March 24, 2019 — Third Sunday of Lent

March 24, 2019
Serving Your Sacramental Needs
The Sacrament of Baptism
The Sacrament is celebrated on Sundays at 1:30 PM and on
the first Saturday of each month. Parents, please call the
parish office to arrange a meeting with a priest.
The Sacrament of Eucharist
See front cover for mass times. If you are sick for an
extended period of time or are homebound, contact the
parish office to have someone bring Communion to you.
The Sacrament of Confirmation
School aged children can prepare for this Sacrament by
contacting our Faith Formation Office. Adults who have
yet to be Confirmed should contact the Parish Office
The Sacrament of Reconciliation
As listed on front cover or call the office to see a priest.
The Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick
This Sacrament is for the living. We celebrate this
Sacrament each Spring and Fall for those who are
chronically ill, advanced in age, or who are about to
undergo surgery or hospitalization. We can arrange the
Sacrament at other times by calling the Parish Office.
Emergencies: Call the office to speak to a priest.
Nighttime emergencies
(631) 538-7219
The Sacrament of Matrimony
Bride or Groom please call the office at least six months
before your desired wedding date to begin preparations for
marriage. Please make contact with the parish before
making other wedding day plans!
The Sacrament of Holy Orders
If you feel called to serve in the church as a priest deacon
or in consecrated religious life, call the office to speak to
one of the priests or deacons for guidance.
Interested in possibly becoming Catholic?
Contact the rectory to arrange a meeting to discuss your
questions. We have classes to help people learn about our
faith and decide if becoming Catholic is best for you. This
whole process of inquiry and potential conversion is called
RCIA—The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults.

We will respect your personal journey with God!

Altar Bread & Wine
In Memory of
Mary Ryan
Requested by
William Ryan

REMEMBER THOSE WHO HAVE DIED
Rose Mary Barry, Howard Cion, Laura Pensabene
our deceased soldiers and all of our
deceased relatives and friends.
Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord and let perpetual light shine
upon them. May they rest in peace.. May their souls and all the
souls of the faithful departed rest in peace. Amen
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Mass Intentions for the Week
Sunday, March 24 (Third Sunday of Lent)
7:00
Cornelius J. Dunleavy (Loving Wife Ann)
9:00
Luis Zapata (SJ School Family)
10:30 Vilma Tazio (Kathy Fishwiele)
12:00 John Dias (Sylvia & Eugene Comiskey), Stephen Malone
(Steve, Angela & Peggy Simai), Rose Marie Snyder
(Dennis & Cynthia Ramshaw), John Victory (Harry &
Carol Donald), Michael A. Myles (Loving Family)
John Damianos (Mayor Allan Dorman & Village of Islandia
5:00 Lois Long (Gene & Cathy Stack)
Monday, March 25
7:00 Jennie & Leo Heiman (Loving Family)
9:00 Arthur Lange (Beloved Wife)
Tuesday, March 26
7:00 Michael Anthony Marchany (LIVING) (The Marchany
Family)
8:45 Robert Zanini (Alexis & Rocco Zanini)
Wednesday, March 27
7:00 Rose Marie Barry (Debbie & Bob Ambrico)
9:00 William Bologneta (Loving Brother & Family)
Thursday, March 28
7:00 Rose Marie Barry (Thomas Caminiti)
9:00 Lorraine Stiefel (LIVING) (Loving Sister)
Friday, March 29
7:00
Rose Marie Barry (The 7am Mass Friends)
9:00
William Houston (Margaret & Ed Forsyth)
Saturday, March 30
8:00
Theresa DeFilippo (Marie DeFilippo)
5:00
Norma Savage (The Rodden Home), Dorothea Masturzo
(Margaret Smith), For the People of the Parish
Sunday, March 31 (Fourth Sunday of Lent)
7:00
Michael Timo Jr. (Loving Family)
9:00
Luminosa Sauviso (Joe, Maria & Chris Gillin), Luigi
Cutolo (Barbara & Pasquale Riccardelli)
10:30 Marguerite Smith (St. Joseph CDA Court 975)
12:00 Felicia Heraghty (George & Dorothy Lesnik)
5:00 Mary Ann Carroll (Mary & Lou Scotti)
6:30 Spanish Mass

OUR LITURGY
In the first reading from Exodus, God speaks to Moses from the
burning bush, announcing his presence as the God of his father,
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. In Saint Paul’s Letter to the Corinthians,
he speaks of the Old Testament ancestors, many with whom God
was not pleased. In today’s Gospel, the crowd tells Jesus about the
Galileans whose blood Pilate mingled with their sacrifices. Jesus
calls them to repentance and tells them a parable of the fig tree that
produces no fruit.

As We Journey Through Lent, Lets’ Pray for a Fellow Pilgrim
Camino de Santiago: A Pilgrimage (by Bradley R. Hubbard)
Pilgrimages have been an integral part of Christianity since the very foundation of the Roman Catholic Church. For
millennia the holiest sites in the faith have attracted millions of travelers from kings to commoners, gave rise to legendary
orders of knights and hospitaliers to protect and serve the needs of those undertaking the arduous journeys, and even
incited sweeping worldwide conflicts in the form of the great Crusades of the Middle Ages. While holy pilgrimage may be
a curious vestige of a bygone era, it remains an enduring and deeply meaningful part of the Roman Catholic tradition. In
more recent years, during a visit to Santiago in the Holy Year of Compostela in 2010, Pope Benedict XVI remarked, “To
go on pilgrimage really means to step out of ourselves in order to encounter God where he has revealed himself, where his
grace has shone with particular splendor and produced rich fruits of conversion and holiness among those who believe.”
The three great pilgrimages of the Christian world are the Holy Land (Jerusalem), Rome, and Santiago de
Compostela. Santiago de Compostela is a city in Northwestern Spain where, as the tradition of the faith holds, the remains
of St. James the Apostle repose in a Cathedral which bears the city’s name. There are two main assertions connecting St.
James to Compostela, the first that he was preaching the Gospel in Iberia (Spain) around A.D.40 then upon returning to
Jerusalem was then martyred at the hands of King Herod in A.D.44. One account holds that his decapitated body was then
lifted by the angels and placed in a rudderless, unattended boat which found its way to the Spanish Coast and then taken to
a place we now known as Compostela, or “field of stars”. A second suggests that St. James’ own apostles transported his
body by ship back to Iberia and buried him in that place. Several hundred years later in the 9th Century a hermit named
Pelagius observed strange lights in a local forest who brought it to the attention of the local Bishop, who was guided to a
specific spot in the field by the light of a miraculous star. There they found remains which he was divinely assured were
those of St. James. The Cathedral of Santiago de Compostela is built upon that site and the modern city eventually grew
around that.
Regardless of where history, faith, and legend are perceived to intersect, the site has been of major importance to
Christianity for twelve Centuries. Pilgrims began to arrive almost immediately upon the announcement of the discovery
and have not stopped since. In modern times, the several well-established pilgrimage routes converging on Santiago de
Compostela from nearly every direction are collectively known as the Camino de Santiago, or “the Way of St.
James”. Along each of these routes all manner of pilgrim-specific services began to sprout, from Churches to inns to
castles which catered to the travelers’ spiritual needs and physical well-being, many of which survive today. Though the
volume of pilgrims has ebbed and flowed over time, declining to only a few hundred as recently as the 1980s, today over
300,000 arrive in Santiago each year. The symbol of the Santiago pilgrim is a crimson cross of St.James upon a Galician
scallop shell. Tradition holds that this originated from early pilgrims from all over Europe retrieving a Galician scallop
shell from the Atlantic coast as proof they completed the journey. Before long the symbol was being worn by those
traveling The Way and has become universally recognized as the mark of one who is on pilgrimage to Santiago.
On the 20th of March, I’ll be traveling to France to undertake this pilgrimage on what is known as the Camino Frances, or
“French Way” as it begins in St. Jean Pied de Port in Southwestern France and crosses the entire length of Spain to
Santiago de Compostela. Many continue on from there - as I plan to - all the way to Finisterre on the Atlantic Coast (Latin
for “end of the world”), as it was believed to be as far as the Earth stretched in Roman times and where those ancient
pilgrims obtained their scallop shells as proof of completion. The route described above stretches just over 500 miles,
which will be done entirely on foot over a 40-day period from March 24th to May 2nd. 40 days was very deliberately
chosen for its Biblical allusions. In the true spirit of the austere pilgrim’s journey, I will carry a minimum amount of
personal belongings – the very bare necessities of life – on my back the entire way. Among those few items will be a
notebook in which are inscribed the many prayer intentions of family, friends, and many others who I have not personally
met. The intentions of the St. Joseph Parish and School (where my daughter attends) will be inscribed in there as well and
will accompany me on the length of the pilgrimage. The book will ultimately be deposited in the Cathedral of Santiago de
Compostela itself in hopes the intentions referenced therein will find audience and intercession with St. James and the
heavenly host. Any prayers offered for the fortitude and well-being of my two young children, wife, and family during my
absence over next several weeks are most greatly appreciated.

FAMILY MASS at St. Joseph
Sunday, April 7 at 10:30AM

HOW CHILDREN CAN GET INVOLVED
Children’s Choir Members
Contact: Mike Keller
MikeKeller@Stjoronk.org

Altar Servers
Contact Ed Grieb
EdGrieb@Stjoronk.org

Lectors
Contact: Anne DiNero
annedinero1@gmail.com

Welcome Greeters
Contact:Michele Nappi
Michele@Stjoronk.org
Gift Bearers
Please speak to the Ushers at Mass

Paschal Candle Memorials
If you would like to memorialize the Paschal Candle for the upcoming year
please fill out and return this form with your donation of $100 to the Rectory.

Paschal Candle Memorial
Name:
Address:

Telephone:

Parishioner ID#

In Memory Of:

This past Sunday, our Ministers of Consolation received a blessing
as part of our ongoing celebration of the 50th Anniversary of the
parish – St. Joseph, Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary.
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Respect Life
On March 12th, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 6th District upheld an Ohio state law which withheld funding from Planned
Parenthood because it provides abortions. The 6 th court overturned two lower court decisions by a vote of 11 to 6. It is of
interest to note that President Trump has added four judges to the
6th court since his inauguration. The court rejected arguments
that the law placed unconstitutional conditions on the state’s distribution of funds.
The lower courts had ruled that the law violated Planned
Parenthood’s First Amendment right of advocacy, as well as constitutional protection of abortion rights. The 6 th Court overruled
this decision, stating that the law imposed no conditions because
private organizations, which Planned Parenthood is, have no
guaranteed right to public funds for anything, including performance of abortions, or abortion advocacy. In essence they ruled
that governments have the right to fund some groups, but not
others. This is another demonstration that elections matter.
The 7th District Court issued a similar ruling in 2012, upholding
an Indiana law. The 10th District Court ruled in the other direction in another case in 2016. This contradiction by the Lower
Courts is almost guaranteeing that the issue will end up in the
Supreme Court.

Our Prayer and Action In
Building the City of God
Our Prayer for Financial Well Being is $23,700 in our Sunday
Offerings
Sunday March 17th Collections:

$15,655

Same Week Last Year:

$17,448

This Year Weekly Average ((to-date)

$17,215

Last Year Weekly Average Was:

$18,210

Our Prayer for Evangelization is an increase of 500 new people
at Mass this year
Mass Attendance on Sun. March 17th
This Year Avg. Mass Attendance
Last Year Avg. Mass Attendance:
March Repair & Maintenance Collection

1,507
1,492
1,535
$5,286

This issue brings us to the ongoing question of what Planned
Parenthood actually spends their government funds on. Federal
law has long restricted funds for abortion. Planned Parenthood
countered by separating their abortion activities from their other
activities, such as medical services for women, and education.
Critics of Planned Parenthood contend that this is a ruse to create
the appearance that federal funds are not going to abortion providers. In 2017, Pro-Life investigative groups issued a report
saying that pre-natal care for expectant mothers was practically
non-existent at Planned Parenthood. The group, Live Action,
provided video of representative posing as potential customers
being told by Planned Parenthood employees that the clinics do
not provide pre-natal care, which was contrary to their advertisements. Of 97 clinics around the country, only five of them stated
that they provided prenatal care; so of 97 pregnant women wanting to keep their babies, 92 were turned away by Planned
Parenthood.
The question of whether it is the state or federal government’s
responsibility to fund a private organization (especially one as
polarizing as abortion), or whether funding one type of organization creates the requirement to fund all organizations is being
challenged as a result of abortion. But remove abortion from the
equation; does the government have the right to subsidize farmers, or the pharmaceutical industry in order to help insure the
well being of the nation, but not to subsidize big tobacco? Does
a city like Las Vegas have the right to subsidize tourism trades,
but not manufacturing? This question seems to have a date with
destiny in the Supreme Court.
Please pray for our country, and pray to end abortion, and restore
or respect for life.
“Before I formed you in the womb, I knew you…” Jeremiah
1:5

Do you knit? Crochet?

The Respect Life Ministry will be collecting diapers and
baby items for mothers in need on May 4th and 5th. If
you’d like to make something special, now’s a great time
to get started! Handmade blankets and sweaters are always
appreciated at Birthright and the Life Center, so thank you
in advance for sharing your talents with others. More details about the collection will be forthcoming.

Court St. Josephs #975
Catholic Daughters of the Americas
Annual Family Fun at Sayville Bowling
5660 Sunrise Hwy, Sayville, NY
Sunday, March 31st at 1PM
Donation $20.00
Pizza & Soda Included
For more information, please call Emily Harris @
631-285-3249
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Cub Scout Pack 272
Scout Troop 272
St. Joseph’s Cub Scout Pack 272 and Scout Troop 272
have fun, exciting, educational, character building programs for boys and girls, age 7 through 17 (first Grade and
up).
For more information or to enroll your child,
contact Dr. Louis Scotti at 656-8428
or e-mail JoinScouting@StJoRonk.org.

CYO Sport Programs
http://stjoecyosports.com
Baseball:
Intramural (Coed, ages 4-16):
Gene
588-1879
Travel * (Boys)
Vinny
543-4100
Basketball:
Girls (koolmom4d@msn.com) Debbie
467-6174
Clinic Division (Coed Grades K-2) Nick
585-7723
Boys Grades 3-12)
Vinny
543-4100
Travel*
Vinny
543-4100
Track:
Boys & Girls, Grades K-8
Jerry
585-4048
Soccer :
Intramural Boys & Girls(ages 3-13) Joe 585-0748
jcaiola@fast.net
Travel (LIJSL):
Rob
721-8831
Softball:
Dennis 467-6174

Pack, Troop, and Crew 272 have
a YEAR-ROUND scouting program.

Venturing Events
In Carew Hall after 5:00 PM Mass
Venturing is open to men and women age 14
through 20 who have graduated from 8th
Grade. This year's crew plan is jam packed
with interesting and fun activities here at St.
Joseph's and "off-campus" as well.
Come to our meeting and check it out.
Visit our next meeting:
March 24, 2019 Tonight
e-mail: Crew272@StJoRonk.org
phone: Advisor Mike Keller (631) 872-7675

What did you do this weekend?

PRAY FOR THE SICK

___________________________________
Name of person who is ill
_____________________________
_________________________
Person making this request:
Relationship to ill person
(Friends can be placed on the silent prayer list only)

PRAY FOR OUR TROOPS
__________________________________
Name, Rank and Branch of Service
______________________________
____________________
Person making this request
Relationship to Soldier
(Friends can be placed on the silent prayer list only)

Faced with a Drinking Problem?
Perhaps
Alcoholics Anonymous Can Help.
“Heart of the Lake” - AA Group
Meets here at St. Josephs R.C. Church
In the basement of the Rectory (entrance in rear)
Wednesday Evening @ 7:30 - 8:45 pm
And
Saturday Afternoon @ 2:00 - 3:15 pm
“The Only Requirement for Membership
Is a desire to stop drinking.”

“Al-Anon”
Al-Anon is an anonymous fellowship
of families and friends of alcoholics.
It is a support program which meets
here at St. Joseph’s Church on Thursdays 10AM –12 Noon in the basement of the rectory. (Entrance is in
the rear)
For more information please call
631-669-2827.

Baptismal Ministry
Join us in this joy-filled ministry that
welcomes our tiniest new Catholics and their
families to the Celebration of the Sacrament
of Baptism. Every few weeks we need about
an hour of your time to help the priest or
deacon prepare for the celebration and to
welcome and guide our families to and
through the celebration. If you love babies
and like to meet happy people and welcome
them to our parish, this is for YOU!
We are also in need of volunteers
to needle stich our
Baptismal
Bibs for the infants Baptized here
at St. Joseph.
If you can help us, please call the
rectory at 588-8456.

Do you knit?
Crochet?
The Respect Life Ministry will be collecting diapers
and baby items for mothers in need on May 4th and
5th. If you’d like to make something special, now’s
a great time to get started! Handmade blankets and
sweaters are always appreciated at Birthright and the
Life Center, so thank you in advance for sharing
your talents with others. More details about the
collection will be forthcoming.

