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Mass Intentions for the Week 
Sunday, Dec. 16 (3rd Sunday of Advent) 

 7:00  For the People of the Parish 

 9:00  Deceased Members of St. Regis K of C & Columbiettes 

10:30  Clifford Smith (Anne & Mike Occhipinti), Abilio 

  Lourenco (Loving Family), Raymond Ignaszewski 

  (Tony & Cindy Prisco), Fred Wengler (Loving Niece), 

  Stanislaw Lajewski (Loving Daughter  Family), 

  Joan & James Burns (St Joseph EM’s) 

12:00  James Gill (Loving Sister Catherine & Jim) 

  5:00  Cheryl McLaughlin (Patty, Gerald, Doreen & Danny) 

Monday, Dec. 17 

  7:00     Anita Karahalias (Mr. & Mrs. Gottlieb) 

  9:00  Ralph Rizzo (Loving Wife) 

Tuesday, Dec. 18 

  7:00     Anthony Regan Brown Sr. (The Marchany Family) 

  8:45     Deacon Joseph Dougherty (Lou & Mary Scotti) 

 Wednesday, Dec. 19 

  7:00     Alice Rau (Loving Family) 

  9:00     Alice L. Rau (Loving Daughters) 

Thursday, Dec. 20 

  7:00  Lorita McCoy James (The Marchany Family) 

  9:00  For the People of the Parish 

Friday, Dec. 21 

 7:00  James Heiman (Loving Sister Helen) 

 9:00  Robert Filce (Loving Mother) 

Saturday, December 22  

8:00       Mr. & Mrs. Thomas McCoy Sr. (The Marchany Family) 

5:00  Matthew Accardi (Carol & Johnny Kamen), Mark Burke 

  (Loving Family), Pauline Carolingley (Roy & Karen DuJat), 

  For the People of the Parish 

Sunday,  December 23 (4th Sunday of Advent) 

 7:00  Mr. & Mrs. Elias Arthur Brown Sr. (The Marchany 

  Family) 

 9:00      Michelina Carlisle, Robert Duerr & Antoinette Partenope 

  (Loving Family) 

10:30  Anthony Frasca (The Sheldrick Family) 

12:00  Dr. Frank C. Favazza (Loving Favazza Family), Jose 

  Vilmenay (Millie Fernandez), Andrew Baldacci (The 

  Butzbach Family), Kathleen O’Laughlin (Patty & Jerry 

  Peters), Sr. Eilish White (Patty & Jerry Peters), Walter  

  Vilkas (Maryann & Dan Diesburg) 

  5:00  Ronald Viberscak Sr. (Loving Family) 

  6:30  Spanish Mass  

Serving Your Sacramental Needs 

 
The Sacrament of Baptism 

The Sacrament is celebrated on Sundays at 1:30 PM and on 
the first Saturday of each month.  Parents, please call the 
parish office to arrange a meeting with a priest.   

The Sacrament of Eucharist 

See front cover for mass times.  If you are sick for an 
extended period of time or are homebound, contact the 
parish office to have someone bring Communion to you. 

The Sacrament of Confirmation 

School aged children can prepare for this Sacrament by 
contacting our Faith Formation Office.  Adults who have 
yet to be Confirmed should contact the Parish Office 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation 

As listed on front cover or call the office to see a priest. 

The Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick 

This Sacrament is for the living.  We celebrate this 
Sacrament each Spring and Fall for those who are 
chronically ill, advanced in age, or who are about to 
undergo surgery or hospitalization.  We can arrange the 
Sacrament at other times by calling the Parish Office. 

Emergencies: Call the office to speak to a priest. 

Nighttime emergencies             (631) 538-7219 

The Sacrament of Matrimony 

Bride or Groom please call the office at least six months 
before your desired wedding date to begin preparations for 
marriage.  Please make contact with the parish before 
making other wedding day plans! 

The Sacrament of Holy Orders 

If you feel called to serve in the church as a priest deacon 
or in consecrated religious life, call the office to speak to 
one of the priests or deacons for guidance. 

Interested in possibly becoming Catholic? 

Contact the rectory to arrange a meeting to discuss your 
questions.  We have classes to help people learn about our 
faith and decide if becoming Catholic is best for you.  This 
whole process of inquiry and potential conversion is called 
RCIA—The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults. 
 

We will respect your personal journey with God! 

 Altar Bread & Wine 

 

 

In Memory of 

Harry Bartik 

Requested by 

Loving Family 

 

REMEMBER THOSE WHO HAVE DIED 
 

Frank Ruggiero, Joanne Simonella, Toni  Ferzola, 
John Dias 

 
our deceased soldiers and all of our  

                            deceased relatives and friends. 
 

Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord and let perpetual light shine 
upon them. May they rest in peace.. May their souls and all the souls 
of the faithful departed rest in peace. Amen 



On Gaudete Sunday (The Third Sunday of Advent) we light a rose colored  candle and are called 
to rejoice!  Here’s another reason to do so: 

Jesus loved imperfect people.  On that score, all of us qualify! 

 

 
This “Soul Seeing” reflection, by William O’Malley, SJ, was printed in National Catholic Reporter, Nov30 - Dec 13 issue. 

Most people I know would cringe at being called "holy." The very word secretes poisons like "uninteresting," "sexless," "goody-goody," 
"pretentious." Hardly a path to popularity. Popes canonize a married couple only after 13 children and vows of celibacy. Who wants to 
walk around with a halo following them? 

Our ideas of holiness are so stringent that even aspiring to it seems presumptuous. Jesus faced that. "What's this wisdom that has been 
given him? Isn't he the carpenter?" (Mt. 13:54-55) Even contact with the unsacred sullies any suggestion of sanctity. "This man 
welcomes sinners and eats with them!" (Lk. 15:2) 

But there is the key: Jesus loved imperfect people. On that score, all of us qualify! 

To be holy, we need not be flawless, destitute or virginal. Just as you need not be a World Series MVP to be judged a legitimate 
ballplayer, you don't need to be Daniel in a den of lions to be a hero, or a saint. 

St. Irenaeus said, "The glory of God is humanity, fully alive." Supernatural life is not supranatural, not beyond the limits of human 
nature, but rather humanity itself superbly fulfilled. What distinguishes humans is the potential to learn and to choose love, or not.  

Other animals know facts; a stag pursued knows that danger is behind him, but as far as we know he doesn't ask why. We have at least 
the capacity to understand. Other animals can give their lives for their young. But we can give our lives (often without dying) for people 
we don't even like. 

Can we entertain the possibility our God-given purpose is to prepare a fully realized recipient for the gift of holiness? Nor is that role 
limited to purging defects, as so many of us were taught, but more importantly to amplify those potentials of knowing and loving. "Let 
your light shine before men in such a way they may see your good works, and glorify your Father in heaven" (Mt. 5:16). 

If God is convinced an individual is trying his or her best (for the moment) to follow Jesus' commandment to love and to embrace her 
neighbor as herself, that individual qualifies as a saint, even if the Vatican hasn't gotten around to ratifying God's judgment. That 
individual doesn't even need the external, ritual bestowal of baptism or any other symbolic sign of acceptance (cf. Simone Weil, Albert 
Camus, Kurt Vonnegut). No intelligent being would accept a God less kind than oneself. 

We all know "unchurched" people who are "the salt of the earth," as Jesus hoped his disciples would be (Mt. 5:13). We can call them 
when we're stalled on the freeway at 2 a.m. They will tell us when we are too pushy or flirtatious or tipsy, and not hesitate because we 
might stop liking them. Difficult to imagine them excluded from a kingdom that welcomes Magdalene and the good thief. 

If God so generously offers the merits of Christ to make up for our inadequacies and indiscriminately invites us to holiness, he does not 
expect anything near undiluted purity of motive or action when he asks us to lead holy lives. 

This is borne out, page after page, in Scripture — despite our penchant for sanitizing our saints regardless of what they did. Abraham, 
our "father in faith," pandered his wife into another man's harem. Jacob scammed his brother's birthright. Even unassailable Moses 
stammered for some time trying to weasel out from God's call. David, ancestor of the Messiah, was a conniving adulterer and murderer. 
Unthinking piety turns the apostles into bowdlerized saints instead of a passel of Keystone Cops, often bumping into one another in 
pursuit of personal advancement. 

Reflect on down-to-earth holy people you know. They are not the fastidiously devout, the cautious observers of the tiniest rules, the 
judgmental. They are the nun who held your forehead when you threw up, the patient teacher who taught you to write, the parents who 
forgave before we "deserved" it, and the friend who listened and still loved you when you told her your darkest secrets.  

There is an almost palpable serenity about them. They seem unafraid and open, indiscriminately caring, inwardly coherent and focused. 
Their holiness is their wholeness, their altogetherness. 

Holiness is not a static achievement but a continuing evolution of soul that becomes contagious. St. Paul suggests ordinary holiness 
should be easily evident. "The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-
control" (Gal. 5:22-23). 

Holy is really a synonym for expressing these qualities of God. Each of those words describes what God intended fully evolved human 
beings to be. We are the only species whose nature is not a blueprint but an invitation. 

Every rock, root and rabbit fulfills God's intentions without insubordination. Only we, of all creatures, can choose not to live up to the 
inner programming, which invites us by a quantum leap above even the most intelligent animals. As far as we know, no shark or tiger is 
annoyed by qualms of conscience. They are incapable of being wrong. 

Those who are interested more than anything in understanding more and loving more seem more alive, more fulfilled as specifically 
human than those who succumb to the allurements of the beast in us (pride, covetousness, lust, etc.). Consider Sir Thomas More. 
Consider Bruce Springsteen. 

Also, unlike other species, the requirements embedded in our nature are not immediately operative through inbred instincts. Each of us 
must discover the directions in which we will find our holiness. This is the goal of a lifelong education, not merely to make a living but 
to find out what living is for.  

"Holy" is not something we achieve. Wanting to be it is what it's all about. 



PRAY FOR THE SICK 
___________________________________ 

Name of person who is ill 
 _____________________________   _________________________ 
         Person making this request:                            Relationship to ill person  

(Friends can be placed on the silent prayer list only) 

PRAY FOR OUR TROOPS 
 

__________________________________ 
Name, Rank and Branch of Service 

______________________________ ____________________ 
      Person making this request                                   Relationship to Soldier 

(Friends can be placed on the silent prayer list only) 

New Office Hours 
 

We are now open On Monday to Friday 9:00 - 5:00 

Yes we are even open during lunch! 

At all other times the office is closed. 

If you have an appointment with someone, ring the bell - that 
person is waiting for you. 

If you need a priest to anoint someone who is sick, please call 
(631) 538-7219). 

We made the decision to close on Saturdays because there was 
minimal walk-in traffic and minimal phone calls on Saturday.  
The money we save (your money) will be put to better use in 

ministry. 

LECTORS WANTED! 
 

To parishioners of Confirmation age or older: 
 

• Are you reasonably comfortable addressing large groups? 
 

• Do you speak and read clearly – with confidence, strength, 
passion, and certain knowledge of what you speak or say? 

 

• Do you feel a calling – yes, a vocation – to become God's 
instrument to proclaim His Word to His people? 

 

• Do you believe you can truly bring Scripture alive to the 
listener; and are you willing to spend a half-hour or more of 
practice (before each assignment) to assure a smooth, 
effective, and vibrant proclamation? 

 
If your answer to all of the above is "Yes," then your parish needs 
you! 
 
On an evening in mid-December, a two-hour Lector Training session 
will be held in the rectory. 

 
Interested? Call Greg Walsh at 585-4524. 

As we continue to celebrate the 50th anniversary of our church building 

and recognizing that we have grown to be a multi-cultural 
parish, a true expression of the universal church.  

We invite all parishioners born in another country to share 
fond memories of their culture.  

Do you have a memory of your homeland? You might have 
a memory to share from the earlier days at St. Joseph Par-
ish. Please submit your memory to mtrezza@stjoronk.org 
and we can share it with the parish community.  

 Memories of Christmas in  Poland                   Submitted by Darius and Joanna Nicpon 

In Poland, Christmas Eve is a day first of fasting, then of feasting. The Wigilia feast begins at the appearance of the first 
star in remembrance of the Star of Bethlehem. On that evening, children watch the sky anxiously hoping to be the first to 
cry out, "The star has come!" Only after it appears, the family members sit down to a dinner table.   According to 
tradition, bits of hay are spread beneath the tablecloth as a reminder that Christ was born in a manger.  In many homes an 
empty place setting is symbolically left at the table  for a lonely wanderer who may be in need of food. There are 12 dishes 

symbolizing the12 apostles. Drinks and side dishes count. Carp fish is usually served. The supper, 
which includes many traditional dishes and desserts, can sometimes last for over two hours. It 
begins with the breaking of the opłatek (wafer). Everyone at the table breaks off a piece and eats it 
as a symbol of their unity with Christ. They then share a piece with each family member. Dinner is 
followed by the exchange of gifts. Christmas Eve ends with singing of carols and after that 
is"Pasterka", the Midnight Mass at the local church.  The next day, Christmas Day, is often spent 
visiting friends. In Polish tradition, people combine religion and family closeness at Christmas.I 
remember that about 14 years ago when I become a parishioner at St Joseph oplatek was sold in our 
church. Maybe there was not enough buyers and that’s why they stop selling it?  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christmas_Eve
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fasting
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wigilia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Star_of_Bethlehem
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Manger
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Op%C5%82atek
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pasterka
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christmas_Day


OUR LITURGY 
Zephaniah presents a vision of a great festival where God’s love 
and forgiveness will be celebrated and his mercy shared with all. 
Saint Paul reminds the Philippians to be happy and prayerful as 
they await the return of Christ. John the Baptist proclaims the 
good news of the kingdom in the Gospel, and challenges his 
listeners to act with justice and generosity. 
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Our Prayer and Action In                 
  Building the City of God 
 

Our Prayer for Financial Well Being is $23,700 in our Sunday  

Offerings (which will be a $5,000 increase over our 2017 Weekly  

Average): 

Sunday Dec. 9, 2018 Collections:     $19,692                             

Same Week from Last Year:     $18,361                  

Weekly Average ((to-date)      $17,263                                         

Last Year Weekly Average Was:     $18,210                                        

Our Prayer for Evangelization is an increase of 500 new people 

 at Sunday Mass (which will be 2,043 people at Sunday Mass): 

Mass Attendance on Sun. Dec. 9th                                    1,586                             

2018 Average Mass Attendance:                                              1,400 

2017 Average Mass Attendance:                                              1,535 

________________________________________________    
Our Prayer for our St Joseph School Enrollment  

Is 245 Students (which is an increase of 50 Students): 

2017/18 Enrollment is currently:                         195 

2018/19 Enrollment to date::                                            183 

 

__________________________________________________________ 
Catholic Ministries Appeal: 
 

2018 Goal:              $75,000 

Pledged to Date                                                            72,820 

Percentage of Goal                                                        93.8% 

     Respect Life 
Disappointments 

People tend to make assumptions.  Often these are based on strongly 
held beliefs, or past experience.  Assumptions also tend to be correct, for 
the most part, but it is when the assumption proves incorrect that the old 
adage about what assuming does comes into play.  Some of life’s most 
bitter disappointments come as a result of assumptions.  For Pro-Lifers 
Monday December 10th proved to be disappointing.  

The disappointment came from the Supreme Court.  The court refused 
to hear a case concerning whether Medicaid patients can bring an action 
to challenge a state’s determination as to who constitutes a “qualified” 
Medicaid provider.  It is actually being brought because several states 
have cut off Medicaid funding to Planned Parenthood.  This action was 
taken as a result of the discovery that Planned Parenthood was illegally 
selling fetal tissues to medical researchers, and utilizing fraudulent bill-
ing practices.  A lower federal court has ruled that the states do not have 
the authority to cut off the funding.  The case was directly about states’ 
rights and authority, but indirectly about abortion.  Now keep in mind 
that only four of the nine justices need to vote to hear a case, which is 
not even a majority of the nine justices.  Justices Thomas, Gorsuch, and 
Alito all dissented, which means that two ASSUMED conservative jus-
tices, Roberts and Kavanaugh voted to not hear the case, leading to an 
indirect victory for the abortion industry, but more importantly giving a 
glimpse of what may happen in more direct abortion cases.  Pro-lifers 
have felt this disappointment before, when both Justices O’Connor, and 
Kennedy sided with the abortion industry rather than violate precedent.   

This question of states deciding who constitutes a “qualified” medical 
provider has been ruled on by at least two circuit courts with starkly 
different results, and would seem to need a ruling by the higher court to 
settle the matter.  Different results are being realized by citizens living 
in different sections of the country.  In a blistering dissent, Justice 
Thomas referred to the decision not to hear the case as nothing less that 
“abdicating our judicial duty.” (Source-The National Review-December 
10th 2018) 

On another note, President Trump’s HSS department has earmarked $20 
million for the next two years to conduct a study to determine an alter-
native to using tissue from aborted babies for research.  “We are a pro-
life, pro-science administration.  This means that we appreciate that 
medical research and the testing of new medical treatment using fetal 
tissue raises inherent moral and ethical issues,” HHS spokeswoman 
Caitlin Oakley said in a prepared statement.  

This decision arose from the fact that 45 Pro-Life groups protested a 
contract between the federal government and Advanced Bioscience 
Resources, Inc. via a letter to HHS Secretary Alex Azar.  In the letter the 
groups asserted that it was “completely unacceptable to discover that the 
FDA is using federal tax dollars and fomenting demand for human body 
parts taken from babies who are aborted.” (Source-The Daily Signal-
December 10th 2018) 

Prayer to Saint Michael the Archangel- St. Michael the Archangel, 
protect us in battle.  Be our defense against the wickedness and 
snares of the Devil.  May God rebuke him we humbly pray, and do 
thou, O Prince of the heavenly hosts, by the power of God, thrust 
into hell Satan, and ell the evil spirits, who prowl about the world 
seeking the ruin of souls.   Amen. 

 “Before I formed you in the womb, I knew you…” 

Jeremiah 1:5 

Hold the Date 

Jan 18, 2018  
March for Life in DC 

 SJ will again be sponsoring a bus. 

Do a work of Mercy this Christmas 
 

Mt 25:40 reminds us that whatever we do for the least 
of Jesus’ brothers or sisters, we do for him.  Let’s all 
make a point of welcoming him as he comes to us in 
all who will pray with us this Christmas.  Offer a 
smile.  Make room in your pew for one more person, 
be patient in the parking lot!  These are all works of 
mercy! 

We also need Carolers at the front doors! 

It has become a St Joseph tradition to sing Christmas 
Carols before every mass at the front doors of the 
church.  ALL ARE WELCOME!! 







 

 

Venturing Events 
In Carew Hall after 5:00 PM Mass 

Venturing is open to men and women age 14 
through 20 who have graduated from 8th 
Grade.  This year's crew plan is jam packed 
with interesting and fun activities here at St. 

Joseph's and "off-campus" as well. 
 

Come to our meeting and check it out. 
 

 Visit our next meeting: 

           December 16, 2018 Tonight   
          e-mail: Crew272@StJoRonk.org 

      phone: Advisor Mike Keller (631) 872-7675 

What did you do this weekend? 

Cub Scout Pack 272 

 Scout Troop 272 

 

St. Joseph’s Cub Scout Pack 272 and  Scout Troop 272  
have fun, exciting, educational, character building pro-
grams for boys and girls, age 7 through 17 (first Grade and 
up).  

 For more information or to enroll your child, 
 contact Dr. Louis Scotti at 656-8428 

or e-mail JoinScouting@StJoRonk.org. 
 

Pack, Troop, and Crew 272 have 

a YEAR-ROUND scouting program. 
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CYO Sport Programs 

http://stjoecyosports.com 

Baseball:    

Intramural (Coed, ages 4-16):      Gene    588-1879 

Travel *  (Boys)         Vinny   543-4100       

Basketball:  

Girls (koolmom4d@msn.com)     Debbie  467-6174 

Clinic Division (Coed Grades K-2)   Nick     585-7723    

Boys Grades 3-12)                 Vinny   543-4100 

Travel*                                       Vinny   543-4100 

Track:     

Boys & Girls, Grades K-8        Jerry    585-4048 

 Soccer : 

Intramural Boys & Girls(ages 3-13)    Joe 585-0748 

                                                              jcaiola@fast.net 

Travel (LIJSL):                                    Rob  721-8831 

Softball:                                              Dennis 467-6174 

Faced with a Drinking Problem? 

Perhaps 

Alcoholics Anonymous Can Help. 

“Heart of the Lake” - AA Group 

Meets here at St. Josephs R.C. Church 

In the basement of the Rectory (entrance in rear) 

Wednesday Evening @ 7:30 - 8:45 pm  

And 

Saturday Afternoon @ 2:00 - 3:15 pm 

“The Only Requirement for Membership  

Is a desire to stop drinking.” 

 

 

Sophia Leyva 

Mia Anna Vella 


