February 17, 2019 — Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time

February 17, 2019
Serving Your Sacramental Needs
The Sacrament of Baptism
The Sacrament is celebrated on Sundays at 1:30 PM and on
the first Saturday of each month. Parents, please call the
parish office to arrange a meeting with a priest.
The Sacrament of Eucharist
See front cover for mass times. If you are sick for an
extended period of time or are homebound, contact the
parish office to have someone bring Communion to you.
The Sacrament of Confirmation
School aged children can prepare for this Sacrament by
contacting our Faith Formation Office. Adults who have
yet to be Confirmed should contact the Parish Office
The Sacrament of Reconciliation
As listed on front cover or call the office to see a priest.
The Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick
This Sacrament is for the living. We celebrate this
Sacrament each Spring and Fall for those who are
chronically ill, advanced in age, or who are about to
undergo surgery or hospitalization. We can arrange the
Sacrament at other times by calling the Parish Office.
Emergencies: Call the office to speak to a priest.
Nighttime emergencies
(631) 538-7219
The Sacrament of Matrimony
Bride or Groom please call the office at least six months
before your desired wedding date to begin preparations for
marriage. Please make contact with the parish before
making other wedding day plans!
The Sacrament of Holy Orders
If you feel called to serve in the church as a priest deacon
or in consecrated religious life, call the office to speak to
one of the priests or deacons for guidance.
Interested in possibly becoming Catholic?
Contact the rectory to arrange a meeting to discuss your
questions. We have classes to help people learn about our
faith and decide if becoming Catholic is best for you. This
whole process of inquiry and potential conversion is called
RCIA—The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults.

We will respect your personal journey with God!
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Mass Intentions for the Week
Sunday, Feb. 17 (Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time)
7:00
For the People of the Parish
9:00
Dec’d. Mbrs. Of St. Regis K of C & Columbiettes,
Richard Colavecchio (The DiNero Family)
10:30 Susan Seputas (Joanne Gennasrella)
12:00 Richard Fahey (Loving Family)
5:00 Robert Oswald Jr. (Patty & Gerald Peters)
Monday, Feb. 18 (President’s Day)
7:00 Anne Sullivan (Mary Ellen Bergin)
9:00 For the People of the Parish
Tuesday, Feb. 19
7:00 Madeline Boody (Loving Friends)
9:00 Roberto Sanchez (Loving Daughter & Grandaughter)
Wednesday, Feb. 20
7:00 For the People of the Parish
9:00 Bernadette Gil (Eileen McManus)
Thursday, Feb. 21
7:00 Kathleen Pagliuca (Loving Family)
9:00 Joseph & Helen Onufrak (Loving Family)
Friday, Feb. 22
7:00
For the People of the Parish
9:00
Robert Filce
Saturday, Feb. 23
8:00
For the People of the Parish
5:00
Dom & Lee Caccappolo (Jim & Cathy Foy), Philip A.
Benson (The Kitterle Family), Michael Rossello
(Nicole Geiss), For the People of the Parish
Sunday, Feb. 24 (Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time)
7:00
Michael Rossello (Mr. & Mrs. August Rossello)
9:00
Luis Zapata (Melody && Jim Marino)
10:30 Michael Ramos (Cathy West), Rose Keagan (Eileen
Miranda), Gerarde J. DeLuca (The Vessa Family),
Eleanor Roode (The Intriago Family), Katherine Fariello
(The Colon-Fariello Family), Frank Arceri (The Vessa
Family)
12:00 James Burns (Respect Life Ministry)
5:00 Cynthia Hunold (The Dinger Family)
6:30 Spanish Mass

Cody Arthur Petrarca

OUR LITURGY
REMEMBER THOSE WHO HAVE DIED
Stephen Malone, Anell Lipani, Maria Vella,
Lucia Koster
our deceased soldiers and all of our
deceased relatives and friends.
Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord and let perpetual
light shine upon them. May they rest in peace.. May their
souls and all the souls of the faithful departed rest in
peace. Amen

In the first reading, trusting in the Lord brings a refreshing life of
abundance. Saint Paul, in the second reading, says that Christ’s
resurrection brings life to all who believe. In the Gospel, Jesus
teaches the beatitudes.

Altar Bread & Wine
In Memory of
Vincent Festa
Requested by
Ann Festa

EVERYONE CAN DO WORKS OF MERCY
This story, Gospel's poor widow is homeless in Vermont by Mark Redmond appeared in the Soul Seeing section of the
January 11 - 24 issue of National Catholic Reporter
As the director of a nonprofit organization in Burlington, Vermont, that helps homeless and at-risk teenagers, one of my
principal duties is fundraising. With fewer federal and state dollars available, we have no alternative but to ask individuals,
companies and foundations to donate so we can keep our doors open for those youth needing our services.
A few years ago, a restaurant a few blocks away from our shelter held a Free Burrito Day, with all proceeds going to our
nonprofit. I was grateful and volunteered to help in whatever capacity they desired. Local celebrities, including the mayor,
the University of Vermont hockey coach and others, stood behind the counter rolling burritos, while I stood there holding a
large bowl that had "Please donate" taped to it.
It started at 11 a.m., and immediately a long line of people formed, college students, businesspeople and families. Most of
them were receiving their burrito and then putting one or two dollars in the bowl, some people larger amounts, while others
put in nothing, which was fine since there was no requirement to donate.
But at one point, I saw three men in line whom I recognized as being from Burlington's homeless population. They were
dressed practically in rags, were unwashed and unshaved. They looked to me to be inebriated to some degree, although
acting fine, not acting out in any way.
The restaurant manager had previously given me several "Get Another Free Burrito" cards to hand out to whomever I
wished. This seemed like the perfect opportunity, so when the first homeless man came through and was handed his burrito,
I offered him one of the cards. When I did so, he responded with a smile that I will never forget. Beatific is the only word
that comes to mind. He was delighted and grateful beyond words.
Then he reached into his pocket, pulled out two pennies, and began to deposit them into the bowl I was holding. My first
reaction was to pull back and say, "That's okay. You don't have to do that. This isn't meant for you."
But I didn't. I resisted that impulse, recognizing that this perfect soul, as homeless and poor as he appeared, had as much
right to give back as anyone else, and to deny him that would be to deny him dignity and love.
He put the two pennies in the bowl. I smiled and thanked him. As he walked away I could not help but think of the Gospel
story in which a poor widow at the temple came and donated two small coins, and Jesus responded, "This poor widow put
in more than all the others; for they all put in out of their surplus, but she, out of her poverty, put in all she owned, all she
had to live on."
A few months later, I convinced one of the wealthiest people in Vermont to come and see our shelter and everything else
we offer to homeless youth. I had heard that he had recently made a six-figure gift to another nonprofit, so I planned to ask
him to do the same for us. After touring him through, I asked if he would donate.
"What's the range of giving?" he asked.
I thought for a moment and responded, "This year one family made a quarter-million-dollar gift to us. And a homeless man
gave us two cents. That's the range."
He looked at me quizzically, eyebrows raised, but didn't say anything.
I then added: "And both gifts mean exactly the same to us."

Sacred Relics Of The Saints: Treasures Of The Church
St. Joseph Parish presents a teaching and exposition of Sacred Relics on Tuesday March 19 at 7:00 pm. Father Carlos
Martins of the Companions of the Cross will be here with a very special Vatican collection of over 150 relics, some as old
as 2000 years. Among the treasures will be relics of St. Maria Goretti, St. Therese of Lisieux (the “Little Flower"), St.
Francis of Assisi, St. Anthony of Padua, St. Thomas Aquinas, and St. Faustina Kowalska. In addition, there will also be
present a portion of the veil of Our Lady, as well as one of the largest remaining pieces of the True Cross in the
world. Those in attendance will be able to examine and venerate each relic. In the Church’s history many miracles and
healings have been worked in the presence of relics, and many have been healed through this ministry. Please do not miss
this opportunity. You are encouraged to bring your articles of devotion (such as rosaries, holy cards, etc.) and pictures of ill
friends/family members which you will be able to touch to the reliquaries as a means of intercession.

Help Us Fight Childhood Cancer
Sunday, March 3 we are joining with St Baldrick’s Foundation in having a head shaving event in Carew Hall
after morning masses. Sign up now to get your head shaved or to support someone who is getting their head
shaved. Getting your head shaved is a way to be in solidarity with a child who lost their hair due to
chemotherapy. It grows back! Go to our website and click on the St Baldrick link to help!
- Fr Mike

At Sunday, the Pre-Cana Ministry assist engaged couples
that are preparing for marriage. Our pre-cana couples
facilitate classes throughout the year for engaged couples, sharing their experiences and insight on relevant
topics to a lasting marriage, and engaging with people
who can be an important part of our evangelization.

The Bereavement Ministry truly represents God’s mercy here in our parish community. They help others
begin to transform their lives by allowing the deserted places in their hearts to again bloom. Those who walk
with those who have lost someone, or others, who have died and are in the Lord’s arms.
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Respect Life
On January 22 Governor Andrew Cuomo signed the Reproductive Health Act into law. Following is a statement of the New
York State Catholic Conference on the passage and signing of the
Reproductive Health Act:
Today, New York State has added a sad chapter to this
already solemn date of January 22, the anniversary of
Roe v. Wade. With the legislature’s passage, and Governor Cuomo’s signing of the Reproductive Health Act, our
beloved state has become a more dangerous one for
women and their unborn babies.
Many of the state Senators and Assembly Members who
voted for this abortion expansion are mothers themselves, who felt their child toss, turn and kick in their
womb, and delighted in the progress of their pregnancy.
Many others, as well as our governor, are fathers, who
held their partner’s hand as they viewed the ultrasound
videos, watched their child squirm and rejoiced at the
first sound of a heartbeat. Many of these same officials
were themselves born into less-than-perfect conditions
– poverty, health problems, disabilities, broken families.
All overcame these issues to rise to leadership in our
state, because their parents chose life for them.
We thank all of our partners in the 12-year-long fight to
stop this horrendous policy, and all pro-life New Yorkers
who made their voices heard in an effort to stop it. Let
us all pray for the conversion of heart for those who celebrate this tragic moment in the history of our state.
And we pray in a special way for the lives that will be
lost, and for the women of our state who are made less
safe under this law.
The Catholic Conference represents the Bishops of New York
State in public policy matters.

Our Prayer and Action In
Building the City of God
Our Prayer for Financial Well Being is $23,700 in our Sunday
Offerings
Sunday Feb. 10th Collections:

$20,067

Same Week Last Year:

$18,777

This Year Weekly Average ((to-date)

$17,293

Last Year Weekly Average Was:

$18,210

Our Prayer for Evangelization is an increase of 500 new people
at Mass this year
Mass Attendance on Sun. Feb. 10th
This Year Avg. Mass Attendance
Last Year Avg. Mass Attendance:

1,636
1,458
1,535

WE’RE LOOKING FOR
NEW
ALTAR SERVERS
TRAINING & PRACTICE
SESSIONS BEGIN IN
FEB. & MARCH
Beginning in February we will be holding training &
practice sessions for new altar servers
There are 7 sessions scheduled, and you’ll need to attend
at least 4 of these sessions
We will meet in the Church at 5:30pm for each weekday
session, and on Saturday we will meet at 2:30pm and
will cover the “what” and “why” of an altar server’s role,
and how it all fits into the whole Mass

Here are the dates:
Thursday, February 28
Tuesday, March 5
Thursday, March 7
Saturday, March 9
Thursday, March 14
Saturday, March 16
Tuesday, March 19
Please call the Rectory and leave your name, phone number and\or an email address. Then just come down and join
us!
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Cub Scout Pack 272
Scout Troop 272
St. Joseph’s Cub Scout Pack 272 and Scout Troop 272
have fun, exciting, educational, character building programs for boys and girls, age 7 through 17 (first Grade and
up).
For more information or to enroll your child,
contact Dr. Louis Scotti at 656-8428
or e-mail JoinScouting@StJoRonk.org.

CYO Sport Programs
http://stjoecyosports.com
Baseball:
Intramural (Coed, ages 4-16):
Gene
588-1879
Travel * (Boys)
Vinny
543-4100
Basketball:
Girls (koolmom4d@msn.com) Debbie
467-6174
Clinic Division (Coed Grades K-2) Nick
585-7723
Boys Grades 3-12)
Vinny
5434100
Travel*
Vinny
543-4100
Track:
Boys & Girls, Grades K-8
Jerry
585-4048
Soccer :

Faced with a Drinking Problem?
Perhaps
Alcoholics Anonymous Can Help.
“Heart of the Lake” - AA Group
Meets here at St. Josephs R.C. Church
In the basement of the Rectory (entrance in rear)
Wednesday Evening @ 7:30 - 8:45 pm
And
Saturday Afternoon @ 2:00 - 3:15 pm
“The Only Requirement for Membership
Is a desire to stop drinking.”

Pack, Troop, and Crew 272 have
a YEAR-ROUND scouting program.

Venturing Events
In Carew Hall after 5:00 PM Mass
Venturing is open to men and women age 14
through 20 who have graduated from 8th
Grade. This year's crew plan is jam packed
with interesting and fun activities here at St.
Joseph's and "off-campus" as well.
Come to our meeting and check it out.
Visit our next meeting:
February 17, 2019 Tonight
e-mail: Crew272@StJoRonk.org
phone: Advisor Mike Keller (631) 872-7675

What did you do this weekend?

Defensive Driving
The defensive driving course will be
offered at St. Joseph Church on
Saturday, February 16, 2018 in Carew
Hall from 8:30 am to 3:00 pm. Fee is $45.
Please call the rectory at 588-8456 to
reserve your place.
Make checks
payable to St. Joseph Church.

