March 31, 2019 — Fourth Sunday of Lent

March 31, 2019
Serving Your Sacramental Needs
The Sacrament of Baptism
The Sacrament is celebrated on Sundays at 1:30 PM and on
the first Saturday of each month. Parents, please call the
parish office to arrange a meeting with a priest.
The Sacrament of Eucharist
See front cover for mass times. If you are sick for an
extended period of time or are homebound, contact the
parish office to have someone bring Communion to you.
The Sacrament of Confirmation
School aged children can prepare for this Sacrament by
contacting our Faith Formation Office. Adults who have
yet to be Confirmed should contact the Parish Office
The Sacrament of Reconciliation
As listed on front cover or call the office to see a priest.
The Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick
This Sacrament is for the living. We celebrate this
Sacrament each Spring and Fall for those who are
chronically ill, advanced in age, or who are about to
undergo surgery or hospitalization. We can arrange the
Sacrament at other times by calling the Parish Office.
Emergencies: Call the office to speak to a priest.
Nighttime emergencies
(631) 538-7219
The Sacrament of Matrimony
Bride or Groom please call the office at least six months
before your desired wedding date to begin preparations for
marriage. Please make contact with the parish before
making other wedding day plans!
The Sacrament of Holy Orders
If you feel called to serve in the church as a priest deacon
or in consecrated religious life, call the office to speak to
one of the priests or deacons for guidance.
Interested in possibly becoming Catholic?
Contact the rectory to arrange a meeting to discuss your
questions. We have classes to help people learn about our
faith and decide if becoming Catholic is best for you. This
whole process of inquiry and potential conversion is called
RCIA—The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults.

We will respect your personal journey with God!

Altar Bread & Wine
In Memory of
Mary Ryan
Requested by
William Ryan
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Mass Intentions for the Week
Sunday, March 31 (Fourth Sunday of Lent)
7:00
Michael Timo Jr. (Loving Family)
9:00
Luminosa Sauviso (Joe, Maria & Chris Gillin), Luigi
Cutolo (Barbara & Pasquale Riccardelli), John Clahane
(Loving Family) For the People of the Parish
10:30 Marguerite Smith (St Joseph CDA Ct 975)
12:00 Felicia Heraghty (George & Dorothy Lesnik)
5:00 MaryAnn Carroll (Mary & Lou Scotti)
Monday, April 1
7:00 For the People of the Parish
9:00 Catherine DiGrazie (Mary Ellen Bergin)
Tuesday, April 2
7:00 For the People of the Parish
8:45 Rose Marie Barry (Nora & Joseph Faretta)
Wednesday, April 3
7:00 Joseph J. Onufrak (Loving Family)
9:00 Godofredo Alcantara (Loving Wife, Son & Grandson)
Thursday, April 4
7:00 For the People of the Parish
9:00 Mary Tantone (Loving Husband & Children)
Friday, April 5
7:00
Rose Mary Barry (Martha Sconzienza)
9:00
FJ Famulare Jr. (Mary Ellen Bergin)
Saturday, April 6
8:00
Angelo & Theresa DeFilippo (Marie DeFilippo)
5:00
Steven Imburgia (St. Joseph Sunshine Club), Roger Gavagan
(Carolyn Maliadis), Salvator E. Barcia (The Monica Family),
For the People of the Parish
Sunday, April 7 (Fifth Sunday of Lent)
7:00
Ryan Delaney (LIVING) (Loving Family)
9:00
Luis Zapata (The Grieb Family)
10:30 Jose Martins (Loving Family), Jane Selkirk (Ricardo
Misciagna), Denise Stucchio (The Conrad Family), Evelyn
Belleau (Laura & Ed Mitchell), John H. Pelletier (Frank &
Lynn Lucivero & Family), Jonathan Reardon (Kristy
Ardolina)
12:00 Felicia Heraghty (Barbara Higginson)
5:00 Jesse Howard Brown (The Marchany Family)
6:30 Spanish Mass

OUR LITURGY
In the first reading, God stops the miraculous manna as soon as the
Israelites are able to eat the produce of the Promised Land. Paul tells
the Corinthians they are a new creation through reconciliation with
God. The prodigal son demonstrates God’s willingness to welcome
us back as soon as we turn to him.

REMEMBER THOSE WHO HAVE DIED
Lucette Rossen, Joseph Diubaldo Jr., Zofija Rukstele,
Gladys Miranda
our deceased soldiers and all of our
deceased relatives and friends.
Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord and let perpetual light shine
upon them. May they rest in peace.. May their souls and all the
souls of the faithful departed rest in peace. Amen

Yeretzi Rosa Castillo
Maggie Kathleen Dillon
Samuel Pagliuca

Who Are Important Women of Your Faith?

Recommended Reading
A collection of personal stories in which grandparents
and elders from around the world share from their
“reservoirs of wisdom” to inspire and guide. These
stories are interspersed with reflections by Pope Francis.
We have all heard that the only constant in life is change.
How can we prepare ourselves to walk toward that
change with confidence, trust, and faith? How can we
maintain our vision without losing our way?
In Sharing the Wisdom of Time, Pope Francis offers a
simple but profound solution: To see where we should
go, we must understand where we’ve been. The
experience and wisdom of those who have come before
us can provide the guidance we need to approach
tomorrow free of fear and needless anxiety. Sharing the
Wisdom of Time is an international effort that collects
the stories of elders from over 30 countries carved from
lifetimes of experience. From a blind basket weaver in
Kenya to an acclaimed filmmaker in Hollywood, from a
survivor of the Auschwitz concentration camp to a
centenarian midwife in Guatemala, every story is a
testament to the power of faith, perseverance, human
resilience, and love.
The experience and lived wisdom of our grandparents
and elders can guide the leaders of tomorrow to move
forward creatively and confidently as they envision a
future of hope. The testimony of our elders will help us
to look above the horizon and see the stars.
-Fr Mike

This was the question in the “asking the clergy” section of
last Sunday’s Newsday. There were no Catholics among
the printed respondents. So maybe we should all ask
ourselves that question.
The first would obviously be Mary, the Mother of God. I
am writing this on the Feast of The Annunciation, when
Mary responded with a yes to the Lord that will resonate
throughout all time.
We also have Mary’s partner in faith, Elizabeth, the mother
of John the Baptist who miraculously brought this
precursor to Jesus into the world even when she was
beyond childbearing age.
Another great woman who comes to my mind is St Monica,
the mother of Augustine, who prayed constantly for her
son’s conversion as he lived a selfish life. Her prayers
worked! Are you concerned about your children? Ask
Monica to join you in praying for them.
St Therese of Lisieux lived a very brief life but she has
remained true to her promise of spending her time in
heaven doing good on earth.
St Agnes, the patron of the diocese of Rockville Centre
promised herself to Jesus as his spouse and would not
renounce him even when threatened with death. On the
day of her martyrdom, it is said that she looked as happy as
a bride on her wedding day.
But beyond the women of history who are important to our
faith, there are also many unsung heroines in the faith life
of many of us.
Let’s start with Mom. So many of us would say that we
first learned of God and his Son Jesus from our mothers.
They nurtured our faith. Beyond faith, my Mom taught me
so many important life lessons, most importantly the fact
that I am unconditionally loved.
I have had many women teachers: Sister Eleanor IHM, and
Sister Miriam Eugene IHM in first and second grade gave
me foundations in life and as a Catholic.
Virginia Ott, my 6th grade teacher shared her faith with us
in a much more mature way that invited us to make a more
mature response to God’s love.
Jumping ahead, I see the tremendous work of every Parish
secretary and receptionist I have worked with. They are on
the front line and encounter quite a variety of needs every
day with tremendous love and faith.
Looking at our parish, I see the great women on our
pastoral staff who proclaim the gospel with their lives on a
daily basis. Their witness makes me want to be a better
man.
Last Sunday, one of our leading women, Maureen Ennis,
was the Grand Marshall of the St Patrick’s Day parade right behind her were the women of The Giving Doll who
put their faith and love into action in a beautiful way.
There are many other important and strong women in our
faith. This space doesn’t allow room to name them all.
Some are sitting right next to you! Pray for them. And
maybe your prayer should begin with “Thank you!”
- Fr Mike

FAMILY MASS at St. Joseph
Sunday, April 7 at 10:30AM

HOW CHILDREN CAN GET INVOLVED
Children’s Choir Members
Contact: Mike Keller
MikeKeller@Stjoronk.org

Altar Servers
Contact Ed Grieb
EdGrieb@Stjoronk.org

Lectors
Contact: Anne DiNero
annedinero1@gmail.com

Welcome Greeters
Contact:Michele Nappi
Michele@Stjoronk.org
Gift Bearers
Please speak to the Ushers at Mass

Paschal Candle Memorials
If you would like to memorialize the Paschal Candle for the upcoming year
please fill out and return this form with your donation of $100 to the Rectory.

Paschal Candle Memorial
Name:
Address:

Telephone:
In Memory Of:

Parishioner ID#
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Respect Life
There was news this week about two pieces of state legislation. The two
laws show the polarization over right to life issues very vividly, and it
demonstrates that the term “progressive” is definitely defined by perspective.
Both houses of the New Jersey Legislature have now narrowly passed an
assisted suicide bill, garnering the minimum votes needed in both chambers to do so. Governor Phil Murphy has already stated his strong support for the legislation, and will certainly sign it into law. The law provides for physician assisted suicide for “terminally” ill patients who are
“mentally competent adults.” Two doctors need to attest to the terminal
status of the patient, and that the patient has less than six months to live.
New Jersey has become the eighth state to legalize assisted suicide. The
concern often stated by critics of assisted suicide is that as more and
more states move to the position of acceptance, assisted suicide will
become more and more normal in our country. With this “progression”
the reasons for suicide will increase, (there have already been cases of
assisted suicide for ADD in Europe), eventually getting to the point that
it will be expected by society when you reach a certain age and/or level
of medical breakdown. Does the future of the United States include a
time when our most vulnerable people will be compelled by family financial pressure to take their own lives? That is a frightening proposition.
Meanwhile in Mississippi Governor Phil Bryant has signed one of the
strictest abortion bills in the country into law. The law bans most abortions once a fetal heartbeat can be detected, which is about six weeks
into pregnancy. The Center for Reproductive Rights has already announced their intentions to sue Mississippi over the law. The law makes
an exception for situations where the pregnancy is threatening the mother’s life. There is one remaining abortion clinic in Mississippi.
There are two diametrically opposed trends occurring at the state level
right now. One trend is the “progressive” movement to further erode the
tenuous existence of a respect for life in their states. Northeastern and
west coast states, who fancy themselves as sophisticated and progressive, continue to initiate, and eventually pass legislation that support,
and promote assisted suicide, euthanasia, unlimited abortion at all points
during a pregnancy, and infanticide. This is progress. Where does this
end? Are we are rapidly “progressing” towards eugenics, a philosophy
advanced by Planned Parenthood founder Margaret Sanger, and used by
the Nazi party in Germany as grounds for their race doctrines? Will we
decide who should have the right to live?
And at the same time the other trend continues in the southern and Midwestern states. These states, that are often ridiculed and laughed at by
their sophisticated brothers and sisters in the progressive states as regressive, backwards, and fly-over country, continue to pass legislation which
is specifically meant to protect life at all stages. It is also designed to
continually challenge the right to abortion from a legal point of view,
and to advance the rights of the unborn, the elderly, and the mentally or
physically challenged.
Prior to the development of civilization, it was fairly common for disabled infants to be left to die, and for the elderly to wander away from
their communities when their infirmities grew too severe. Then we actually “progressed” and moved forward, to the point where it is often stated that a society is judged by the amount of compassion that is shown to
their most vulnerable citizens. Have we deluded ourselves to the extent
that the compassion we show these people now is to kill them? Is that
our measurement of “progress?”
Please pray for our country, and pray to end abortion, and to restore our
respect for life.
“Before I formed you in the womb, I knew you…” Jeremiah 1:5

Our Prayer and Action In
Building the City of God
Our Prayer for Financial Well Being is $23,700 in our Sunday
Offerings
Sunday March 24th Collections:

$16,364

Same Week Last Year:

$19,939

This Year Weekly Average ((to-date)

$17,185

Last Year Weekly Average Was:

$18,210

Our Prayer for Evangelization is an increase of 500 new people
at Mass this year
Mass Attendance on Sun. March 24th
This Year Avg. Mass Attendance
Last Year Avg. Mass Attendance:
Outreach Collection

1,524
1,455
1,535
$2,740

Do you knit? Crochet?

The Respect Life Ministry will be collecting diapers and
baby items for mothers in need on May 4th and 5th. If
you’d like to make something special, now’s a great time
to get started! Handmade blankets and sweaters are always
appreciated at Birthright and the Life Center, so thank you
in advance for sharing your talents with others. More details about the collection will be forthcoming.
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Cub Scout Pack 272
Scout Troop 272
St. Joseph’s Cub Scout Pack 272 and Scout Troop 272
have fun, exciting, educational, character building programs for boys and girls, age 7 through 17 (first Grade and
up).
For more information or to enroll your child,
contact Dr. Louis Scotti at 979-0060
or e-mail JoinScouting@StJoRonk.org.

CYO Sport Programs
http://stjoecyosports.com
Baseball:
Intramural (Coed, ages 4-16):
Gene
588-1879
Travel * (Boys)
Vinny
543-4100
Basketball:
Girls (koolmom4d@msn.com) Debbie
467-6174
Clinic Division (Coed Grades K-2) Nick
585-7723
Boys Grades 3-12)
Vinny
543-4100
Travel*
Vinny
543-4100
Track:
Boys & Girls, Grades K-8
Jerry
585-4048
Soccer :
Intramural Boys & Girls(ages 3-13) Joe 585-0748
jcaiola@fast.net
Travel (LIJSL):
Rob
721-8831
Softball:
Dennis 467-6174

Pack, Troop, and Crew 272 have
a YEAR-ROUND scouting program.

Venturing Events
In Carew Hall after 5:00 PM Mass
Venturing is open to men and women age 14
through 20 who have graduated from 8th
Grade. This year's crew plan is jam packed
with interesting and fun activities here at St.
Joseph's and "off-campus" as well.
Come to our meeting and check it out.
Visit our next meeting:
March 31, 2019 Tonight
e-mail: Crew272@StJoRonk.org
phone: Advisor Mike Keller (631) 872-7675

What did you do this weekend?

PRAY FOR THE SICK

___________________________________
Name of person who is ill
_____________________________
_________________________
Person making this request:
Relationship to ill person
(Friends can be placed on the silent prayer list only)

PRAY FOR OUR TROOPS
__________________________________
Name, Rank and Branch of Service
______________________________
____________________
Person making this request
Relationship to Soldier
(Friends can be placed on the silent prayer list only)

Faced with a Drinking Problem?
Perhaps
Alcoholics Anonymous Can Help.
“Heart of the Lake” - AA Group
Meets here at St. Josephs R.C. Church
In the basement of the Rectory (entrance in rear)
Wednesday Evening @ 7:30 - 8:45 pm
And
Saturday Afternoon @ 2:00 - 3:15 pm
“The Only Requirement for Membership
Is a desire to stop drinking.”

“Al-Anon”
Al-Anon is an anonymous fellowship
of families and friends of alcoholics.
It is a support program which meets
here at St. Joseph’s Church on Thursdays 10AM –12 Noon in the basement of the rectory. (Entrance is in
the rear)
For more information please call
631-669-2827.

Baptismal Ministry
Join us in this joy-filled ministry that
welcomes our tiniest new Catholics and their
families to the Celebration of the Sacrament
of Baptism. Every few weeks we need about
an hour of your time to help the priest or
deacon prepare for the celebration and to
welcome and guide our families to and
through the celebration. If you love babies
and like to meet happy people and welcome
them to our parish, this is for YOU!
We are also in need of volunteers to needle
stich our Baptismal Bibs for the
infants Baptized here at St.
Joseph.
If you can help us, please call the
rectory at 588-8456.

