
April 28, 2019  —  Divine Mercy Sunday 





April 28,  2019 Page 3 

Mass Intentions for the Week 

 
Sunday,  April 28 (Second Sunday of Easter) 

  7:00  John C. Dias (John & Rosa Dias) 

 9:00      Dec’d. Mbrs. Of St. Regis K of C & Joan  Burns, Christine 

  Firestone (Loving Family), Vinny Gessner (Loving Family), 

  Vito Messina (Richard Misciagna & Family), Catherine 

`  West (Dcn. Mike & Ann DeBellis). Anthony Catalano 

  (Mike & Ann DeBellis) 

10:30  Stanislaw Lajewski (Loving Daughter & Family) 

12:00  Marie Califano (Loving Husband) 

  5:00  John Leonick (Helen & Jim Ma)    
Monday, April 29 

  7:00   Vincent Sciarrillo (Kenneth Wuttke) 

  9:00  Mary & Andrew Napolitano (Jean & Norman Kalish) 

Tuesday, April 30 

  7:00     Helen M. Christopher (Loving Son) 

  8:45  Steven Imburgia (Rocco & Alexis Zanini) 

 Wednesday, May 1 

  7:00     Richard Dante (Loving Wife) 

  9:00     RoseMarie Barry (Melissa & Louis Zanini) 

Thursday, May 2  

  7:00  Karl Wuttke (Loving Wife) 

  9:00  Kristin Schuhlein (Carl & Michelle Nappi) 

Friday, May 3  

  7:00  Anthony Catalano (Jean Dante) 

  9:00  Godofredo Alcantara (Loving Wife, Son & Grandson) 

Saturday, May 4  

8:00       Angelo & Theresa DeFilippo (Marie DeFilippo) 

5:00  Matthew Dale (Loving Wife Jackie), Joan Jamieson 

  (Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Erato), Catherine West (The 

  Bergin-DiNero Family), Alma Gloria Cappa (Laura &\ 

  Richard Hutter), Steven Luongo (Ann Rizzo), Frank 

  LaMarca (Mate & Maria Kapovic) 

Sunday, May 5 

7:00  Vincent Sciarrillo (Juanita Wuttke) 

9:00  Luis Zapata (Dcn. Mike & Ann DeBellis) 

10:30  Stanislaw Lajewski (Loving Daughter & Family), Ann A. 

  Woods (The Zilinskas Family), Victor A. Alfiero (The 

  Vessa Family), Debra Gaughan (Martin Gaughan), Candida 

  Rosa Busigo (Nydia & Family), Miguel Angel Mejias 

  (Raul & Family) 

12:00  Joanne Simonella (Doreen & Stan) 

5:00  Fannie Muzzonigro (Doreen & Danny Probst) 

Serving Your Sacramental Needs 
 

The Sacrament of Baptism 

The Sacrament is celebrated on Sundays at 1:30 PM and on 
the first Saturday of each month.  Parents, please call the 
parish office to arrange a meeting with a priest.   

The Sacrament of Eucharist 

See front cover for mass times.  If you are sick for an 
extended period of time or are homebound, contact the 
parish office to have someone bring Communion to you. 

The Sacrament of Confirmation 

School aged children can prepare for this Sacrament by 
contacting our Faith Formation Office.  Adults who have 
yet to be Confirmed should contact the Parish Office 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation 

As listed on front cover or call the office to see a priest. 

The Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick 

This Sacrament is for the living.  We celebrate this 
Sacrament each Spring and Fall for those who are 
chronically ill, advanced in age, or who are about to 
undergo surgery or hospitalization.  We can arrange the 
Sacrament at other times by calling the Parish Office. 

Emergencies: Call the office to speak to a priest. 

Nighttime emergencies             (631) 538-7219 

The Sacrament of Matrimony 

Bride or Groom please call the office at least six months 
before your desired wedding date to begin preparations for 
marriage.  Please make contact with the parish before 
making other wedding day plans! 

The Sacrament of Holy Orders 

If you feel called to serve in the church as a priest deacon 
or in consecrated religious life, call the office to speak to 
one of the priests or deacons for guidance. 

Interested in possibly becoming Catholic? 

Contact the rectory to arrange a meeting to discuss your 
questions.  We have classes to help people learn about our 
faith and decide if becoming Catholic is best for you.  This 
whole process of inquiry and potential conversion is called 
RCIA—The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults. 

We will respect your personal journey with God! 

 Altar Bread & Wine 

In Memory of 

Alice & Joseph Rau 

Requested by 

Ann Festa 

 

REMEMBER THOSE WHO HAVE DIED 
 

Charles Inkpen , Laurence Shannon, Debra Lane,  
Patricia Mennella, Thomas Muench, Lorraine Schilling 

our deceased soldiers and all of our  
deceased relatives and friends. 

 

Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord and let perpetual light shine 
upon them. May they rest in peace.. May their souls and all the 
souls of the faithful departed rest in peace. Amen 

OUR LITURGY 
 

In the first reading, the Apostles performed many signs and 
wonders, and many came to believe. In Revelation, John, 
imprisoned, had a vision of Jesus in heaven and was commanded to 
write all that he saw. In the Gospel, the re4surrected Jesus reveals 
himself to Thomas, who only then came to believe. Jesus said, 
Blessed are those who have not seen and have believed. 



Mark Your Calendar! 

Our Parish Easter Retreat is Coming! 

May 6, 7& 8 at 7:30 PM in the Church 
 

In your daily life, do you believe you are: Created in Love? Called to be Holy? 

Sent to Spread the Good News? 

Join us as we reflect on these realities, and look to get beyond any obstacles that keep us from living in response to these realities! 

Holiness is not reserved for just the Hall of Fame Saints! 

Missionary Discipleship is not reserved for just the 12 Apostles! 

Knowing God’s love and living in that love will help us all to live our truest call! 

Be Holy, for I the LORD Your God am Holy! (LV (19:2) 

Great Story!  Great Explanation! 
In a mother’s womb were two babies. One asked the 
other: “Do you believe in life after delivery?” 

The other replied, “Why, of course. There has to be 
something after delivery. Maybe we are here to prepare 
ourselves for what we will be later.” 

“Nonsense” said the first. “There is no life after delivery. 
What kind of life would that be?” 

The second said, “I don’t know, but there will be more 
light than here. Maybe we will walk with our legs and eat 
from our mouths. Maybe we will have other senses that 
we can’t understand now.” 

The first replied, “That is absurd. Walking is impossible. 
And eating with our mouths? Ridiculous! The umbilical 
cord supplies nutrition and everything we need. But the 
umbilical cord is so short. Life after delivery is to be 
logically excluded.” 

The second insisted, “Well I think there is something and 
maybe it’s different than it is here. Maybe we won’t need 
this physical cord anymore.” 

The first replied, “Nonsense. And moreover if there is 
life, then why has no one ever come back from there? 
Delivery is the end of life, and in the after-delivery there 
is nothing but darkness and silence and oblivion. It takes 
us nowhere.” 

“Well, I don’t know,” said the second, “but certainly we 
will meet Mother and she will take care of us.” 

The first replied “Mother? You actually believe in 
Mother? That’s laughable. If Mother exists then where is 
She now?” 

The second said, “She is all around us. We are 
surrounded by her. We are of Her. It is in Her that we 
live. Without Her this world would not and could not 
exist.” 

Said the first: “Well I don’t see Her, so it is only logical 
that She doesn’t exist.” 

To which the second replied, “Sometimes, when you’re 
in silence and you focus and listen, you can perceive Her 
presence, and you can hear Her loving voice, calling 
down from above.” 

Maybe this was one of the best explanations to the 
concept of GOD. 

-Fr Mike 

Holy Smoke! 
When we are at mass we are celebrating both a meal and 
a sacrifice.  Altars are now freestanding so they can look 
more like a table set for a meal.  But sometimes we may 
miss the part about the sacrifice.  In ancient days, 
sacrifice was the way people honored God.  They would 
bring their first fruits (Which may consist of an animal or 
produce from the land) to the Temple where they would 
be offered to God by being burned.  By burning it,  no 
one else can use it and the smoke would rise to heaven.  
There is a prayer in the Old Testament that alludes to this 
sacrificial practice - Lord, may our prayers rise before 
you like incense. (cf. psalm 141:2). 

The Passover meal from the Exodus used a sacrificial 
lamb, and now Jesus is the Lamb of God - he has become 
the sacrifice. 

So that we can experience the sacrificial aspect of our 
celebration at mass, during the Easter Season, we will use 
incense at our Sunday masses. 

After the bread and wine are initially offered, the priest 
will incense these gifts at the altar.  He will then also 
incense the Paschal Candle which is the symbol of Jesus 
risen from the dead as a way of honoring the mystery of 
Jesus’ death and resurrection which we enter at every 
mass. 

When a deacon is present, he will incense the priest, 
standing in persona Christi at this moment of the mass. 

The deacon will then come to the front of the people in 
the lower sanctuary and indicate for everyone to stand.  
He will then incense the congregation as a way of 
honoring the fact that, in this celebration we become 
more and more the Body of Christ. 

Each action is intended to honor the deepest reality of the 
thing or people being incensed - the altar is the place 
where heaven and earth meet, and bread and wine laid 
there represent our self gift to God.  They become God’s 
self gift to us as they become the real presence of the 
Body and blood of Christ. 

As each person is incensed we are reminded, not only 
that the priest is acting in persona Christi, but that Christ 
is present in each of us who share his life through our 

Baptism.   -Fr Mike 





PRAY FOR THE SICK 
___________________________________ 

Name of person who is ill 
 _____________________________   _________________________ 
         Person making this request:                            Relationship to ill person  

(Friends can be placed on the silent prayer list only) 

PRAY FOR OUR TROOPS 
 

__________________________________ 
Name, Rank and Branch of Service 

______________________________ ____________________ 
      Person making this request                                   Relationship to Soldier 

(Friends can be placed on the silent prayer list only) 
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Our Prayer and Action In                 
 Building the City of God 
 
 

Updated figures will be posted in next weeks bulletin 
 

 

Our Prayer for Financial Well Being is $23,700 in our Sunday  

Offerings  
 

                           

   

                                        

Our Prayer for Evangelization is an increase of 500 new people 

 at Mass this year 

 

 

 

 

Victoria Flores-Andrade 

Viviana Flores-Andrade 

 

     Respect Life 
Printed below are excerpts from an article that appeared on 
www.national righttolifenews.org.  The article, entitled “Pennsylvania 
Teen Shows the Tremendous Gift of Children with Down Syndrome,” 
was written by Maria V. Gallagher, Legislative Director of the Pennsyl-
vania Pro-Life Federation. 
‘This is an incredible story of life, death, disability, and the power of an 
innocent child to bring people unity, hope and peace.Chloe Kondrich, a 
teenager with Down syndrome, has won worldwide acclaim for her ad-
vocacy efforts on behalf of children with disabilities. Chloe’s father, 
Kurt, left his job in law enforcement to join Chloe in her advocacy ef-
forts. 
A decade ago, Kurt lost a close friend when a fellow Pittsburgh police 
officer, Paul Sciullo, was among a trio of officers killed in an ambush. 
The loss was devastating to the community and to Kurt personally. 
When he took Chloe to her appointments at Children’s Hospital, he 
would stop at a nearby cemetery where Officer Sciullo was buried. 
There, Chloe formed a bond with the fallen officer, whose photograph 
adorns his tombstone. 
During a visit with Sciullo’s parents, Chloe said, “I see Paul up in heav-
en and he’s holding a baby. It’s a baby boy. It’s his brother. His name’s 
David and (Paul’s) holding him in heaven.”The parents started to cry. 
Unbeknownst to the Kondrich family, 43 years earlier, the Sciullos had 
miscarried a baby.  He was a boy, and the Sciullos had discussed naming 
him David. 
As Kurt remarks, “I don’t know what I did right to be given a daughter 
as awesome as this.” Chloe shined a very bright light in the darkest val-
ley for the Sciullo family, and her father believes she proved that unborn 
children who die in the womb are in Heaven.  Yet, Kurt lives with the 
daily reality that children such as Chloe are truly endangered. That is 
because of the high abortion rate for unborn babies who have been diag-
nosed with Down syndrome. It is estimated that the vast majority of 
parents who receive a prenatal Down syndrome diagnosis choose abor-
tion. 
Kurt believes many individuals simply do not know the abilities of chil-
dren with Down syndrome. To address this pressing issue, the Kon-
drich’s were instrumental in passing Chloe’s Law, a Pennsylvania statute 
which provides positive information and support to parents who have 
received a prenatal Down syndrome diagnosis. 
The Kondrich family is now advocating for legislation that would pro-
tect children with Down syndrome from abortion in Pennsylvania. The 
bill passed the Pennsylvania House of Representatives by an over-
whelming, bipartisan, veto-proof majority last year, but stalled in the 
Senate. 
House Speaker Mike Turzai (R—Allegheny County) and Rep. Kate 
Klunk (R—York County) have announced plans to introduce a similar 
bill this year.  And in a news release announcing plans to introduce the 
bill, Rep. Klunk stated, “We have a responsibility to protect those who 
don’t have a voice. We have a responsibility to stand up against eugen-
ics. And, we have a responsibility to stand up to say that a baby with 
Down syndrome has a right to life and should not be discriminated 
against in the womb.  “Individuals with Down syndrome live lives full 
of dignity, value and love.” Rep. Klunk said.  Meanwhile, at a media 
event last year, Speaker Turzai said, “We’re raising the concern in Penn-
sylvania because of some tragic trends in European countries. In Iceland, 
they’ve become notorious for the claim that Down syndrome has been 
nearly eliminated. What they fail to mention is that Iceland has a 100 
percent abortion rate of pre-born children with this diagnosis. 
For the Kondrich family, the legislative effort is part of a personal cru-
sade to show the world that every life matters—including the lives of the 
most vulnerable. The goal is to restore a culture of Life where people 
“Embrace don’t erase” Down syndrome and end this prenatal genocide 
which is the ultimate extreme form of prejudice, discrimination, profil-
ing, bigotry, and hate…’ 
 

Please pray for the conversion of all the people involved in the abortion 
industry.  Please pray for the families who are the victims of abortion, 
assisted suicide, or euthanasia.  Please pray for our country to end abor-
tion, and to restore our respect for life. 
 

 “Before I formed you in the womb, I knew you…” Jeremiah 1:5 

Come pray with us as we welcome home 
one of our own! 

On Monday, April 29, Fr. Walter Kedjerski, a home grown priest 
from our parish, who is now the rector of the Seminary in 
Huntington and director of formation for deacons in our diocese 
will come back to his home parish community and celebrate mass 
at 7:30 PM 

Come pray with Fr. Walter.  See how he has grown and how the 
grace of God, given to him in Baptism and Holy Orders, is at 
work in his life as a priest. 

We are reaching out to other priests who either grew up here or 
who spent some of their time of formation or service as a priest 
here to come home and pray with us as we celebrate 50 years of 
praying in our church building. 

I know Fr. Walter is looking forward to praying with us! 

     - Fr Mike 

http://paprolife.us/blog/2019/04/05/pennsylvania-teen-shows-the-tremendous-gift-of-children-with-down-syndrome/
http://paprolife.us/blog/2019/04/05/pennsylvania-teen-shows-the-tremendous-gift-of-children-with-down-syndrome/


CALLING ALL VOLUNTEERS 

PAST, PRESENT AND FUTURE 

IT’S SPRING! THANK YOU GOD 
 

Let’s roll up our sleeves, put on our gloves and knee pads and go to work in 
our Lord’s gardens. Bring your garden tools and your love for the earth and 
the beauty it produces. Please join us - we need your help. We have a lot of 
“Ground” to cover. There are more than 20 gardens that need your TLC. 
Please know that you can tend your adopted garden at your convenience, 
morning, noon or evening. If you are interested and want more information, 
please leave your name and phone number at the rectory and I’ll get back to 
you ASAP.                          

                              Thank you, 

                                   Fran 

St. Joseph Garden Ministry 

 

 

 

 

Diaper and Baby Item  

Collection 

May 4th and 5th after all masses. 
St. Joseph’s Respect Life Ministry will be collecting dia-

pers and wipes, as well as knitted and crocheted baby items 
such as blankets and sweaters. All will be donated to parish 

outreach and local crisis pregnancy centers. 



Tears from Heaven: 
 Mass at the Ronkonkoma Beach April 21, 2019 

 

A light drizzle of rain did not stop the St. Joseph’s Easter Sunrise Mass on the shores of 
Lake Ronkonkoma Beach. It was a beautiful ceremony complete with live music and the 
panorama of the lake viewed behind the altar. I am amazed for the past five years of how 
many people get up this early and make a special effort to attend this event! 

The Pastor, Reverend Michael Rieder, Deacon Edward Grieb, Music Minister Mike Kel-
ler, Members of the Knights of Columbus, Ushers and Extraordinary Ministers made this 
mass complete. 

This one was a little different from a past mass on the beach that featured the sun rising, 
fish jumping in the lake, ducks, swans and geese swimming in the background. 

Church as he described should not be solely about the building, but about a concerned 
community of Christian believers serving their fellow men.  

The mass went on as it came time for the blessing with holy water while the light rain 
drizzle continued…like tears from heaven. 

The Pastor referred to a current event at the Cathedral of Notre Dame in France. He had 
visited this famous structure in the past and had noted that persons in attendance were 

more preoccupied with the art than in praying… it was for some like a museum experience. (This reminded me of my own visit there when I was a 
college student on tour…so much art to marvel at especially the rosette windows.) 

Everyone had the opportunity for communion and at the conclusion we were thanked for coming and greeted upon departure. In some way we are all 
attracted to the Lord, come into contact with Him and then become transformed. Happy Easter! I would like to personally thank You and Your Staff 
for your inspiration and perseverance these past five years. 

Sincerely, Ben V. Scannella, parishioner since 1987 and 4th degree Knight of Columbus. 



Philip Fava 



 

 

Venturing Events 
In Carew Hall after 5:00 PM Mass 

Venturing is open to men and women age 14 
through 20 who have graduated from 8th 
Grade.  This year's crew plan is jam packed 
with interesting and fun activities here at St. 

Joseph's and "off-campus" as well. 
 

Come to our meeting and check it out. 
 

 Visit our next meeting: 

                April 28, 2019 Tonight  
            e-mail: Crew272@StJoRonk.org 

      phone: Advisor Mike Keller (631) 872-7675 

What did you do this weekend? 

Cub Scout Pack 272 

 Scout Troop 272 

 

St. Joseph’s Cub Scout Pack 272 and  Scout Troop 272  
have fun, exciting, educational, character building pro-
grams for boys and girls, age 7 through 17 (first Grade and 
up).  

 For more information or to enroll your child, 
 contact Dr. Louis Scotti at 979-0060 

or e-mail JoinScouting@StJoRonk.org. 
 

Pack, Troop, and Crew 272 have 

a YEAR-ROUND scouting program. 
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CYO Sport Programs 

http://stjoecyosports.com 

Baseball:    

Intramural (Coed, ages 4-16):      Gene    588-1879 

Travel *  (Boys)       Vinny   543-4100       

Basketball:  

Girls (koolmom4d@msn.com)     Debbie  467-6174 

Clinic Division (Coed Grades K-2)   Nick  585-7723    

Boys Grades 3-12)                Vinny   543-4100 

Travel*                     Vinny   543-4100 

Track:     

Boys & Girls, Grades K-8       Jerry       585-4048 

Soccer : 

Intramural Boys & Girls(ages 3-13)    Joe 585-0748 

                                                              jcaiola@fast.net 

Travel (LIJSL):                                    Rob  721-8831 

Softball:                                              Dennis 467-6174 

Faced with a Drinking Problem? 

Perhaps 

Alcoholics Anonymous Can Help. 

“Heart of the Lake” - AA Group 

Meets here at St. Josephs R.C. Church 

In the basement of the Rectory (entrance in rear) 

Wednesday Evening @ 7:30 - 8:45 pm  

And 

Saturday Afternoon @ 2:00 - 3:15 pm 

“The Only Requirement for Membership  

Is a desire to stop drinking.” 

“Al-Anon” 
 

Al-Anon is an anonymous fellowship 
of families and friends of alcoholics. 
It is a support program which meets 
here at St. Joseph’s Church on Thurs-
days 10AM –12 Noon in the base-
ment of the rectory. (Entrance is in 
the rear)  

For more information please call  

631-669-2827. 


