January 13, 2019 — Baptism of the Lord

January 13, 2019
Serving Your Sacramental Needs
The Sacrament of Baptism
The Sacrament is celebrated on Sundays at 1:30 PM and on
the first Saturday of each month. Parents, please call the
parish office to arrange a meeting with a priest.
The Sacrament of Eucharist
See front cover for mass times. If you are sick for an
extended period of time or are homebound, contact the
parish office to have someone bring Communion to you.
The Sacrament of Confirmation
School aged children can prepare for this Sacrament by
contacting our Faith Formation Office. Adults who have
yet to be Confirmed should contact the Parish Office
The Sacrament of Reconciliation
As listed on front cover or call the office to see a priest.
The Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick
This Sacrament is for the living. We celebrate this
Sacrament each Spring and Fall for those who are
chronically ill, advanced in age, or who are about to
undergo surgery or hospitalization. We can arrange the
Sacrament at other times by calling the Parish Office.
Emergencies: Call the office to speak to a priest.
Nighttime emergencies
(631) 538-7219
The Sacrament of Matrimony
Bride or Groom please call the office at least six months
before your desired wedding date to begin preparations for
marriage. Please make contact with the parish before
making other wedding day plans!
The Sacrament of Holy Orders
If you feel called to serve in the church as a priest deacon
or in consecrated religious life, call the office to speak to
one of the priests or deacons for guidance.
Interested in possibly becoming Catholic?
Contact the rectory to arrange a meeting to discuss your
questions. We have classes to help people learn about our
faith and decide if becoming Catholic is best for you. This
whole process of inquiry and potential conversion is called
RCIA—The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults.
We will respect your personal journey with God!
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Mass Intentions for the Week
Sunday, Jan. 13 (The Baptism of the Lord)
7:00
John Dias (The Esteves Family)
9:00
Austin Wasielewski (LIVING) St. Regis Columbiettes
10:30 Stanislaw Lajewski (Loving Daughter & Family), Gloria
Owen (Patty, Jerry, Doreen & Danny), John Dias
(David & Karen Anderson), James Burt (Rosemarie &
George Hammond)
12:00 Trudy Gruber (Martha Torres & Catherine West)
5:00 Roberta Greaves (The Dinger Family)
Monday, Jan. 14
7:00 For the People of the Parish
9:00 Letezia Chiappisi (Donald & Diane Gordon)
Tuesday, Jan. 15
7:00 Dorothy Oppelt (Pat Fitzgerald)
8:45 Patricia R. Olsen
Wednesday, Jan. 16
7:00 Karl Wuttke (Loving Wife Juanita)
9:00 Sr. Eilish White (Dcn. Joe Califano)
Thursday, Jan. 17
7:00 Joseph & Helen Onufrak (Loving Family)
9:00 Richard Fahey (Loving Family)
Friday, Jan. 18
7:00
For the People of the Family
9:00
For the People of the Family
Saturday, Jan. 19
8:00
Aurelia McAllis (LOibby Tripi)
5:00
Stella Foster (Loving Children), For the People of the Parish
Sunday, Jan. 20 (2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time)
7:00
John Dias (Anna Dias & Family)
9:00
Dec’d Mbrs. of St. Regis K of C & Columbiettes
10:30 John Donohue (Loving Family)
12:00 Kathleen O’Loughlin (The Grieb Family), Sr. Eilish White
(The Grieb Family), Angie Sica (Glenn Magdits
5:00 For the People of the Parish
6:30 Spanish Mass

PRAY FOR THE SICK

___________________________________
Name of person who is ill
_____________________________
_________________________
Person making this request:
Relationship to ill person
(Friends can be placed on the silent prayer list only)

Altar Bread & Wine
In Memory of
Mary & Kenneth Rau
Requested by
Ann Festa

REMEMBER THOSE WHO HAVE DIED
Doris E. Barth, William Newburgh,
Providence Carpenter, Caroline Burke,
Annette Perrone
our deceased soldiers and all of our
deceased relatives and friends.
Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord and let perpetual light shine
upon them. May they rest in peace.. May their souls and all the souls
of the faithful departed rest in peace. Amen

Proper Use of Tools
In the beginning of Advent, we introduced a new tool to our parish - Mercy Cards. They ask the simple, yet profound
question, Where did I meet Jesus in a work of mercy this week? These cards will always be available in our church so we
can all reflect on this question, become more aware of the presence of Jesus in our daily lives, and grow in our ability to
respond to the presence of Jesus in one another.
I have explained a few times the value of this tool. Think about this:
If the only tool you had was a hammer, you would always look for things to hit because that is what a hammer does.
If the only tool you had was a saw, you would always look to cut things because that is what a saw does.
If the only tool you had was this card with this question, you would always look for Jesus.
So this tool is extremely valuable for our Christian growth...if we use it correctly.
We ask people, if they would like, to put their card in the offering basket so that we can bring these moments to God and
then transcribe these works of mercy into our book of prayer intentions and works of mercy.
Some people have been using this tool inappropriately , writing down their complaints and placing them in the offering
basket. This is the wrong way to use this tool!
But I will respond to two of the complaints because maybe this will lead to growth if people are open to growing.
When are we going to stop singing the response to the intercessions? It is annoying and takes too long.
Singing is an appropriate response to God’s presence. The disciples sang a hymn after the Last Supper before going out to
the garden (Mk 14:26). Disciples, which is what we are all called to be, sing. Our parish has chosen to sing our response
to the intercessions during the Advent/Christmas and Lent/Easter seasons as a way of marking these seasons with a
different level of solemnity than Ordinary Time. We will continue to do so during these seasons. Ordinary time is upon
us so we will be reciting our response for a short while beginning next Sunday. But when Lent comes, we will sing our
response again through the Lent and Easter Seasons.
I imagine this question comes in part because the writer does not like this practice. At Liturgy, we are praying as the Body
of Christ, so it is appropriate, as we enter this communal prayer, to “let go of me” so that we “can enter we”. Also,
sometimes it is appropriate for us to take a little more time with our prayer.
When are we going to put the Tabernacle back on the altar and bring back the Communion Rail so that I can receive
Communion the way I want to?
We are not going to bring back a communion rail. At the Second Vatican Council, the Pope and Bishops of the world
gathered to “open the windows of the church” to invite the Spirit in once again. A council, like Vatican II, is the highest
form of church teaching because it is not just the thoughts of one person, but rather the leaders of the church opening
themselves to the movements of the Holy Spirit of God.
One outgrowth of this council was that in many churches Tabernacles were moved from a High Altar behind the altar of
sacrifice to another altar in a place that is not dominant so our focus during Liturgy would be on the sacrifice that is
happening right now. The Tabernacle is on an altar and it will not be moved.
Another outgrowth of this council was the call for us to focus on our procession toward the altar and then to stand as we
receive the Body of Christ. This common posture is a sign that we are all in communion with one another as well as with
God at this sacred moment and high point of our celebration. We will not put a Communion rail in our church. We will
continue to pray according to the norm of the Roman Catholic Church, which has been the norm for many years. By doing
this, we are in communion not only with one another, but with the worldwide church.
This question clearly addresses “my wants”. Again, when we come to Liturgy, we are called to pray as one body and so it
is appropriate to let go of my wants at times in order to do this. Also, God comes to us how God wants, so it is appropriate
for us at times to accept that, when it comes to God, I may not always get things done my way. Our prayer is, “Thy will be
done.” I don’t know how God wills us to receive this sacrament other that that Jesus said, “Take this and eat it…” so I am
not implying that standing is God’s will, but it is the practice of the church. Following this practice, even if it is not my
preference, could be a simple way of opening more and more to God who comes to us in ways we may not expect.
This brings me back to the mercy cards. Jesus tells us clearly that he comes to us in people who are in need, “Whatever
you do for the least of my brothers or sisters you do for me.” (Mt 25:40). The purpose of this tool is for us all to be more
and more prepared to meet Him in one another and to respond to His presence whenever He chooses to come to us.
I ask everyone to please use this tool appropriately. We may all be amazed at how we grow as disciples if we choose to
use this tool for growth. From now on, when these cards are used for complaints or questions, they will simply be thrown
out and the question or complaint ignored.
- Fr Mike

Ministerio Hispano

Nuestra Misión

Fiesta del Bautismo del Señor

Por amor a nuestro servicio y las
obras de misericordia, invitamos
a cada persona a conocer a
Jesucristo, presente en la palabra
y en la fracción del pan, para que
todos puedan aceptar su don de
salvación.
-------------------------------------Celebraciones Sacramentales y
otras informaciones para la
Comunidad Hispana
El sacramento del bautismo
Padres, por favor llame a la oficina de
la parroquia para hacer una cita con
el Padre Michael Rieder (en español)
(631) 588-8456
El Sacramento de la Eucaristía
Si estás enfermo por un prolongado
tiempo en su hogar, llame a la
rectoría para el servicio de Comunión
en español o al correo
ministeriohispano01@gmail
(516) 320-4144 Sandra Chacón
El Sacramento de la Confirmación
Los niños en edad escolar pueden
prepararse para este Sacramento
llame a la Oficina de Formación de
Fe. (631) 588-8456
El sacramento de la reconciliación
Lunes, Miércoles y Viernes después
de la misa de las 9:00 am ó llame a
la rectoría para hacer una cita con el
Padre Michael Rieder para las
confesiones en español.
631-588-8456
El sacramento de la unción de los
enfermos
Celebramos este Sacramento cada
primavera y otoño, personas que
están crónicamente enfermo,
avanzado en edad o que está a punto
de someterse una cirugía u
hospitalización. Por favor llame a la
Oficina Parroquial. Emergencias
nocturnas: para hablar con un
sacerdote. Llame al
(631) 538-7219
El sacramento del matrimonio
Por favor llame a la oficina por lo
menos seis meses, antes de la fecha
de la boda deseada, antes de
comenzar los preparativos para la
boda.
El sacramento de orden
sacerdotal
Si sientes el llamado a servir en la
iglesia como un sacerdote diácono o
en la vida religiosa consagrada, llame
a la oficina para hablar uno de los
sacerdotes o diáconos como guía.
Rito de Iniciación Cristiana para
Adultos (RICA)
Clases para aquellos adultos
(mayores de 16 años) que desean
recibir los sacramentos del
BAUTISMO, COMUNION &
CONFIRMACION en español.
Necesitará los siguientes
documentos:
1) Identificación que muestra la fecha
de nacimiento.
Diacono Rene Alvarado
(631) 935-5942
Sandra Chacón (516) 320-4144
ministeriohispano01@gmail

Lecturas:
Fiesta del Bautismo del Señor -Ciclo C
Primera lectura: Is 42, 1-4. 6-7
Segunda lectura: Hch 10, 34-38
Evangelio: San Lucas 3, 15-16. 21-22

Hoy celebramos el Bautismo de Jesús en el río Jordán y con esta fiesta terminamos el
gran tiempo navideño. Al salir Jesús del agua, el Padre proclama que Jesús es su Hijo
muy amado y el Espíritu Santo, se posa sobre Él. Luego de esto, Jesús empieza su
misión .

¿Por qué se hizo bautizar Jesús?
¿Por qué, entonces, quiso Jesús ser contado entre los pecadores y, como
algunos de ellos, dejarse bautizar por Juan? En el gesto de Jesús descubrimos su
solidaridad redentora. Se hace uno de los nuestros, para compartir hasta el
fondo nuestra suerte y así poder transformarla. En realidad, no es el agua del
Jordán la que purifica a Jesús, sino que es Él, dejándose sumergir en el agua,
quien confiere al agua el poder de santificar.
La inmersión de Jesús en el Jordán prefigura su inmersión en la muerte. El Señor
no sólo se dejó contar entre los pecadores, sino se apropió de todo el pecado de
los hombres y asumió la consecuencia de ese pecado, la muerte. Haciendo suya
la muerte la destruyó desde dentro, trasformándola en vida, al igual que
convirtió el agua del Jordán en agua de vida.
El Señor, que posee el Espíritu en plenitud, puede comunicarlo a los suyos por
medio de un Bautismo que ya no es, como el de Juan, un mero signo de
penitencia, sino una participación sacramental en su Pascua. Al recibir el
sacramento del Bautismo por el agua y el Espíritu Santo somos verdaderamente
regenerados; morimos al hombre viejo, al pecado, y renacemos como hombres
nuevos, como hijos adoptivos de Dios por la gracia, como miembros de la
Iglesia.
El evangelio dice que apenas salió Jesús del agua se "rasgó el cielo". Los cielos
se abrieron, comenta Santo Tomás de Aquino, para mostrar los elementos que
pertenecen a la eficacia de nuestro Bautismo. Una eficacia que proviene, no de
las fuerzas humanas, sino de la virtud del cielo. Una eficacia relacionada con la
fe del que se bautiza y con la fe de la Iglesia, mediante la cual "contemplamos
las cosas del cielo, que superan los sentidos y la razón humanos". Y, además,
"se abrieron los cielos, para manifestar que el camino del cielo queda abierto
para los bautizados".
Debemos perseverar en la oración para que este nuevo nacimiento, que ha
tenido lugar en nuestro Bautismo, llegue a su plenitud, a su cumplimiento, que
no es otro que el cielo; la amistad con Dios, la comunión con Él y con todos los
bienaventurados.

EVENTOS

•

Taller del V Encuentro con el señor Luis Soto con el tema FORMED en las
Comunidades Hispanas el Sabado 19 de enero de 8:30 am a 3:30 pm
(incluye almuerzo) el taller es gratis, los esperamos en el Carew Hall.

•

Taller Apologética Católica con Alejandro Bermúdez del canal católico
EWTN, Febrero 9 de 8:am a 4:00 pm donación $20.00 (incluye almuerzo)
Para más información llamar a Sandra Chacon (516) 320-4144
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Respect Life

Our Prayer and Action In
Building the City of God
WEEKEND FIGURES FOR DEC. 23rd WILL BE IN NEXT WEEK’S
BULLETIN

Participate in body and/or spirit!
Join us for a Vigil Mass on
Thursday, January 17 at 7 pm to pray
for a change of heart in our country, an
end to abortion, respect for all life, and

Friday, January 18, 2019

Our Prayer for Financial Well Being is $23,700 in our Sunday
Offerings (which will be a $5,000 increase over our 2017 Weekly
Average):
Sunday Jan 6th Collections:
$20,051
Same Week Last Year:
$20,126
This Year Weekly Average ((to-date)
$17,340
Last Year Weekly Average Was:
$18,210
Our Prayer for Evangelization is an increase of 500 new people
at Sunday Mass (which will be 2,043 people at Sunday Mass):
Mass Attendance on Sun. Jan. 6th
1,744
This Year Avg. Mass Attendance
1,434
Last Year Avg. Mass Attendance:
1,535

________________________________________________
Our Prayer for our St Joseph School Enrollment
Is 245 Students (which is an increase of 50 Students):

2017/18 Enrollment is currently:
2018/19 Enrollment to date::

195
183

__________________________________________________________
Christmas Collection:
2018 - $52,673
2017 - $58,284

Hold the Date
Jan 18, 2018
Bus leaves St. Joseph’s at 5am and returns approximately 10:30pm.
For bus information/registration contact Jerry Egan at

631-988-5507
Seating is on a first come first serve
basis so don’t wait to call!
Safe Travel for Participants.

March for Life in DC
SJ will again be sponsoring a bus.

OUR LITURGY
Isaiah prophesies the Lord bringing peace and victory to Israel,
and foretells the ministry of John the Baptist. Paul’s Letter to
|Titus reminds his listeners of the saving grace of God in Jesus
Christ. In Luke’s Gospel, John the Baptist denies being the
Messiah, and at the baptism of Jesus, the Holy Spirit appears in
the shape of a dove. God the Father’s voice is heard proclaiming
Jesus as his beloved son.

LECTORS WANTED!

Baptismal Ministry
Join us in this joy-filled ministry that
welcomes our tiniest new Catholics and
their families to the Celebration of the
Sacrament of Baptism. Every few weeks
we need about an hour of your time to
help the priest or deacon prepare for the
celebration and to welcome and guide
our families to and through the
celebration. If you love babies and like
to meet happy people and welcome
them to our parish, this is for YOU!

To parishioners of Confirmation age or older:
•

Are you reasonably comfortable addressing large groups?

•

Do you speak and read clearly – with confidence, strength,
passion, and certain knowledge of what you speak or say?

•

Do you feel a calling – yes, a vocation – to become God's
instrument to proclaim His Word to His people?

•

Do you believe you can truly bring Scripture alive to the
listener; and are you willing to spend a half-hour or more of
practice (before each assignment) to assure a smooth,
effective, and vibrant proclamation?

We are also in need of
volunteers to needle stich
our Baptismal Bibs for the
infants Baptized here at St.
Joseph.

If your answer to all of the above is "Yes," then your parish needs
you!

If you can help us, please
call the rectory at 588-8456.

Interested? Call Greg Walsh at 585-4524.

On an evening in mid-December, a two-hour Lector Training
session will be held in the rectory.

An Essay on the Parish Church
In the essay on the history of the parish, perhaps no event more significant to the long-term nurturing in faith of this community exists than the building of our present church. The reflections of many on the way the liturgy was celebrated, in four or five places at once
with persons wandering across the property until they could squeeze in - and collections being taken constantly - these make it a wonder what a generation of people found Christ in the Mass at all. Fr. White planned, and Fr. Carew executed, the beautiful building in
which we now can worship God not only in spirit and truth, but also in the beauty of holiness.
There was an after the fact ‘hitch’ in the building of the Church that was also to affect this faith community very deeply. The
Church had to be paid for, and for many years St. Joseph’s was famous as ‘the bingo capital of the East.’ Wheels within wheels and
vicious circles abound in the life of the Church. One problem left, and a bigger problem came. Not only is gambling a long-term spiritual problem, but the pressure on people to staff something like bingo is a real time-bomb in the life of a parish. Please God these are
things that can be prayed about in years to come.
However, the monument remains; the beautiful parish church of St. Joseph that is, in itself, a gesture of faith, a wondrous environment for worship and a catechism in stone. I would urge the reader to enter the church by the front doors on Church St., and look left to
the baptistry and its beautiful window of the baptism of Christ, with the Apostles’ Creed to the side and the marvelous marble font that
symbolizes the womb of the Church that Mothers us to Christ - then to pass through the middle door of the nave, and simply to stand
still and look straight to the altar and the great Risen Christ OFF the Cross that stands above the altar. With the restored tones of the
wall wood and the new colors of the carpet, the altar and Cross stand between heaven and earth to enable us to feel their connection.
The tabernacle, to the right of the altar, stand as a shrine for personal prayer and adoration; the pulpit, to the altar’s left, is a reminder of
the presence and power of the Word of God. The line of the arch over the altar is a hidden-Gothic ‘gesture’ to raise our minds and
hearts to the God whom we can think of only as ‘above’ before we can go ‘within’
The side statues of Mary and Joseph, as well as the windows of the life of St. Joseph, starting from the Mary side and going in order
to the East side - together with the stations of the Cross and the smaller windows of coats of arms of Pope Paul VI and Bishop Walter
Kellenberg at the front, reminders of the apostolic succession - all these make the church a teaching device and a call to formed prayer.
The two great windows of the Ark of Noah and the Bark of Peter at the rear, symbols of the Church from both Testaments, are lessons
in themselves. The windows over the front doors which you see as you leave, the New Jerusalem windows, are the symbol of the
Church as it will be when Jesus comes again.
SPEND TIME IN OUR BEAUTIFUL HOUSE OF THE CHURCH.
IT WILL SPEAK TO YOU
Fr. Charles Kohli

Outreach Resources
Emergency Resources
Response of Suffolk County
Crisis Hotline
631-751-7620 or 631-751-7500 (hotline 24 hrs./7 days)
Www.responsehotline.org
Victims Information Bureau of Suffolk—VIBS
Domestic/date violence, rape, sexual assault, & elder abuse
631-360-3730 or 631-360-3606 (24 hrs. hotline for domestic
violence and rape)
Www.vibs.org or www.inforatvibs.org
Suffolk County Coalition Against Domestic Violence
631-666-8833 (hotline)
Www.sccadv.org
The Retreat
Domestic Violence
631-329-2200 (hotline 24hrs/7 days shelter)
Www.theretreatinc.org
Brighter Tomorrows
Domestic Violence
Hotline (631)395-1800
Islip Hotline
Crisis Hotline: 631-277-4700
Runaway Hotline
631-549-8700, 1-800-621-4000
American Red Cross, Suffolk County Chapter
631-924-6700
Www.redcross.org/ny/suffolk
Child Abuse
1-800-342-3720 (24-Hr.)

Family Resources/Support Groups
Child Care Council of Suffolk
631-362-0303
Www.childcaresuffolk.org
Family Service League of Suffolk County
631-427-3700
Www.fsl.li.org
Hope House Ministries
631-928-2377
Www.hhm.org
Islip Town Teen Parent Resource Center
631-224-9766
Suffolk County Department of Health Services
Project Hope Mothers’ Group
631-853-3035 (call for locations)
Www.co.suffolk.ny.us/health
Haven House/Bridges
631-231-3619
Www.tsli-hhb.org
Alcoholics Anonymous
631-669-1124
Gamblers Anonymous
631-586-7171
Narcotics Anonymous
631-689-6262
Life Center of L.I. - Pregnancy Care
631-243-0066

HIV and Aids Teen Hotline
1-800-440-TEEN (Fri./Sat. 6:30PM to Midnight)
Child Health Plus Information and Referral
1-800-522-5006 (24 Hr.)

Birthright of Nassau/Suffolk
516-785-4070
Al-Anon Suffolk County
631-669-2827
info@AL-Anon-Suffolk-NY.org
Overeaters Anonymous
631-260-6615

Parish Outreach

St. Joseph Parish Outreach
Center
e-mail — sjpo0101@gmail.com website —
http://outreach.stjoronk.org

Through your generosity we are
able to help people throughout
the year. In these tough
economic times we are seeing
people of increasing need. On
their behalf, we thank you for
sharing your own limited resources with your brothers
and sisters. "Whenever you did it for the least of my

people, you did it for me."

“Al-Anon”
Al-Anon is an anonymous fellowship of families and friends of
alcoholics. It is a support program
which meets here at St. Joseph’s
Church on Thursdays 10AM –12
Noon in the basement of the rectory.
(Entrance is in the rear)
For more information please call
631-669-2827.
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Cub Scout Pack 272
Scout Troop 272
St. Joseph’s Cub Scout Pack 272 and Scout Troop 272
have fun, exciting, educational, character building programs for boys and girls, age 7 through 17 (first Grade and
up).
For more information or to enroll your child,
contact Dr. Louis Scotti at 656-8428
or e-mail JoinScouting@StJoRonk.org.

CYO Sport Programs
http://stjoecyosports.com
Baseball:
Intramural (Coed, ages 4-16):
Gene
588-1879
Travel * (Boys)
Vinny
543-4100
Basketball:
Girls (koolmom4d@msn.com)
Debbie
467-6174
Clinic Division (Coed Grades K-2) Nick
585-7723
Boys Grades 3-12)
Vinny
543-4100
Travel*
Vinny
543-4100
Track:
Boys & Girls, Grades K-8
Jerry 585-4048
Soccer :
Intramural Boys & Girls(ages 3-13) Joe 585-0748
jcaiola@fast.net
Travel (LIJSL):
Rob
721-8831
Softball:
Dennis 467-6174

Pack, Troop, and Crew 272 have
a YEAR-ROUND scouting program.

Venturing Events
In Carew Hall after 5:00 PM Mass
Venturing is open to men and women age 14
through 20 who have graduated from 8th
Grade. This year's crew plan is jam packed
with interesting and fun activities here at St.
Joseph's and "off-campus" as well.
Come to our meeting and check it out.
Visit our next meeting:
January 13, 2019 Tonight
e-mail: Crew272@StJoRonk.org
phone: Advisor Mike Keller (631) 872-7675

What did you do this weekend?

Jaxson John Hudik

Faced with a Drinking Problem?
Perhaps
Alcoholics Anonymous Can Help.
“Heart of the Lake” - AA Group
Meets here at St. Josephs R.C. Church
In the basement of the Rectory (entrance in rear)
Wednesday Evening @ 7:30 - 8:45 pm
And
Saturday Afternoon @ 2:00 - 3:15 pm
“The Only Requirement for Membership
Is a desire to stop drinking.”

Cake Bakers Wanted!!!!
If you like to bake, why not join our Cake
Ministry? The cakes are distributed to our
families who loses a loved one. We are in
dire need of bakers. Please consider
putting your talents in the baking mode. If
interested call the rectory at 631-588-8456.

