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Mass Intentions for the Week 
Sunday, Feb. 10 (Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time) 

 7:00  Veronica Tenaglia (The DeLouisa Family) 

 9:00  Louis Zapata (The Brown Family) 

10:30  Joseph Ruggiero (Cathleen, Joseph, Matthew &  

  Daniel Terrano) 

12:00  Kathleen O’Loughlin (Maureen & Kevin Delaney), Sr. 

  Eilish White (Maureen & Kevin Delaney), Michael 

  Fortunato (The Zilinskas Family), Michael Ramos 

  (The Ramos Family), Kathleen Pagliuca (Loving Family), 

  Robert Kohn (Sylvia Comiskey) 

  5:00  Roberta Greaves (The Schiaffino & Biegen Families) 

Monday, Feb. 11 

  7:00   William Beaudry (Martha, Judy & Bill) 

  9:00  James Gray Jr. (Mary & Lou Scotti) 

Tuesday, Feb. 12 

  7:00     Arnold Thomas Brown Sr. (LIVING)  

              (The Marchany Family) 

  8:45  For the People of the Parish 

 Wednesday, Feb. 13 

  7:00     For the People of the Parish 

  9:00     John Donohue (Loving Family) 

Thursday, Feb. 14 (St. Valentines Day) 

  7:00  Bridie, Jack & Pat McWeeney (Mary & Ann) 

  9:00  Anna Sanchez (Loving Daughter & Granddaughter) 

Friday, Feb. 15 

 7:00  Joan Maiolo (The Clarry Family) 

 9:00  For the People of the Parish 

Saturday, Feb. 16 

8:00       For the People of the Parish 

5:00  Savino James Guide (The Kitterle Family), Annette 

  Silvestri (Mr. & Mrs. S. Daguanno) 

Sunday,  Feb. 17 (Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time) 

 7:00  For the People of the Parish 

 9:00      Dec’d. Mbrs. Of St. Regis K of C & Columbiettes,  

  Richard Colavecchio (The DiNero Family) 

10:30  Susan Seputas (Joanne Gennarella) 

12:00  Richard Fahey (Loving Family) 

  5:00  Robert Oswald Jr. (Patty & Gerald Peters) 

  6:30  Spanish Mass  

Serving Your Sacramental Needs 
 

The Sacrament of Baptism 

The Sacrament is celebrated on Sundays at 1:30 PM and on 
the first Saturday of each month.  Parents, please call the 
parish office to arrange a meeting with a priest.   

The Sacrament of Eucharist 

See front cover for mass times.  If you are sick for an 
extended period of time or are homebound, contact the 
parish office to have someone bring Communion to you. 

The Sacrament of Confirmation 

School aged children can prepare for this Sacrament by 
contacting our Faith Formation Office.  Adults who have 
yet to be Confirmed should contact the Parish Office 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation 

As listed on front cover or call the office to see a priest. 

The Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick 

This Sacrament is for the living.  We celebrate this 
Sacrament each Spring and Fall for those who are 
chronically ill, advanced in age, or who are about to 
undergo surgery or hospitalization.  We can arrange the 
Sacrament at other times by calling the Parish Office. 

Emergencies: Call the office to speak to a priest. 

Nighttime emergencies             (631) 538-7219 

The Sacrament of Matrimony 

Bride or Groom please call the office at least six months 
before your desired wedding date to begin preparations for 
marriage.  Please make contact with the parish before 
making other wedding day plans! 

The Sacrament of Holy Orders 

If you feel called to serve in the church as a priest deacon 
or in consecrated religious life, call the office to speak to 
one of the priests or deacons for guidance. 

Interested in possibly becoming Catholic? 

Contact the rectory to arrange a meeting to discuss your 
questions.  We have classes to help people learn about our 
faith and decide if becoming Catholic is best for you.  This 
whole process of inquiry and potential conversion is called 
RCIA—The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults. 

We will respect your personal journey with God! 

 Altar Bread & Wine 

 

In Memory of 

Carol A. Walsh 

Requested by 

Greg 

 

REMEMBER THOSE WHO HAVE DIED 
 

Virginia Kindzerski, Margaret Kelly, Delfina DoAmparo 
Rita Ferrara, Elvira Fiducia, Louis Donisi,  

Thomas Barrett 
 

our deceased soldiers and all of our  
deceased relatives and friends. 

 

Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord and let perpetual light shine 
upon them. May they rest in peace.. May their souls and all the 
souls of the faithful departed rest in peace. Amen 

OUR LITURGY 
 
The first reading recounts the calling of Isaiah, how the seraphim 
of the Lord came to him with an ember, touched his lips with it, 
and said, your wickedness is removed. In the second reading, 
Paul recounts his own calling by the Lord, and outlines the faith 
that has been handed on to him, which he now hands on to the 
Corinthians. In the Gospel, we hear the account of Jesus’ calling 
to discipleship Simon Peter, James and John. 



...But Only Say the Word 
 

In today’s gospel, when Peter realizes that he is in the presence of someone uniquely holy, he says to Jesus, “Depart from me, Lord, for 
I am a sinful man.”  Jesus didn’t do so.  He stuck with Peter, this self proclaimed sinful man and allowed his mercy to work on him to 
the point where Peter became the rock on which our church is built. 

Every Sunday, when I don’t have mass I come to the main entrance to greet people and I usually arrive during Communion.  I am 
surprised, and a little dismayed, at the number of adults who do not approach the altar for this Sacrament.  I don’t know anyone’s 
circumstances but I would be willing to bet that at least a few of these people, who seem to be thinking like Peter on his first encounter 
with Jesus, could really benefit from experiencing the mercy of God poured out in Jesus. 

There is a prayer we say right before Communion, “Lord I am not worthy that you should enter under my roof.  But only say the word 
and my soul will be healed.”  The focal part of that prayer is not the part about my unworthiness.  Our focus is on the power of God’s 
word to heal us.  That prayer is an echo of the centurion who understands the power of the word or command of the one in charge, so he 
is asking Jesus to just say a word of command and the healing will take place - and it did! 

We are called to have faith in the power of God’s word - the Word made Flesh - Jesus!  He did not give up on Peter and he does not 
give up on us.  Early in his life as pope, my good friend Francis was asked to describe himself (Jorge Mario Bergoglio).  His response 
was, “I am a sinner.  A sinner on whom the Lord has shown mercy.”  This is a statement of total humility along with total trust in God.  
We are all called to this kind of humility and to this kind of trust in God. 

 

Let’s look at God’s mercy: 

First, the Sacrament of Reconciliation is available to us all.  In this parish it is available quite often, and if our schedule still does not fit 
yours, please feel free to call and make an appointment with one of our priests.  Long before Planet Fitness used the phrase, we have 
been “The Judgment Free Zone.”  Come experience the power of God’s mercy in this sacramental embrace from Jesus. 

 

Let’s look at some misunderstandings: 

There are people who are convinced that their particular sin is unforgivable.  NOT TRUE.  Pope Francis, in his preaching has had entire 
congregations repeating after him, “God’s love is more powerful than my sin!”  Actually it is a little arrogant to believe that my sin 
could be more powerful than God’s love and that is what we think when we believe we can’t be forgiven. 

There are people who think that, being divorced excludes them from Communion.  This is not true.  Come and speak to one of the 
priests so we can discuss your personal circumstances. 

 

What Communion really is: 

Pope Francis says, “Communion is not a reward for a virtuous life.  It is medicine for those who are sick.”  This is so true!  God’s love 
is unconditional - it is total gift to us!  If we believe that we need to somehow earn the right to come to experience God’s love in this 
sacrament, we need to relearn parts of our faith.  At every mass, we hear Jesus say, “This is the chalice of my blood, the blood of the 
new and eternal covenant to be shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.  Communion itself is a forgiveness Sacrament! 

 

What the Church is: 

Sometimes it seems that people think the Church is a place for saints to gather - that we have to achieve some level of holiness before 
we can approach the church.  That is not the case.  The Church, the Body of Christ, is a community of sinners who all seek to walk in 
God’s mercy.  We are all on a journey and that journey involves falls from time to time.  Pope Francis has said, “I see the Church as a 
field hospital after battle.”  He goes on to say, “The confessional is not a torture chamber, but the place in which the Lord’s mercy 
motivates us to do better.”  Perhaps you are wounded by sin - yours or someone else’s.  Come celebrate God’s healing. 

Please, if you, for one reason or another think that you are not worthy of God’s embrace in receiving Communion, maybe it is time to 
come and speak to me or one of our priests so that you can come and share the loving embrace of Jesus who did not give up on Peter, 
the sinful man, and whose mercy has born fruit in the life of my good friend Pope Francis.  His mercy can bear fruit in your life as well.  
Be open to it! 

- Fr Mike 

Help Us Fight Childhood Cancer 
 

Sunday, March 3 we are joining with St Baldrick’s Foundation in having a head shaving event in 
Carew Hall after morning masses.  Sign up now to get your head shaved or to support someone 
who is getting their head shaved.  Getting your head shaved is a way to be in solidarity with a 
child who lost their hair due to chemotherapy.  It grows back! 

Go to our website and click on the St Baldrick link to help!     

                                                                                                                                     - Fr Mike 
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Our Prayer and Action In                 
 Building the City of God 
 

 

Our Prayer for Financial Well Being is $23,700 in our Sunday  

Offerings  

 

Sunday Feb. 3rd Collections:                      $18,197     

                            

Same Week Last Year:                                                    $16,875  

  

This Year Weekly Average ((to-date)                    $17,172  

                                         

Last Year Weekly Average Was:                     $18,210  

                                       

Our Prayer for Evangelization is an increase of 500 new people 

 at Mass this year 

 

Mass Attendance on Sun. Feb. 3rd                                      1,845 

This Year Avg. Mass Attendance                                         1,450                                             

Last Year Avg. Mass Attendance:                                        1,535      

     Respect Life 
More Depressing Legislation and Congressional Activity on 

the horizon 
 

Two weeks ago we reported on New York State’s Reproductive Health 

Act, and all the devastating law changes that come with it.  We now 

need to report on some legislation at the federal level which, if passed, 

will certainly, and unfortunately, lead to more abortions. 
 

The Hyde Amendment- The first is the repeal of the Hyde amendment.  

Certain newly elected members of the House of Representatives have 

vowed to repeal this law, in the form of the Each Woman Act.  The 

Hyde amendment forbids the federal funding of abortion. On one level 

the Hyde Amendment is misleading because it is circumvented by the 

federal grant and funding system.  This is the case in states where Medi-

caid pays for abortions.  Although technically it is state money that pays 

for the abortions in that scenario, Medicaid programs are heavily subsi-

dized with federal money, so one could reasonably take the position that 

federal money does indeed pay for abortions.  In addition, the federal 

government subsidizes organizations like Planned Parenthood, although 

the money in these cases is not allowed to be used for abortions specifi-

cally, but Planned Parenthood (the largest abortion provider in the coun-

try) would not be a viable organization without their federal funding, so 

again it is reasonable to take the positions that federal dollars do go to 

abortion providers.  From this point of view, the Hyde Amendment’s 

existence for the last forty years or so has been mostly a moral victory 

for the Pro-Life movement.  But on another level Hyde has probably 

saved countless babys’ lives by curtailing, to some extent, simple availa-

bility to federal money.  Rep. Diane DeGette of Colorado believes that 

now is the time to advance pro-abortion legislation.  “I believe that for 

the first time, maybe in our nation’s history, we actually have a pro-

choice majority in the U.S. House of Representatives.”  Unfortunately 

she is probably right.  Rep. DeGette gave her press conference standing 

next to Planned Parenthood president Dr. Leana Wen.  Dr. Wen lament-

ed the fact that abortion has been “…stigmatized, and attacked in a way 

that no other part of healthcare is.”  Dr. Wen is forgetting the fact that no 

other part of healthcare is specifically in existence to take the life of an 

unborn child.  The Pro-Life movement, and the Church, takes the posi-

tion that abortion is in no way healthcare.  The current administration 

has proposed cutting off funding for Planned Parenthood (under Title X 

provisions), and the Department of Health and Human Services should 

have a new rule shortly. 
 

The Global Health, Empowerment, and Rights Act- Rep. DeGette 

also discussed the Global Health, Empowerment, and Rights Act, which 

is designed to undo the administration’s power to cut off funding from 

global aid organizations that provide abortion services.  Upon announc-

ing the legislation, Rep. Barbara Lee, California, declared a “new era for 

reproductive rights” and vowed to roll out the “boldest pro-choice [pro-

abortion] legislation in history.”  Unfortunately, if they are successful 

there will be  less reproduction, so the term “reproductive rights” seems 

like a misnomer.                                                                   

 

Continued: 

 

 

Judiciary- Luckily, none of these bills stand a chance of passing the U.S. 

Senate, but things change with elections.  A second line of defense, or 

advancement, for the Pro-Life movement is the judiciary branch.  The 

most recent appointees have leaned toward constitutional constructional-

ism, which traditionally indicates a respect for the rights of the unborn.  

Unfortunately, some of the appointees have been put through a litmus test 

of religion by certain members of the Senate.  During the hearings on the 

appointment of Amy Coney Barrett to a district court seat back in late 

2017, Senators Feinstein, Durbin, and Hirono questioned her over her 

religious beliefs (she is Catholic) and how they would affect her rulings on 

cases involving abortion.  Later Senator Feinstein doubted the capability of 

Judge Barrett to do her job appropriately.  This is a clear attack on the 

judge’s constitutional rights under the first amendment.  Less than a month 

ago Senators Harris, and Hirono, among others, attacked Brian Beuscher, 

District Court nominee,  over his Catholicism, and over his membership in 

the Knights of Columbus.  Apparently these senators do not believe in an 

individual’s right to opinion, religion, or association, but do believe in the 

necessity for an individual to pass a religious “test” in order to serve as 

federal judge.  They have characterized the Knights of Columbus as an 

extremist group.  There is no place for this type of bias in the United 

States, but pro-abortion advocates in the Senate are prepared to use this 

line of questioning in order to disqualify candidates that are not aligned 

with their belief system. 
 

Please pray to end abortion, and please pray for those who have been vic-

timized by abortion. 
 

“Before I formed you in the womb, I knew you…” Jeremiah 1:5 







WE’RE LOOKING FOR NEW ALTAR SERVERS 
 

TRAINING & PRACTICE SESSIONS BEGIN IN FEB. & MARCH 
 

Beginning in February we will be holding training & practice sessions for new altar servers 
 

There are 7 sessions scheduled, and you’ll need to attend at least 4 of these sessions 
 

We will meet in the Church at 5:30pm for each weekday session, and on Saturday we will meet 
at 2:30pm and will cover the “what” and “why” of an altar server’s role, and how it all fits into the whole Mass 

Here are the dates: 
 

Thursday, February 28 

Tuesday, March 5 

Thursday, March 7 

Saturday, March 9 

Thursday, March 14 

Saturday, March 16 

Tuesday, March 19 
 

Please call the Rectory and leave your name, phone number and\or an email address. Then just come down and join us! 



 

 

Venturing Events 
In Carew Hall after 5:00 PM Mass 

Venturing is open to men and women age 14 
through 20 who have graduated from 8th 
Grade.  This year's crew plan is jam packed 
with interesting and fun activities here at St. 

Joseph's and "off-campus" as well. 
 

Come to our meeting and check it out. 
 

 Visit our next meeting: 

           February 10, 2019 Tonight  
           e-mail: Crew272@StJoRonk.org 

      phone: Advisor Mike Keller (631) 872-7675 

What did you do this weekend? 

Cub Scout Pack 272 

 Scout Troop 272 

 

St. Joseph’s Cub Scout Pack 272 and  Scout Troop 272  
have fun, exciting, educational, character building pro-
grams for boys and girls, age 7 through 17 (first Grade and 
up).  

 For more information or to enroll your child, 
 contact Dr. Louis Scotti at 656-8428 

or e-mail JoinScouting@StJoRonk.org. 
 

Pack, Troop, and Crew 272 have 

a YEAR-ROUND scouting program. 
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CYO Sport Programs 

http://stjoecyosports.com 

Baseball:    

Intramural (Coed, ages 4-16):      Gene    588-1879 

Travel *  (Boys)         Vinny   

543-4100       

Basketball:  

Girls (koolmom4d@msn.com)     Debbie  467-6174 

Clinic Division (Coed Grades K-2)   Nick     585-7723    

Boys Grades 3-12)                 Vinny   543-

4100 

Travel*                                       Vinny   

543-4100 

Track:     

Boys & Girls, Grades K-8        Jerry    

585-4048 

 Soccer : 

Faced with a Drinking Problem? 

Perhaps 

Alcoholics Anonymous Can Help. 

“Heart of the Lake” - AA Group 

Meets here at St. Josephs R.C. Church 

In the basement of the Rectory (entrance in rear) 

Wednesday Evening @ 7:30 - 8:45 pm  

And 

Saturday Afternoon @ 2:00 - 3:15 pm 

“The Only Requirement for Membership  

Is a desire to stop drinking.” 

 

 

 

Thomas McGovern 

Defensive Driving 
 

The defensive driving course will 
be offered at St. Joseph Church on 
Saturday, February 16, 2018 in 
Carew Hall from 8:30 am to 3:00 
pm.  Fee is $45.  Please call the 
rectory at 588-8456 to reserve your 
place.  Make checks payable to St. 
Joseph Church. 


