March 17, 2019 — Second Sunday of Lent

March 17, 2019
Serving Your Sacramental Needs
The Sacrament of Baptism
The Sacrament is celebrated on Sundays at 1:30 PM and on
the first Saturday of each month. Parents, please call the
parish office to arrange a meeting with a priest.
The Sacrament of Eucharist
See front cover for mass times. If you are sick for an
extended period of time or are homebound, contact the
parish office to have someone bring Communion to you.
The Sacrament of Confirmation
School aged children can prepare for this Sacrament by
contacting our Faith Formation Office. Adults who have
yet to be Confirmed should contact the Parish Office
The Sacrament of Reconciliation
As listed on front cover or call the office to see a priest.
The Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick
This Sacrament is for the living. We celebrate this
Sacrament each Spring and Fall for those who are
chronically ill, advanced in age, or who are about to
undergo surgery or hospitalization. We can arrange the
Sacrament at other times by calling the Parish Office.
Emergencies: Call the office to speak to a priest.
Nighttime emergencies
(631) 538-7219
The Sacrament of Matrimony
Bride or Groom please call the office at least six months
before your desired wedding date to begin preparations for
marriage. Please make contact with the parish before
making other wedding day plans!
The Sacrament of Holy Orders
If you feel called to serve in the church as a priest deacon
or in consecrated religious life, call the office to speak to
one of the priests or deacons for guidance.
Interested in possibly becoming Catholic?
Contact the rectory to arrange a meeting to discuss your
questions. We have classes to help people learn about our
faith and decide if becoming Catholic is best for you. This
whole process of inquiry and potential conversion is called
RCIA—The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults.

We will respect your personal journey with God!

Altar Bread & Wine
In Memory of
Mary Ryan
Requested by
William Ryan
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Mass Intentions for the Week
Sunday, March 17 (Second Sunday of Lent)
7:00
For the People of the Parish
9:00
Dec’d. Mbrs. Of St. Regis K or C & Columbiettes
10:30 Thomas Patrick Zalud (Mr. & Mrs. Louis DeQuatro)),
Gerard Johnson (Loving Family), Michael Lawler
(Loving Family), Eleanor Roode (The Donohue Family),
Lois Long (Joe & Regina Recupero), Lisa Masone
(RoseMarie Uzun)
12:00 Richard Fahey (Loving Family)
5:00 Angel Louis Llanes (Fran Llanes & Family)
Monday, March 18
7:00 Carlos Alberto Morales Velasquez (Linda Waitkus)
9:00 Regina Halleran (Loving Brother Kevin & Kathy)
Tuesday, March 19
7:00 Paul Petersen (George & Patricia Balcom)
8:45 Charles Maimone (The Leitch Family)
Wednesday, March 20
7:00 Fr. Bob Cronin (Chris Volkman)
9:00 Jack Bruni (Linda & Lorraine)
Thursday, March 21
7:00 William A Delemo Jr. (Aunt Marty)
9:00 Robert Filce (Loving Mother)
Friday, March 22
7:00
For the People of the Parish
9:00
Ann Pendergast (The Vann Family)
Saturday, March 23
8:00
Joseph & Helen Onufrak (Loving Family)
5:00
Kerry Foy Migliaro (Loving Family), Joan Burns
(Rosemary & Gerry McMenamin), Antoinette Stroveglia
(Loving Family), Cory Huston (The Keating Family),
Bonnie Felician - Beck (Stephen Ryan), Antoinette Jedd
(Kerrin Webb & Family)
Sunday, March 24 (Third Sunday of Lent)
7:00
Cornelius J. Dunleavy (Loving Wife Ann)
9:00
Luis Zapata (SJ School Family)
10:30 Vilma Tazio (Kathy Fishwiele)
12:00 John Dias (Sylvia & Eugene Comiskey), Stephen Malone
(Steve, Angela & Peggy Simai), Rose Marie Snyder (Dennis
& Cynthia Ramshaw), John Victory (Harry & Carol Donald)
John Damianos (Mayor Allan Dorman & The Village of
Islandia), Michael A. Myles (Loving Family)
5:00 Lois Long (Gene & Cathy Stack)
6:30 Spanish Mass

OUR LITURGY
The promises made to Abraham go beyond his wildest dreams - he
will be the father of a great nation, as numerous as the stars in the
night sky. Saint Paul challenges the Philippians to imitate him and
to stand firm and faithful in the Lord. The glory of the
Transfiguration gives us a glimpse of the glory of the risen Christ.

REMEMBER THOSE WHO HAVE DIED
Christian Jamie Ganci
Jack Matthew Gottesman
David Edmont Gumm IV
Evan Stanley Sagaser
Nico Anthony Zinerco

our deceased soldiers and all of our
deceased relatives and friends.
Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord and let perpetual
light shine upon them. May they rest in peace.. May their
souls and all the souls of the faithful departed rest in
peace. Amen

Pray For Bishop Robert Brennan

St Joseph

Bishop Robert Brennan, who was ordained a priest for the
diocese of Rockville Center in 1989, has been named the
12th bishop of the diocese of Columbus Ohio. He will be
installed on Friday March 29 at 1:30 PM at St Joseph
Cathedral in Columbus..
His installation will be aired live on The Catholic Faith
Network, and will be rebroadcast at 8:00 PM.
The Catholic Faith Network (CFN) is available on
Optimum channel 29/137, Verizon FiOS TV channel 296,
and Charter Spectrum channel 162/471 throughout the
New York, New Jersey, and Connecticut area. The
Catholic Faith Network (CFN) is also available on selected
cable and satellite systems nationwide, along with a vast
on-demand library of original programming and a high
quality 24/7 live stream at www.CFNtv.org.
Please pray for Bishop Brennan and for the people of
the diocese of Columbus.

The Feast of St Joseph is this Tuesday. Maybe it is time to
reflect on our patron. All we need to do is look at our
windows to imagine his faithful life:
The Espousal: Joseph made a permanent life time
commitment to Mary. I’m sure he had plans for
building a life with Mary and having a family together.
Joseph’s Dream: God had a bigger plan for Mary and
Joseph (and humanity) and revealed it to Joseph in a
dream. He awoke and remained faithful to Mary and to
God.
Joseph in Bethlehem: Imagine the anxiety of trying to
find a place to stay while his wife began the labor of
bringing their child (our savior) into the world.
The Nativity: Our images of the nativity are very
beautiful. But staying in a stable, and helping your wife
give birth there is not exactly hospitable or comfortable.
A new father, in a very challenging situation protects
his family.
The Circumcision: Joseph continued to live his
covenant relationship with God, by bringing his son into
that same covenant.
The Presentation: Because of God’s saving power
shown in the exodus, all firstborn sons were offered to
God. Simeon helped them to understand the depth of
this offering.
The Visit of the Magi: We have the advantage of
knowing the whole story when we think of this episode.
It must have been a little confusing for Joseph to have
these interesting visitors. But he remained faithful.
The Flight to Egypt: What father wouldn’t do whatever
he needed to do in order to protect his child? Joseph,
warned in another dream about the dangers of Herod,
brings Jesus to safety.
Sojourn in Egypt: They had to live as refugees for a
while to keep Jesus safe. In this action, Jesus also
became the embodiment of the people of Israel who
were brought from Egypt to the promised land.
Jesus in the Temple: Two things are present here for
Joseph - the anxiety of not knowing where Jesus was,
followed by the reminder that this child has a destiny
connected with the will of his father in heaven.
Life in Nazareth: It says Jesus grew in wisdom and
grace in Nazareth. Much of that wisdom had to have
come from the lessons he learned as he shared daily life
with Joseph and Mary.
Death of Joseph: Our tradition says that Joseph died in
the arms of Jesus and Mary. What a beautiful way to go
- from the arms of Jesus and Mary into the arms of your
creator! Joseph is the patron of a happy death!

We Are Ambassadors For Christ!
These words were proclaimed as we began our Lenten
journey on Ash Wednesday. God uses us to appeal to the
world. Pope Francis puts it a slightly different way: We
are missionary disciples - followers of Jesus who also
share Jesus with others.
How do we do that?
There is a simple, yet powerful way that many of us have
already done the work of being ambassadors this Lent.
Your witness is present on the cross in the sanctuary of our
church. Every person who has placed a burden or intention
on that cross has made a public statement of faith in Jesus
and the power of his cross and resurrection. Thank you for
this witness. You have also made a statement of trust in
the people of this parish - that we will hold you in our
prayers. I ask everyone to please continue to pray for all
the intentions on the cross.
Is there more we can do?
Yes, always! Here are some ideas:
Be a little more intentional in living your faith by
consciously doing works of mercy. Our mission
statement is an invitation for us all to do this.
Parishioners have told me how this has helped them
grow in their relationship with God.
Live your faith a little bit more “out loud”. When
someone asks, “how are you?” Adding, “Thanks be to
God,” after saying that you are doing well makes God
more consciously part of your life and the background
of the lives of others. This can also be done very
easily on social media. All aspects of life are shared
here. Maybe report on going to church
Invite a friend to come with you to church. Make an
event of it - Mass and brunch!
-Fr Mike

St Joseph, pray for us!

FAMILY MASS at St. Joseph
Sunday, April 7 at 10:30AM
HOW CHILDREN CAN GET INVOLVED
Children’s Choir Members
Contact: Mike Keller
MikeKeller@Stjoronk.org

Altar Servers
Contact Ed Grieb
EdGrieb@Stjoronk.org

Lectors
Contact: Anne DiNero
annedinero1@gmail.com

Welcome Greeters
Contact:Michele Nappi
Michele@Stjoronk.org
Gift Bearers
Please speak to the Ushers at
Mass

Paschal Candle Memorials
If you would like to memorialize the Paschal Candle for the upcoming year
please fill out and return this form with your donation of $100 to the Rectory.

Paschal Candle Memorial
Name:
Address:

Telephone:
In Memory Of:

Parishioner ID#
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Respect Life
Alabama Judge Extends Legal Status to Unborn Child
Madison County Alabama Probate Judge Frank Barger decreed
early last week that “Baby Roe” is a person. Why is this important? Because the aborted child’s father wants to name the
aborted child as a plaintiff in a wrongful death suit against the
clinic where the child’s mother obtained the abortion. This
means that the State of Alabama has explicitly granted the rights
of citizens to an unborn, aborted child. Legal experts say that this
maybe the first time that this has happened.
Abortion rights organizations are taking notice, as they believe
that the judge’s ruling sets a very dangerous precedent for their
cause; and they may be right. The cause of “fetal rights” is gaining momentum in state legislatures across the country. If these
laws pass, it increases potential United States Supreme Court
cases where fetal rights could be found constitutional. Such a
decision could in essence illegalize abortion across the country.
There have been other individual cases where fetal rights have
come into play. In a case in New Jersey, a mother lost custody of
her child when she insisted on having a vaginal birth, instead of
the c-section her doctors stated were necessary. There are regularly cases of mothers being prosecuted for child abuse when a
miscarriage is the result of drug or alcohol abuse. Many states
have fetal homicide laws that treat the unborn child as a separate
entity from the mother.
Ilyse Hogue, president of NARAL Pro-Choice America tweeted
about the case, stating it was “very scary.”
All of this is just a positioned against the recent passage of New
York States new abortion laws, which seem to specifically take
away any potential for fetal rights. Many other states are close on
the heels of New York in passing their own version of the same
law. This law was cheered by the New York State Legislature’s
members who voted in favor of the law, and Governor Cuomo
celebrated by having the freedom tower lit up in celebratory colors.
The divide amongst the political leaders in our country keeps
getting wider, with pro-abortion proponents wanting more and
more radical abortion laws passed, going beyond abortion now to
purposeful neglect of abortion survivors to the point of the survivor’s death. Please imagine what state of mind is necessary to
deprive medical care to a child that has been born, in essence
allowing the child to die. This is no longer an unborn child that
one can pretend is not actually a person. This is a new born baby
that you can see, and hold. Yet somehow the state of affairs in
our country allows this practice, with political leaders and representatives acting like this is completely normal, and those who
oppose them are the real radicals.
Please pray for our country, and pray to end abortion, and restore
or respect for life.
“Before I formed you in the womb, I knew you…” Jeremiah
1:5

Our Prayer and Action In
Building the City of God
Our Prayer for Financial Well Being is $23,700 in our Sunday
Offerings
Sunday March 10th Collections:

$16,083

Same Week Last Year:

$17,245

This Year Weekly Average ((to-date)

$17,269

Last Year Weekly Average Was:

$18,210

Our Prayer for Evangelization is an increase of 500 new people
at Mass this year
Mass Attendance on Sun. March 10th
This Year Avg. Mass Attendance
Last Year Avg. Mass Attendance:

1,464
1,449
1,535

Anointing of the Sick Mass
Sat., March 23rd 11AM
This Mass is celebrated twice a year for
those who are preparing to undergo
surgery, those who are homebound, and
those who are suffering from long term
illness or the effects of old age. If this applies to you or
someone you know, please plan to join us at this Mass. If
you are unable to attend this Mass please call the Rectory
so that one of the priests can arrange to visit you at home.

Do you knit? Crochet?

The Respect Life Ministry will be collecting diapers and
baby items for mothers in need on May 4th and 5th. If
you’d like to make something special, now’s a great time
to get started! Handmade blankets and sweaters are always
appreciated at Birthright and the Life Center, so thank you
in advance for sharing your talents with others. More details about the collection will be forthcoming.

SAVE THE DATE
Shepherd’s Gate
Summer Camp Open House
At St. Joseph in Ronkonkoma
Date: Saturday, March 23rd 2019-Time: 12:30am-3:30pm
Come & Meet Counselors-FOOD-FUNDj-Dancing-Sports-Crafts & more…

Ages 3.5 to 12 Years Old-

Early AM & Late PM Hours Available for Working Families

$100. Early Registration Discount
Call for details

Referral Incentives-DSS Approved-Military Discount-1199 Union
Approved

Address: St. Joseph’s 25 Church St Ronkonkoma, NY 11779Office #: 631-435-3215– Call/Text: 516-524-4567
Website: www.shepherdsgateacademy@gmail.com-Fax: 516-450-3443

Shepherd’s Gate has been Serving the Working Families of Long Island for
20+ Years

Show Your Support for Life!
All Pro-Lifers invited to marchRonkonkoma St. Patrick’s Parade
Sunday, March 24 - 1:30 p.m.
Line up location-Patchogue-Holbrook Rd. & Portion Rd., Ronkonkoma, NY.
March behind the Families For Life Pro-Life banner
and float.
Pro-Life organizations may carry their own banner.
No individual signs please.
Parade Sponsor: St. Regis Knights of Columbus.
For information: 631-428-6427

Court St. Josephs #975
Catholic Daughters of the Americas
Annual Family Fun at Sayville Bowling
5660 Sunrise Hwy, Sayville, NY
Sunday, March 31st at 1PM
Donation $20.00
Pizza & Soda Included
For more information, please call Emily Harris @
631-285-3249

Lent 2019
Lent – A Call to Conversion
Lent is the period of 40 days which comes before Easter in the Christian calendar. Beginning on
Ash Wednesday, Lent is a season of reflection and preparation before the celebrations of Easter. By observing the 40 days of Lent, Christians replicate Jesus Christ's sacrifice and withdrawal
into the desert for 40 days.

Rules of Fast & Abstinence
During the season of Lent the Church calls us to fast and abstain. The days of fast are Ash
Wednesday and Good Friday. Fast means that those between the ages of 18 and 59 limit themselves to one full meal and eat nothing between meals. The other meals on a fast day are light
meals. All the Fridays of Lent, as well as Ash Wednesday and Good Friday, are also days of abstinence, which means that those 14 years of age and older are to abstain from eating meat.

Daily Mass – A Lenten Tradition
Monday – Friday 7 and 9am; Saturday 8am
Sunday Masses – Sat 5pm; 7, 9 and 10:30 am, and Noon, 5pm and 6:30pm (Spanish)

The Sacrament of Reconciliation
As we pray the “Our Father” we petition our God to “forgive us our trespasses as we forgive
those who trespass against us.” These simple words recall that each of us can encounter and
experience God’s forgiveness. As a faith community the Sacrament of Reconciliation has long
served to seek forgiveness of God and to be reconciled with one another. Lent is an especially
opportune time to experience God’s mercy in this sacramental way. The parish offers weekly
celebrations of the sacrament each Monday, Wednesday & Friday after the 7 & 9 AM Masses
and on Saturday after the 8AM Mass and from 4-4:45PM.
The Sacrament of Reconciliation will also be celebrated throughout the day on Monday, April
15th as part of the Diocesan Day of Reconciliation.
Reconciliation will be available from 3-9PM here at St. Joseph in addition to the morning hours
listed above.

Stations of the Cross
Recalling the Passion of our Lord Jesus during the season of Lent has nourished Catholics
from the earliest days of Christianity. One of the traditional ways in which we recall Jesus’
Way of the Cross is the praying of the Stations of the Cross. Join us for the Stations on each
Friday during Lent at 7:30 PM. On Friday, March 15th Creative Ministries will be here to present Journey Cross & Resurrection at 8 PM. On April 5th, at 7:30 PM Stations will be presented by our Faith Formation Program, On April 12th, Stations will be presented by the
Spanish Ministry and on April 19th our Youth Ministry will present the Living Stations of the
Cross.

Lenten Feast Days
Celebrate with us on the feast day of our patron saint, St. Joseph on March 19th. Fr. Carlos
Martins will be here to display & discuss Saintly Relics. In addition , Ronkonkoma will be holding their St. Patrick’s Day Parade on Sunday, March 24th

Easter Retreat
Our Easter Retreat is a time for spiritual renewal and growth and will be held on May 6th,7th
& 8th @ 7:15 PM, with more information to come. We invite you to set aside this time, on
your calendar for prayer.

Holy Week
Palm Sunday
Distribution of Palm at
all Masses
Saturday April 13
5:00
Sunday April 14
7,9,10:30 AM
12 Noon
5:00PM
6:30PM

Holy Thursday

Good Friday

April 18th
Morning Prayer
9:00
Mass of the Lords Supper
7:30PM
(followed by an opportunity for quiet prayer
until 10:00PM)

Holy Saturday

April 19th
Morning Prayer
9:00
Lords’ Passion
3:00
Lord’s Passion (Spanish)
6:00PM
Living Stations of the Cross
7:30PM

April 20th
Morning Prayer
9:00
Easter Vigil Liturgy
7:30PM
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Cub Scout Pack 272
Scout Troop 272
St. Joseph’s Cub Scout Pack 272 and Scout Troop 272
have fun, exciting, educational, character building programs for boys and girls, age 7 through 17 (first Grade and
up).
For more information or to enroll your child,
contact Dr. Louis Scotti at 656-8428
or e-mail JoinScouting@StJoRonk.org.

CYO Sport Programs
http://stjoecyosports.com
Baseball:
Intramural (Coed, ages 4-16):
Gene
588-1879
Travel * (Boys)
Vinny
543-4100
Basketball:
Girls (koolmom4d@msn.com) Debbie
467-6174
Clinic Division (Coed Grades K-2) Nick
585-7723
Boys Grades 3-12)
Vinny
543-4100
Travel*
Vinny
543-4100
Track:
Boys & Girls, Grades K-8
Jerry
585-4048
Soccer :
Intramural Boys & Girls(ages 3-13) Joe 585-0748
jcaiola@fast.net
Travel (LIJSL):
Rob
721-8831
Softball:
Dennis 467-6174

Pack, Troop, and Crew 272 have
a YEAR-ROUND scouting program.

Venturing Events
In Carew Hall after 5:00 PM Mass
Venturing is open to men and women age 14
through 20 who have graduated from 8th
Grade. This year's crew plan is jam packed
with interesting and fun activities here at St.
Joseph's and "off-campus" as well.
Come to our meeting and check it out.
Visit our next meeting:
March 17, 2019 Tonight
e-mail: Crew272@StJoRonk.org
phone: Advisor Mike Keller (631) 872-7675

What did you do this weekend?

PRAY FOR THE SICK

___________________________________
Name of person who is ill
_____________________________
_________________________
Person making this request:
Relationship to ill person
(Friends can be placed on the silent prayer list only)

PRAY FOR OUR TROOPS
__________________________________
Name, Rank and Branch of Service
______________________________
____________________
Person making this request
Relationship to Soldier
(Friends can be placed on the silent prayer list only)

Faced with a Drinking Problem?
Perhaps
Alcoholics Anonymous Can Help.
“Heart of the Lake” - AA Group
Meets here at St. Josephs R.C. Church
In the basement of the Rectory (entrance in rear)
Wednesday Evening @ 7:30 - 8:45 pm
And
Saturday Afternoon @ 2:00 - 3:15 pm
“The Only Requirement for Membership
Is a desire to stop drinking.”

“Al-Anon”
Al-Anon is an anonymous fellowship
of families and friends of alcoholics.
It is a support program which meets
here at St. Joseph’s Church on Thursdays 10AM –12 Noon in the basement of the rectory. (Entrance is in
the rear)
For more information please call
631-669-2827.

