April 14, 2019 — Passion Sunday

April 14, 2019
Serving Your Sacramental Needs
The Sacrament of Baptism
The Sacrament is celebrated on Sundays at 1:30 PM and on
the first Saturday of each month. Parents, please call the
parish office to arrange a meeting with a priest.
The Sacrament of Eucharist
See front cover for mass times. If you are sick for an
extended period of time or are homebound, contact the
parish office to have someone bring Communion to you.
The Sacrament of Confirmation
School aged children can prepare for this Sacrament by
contacting our Faith Formation Office. Adults who have
yet to be Confirmed should contact the Parish Office
The Sacrament of Reconciliation
As listed on front cover or call the office to see a priest.
The Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick
This Sacrament is for the living. We celebrate this
Sacrament each Spring and Fall for those who are
chronically ill, advanced in age, or who are about to
undergo surgery or hospitalization. We can arrange the
Sacrament at other times by calling the Parish Office.
Emergencies: Call the office to speak to a priest.
Nighttime emergencies
(631) 538-7219
The Sacrament of Matrimony
Bride or Groom please call the office at least six months
before your desired wedding date to begin preparations for
marriage. Please make contact with the parish before
making other wedding day plans!
The Sacrament of Holy Orders
If you feel called to serve in the church as a priest deacon
or in consecrated religious life, call the office to speak to
one of the priests or deacons for guidance.
Interested in possibly becoming Catholic?
Contact the rectory to arrange a meeting to discuss your
questions. We have classes to help people learn about our
faith and decide if becoming Catholic is best for you. This
whole process of inquiry and potential conversion is called
RCIA—The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults.

We will respect your personal journey with God!

Altar Bread & Wine
In Memory of
Carol A. Walsh
Requested by
Greg Walsh

REMEMBER THOSE WHO HAVE DIED
Eileen Clark, Hope Reno, Al Marrero, Catherine West,
Anthony Catalano, Rita Williams, Brian Ginsberg
our deceased soldiers and all of our
deceased relatives and friends.
Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord and let perpetual light shine
upon them. May they rest in peace.. May their souls and all the
souls of the faithful departed rest in peace. Amen
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Mass Intentions for the Week
Sunday, April 14 (Palm Sunday)
7:00
Cornelius J. Dunleavy (Loving Wife Ann)
9:00
Vito Bianco (The Vessa Family)
10:30 Emma Bonilla (Loving Family)
12:00 Sr. Eilish White & Kathleen O’Loughlin (SJ Em’s),
Dr. Frank Favazza (Loving Family), Salvatore Bilancione
(Ed & Debbie Vega), Joseph Giovia (Carol Michels),
Ignazio Mangini (Selina & Maureen Alfonso)
5:00 For the People of the Parish
Monday, April 15
7:00 Vincent Sciarrillo (Erika Wuttke)
9:00 Janet Lamm (LIVING) (Linda & Lorraine)
Tuesday, April 16
7:00 Helen Whelan (Loving Family)
8:45 Rose Marie Barry (Alexis & Rocco Zanini)
Wednesday, April 17
7:00 James J. Heiman (Loving Sister Helen)
9:00 Giuseppe Laporta (Loving Family)
Thursday, April 18 (Holy Thursday)
9:00 Morning Prayer
7:30 Mass of the Lords Supper
Friday, April 19 (Good Friday)
9:00 Morning Prayer
3:00 Liturgy of the Passion
5:30 Lords Passion (Spanish)
7:30 Stations (LIVING)
Saturday, April 20 (Holy Saturday)
9:00
Morning Prayer & Blessing of Food
7:30
Easter Vigil Mass
Sunday, April 21(Easter Sunday)
5:50 Sunrise Mass
7:00
Easter
9:00
Intentions
10:30
12:00
1:30 Spanish Mass

OUR LITURGY
In the procession with palms, Luke recounts the entry of Jesus into
Jerusalem. Where people proclaimed, Blessed is the king who comes
in the name of the Lord. In the first reading, Isaiah prophesies about
the Lord’s servant. In the second reading from Philippians, Paul
quotes a hymn that tells of the “emptying” and subsequent
exaltation of Christ. In the Gospel, Luke recounts the events of
Christ’s passion; from the meal with his Apostles., to his agony on
the Mount of Olives, and then his arrest, crucifixion, death and
burial.

Were You There?
If you look in our Journeysongs book, you will find this
song at #385. It is a call for us to allow our hearts to be
present at the mystery of God’s love shown in the
crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus.
A priest friend of mine asks this question in a slightly
different context. He asks, were you there in game 6 of
the 1986 World Series when Mookie Wilson hit a ball
through Bill Buckner’s legs to win the game? My friend
was there. The Mets were down 3 games to 2. In the top
of the 10th inning Boston took a one run lead and many
“fans” started to leave. Then in the bottom of the 10th
two men get on. It is first and third with Mookie coming
up. Mookie works a full count and keeps fouling them
off. A wild pitch lets a run score - it is tied and the fans
are so loud my friend can’t hear his buddy who is
screaming into his ears! Then comes that measly hit up
the first base line and a miracle happens. It goes through
Bill Buckner’s legs and the Mets win the game and go on
to win the series!
When my friend tells the story, you can tell that in his
mind he is there again! But when he tells the story he
always tells about the people who left. He says, they
have no right to go to the ticker tape parade! They can’t
celebrate the amazing victory unless they stayed there
when it was almost defeat!
It is similar with Christianity. In order for us to celebrate
Easter, we have to know the real pain of the cross - it
isn’t just the victory that matters. It is the entire journey.
But you can be there!
Every year we have the opportunity to be there as God’s
love unfolds in the mystery of the cross and resurrection
of Jesus.
We can be there for the gift of the Eucharist and the
washing of the disciples’ feet on Holy Thursday evening.
We can be there and complete what the apostles could
not by staying with Jesus in prayer after mass.
We can be there for the passion of Jesus and we can
bring our burdens to the cross on Good Friday afternoon.
We can be there as the darkness of death becomes the
light of the resurrection as the season of new life begins
on Holy Saturday evening.
We can be there for the dawn of a new day for all of
creation at our Sunrise Mass on Easter Sunday Morning
(see opposite column for information).
We can also be there to experience the healing embrace
that Jesus gives us through this mystery as we celebrate
reconciliation on Monday of Holy Week (see opposite
column for information).
There are other ways to be there.
Maybe your schedule doesn’t allow for some of these
celebrations. Our church is open all day. Stop in and
spend some time with Jesus - Be there!
-Fr Mike

Mark Your Calendar!
Our Parish Easter Retreat is Coming!
May 6, 7& 8
7:30 PM in the Church
In your daily life, do you believe you are:
Created in Love?
Called to be Holy?
Sent to Spread the Good News?
Join us as we reflect on these realities, and look to get beyond
any obstacles that keep us from living in response to these
realities!
Holiness is not reserved for just the
Hall of Fame Saints!
Missionary Discipleship is not reserved for just the 12
Apostles!
Knowing God’s love and living in that love will help us all to
live our truest call!
Be Holy, for I the LORD
Your God am Holy! (LV (19:2)

Celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation
During Holy Week
On Monday of Holy Week, you can celebrate the Sacrament of
Reconciliation anywhere you want! For years our diocese has had
reconciliation in every church on Monday of Holy Week from
3:00 - 9:00!
This practice has been picked up by the diocese of Brooklyn and
The New York archdiocese. So you can go to pretty much any
church from here to upstate to celebrate this beautiful Sacrament
of God’s unconditional love.
We will have two priests available for the entire time. If you
wanted to go to another parish, and they have fewer priests, their
schedule may be different, so call for their schedule.

Celebrate the Rising of the Son at Sunrise!
Our Sunrise mass will be on Easter Sunday morning at
Ronkonkoma Beach. The sun rises at 6:05 AM so we
will begin at 5:50 AM.
Weather prediction is cloudy but high 50s.
If it pours, stay home and go to mass in church!
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Respect Life
On April 3rd, 2019, Hillary Clinton Tweeted out a CNN opinion
piece on the Georgia State Law that proposes to restrict access to
abortion at the first point when a fetal heartbeat can be detected
(around six weeks). Along with the editorial, Mrs. Clinton Tweeted
the comment “When anti-choice politicians limit access to reproductive care, women die.” Unfortunately this is a myth that is either
knowingly or unknowingly perpetuated by the pro-abortion crowd.
Abortion is not reproductive care, as reproductive care concerns
reproduction. Abortion is obviously the antithesis of reproduction.
This brings us to the actual editorial, which was written by Ilyse
Hogue, the head of the abortion advocacy group NARAL. It should
be noted that NARAL is a small company with relatively few employees considering their national status, but they reported
$11,000,000 in revenues in 2016. In the editorial “Georgia GOP’s
Abortion Ban Will Hurt Women” Ms. Hogue continually equates
high mortality rates in Georgia and Mississippi to restrictive abortion laws. “Instead of focusing on problems like maternal mortality,
the GOP seems intent on pushing extreme bills like the one that just
passed Georgia” Hogue wrote. She makes sure that she mentions
that 700 women die each year from pregnancy complications, which
is correct, and that most of these are preventable. She unfortunately
provides no specifics on this last contention. Ms. Hogue fails to
mention that none of the restrictive abortion laws are actually in
effect due to court challenges. Nor does she mention that these high
mortality rates actually do have a correlation, but it is not to abortion laws one way or the other. The correlation is to healthcare
manpower shortages in rural communities. She also doesn’t mention that Georgia’s governor, Brian Kemp is in the process of implementing a program that would pay student loans for healthcare
providers, particularly MD’s, DO’s, NP’s, and PA’s, who agree to
provide care in these shortage areas.
Instead she pushes the narrative that if there are no abortion clinics
more women will die from pregnancy complications. Although she
never says it specifically, she seems to be inferring that these closed
up abortion clinics were providing pre-natal care. We know this is
not true, as there have been Pro-Life investigations into this question, and less that 3% of Planned Parenthood facilities even offer
pre-natal care. She lays the responsibility for “children left behind
from mothers who died preventable deaths” squarely on the GOP’s
Pro-Life positions. But she really never gives any actual facts on
how this is true. She also blames these laws on high infant mortality
rates, again without evidence.
The narrative is clear, and it is constant; the GOP, and the Pro-Life
movement are the bad guys, shutting down abortion mills is killing
women because abortion mills just happen to provide abortions, but
they are actually women’s healthcare centers, and not wanting to
kill unborn babies is extreme. She wrote “The actions of the modern day GOP lay bare its truth: it is engaged in a coherent, consistent and international strategy aimed at the ultimate goal of criminalizing abortion and punishing women. And if the collateral damage happens to be the actual lives, health, and well-being of women
and families, so be it.” That is a very sweeping indictment of a very
large group of people, but much of it is based on a fallacy, and as
such there is no evidence supporting it at all. These arguments are
always given by the abortion industry, which generates over a billion dollars a year in revenue, at the current cost of 365,000 lives per
year.

Our Prayer and Action In
Building the City of God
Our Prayer for Financial Well Being is $23,700 in our Sunday
Offerings
Sunday April 7th Collections:

$20,655

Same Week Last Year:

$19,940

This Year Weekly Average ((to-date)

$17,290

Last Year Weekly Average Was:

$18,210

Our Prayer for Evangelization is an increase of 500 new people
at Mass this year
Mass Attendance on Sun. April 7th
This Year Avg. Mass Attendance
Last Year Avg. Mass Attendance:

1,465
1,455
1,535

Do you knit? Crochet?

The Respect Life Ministry will be collecting diapers and
baby items for mothers in need on May 4th and 5th. If
you’d like to make something special, now’s a great time
to get started! Handmade blankets and sweaters are always
appreciated at Birthright and the Life Center, so thank you
in advance for sharing your talents with others. More details about the collection will be forthcoming.
Continued...
You can read Ms. Hogue’s article at https://
t.co/6Hq32TB4V1
You can read a conservative reaction to the article, written by Lauretta Brown, at https://townhall.com/tipsheet/
laurettabrown/2019/04/03/hillary-clinton-claims-women
-die-when -abortion-access-is-limited-n2544209/
Please pray for the conversion of these folks involved in
the abortion industry.
Please pray for our country, and pray to end abortion,
and to restore our respect for life.
“Before I formed you in the womb, I knew you…” Jeremiah 1:5

Please come and join with our Parish Family as we celebrate
DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY, ON APRIL 28 AT 3PM In the Gym
“THE HOUR OF MERCY”
“It is my desire that the feast of My Mercy be solemnly celebrated on the Second
Sunday of Easter…”
What is Divine Mercy? It is about God’s love for us. Divine Mercy is a particular kind of love. When love encounters suffering, poverty, brokenness
and sin, it mercifully takes action to do something about it. Mercy is love going out to misery; Divine Mercy is love poured on sinful humanity to fee it
from sin and its consequences. Jesus promised to give great graces on Divine Mercy Sunday. Specifically, He told St. Faustina:

“On that day, the very depths of My tender mercy ate opened. I pour out a whole ocean of graces upon those souls who approach the fount of
My mercy. On that day, all the divine floodgates through which graces flow are opened.” Regarding the graces of Divine Mercy Sunday, Jesus
told St. Faustina, “The soul that will go to confession and receive Holy Communion shall obtain complete forgiveness of sins and punishment”
To receive the grace f Divine Mercy Sunday, you simply need to go to confession (up to 20 days before or after Divine Mercy Sunday) be in the state
of grace ((no mortal sin); and receive Holy Communion on that day with the intention of obtaining the promised grace.
“At three o’clock, implore my Mercy, especially for poor sinners - for at that moment, Mercy was opened wide for every soul. In this hour,
you can obtain everything for yourself and for others...for the asking. It is the hour of grace for the whole world. In this hour, I will refuse
nothing to the soul that makes a request of me in virtue of my passion…”

St. Joseph Garden Ministry

CALLING ALL VOLUNTEERS
PAST, PRESENT AND FUTURE
IT’S SPRING! THANK YOU GOD
Let’s roll up our sleeves, put on our gloves and knee pads and go to work
in our Lord’s gardens. Bring your garden tools and your love for the earth
and the beauty it produces. Please join us - we need your help. We have a
lot of “Ground” to cover. There are more than 20 gardens that need your
TLC. Please know that you can tend your adopted garden at your convenience, morning, noon or evening. If you are interested and want more
information, please leave your name and phone number at the rectory and
I’ll get back to you ASAP.
Thank you,
Fran

Philip Fava
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Cub Scout Pack 272
Scout Troop 272
St. Joseph’s Cub Scout Pack 272 and Scout Troop 272
have fun, exciting, educational, character building programs for boys and girls, age 7 through 17 (first Grade and
up).
For more information or to enroll your child,
contact Dr. Louis Scotti at 979-0060
or e-mail JoinScouting@StJoRonk.org.

CYO Sport Programs
http://stjoecyosports.com
Baseball:
Intramural (Coed, ages 4-16):
Gene
588-1879
Travel * (Boys)
Vinny
543-4100
Basketball:
Girls (koolmom4d@msn.com) Debbie
467-6174
Clinic Division (Coed Grades K-2) Nick
585-7723
Boys Grades 3-12)
Vinny
543-4100
Travel*
Vinny
543-4100
Track:
Boys & Girls, Grades K-8
Jerry
585-4048
Soccer :
Intramural Boys & Girls(ages 3-13) Joe 585-0748
jcaiola@fast.net
Travel (LIJSL):
Rob
721-8831
Softball:
Dennis 467-6174

Pack, Troop, and Crew 272 have
a YEAR-ROUND scouting program.

Venturing Events
In Carew Hall after 5:00 PM Mass
Venturing is open to men and women age 14
through 20 who have graduated from 8th
Grade. This year's crew plan is jam packed
with interesting and fun activities here at St.
Joseph's and "off-campus" as well.
Come to our meeting and check it out.
Visit our next meeting:
April 14, 2019 Tonight
e-mail: Crew272@StJoRonk.org
phone: Advisor Mike Keller (631) 872-7675

What did you do this weekend?

SJS ANGEL’S - VARSITY & JV CHEER TEAMS
Help Support St. Joseph’s Cheer Teams Last Clothing Drive
Saturday, May 4, 2019 at 9:30am
School Parking Lot by the School Gym.
Please donate the following: new or used clothing, coats, hats,
shoes, sneakers, bedding, towels, stuffed animal and toys.
If you can’t make it then, please bring items to the rectory or
school. For more information or questions, please contact Mrs.
Mundy at gmundy@stjoeronkelem.org.
Thank you for supporting our SJS Cheer Teams.

Faced with a Drinking Problem?
Perhaps
Alcoholics Anonymous Can Help.
“Heart of the Lake” - AA Group
Meets here at St. Josephs R.C. Church
In the basement of the Rectory (entrance in rear)
Wednesday Evening @ 7:30 - 8:45 pm
And
Saturday Afternoon @ 2:00 - 3:15 pm
“The Only Requirement for Membership
Is a desire to stop drinking.”

“Al-Anon”
Al-Anon is an anonymous fellowship
of families and friends of alcoholics.
It is a support program which meets
here at St. Joseph’s Church on Thursdays 10AM –12 Noon in the basement of the rectory. (Entrance is in
the rear)
For more information please call
631-669-2827.

Paschal Candle Memorials
If you would like to memorialize the Paschal Candle for the upcoming year
please fill out and return this form with your donation of $100 to the Rectory.

Paschal Candle Memorial
Name:
Address:

Telephone:
In Memory Of:

Parishioner ID#

