday Afternoon @ 2:00 - 3:15 pm 

“The Only Requirement for Membership  

Is a desire to stop drinking.” 

 

 

 

 

Enjoy a free subscription to FORMED - an incredible 
online  gateway to the best Catholic content, all in one place!   
 

FORMED has inspiring movies and video based studies, audio 
talks and e-books from the Church's most compelling speakers 
and authors.   
 

To create an account:  Go to stjosephronkonkoma.formed.org 

Click “Register” and enter your name, email address, and desired 
password. 
 

You’re all ready to access the inspiring and engaging content on 
FORMED! 

  

 

 

 

Ariana Ippolito 


