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Mass Intentions for the Week 
Sunday, Feb. 24 (Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time) 

 7:00  Michael Rossello (Mr. & Mrs. August Rossello) 

 9:00  Luis Zapata (Melody & Jim Marino) 

10:30  Michael Ramos (Cathy West), Rose Keagan (Eileen  

  Miranda), Gerard J. DeLuca (The Vessa Family), Eleanor 

  Roode (The Intriago Family), Katherine Fariello (The Colon- 

  Fariello Families), Frank Arceri (The Vessa Family) 

12:00  James Burns (The Respect Life Ministry) 

  5:00  Cynthia Hunold (The Dinger Family)) 

Monday, Feb. 25  

  7:00   John Hughes (Loving Mother) 

  9:00  Peggy McGann (St. Joseph Rectory Staff) 

Tuesday, Feb. 26 

  7:00     Leonida Valdeavella (Neil & Claudiaq Valdeavella) 

  8:45  Anna & Gasper Crimaudo (Loving Family) 

 Wednesday, Feb. 27 

  7:00     James J. Heiman (Loving Sister Helen) 

  9:00     Marie Sweeney-Winzinger (The Grieb Family) 

Thursday, Feb. 28  

  7:00  William J. Kelleher Sr. (Loving Family) 

  9:00  Police Officer Michael Melchiona (Loving Brother) 

  Francesca Gallo (Loving Grandparents) 

Friday, March 1 

 7:00  Peter Grabowski (Loving Wife) 

 9:00  Liana Ferrante (Sally & Giulio Ferrante) 

Saturday, March 2 

8:00       Angelo & Theresa DeFilippo (Marie DeFilippo) 

5:00  James Rhodes (Tony & Cindy Prisco), Louise Esposito 

  (Ann Rizzo), Marie Foy (Loving Children), Zofija 

  Rukstele (The DeLouisa Family), Joan Walsh 

  (Margaret Walsh & Family), For the People of the Parish 

Sunday,  March 3 (Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time) 

 7:00  Erin Teaney (Joan Teaney) 

 9:00      Luis Zapata (Lisa & Danny Florenco) 

10:30  Stanislaw Lajewski (Loving Daughter & Family) 

12:00  Godofredo Alcantara (Loving Wife, Son & Grandson), 

  Solidade Espozito (Mr. & Mrs. Iberico Goncalves),  

  Solidade Espozito (Mr. & Mrs. Antonio Pedra), John 

  Dias (John Balkam), Stephen Malone (Victor Nease), 

  Gloria Borgia (The DiNero Family) 

  5:00  Frank Schiavone (Loving Daughter Laura) 

Serving Your Sacramental Needs 
 

The Sacrament of Baptism 

The Sacrament is celebrated on Sundays at 1:30 PM and on 
the first Saturday of each month.  Parents, please call the 
parish office to arrange a meeting with a priest.   

The Sacrament of Eucharist 

See front cover for mass times.  If you are sick for an 
extended period of time or are homebound, contact the 
parish office to have someone bring Communion to you. 

The Sacrament of Confirmation 

School aged children can prepare for this Sacrament by 
contacting our Faith Formation Office.  Adults who have 
yet to be Confirmed should contact the Parish Office 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation 

As listed on front cover or call the office to see a priest. 

The Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick 

This Sacrament is for the living.  We celebrate this 
Sacrament each Spring and Fall for those who are 
chronically ill, advanced in age, or who are about to 
undergo surgery or hospitalization.  We can arrange the 
Sacrament at other times by calling the Parish Office. 

Emergencies: Call the office to speak to a priest. 

Nighttime emergencies             (631) 538-7219 

The Sacrament of Matrimony 

Bride or Groom please call the office at least six months 
before your desired wedding date to begin preparations for 
marriage.  Please make contact with the parish before 
making other wedding day plans! 

The Sacrament of Holy Orders 

If you feel called to serve in the church as a priest deacon 
or in consecrated religious life, call the office to speak to 
one of the priests or deacons for guidance. 

Interested in possibly becoming Catholic? 

Contact the rectory to arrange a meeting to discuss your 
questions.  We have classes to help people learn about our 
faith and decide if becoming Catholic is best for you.  This 
whole process of inquiry and potential conversion is called 
RCIA—The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults. 

We will respect your personal journey with God! 

 Altar Bread & Wine 

 

In Memory of 

Vincent Festa 

Requested by 

Ann Festa  

REMEMBER THOSE WHO HAVE DIED 
 

                        Harry Reahl, Aleko Papakozma, Michael Buono Jr. 
   our deceased soldiers and all of our  

deceased relatives and friends. 
 

Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord and let perpetual 
light shine upon them. May they rest in peace.. May their 
souls and all the souls of the faithful departed rest in 
peace. Amen 

OUR LITURGY 
 

In the first reading, David does not allow anyone to harm Saul 
when they have the opportunity to do so, and makes it clear to 
Saul’s troops what he did. In Corinthians, Paul describes Jesus as 
the second Adam, the spiritual man. Jesus, in the Gospel, 
explains to his disciples all that the commandment “to love” 
entails. 

 

 

Adalyn Luise 

Anthony Luisi 

Emmie Eileen Slinkosky 



Lent Is Coming 
What Are Your Plans? 

 

We all know that the groundhog didn’t see his shadow this year and that is supposed to mean that spring will be a little 
early this year.  But this year, Lent and Easter are a little bit late.  Ash Wednesday is on March 6 and Easter is not until 
April 21. 

A later Lent gives us all a chance to do some planning for this wonderful season. I remember a few years ago, Mike 
Keller said, “In Lent we pray fast, and we give alms.”  Then after a few giggles, he corrected himself and said, “We 
pray, we fast, and we give alms.”  Let’s look at these three traditional activities connected with Lent: 

We Pray:  The purpose of prayer is to grow in our relationship with God.  Lent is a great time to renew that 
relationship.  God’s covenant relationship with his people (The People of Israel) was nurtured in the 40 years they spent 
in the desert.  Our 40 days of Lent is a remembrance of those 40 years so it is a great time for each one of us to grow in 
our relationship with God through prayer. 

My suggestion is that we do not just add a prayer as a task to get done.  Maybe it would be better to set aside a little bit 
of time with God.  If you were nurturing, or reigniting a relationship with your spouse, you might set aside a little more 
time together without the day to day distractions (maybe a date night).  Why not see if you can set aside a little time like 
this with God?  You may want to use FORMED as a tool for this.  You can connect to FORMED through our parish 
website.  Another way to pray is with scripture. The daily readings used at mass are available at usccb.org bible 
readings.  The daily readings create a great journey through the season of Lent.  Who knows, when Easter comes, you 
may have created a new habit and will continue this journey with the daily readings for the Easter Season. 

We Fast: Here’s the old, “I’m giving up Chocolate for Lent.”  Maybe it is time to take it to a higher level than that.  My 
brother in law used to tell me how he would give up chocolate each Lent and then on Easter morning he would raid his 
kids’ Easter baskets.  I don’t think this practice helped him to grow in his relationship with God.  Actually, by the end of 
Lent he had acquired two new vices - gluttony and theft.  So why do we fast?  Does it please God?  Actually, fasting is a 
practice that can help us to focus our hunger while we grow in our ability to trust in God - Blessed is the one who trusts 
in the LORD, (Jer. 17:7). When we fast, we are called to remember that all of our hunger and all of our desires should 
be for God in our life because God is the only one who can satisfy our desires. 

Fasting is also a reminder of the desert experience of the people of Israel.  They depended on God every day and God 
gave them manna from heaven every day.  Our fasting can make us more aware of the fact that God will take care of u 
every day if we ask for his help. 

I once went to confession in Lent and told the priest that I had failed at my Lenten promises.  He responded, “Good!!!”  
I didn’t understand.  So he explained, “If you promised to give something up for Lent and you accomplish that, what’s 
the big deal?  You did it - where does God fit in?  But if you fail, then you have to ask for God’s help and you are 
reminded that you can really do nothing without God’s help.  That brings you closer to God.”  That was a great lesson 
in my faith life. 

We Give Alms:  Pope Francis called a Year of Mercy that began on The Feast of the Immaculate Conception (12/8/15) 
and ran until The Feast of Christ the King (11/20/16).  My sister said to me, “A year of mercy?  Isn’t that supposed to 
be our lifestyle?”  She is right but sometimes we get off track and need an opportunity to get ourselves back to where 
we are called. 

Making a point of giving alms during Lent is a great way to get back on track with being people of mercy.  One way to 
grow as a person of mercy during Lent might be to connect your prayer, fasting, and almsgiving.  Choose a charitable 
organization 9including your own parish) that you would like to support.  Pray for the work of that organization and for 
the people who are part of that organization (ask God to help them to grow in love and in service, and pray for the 
people they serve).  Then, when you fast from something that has a price tag on it, perhaps you can give the money you 
saved to that organization. 

Looking for a head start?  Our next Share Mercy Sunday (March 3) is just before Ash Wednesday.  We are having our 
second St Baldrick Head Shaving Event!  You can “give up your hair for Lent.”  By getting supporters, you are also 
giving alms to this organization.  And every time you touch your head for a month you can easily remember to pray for 
this organization and for all children who are fighting cancer. 

Not sure you want to give up your hair?  You can give alms by supporting me as I get my head shaved.  Go to my page 
to donate:  https://www.stbaldricks.org/participants/mypage/998977/2019 

Here’s a great Lenten Prayer opportunity: 

We are hosting Creative Ministries Journey Cross and Crucifixion on Friday March 15 in the church.  This is a great 
way to enter the mystery of our salvation through the Cross of Jesus. 

Also, don’t forget to bring your pain to the cross that will be in the sanctuary beginning on Ash Wednesday. 

-Fr Mike 



WE’RE LOOKING FOR 
NEW  

ALTAR SERVERS 
 

TRAINING & PRACTICE                   
            SESSIONS BEGIN IN  

                FEB. & MARCH 
 

Beginning in February we will be holding training &  

practice sessions for new altar servers 
 

There are 7 sessions scheduled, and you’ll need to attend 
at least 4 of these sessions 

 

We will meet in the Church at 5:30pm for each weekday 
session, and on Saturday we will meet at 2:30pm and 

will cover the “what” and “why” of an altar server’s role, 
and how it all fits into the whole Mass 

Here are the dates: 
 

Thursday, February 28 

Tuesday, March 5 

Thursday, March 7 

Saturday, March 9 

Thursday, March 14 

Saturday, March 16 

Tuesday, March 19 
 

Please call the Rectory and leave your name, phone num-
ber and\or an email address. Then just come down and join 

us! 

 

LECTORS 
WANTED! 

 

 
 
 

To parishioners of Confirmation age or older: 
 

Are you reasonably comfortable addressing large groups? 
 

Do you speak and read clearly – with confidence, strength, 
passion, and certain knowledge of what you speak or 
say? 

 

Do you feel a calling – yes, a vocation – to become God's 
instrument to proclaim His Word to His people? 

 

Do you believe you can truly bring Scripture alive to the 
listener; and are you willing to spend a half-hour or 
more of practice (before each assignment) to assure a 
smooth, effective, and vibrant proclamation? 

 

If your answer to all of the above is "Yes," then your 
parish needs you! 
 

On an evening in mid-March, a two-hour Lector Training 
session will be held in the rectory. 
 
 

Interested? Call Greg Walsh at 585-4524. 

FAMILY MASS at St. Joseph 
Saturday, March 2 at 5:00PM 

HOW CHILDREN CAN GET INVOLVED 

Children’s Choir Members 

Contact: Mike Keller 

MikeKeller@Stjoronk.org 

      Altar Servers 

Contact Ed Grieb 

EdGrieb@Stjoronk.org 

Lectors 

Contact: Anne DiNero 

annedinero1@gmail.com 

Welcome Greeters 

Contact:Michele Nappi 

Michele@Stjoronk.org 

Gift Bearers 

Please speak to the Ushers at 
Mass 
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Our Prayer and Action In                 
 Building the City of God 
 

 

Our Prayer for Financial Well Being is $23,700 in our Sunday  

Offerings  

 

Sunday Feb. 17th Collections:                      $18,109     

                            

Same Week Last Year:                                                    $19,237  

  

This Year Weekly Average ((to-date)                    $17,325  

                                         

Last Year Weekly Average Was:                     $18,210  

                                       

Our Prayer for Evangelization is an increase of 500 new people 

 at Mass this year 

 

Mass Attendance on Sun. Feb. 17th                                    1,300 

This Year Avg. Mass Attendance                                         1,450                                             

Last Year Avg. Mass Attendance:                                        1,535   
 

Repair & Maintenance:   

February Collection                                                            $5,893 

Tree-of-Life                                                                           1,750 

Total for February                                                               $7,643 

     Respect Life 
 This is a reprint from April 2018 

 

Pro-Life vs. Pro-Abortion, by the numbers 

 

The abortion industry and their supporters in government and on 
college campuses would have us believe that the majority of 
American citizens are in favor of woman’s right to choose abor-
tion when she feels it is appropriate for her, claiming that 57% of 
us are in favor of “legal abortion.”   But according to the Pew 
Research Center, when the stipulation that all abortion should be 
legal is added to the polling question, the support drops to just 
33%.  Unfortunately, this was one of just a few encouraging sta-
tistics offered in this set of data. 

 

Pew listed a lot of different breakdowns on support for legal 
abortion, including Political party, with Republicans saying that 
abortion should be illegal in all, or most cases by a margin of 
65% to 35%, while Democrats believe that abortion should be 
legal by a margin of 75% to 25%.  Conservative Republicans are 
Pro-Life by 71% to 27%, while Liberal Democrats are pro-
abortion by the staggering margin of 91% to 9%.  70% of college 
graduates believe in legal abortion, while people with a high 
school education or less are split 50/50. 

 

The figures by religion are disappointing.  70% of evangelical 
Protestants are Pro-Life, but that’s where the good news ends.  
People with no religious affiliation are in favor of abortion by a 
margin of 80% to 20%.  Mainline Protestants are in favor of legal 
abortion by a margin of 67% to 33%.  Lastly, Catholics are in 
favor of legal abortion by a margin of 53% to 44%.  Only two 
groups can be counted on to support the Pro-Life movement the 
majority of the time; Evangelical Protestants, and Republicans. 

 

Statistics show that the richer you are, the more educated you are, 
and the more secular you are, the more strongly you support 
abortion.  This raises a critical point for all of us as Catholics, as 
people of God, and as citizens.  We, as a society, have gotten to 
the point where we are eliminating God from our lives.  And it is 
not just the militant atheist groups we hear about that want to 
remove “In God we trust” from our currency, and “under God” 
from the pledge of allegiance.  It is the insidious advance of other 
issues that take the place of God.  Money, success, materialism, 
athletics, entertainment, to name a few, have all become more 
important than God.  The number of people bringing up their 
children in the church, or in any religion, decreases with each 
subsequent generation, with the logical conclusion being the 
complete elimination of Christian religions.  We are creating a 
void where God should be, and therefore creating a void where 
good should be.  Voids are always filled, and this one is being 
filled with indifference, which will inevitably lead to evil. 

We must fight, through prayer, and through action to reverse this 
trend.  We must trust in our lord, Jesus Christ, and strive to be-
come part of the solution. 

Have blessed week, from the Respect Life Committee!  

 

 “Before I formed you in the womb, I knew you…” Jeremiah 

1:5 









 

 

Venturing Events 
In Carew Hall after 5:00 PM Mass 

Venturing is open to men and women age 14 
through 20 who have graduated from 8th 
Grade.  This year's crew plan is jam packed 
with interesting and fun activities here at St. 

Joseph's and "off-campus" as well. 
 

Come to our meeting and check it out. 
 

 Visit our next meeting: 

           February 24, 2019 Tonight  
           e-mail: Crew272@StJoRonk.org 

      phone: Advisor Mike Keller (631) 872-7675 

What did you do this weekend? 

Cub Scout Pack 272 

 Scout Troop 272 

 

St. Joseph’s Cub Scout Pack 272 and  Scout Troop 272  
have fun, exciting, educational, character building pro-
grams for boys and girls, age 7 through 17 (first Grade and 
up).  

 For more information or to enroll your child, 
 contact Dr. Louis Scotti at 656-8428 

or e-mail JoinScouting@StJoRonk.org. 
 

Pack, Troop, and Crew 272 have 

a YEAR-ROUND scouting program. 

Page 10 

 

CYO Sport Programs 

http://stjoecyosports.com 

Baseball:    

Intramural (Coed, ages 4-16):      Gene    588-1879 

Travel *  (Boys)         Vinny   

543-4100       

Basketball:  

Girls (koolmom4d@msn.com)     Debbie  467-6174 

Clinic Division (Coed Grades K-2)   Nick     585-7723    

Boys Grades 3-12)                 Vinny   543-

4100 

Travel*                                       Vinny   

543-4100 

Track:     

Boys & Girls, Grades K-8        Jerry    

585-4048 

 Soccer : 

PRAY FOR THE SICK 
___________________________________ 

Name of person who is ill 
 _____________________________   _________________________ 
         Person making this request:                            Relationship to ill person  

(Friends can be placed on the silent prayer list only) 

PRAY FOR OUR TROOPS 
 

__________________________________ 
Name, Rank and Branch of Service 

______________________________ ____________________ 
      Person making this request                                   Relationship to Soldier 

(Friends can be placed on the silent prayer list only) 
Faced with a Drinking Problem? 

Perhaps 

Alcoholics Anonymous Can Help. 

“Heart of the Lake” - AA Group 

Meets here at St. Josephs R.C. Church 

In the basement of the Rectory (entrance in rear) 

Wednesday Evening @ 7:30 - 8:45 pm  

And 

Saturday Afternoon @ 2:00 - 3:15 pm 

“The Only Requirement for Membership  

Is a desire to stop drinking.” 

“Al-Anon” 
 

Al-Anon is an anonymous fellowship 
of families and friends of alcoholics. 
It is a support program which meets 
here at St. Joseph’s Church on Thurs-
days 10AM –12 Noon in the base-
ment of the rectory. (Entrance is in 
the rear)  

For more information please call  

631-669-2827. 


